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A  -  a

a'- [a�]
Class-marking prefix for a singular 
or plural noun in the A class. 
Nouns in the A class may be large 
inanimate objects, towns, ideas or 
many other things. Plurals of A 
class nouns often use the c' class-
marker. The class-marker a' 
should not be confused with the 
pronoun a which is written without 
an apostrophe and replaces a 
noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word a'koma (hand, arm) is 
found between the words kolkolo
and v'koma, and the word a'mata
(spin, weave) is found between 
the words mata and k'mat��k�ci.

á 1 con.
if, when. idan. � An la nu noka, �n 
�m� m'hono. When you (pl) come, 
bring the calabashes.

á 2 excl.
fancy! cry of surprise. a' a. � A, 
hw e c  kaa kam ki nd  �n d oor o.
Whoops! I forgot my money in the 
mortar.

á 3 prep.
at. a.

á 4 prep.
with. da.

à 5 prep.
to.

à 6 pro.
they. s u . � A havk a nama d 'na.
They have gone to do some grinding.

à 7 part.
not. b a. Variant: á.

á  d è
not up till this point in time. h al i. �
A d e  b� t �v e man t an d a. This has 
not been your habit. Variant: zade.

à  s à p s à p à ad phrase.
unprepared. b a s h ir i,  na t anadi.
� � v lag k�m a's ap s ap a. You left me 
unprepared. See: sàpà.

á ' á excl.
cry of pity. as s h a. � A'a a z e  az u 
d an ku ukuu! "Ah!" they said, "it has 
at last died."

á a b ò ad.
no. a' a. � L aa t �v baal buk ni  
hw e n?  - Aabo, �m baal d a. Are you 
going to travel out tomorrow during the 
day time? - No, I am not.

á a h ù n.
penny halfpenny. k w ab o . � A na 
z e  aahu, i k k�b� n�v d �r i . When we 
say aahu we mean 'penny halfpenny'.

á ' á n excl.
cry to show concern. as s h a. �
A'an, y # mu e mi n v�v vos t  o? Hey! 
What has he done to you that you are 
hitting him?

á b á v.
reform or reshape. t an� w ar a. � A 
t au k�nt �, e l nan aba na un�s �. If a 
bow is bent it can be reshaped.

v 'à b à n. (plural s'aba)
1) tongs, two long pieces of metal 
hinged like scissors for taking hot 
metal objects out of a fire.
h ant s ak i. � Z ��g  nan t a z �� s 'aba.
Blacksmiths make tongs to use.
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2) splints used 
to bend bow 
into shape.
3) tweezers 
used by Fulani 
people to pull 
out a thorn or 
splinter.
mat s efat a.
Variant: v'ava; 
àbó.

d'à cíd à m�i n.
(plural 
c'àcídàm�i)
rice cake. � o s an s h ink afa.

á d á v.
be absent, not be, 'there is not'.
b ab u . � Gumi  z ad a, s ai  m'ne ve .
There is no salt, only oil left. Variant: 
zada.

k'à d d á n. (plural c'adda)
machete (large knife used to cut 
plants). adda. � El nan g e d �m c 'c e  
�n k'ad d a. A machete is used to cut 
wood. From: Hausa.

k'à d ù d ù n. (plural c'adudu)
large grass basket with lid. adu du .
� El nan d # lk c 'r i hi  hw e d i  �n 
k'ad ud u. Many things are usually put 
inside a basket with a lid. From: Hausa.

à g à v.
drive or chase away. k o r a. � G�t o 
g w # ln# , hav �v ag a. See those goats? 
Go and drive them.

à g �u n. (plural agauno)
Abyssinian or Senegal Roller, a 
bright blue bird with brown back 
which eats bees and other 
insects. t s anw ak a. Coracias 
abyssinica. � Ag au c i  c 'k# n c 'kas i .
The bee-eater has nice-looking feathers.

à g w à g w á n. (plural agwagwana)
duck. ag w ag w a. Variant: agwagú
(M.Magaji, Dabai). From: Hausa.

á h é n á n è pro.
others. w as u  na da b am. � � v n# #  
kaana ahe nane  v'hal�m h# # m# . You 
gave it to others, but refused me.

�i conj.
1) that. c ew a,  w ai. � U  z e ka ai  y u 
t �� ko. She said that she has gone.
2) whether.

à k à v.
open, spread apart. b u � e. � Ak 
s 'na �v s alg t  m'bas a. Open your legs 
and ease yourself.

á k s è v. (past akske)
behave rebelliously, be out of 
control. g ag ar a. � N aam�n aks k w a 
s 'vog a. A herd of cattle was out of 
control.

à k ú n. (plural akunu)
parrot. ak u . � Aku i  ne m h�d  kw # .
The parrot is like the kw�. From: 
Hausa.

á l à 1 con.
1) even if, or, either. k o . � A c aa 
t �m hau, ala t �v han? Shall I come 
later, or will you come?
2) (or) rather, actually, in fact. k o .
� B uku, ala z an�mne  t u han.
Tomorrow, or rather the day after 
tomorrow, she will come.

á l à 2 v.
bend, twist, wrap. l au y a. � � m 
l��k al�m d 'ar ma. I know how to 
make a roof frame by bending the grass.

d'à l á n.
lewd conversation; showing too 
much interest in impure things or 
in matters of sex. b at s a. � K a d 'al 
e l t u n# #  na c 'n�ms �. A person who is 
very rude makes people laugh.

m 'à l á n.
circuitous, (following) a 
roundabout route. g ew ay a. � � m 
g abka l# vk m'ala. I followed a 
roundabout way.
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à l à v. (past alka, active noun s'àlà)
1) implicate. s h afa w a k as h in 
k aji. � I al s a u e mai n me . He has 
falsely accused me.
2) wrestling tactic. dab ar an 
k o k aw a. � U  kobk� d 'hy aa �n s 'ala.
He didn't fall because he was able to 
avoid it.

á l á b � conj.
if it were. idan da. � Alab#  t �m l�� 
s 'bug u, t �m h# n d 'k# m# . If I could fly 
I would have been happy. Variant: 
awab�.

à l �m c' k à tà n phrase.
mischief-making. fit ina,  � ir iniy a.
� Wa unl l��k al�m c 'kat a. That 
child knows how to cause mischief.

à l b á v. (past al�bka)
crouch. t ak u r a,  du � a. � � k�n 
s oot k a alb�lk s 'na. The children were 
sitting crouched.

k'à l b à n. (plural c'alba)
wrestling trick. dab ar an k o k aw a.
� U  he t k�m �n k'alba. He felled me 
with a wrestling trick.

d'à l b ís à n. (plural c'albisa)
onion. al b as a. � El nan r i s  s 't �� �n 
c 'albi s a. Soup can be cooked with 
onions. Variant: d'arbis�. From: 
Hausa.

à l � d � n. (plural al�d�n�)
pig. al ade.
From: Hausa.

à l g á v.
run away.
s h e� a. � S i p  
hi vi  �v g ag g a, 
kad a u alg a.
Catch the thief and tie him up so that he 
cannot run away.

à l g  d w � n.
kind of sweet made from boiling 
certain fruits. al aw a. � El nan e m 
alg �d w � �n c 'g og a na s ��. You can 
make alg�dw� with the fruit of certain 
trees; you drink it or lick it like honey.
Variant: alg�dwen.

à l g  d w è n = alg�dw�.
à l k s k é vt. (active noun ù'álkó)

1) entangle, get caught in.
c u k w ik w iy e,  h ar � e,  s ar � afe. �
J ank alks ke  �n hw e n an s 'naa. A 
donkey has got its legs caught in the 
rope.
2) coil round and round. na� a. �
O b�l e l nu'alk�n k't aka. A snake is 
coiling round a spear.

à l l � = azl�.
à má 1 n. (plural c'àmá)

pus. � iw a. � U  m�d k� c 'ama an noc  
k� d 'hap a. He pressed out the pus from 
the boil in his armpit.

à mà 2 v. (past amka)
clasp, take hold of. r u ng u me,  
k ama. � Am d e p e  c �n l�v nokt e .
Grab those ears of corn and take them.

á má k á  p ù d ù d ù pro. (plural amaka 
pududunu)
the biggest, most important.
many a- many a. � I nw an r e e n 
amaka-p ud ud unu. You people are the 
most important.

á mà mà n è adv.
in the near future, occasionally. an 
jima. � Amaman�v nokt  va mi  
g y ur u. Bring me an axe later.

à mb á r ì i excl.
exclamation of surprise - 'oh my!' 
(lit. "My people"). o . � Ambar i i !  y e n 
d e li  n�m-n�m han? Oh my! why did I 
come?! Variant: amb�rii; 
amb�rinii.

v 'à mcé k è n.
tweezers - metal pincers used to 
remove thorns from your skin.
mat s efat a.
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d'á md á r k à n. (plural c'amdarka)
hammer. h amma. � El nan e m 
c 'd # klo �n d 'amd ar ka. Tools are 
sharpened with a hammer.

à mg á v. (past amgska)
1) arrange, tidy, manage. k int s a,  
t s ar a,  s h ir y a,  g y ar a. � Hav �v 
amg  g w i n k�nlo. Go and tidy that 
grass mat.
2) sit up properly to clear space 
for someone to pass. zau na. See: 
kamgsa.

à mmá conj.
but. amma. � Av noka la d a, amma 
av t �n� v'hau. Do not come, but if you 
wish you may come. From: Hausa.

á n  ú b ù n.
people of the house, home.
mu t an g ida. � � v h# n#  k# m anubu 
haka? Have people from home come?

à n à  l �k ú k ú adv.
northwards. ar ew a. � An hi r  s # #  ka 
g abk l# v�n ana-l�kuku. The hunters 
moved due north.

à n à má  c' l #b $ adv.
south. k u du . � 1m d ukk� l# van 
anamc 'l�b�. The wind blew from the 
south.

á n d ù r ú k ù n. (plural s'anduruku)
kind of tree. adu r u k u . Newbouldia 
laevis. � And ur uku i  c e  nan c aa 
g ag ne  �n s �n. The anduruku can be 
used to make fences. From: Hausa.

à n g à  á n g à [a���a� a���a�] n. (plural 
anga angana)
bird like Abdim's white-bellied 
stork. adau . � Ang a'ang a i  ne m h�d  
k# g # . This species of bird is like 
Abdim's white bellied stork.

à n g à l [a���a�l] adv.
lamely, limping. � ing is h i. � Wa 
e mk ang al, �n nau nu mut i s  t i i  ni . A 
child limped because of his sprained leg.

v 'à n ín í n. (plural anini)
1) tenth of a penny. anini. � Tun 
w # #  s �n A940 - na lak nan w a 
c 'r i hi n ani ni . In the years around A940 
- you could buy things for a tenth of a 
penny.
2) button. anini. Variant: dàpà5
(Senchi). From: Hausa.

à n y� pro.
nothing. b a k o me. � I y # n s ai  t aa 
han?  - Any # . What brings all this? -
Nothing. Variant: any�la.

a n y& l a = any�.
á n yò n adj.

of the mother's side. na s h iy y an 
u w a. � S ai  na val an l# v�n y on c an 
na s ag t e . Let's wait until people from 
the mother's side arrive before he is 
buried.

à p à v.
pack away, clear away. k w as h e. �
6 m k'vav hav �v ap  w i n c �n lo.
Take a leaf and clear away that faeces.

v 'à p à n. (plural s'apa)
special forehead band. ma� au r in 
g o s h i. � El nan g ag  v'ap a r e m 
c 'w alg o.

à p à l á adv.
westwards. y amma. � Hw e d  g i i k 
a'p ala. The sun has gone west.

k'á p cò n. (plural c'apco)
clamp. ma� ag au c iy a. � El nan 
kam r i hi  �n k'ap c o. Something can be 
gripped in a clamp.

d'á p cò n. (plural c'apco)
short stick inserted into the 'leash' 
to tighten a drum. k o r iy o . � El nan 
h�d k d 'hi n� �n s 'ap c o. Drums are 
adjusted with short sticks inserted into 
the 'leashes'.

à r à v. (past árkà, active noun v'ara)
ducking and diving while wrestling 
to avoid landing on knees. t a� iy a,  
t ir iji,  dab ar an k o k aw a. � N oc  
hy an t a l��v ar  d a. Another person 
does not know the trick (of ducking and 
diving).

d'à r b ís � n. (plural c'arbis�) = 
d'albisa.

v 'à r è n. (plural s'are)
long beef; meat cut into long strips 
and allowed to dry raw. y any ana.
� � m w aaka v'ar e  d # # d # . I bought a 
strip of sun-dried meat yesterday.
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d'à r má n. (plural c'arma)
grass-roll on wall top as cushion 
(purlin) for frame of roof to rest on.
k al ank u w a,  jiniy a. � T# kt # k�n 
y aak d 'ar ma. Ants have eaten the 
purlin.

à r ó n. (plural s'aro)
seam of genitals and anus. � ink in 
Al l a.

á s  á s excl.
motion to drive away chicken. as -
as . From: Hausa.

à s á v. (past aska)
scatter. w at s a,  zu b ar  da.

à s é excl.
well! oh! noise expressing doubt.
as h e.

à s h é part.
indeed, then. From: Hausa.

à s k s é v.
bathe by throwing water over 
one's body. y i w ank a (a s h aw a).

á s w à a n á adj.
large. g ir ma. Variant: aswan�.

á t vt.
not have. b a.

d'à tá n. (plural c'ata)
bundle, coil (of dried hemp).
� u ns h i,  � au r i.

�t r s è v. (past at�rske)
attack, move quickly to catch 
something. fa� a.

á té  á té n.
haste, hurry. (y i) s au r i,  (y i) 
h anzar i,  (y i) maza.

à tè s é v. (past ateske)
start early. y i s ammak o ,  (t as h i) 
da w u r i. Variant: gada2; gata; 
gadese; kàtèsé.

à t�k á t�k � n.
medium size. mat s ak aic i.

à tr ón g à [a�t�o�n�a�] n. (plural 
s'atronga)
kind of creeper that usually grows 
under the shade of big trees near 
the river side. r ag an t s o h u w a.

v 'a va = v'aba.
à và 1 v. (past avka)

take (sth solid) out of liquid. fit ar  
da.

à và 2 n. (plural avna)
crab. � ag u w a.

àv-dwìrì n. (plural av-dwirini)
crab species. w at a ir in � ag u w a.

à vg á v. (past avgka) = �vg�.
a w a b & = alab�.
á yá n. (plural ayana)

larva of digger wasp. h u r au .
à yà n yà n à adj.

rich. (mai) ar zik i,  (mai) du k iy a,  
(mai) k u � i.

à yà w á d á = ayawad�.
à yà w á d � adv.

often, in many cases. s au  da 
y aw a. Variant: ayawada.

á yá w á g à d è n. (plural ayawagadne)
kind of snake. w ani ir in mac iji. �
Ep s  ay aw ag ad  a nan p �t  d a. One will 
not survive the bite of ayawagade.
See: in�vwagade.

à z con.
in order to, that. w ai.

à z l � excl.
what is it? what? w ai me? Variant: 
all�.

à z ó n. (plural azno)
a kind of water-dwelling snake.
mac ijin r u w a.
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 excl.
yes. na' am. � A na p �g  noc  t u s # s  u 
z e  �. If a person is called he will answer 
and say 'yes'.

 ' � ad.
no, not, negative. b ab u ,  a' a.
Variant: ���.

�b �s  v. (past �b�sk�)
open, take off cover. b u � e. See: 
�p�s�.

�b ú n.
abdomen, stomach. c ik i,  t u mb i. �
N oc  a t u t �n az  na h# n �ba r u d a.
No one wants others to see his abdomen.

�d �s  v. (past �d�sk�)
put to shame. fal l as a,  jin k u ny a.
� A noc  la t u z �m hy an, nan �d �s � 
un d 'hw e n. If a person likes to gossip 
about others, she will one day be put to 
shame.

d'�i n.
kind of traditional farm work.
al ' adar  g ar g ajiy a.

 k  p ù s ú n.
good luck. s a' a.

 k  p ù s ù n ì n. (plural �k�n pusane)
angel. mal a' ik a.

�k �l s  vt. (past �k�lsk�)
scrape sth off by running finger 
along it. k at s e,  k ank ar e.

�k �n n  v. (past �k�rk�)
split. !ar a.

�k  s k � v.
detach. !al l e,  � ai� ay e,  s as s a� e,  
t ay a.

 k s k ù tù n.
kind of grass. h ak i mai y at s u .

k' k ù n. (plural c'�knu)
1) spider. g izo g izo ,  t au t au .
gasteracantha.
2) evil spirit. ib il is ,  al jan,  is k a.
Variant: �kv�n-m�nk�.

�m pro.
I (sg.). na,  ni. Variant: m.

�m n k � [��m���k��] v.
be choked, full (of noise, smell, 
etc.). s ar � e,  h ananiy a,  h ar g o w a,  
g u mr e,  g u b r e.

 n 1 pro.
them, which. s u . Variant: n�n.

$n-$n pro.
only them. k a� ai. Variant: 
n�n- n�n.

�n 2 prep.
at, in, on, from, to, by etc. a,  dag a.
Variant: má.

�n  mí adv.
inside. c ik in.

�n g à u adv.
by force. t il as ,  � ar fi.

�n l � adv.
why? for what? do r i,  damme.

 n l ú adv.
there. c an. Variant: �nzu.

�n t m� adv.
now. y anzu .

%nt$m%nt$m% adv.
at this minute, urgently.
fafas fafas .

 n z ù = �nlu.
�p �s  v. (past �p�sk�)

open (esp. of eyes). b u � e. See: 
�b�s�.

�r m 1 n. (plural �r�mn�)
man. mu t u m namiji.

%r$m gy&zó n. (plural �rm�n 
gy'zane)
strong, brave man or warrior. jan 
g w ar zo ,  far t o .

�r m*2 n. (plural c'�rm�)
1) bravery, courage. jar u nt ak a.
2) virility. See: %rm$.

 s adv.
'shoo'. as ,  c as .
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 s  v. (past �sk�, �s�sk�, active noun 
ù'$sú)
suck breast, breast-feed, suckle.
s h an mama. Variant: gub�s�; 
�s�s�.

+s +s + = �s�.
 s m� v. (past �s�mk�, active noun 

u'�smu)
eat, biting in chunks. k u r mu s a,  
mu r k u s a.

�u v.
lose interest in sth, be 
disinterested in. fidda.

�vg  v. (past �vgk�, active noun 
u'�vgu)
scoop, pick sth out of liquid.
t s ame.

+vs a k ta s a = v'sakca.

B   -  b

b á 1 v.
grip suddenly. dan� a. See: gw�go, 
k�k, dado.

b à 2 n.
grounds.

b à 3 adv.
first. far k o .

b à 4 v. (past báakà)
carve, cut into shape. y ank a,  
g o g e,  fafa.

d'b à n. (plural c'ba)
place. g u ,  w u r i.

bàad$n cèpkò See: cepka.
bàc'hwáalà n.

place for buying things. w u r in 
s ay aw a.

bàd'kàrgà n.
place where people assemble.
mag ama.

b á a b á 1 n. (plural s'baaba)
indigo shrub.

b à a b á 2 n.
1) father (familiar). b ab a,  u b a.
2) uncle, or any older male 
relative. k aw u . See: ceto.

c'b à a b á n à n.
elders, 'class in g'lm' age 
setting'. u b annin g o l mo .

b á a b ò ad.
no. b ab u . From: Hausa.

b á a d é adv.
'jolly good', fine (in the reply to a 
greeting). s annu  dai.

b à a h $,mr í = h''mri-zada.
b à a k á v.

conditional. b an y i w a k aina b al l e 
w ani.

b à a k ú v.
race, examine, test, contest.
r ig y ang y at o ,  r ig e.

b à a l á n.
travel. t afiy a.

m'bàalà n.
travelling. t afiy a.

d'b à a tí n. (plural c'baati)
children's toy drum made of a skin 
and a calabash. g ang an y ar a,  
� w ar y a.

b à a z á n. (plural s'baaza)
fringed 
leather apron.
b eje.

b à b b á v. (past 
babka)
sell. s ay ar  
(da).

b à b b à b b à id.
sound of 
rushing water 
or wind. w ani 
ir in mo t s i.

b á cò n.
home. g idan k o  w u r in mu .

b à d á v. (past badaska, badka)
grab, catch hold of. dan� a.
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m 'b à d á n.
stitch round both ends of arrow 
shaft; nick at end of arrow shaft.
l al l au t u .

d'b à d à (plural 
c'bada) = 
k'cidi.

ù'b à d à n. (plural 
c'bada)
loincloth 
made from 
animal skin.
w ar k i.

b á d g à v. (past 
badgka)
grind flour 
coarsely.
!ar za.

b à d g b à d g ò
adv.

trickling of 
water onto a 
person carrying a leaking vessel.
jir w ay e. Variant: c'badgo.

c'b a d g o = badgbadgo2.
b á d g ù r á n. (plural badgurana)

kind of bird like a bush-fowl which 
only flies when the year's rains 
are about to end. w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u . Variant: badgurwin.

b a d g u r w in = badgura.
b à g á v. (past bagka)

become jammed or stuck. k ak ar i.
k'b á g á g á u n. (plural c'bagagau)

loud thunderclap. ab as s ama. See: 
v't�no; v'rado.

k'b á g à n í n. (plural c'bagani)
somersault or hand-spring.

k'b á g b á g ò n. (plural c'bagbago)
rattle, child's mouth-organ made 
from cornstalk. k ar an b u s a.

b à g l á v. (past bag�lka)
lock gate or door. k al mas a,  
t au s h e.

d'b à g l ò n.
bolt. � u l l e.

k'b à i n. (plural c'bai)
goat skin bag often used by 
hunters. b u r g ami.

b à k à v. (past bakka)
1) split (e.g. a log). fas k ar a.
2) flay, skin or pluck. fe� e.

k'b à k à n. (plural c'bàkà)
1) crevice. s a� o ,  l u ng u  (� an).
2) chapped, cracked skin on the 
foot. fas o n � as a.

b à k à s á v. (past bàkáskà, active noun 
u'bakasa)
1) remember, recall. t u na,  mar o .
2) remind.

c'bakasa n.
memory.

i bákkà me
it has come back to me - I have 
remembered. na t u na.

b a k a z ow a n.
woven mat borrowed from 
Kambari people and often used 
instead of cornstalk bed mats.
t ab ar ma.

s 'b à k  vtò n.
long-
distance 
shooting (an 
arrow). c il l a,  
jar au .

d'b á k cè n.
(plural 
c'bakce)
underwear.
adak o .

b à k è n. (plural 
s'bake)
kind of tree.
w ani ir in it ac e.

bàkè táagnè n. (plural bakes 
taagne)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

b à k è s é v. (past bakeske)
split wood. fas k ar a da.

b á k k á 1 n. (plural bakkana)
sb with unusual teeth growth.
k ac ak au r a.
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b á k k á 2 n. (plural bakkana)
kind of wild animal. w ani ir in 
naman jeji.

d'b à k l á b n à n.
1) at a late time. dab b ay a,  l at t i,  
mak ar a.
2) foolish (talk).

b á k n á n à n.
stalk, cornstalk, guinea corn stalk.
r as s a.

ù'b à l á n. (plural c'bala)
winnowing floor. mas h ek a.

b à l à v. (past balka)
invent, pretend. � ag a.

b à l b à l à 1 v.
evaporate. w at s al - w at s al .

b à l b à l à 2 adv.
looking this way and that. fic ik o .

d'b à l k é n.
risk life pluckily. k as ai.

b à lmá vi. (past bal�mka)
turn, revolve, rotate. ju y a.

b á l tà v. (past baltka)
boil. t afas a.

b á mb á má ad.
different(ly). s u n b amb ant a.
Variant: bamme.

b á mcò n. (plural s'bamco)
pillar. g ins h i� i.

k'bámcò n. (plural c'bamco)
pier, pillar. g ins h i� i.

b a mme = bambama.
b á n n. (plural s'ban)

kind of tree. u w ar  mag u ng u na.
k'b à n n. (plural c'ban)

body of water, pond. k andami,  
t ab k i.

b à n à v. (past banka)
invite. g ay y at o .

b à n cò n. (plural s'banco)
medicine. mag ani.

m 'b à n cò n.
witchweed, a destructive red 
weed. � u du ji. Striga spp.; Buchnera 
hispida.

d'b à n d à n. (plural c'banda)
fence (round sth), pen (for 
animals). s h ing e.

s 'b à n d ò an.
kind of game using a hoe, played 
by g'lm' people. w as a da h au y a 
w ani ir i.

d'b à n é n.
invitation. g any at a.

b á n g á n í [ba���a�n��] n. (plural 
s'bangani)
kind of shrub. � ar amin it ac e.
Variant: bangni (Senchi).

b à n g b à n g ò [ba���ba���o�; ba���ba���o�]
id.
looking terrified. fir ig t ac e.

b á n g n è [ba���ne�] n. (plural s'bángne)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

k'b à n g ó [k’ba���o�] n. (plural 
c'bango)
large hide-bag. t ek i.

b á n k á l [ba��ka�l] adv.
alone, unexpectedly without a 
companion. k a� ait a.

b á n k �l á [ba��k��la�] n. (plural 
bank�lana)
wolf, jackal, Fennec (African fox) 
etc. k er k ec i,  dil a,  y any aw a. Canis 
zerda.

b à n n � v.
invite. g ay y at o .

b à n ù g w é v.
set a day to go hunting in the 
bush. s a r anar  far au t a.

b à p adv.
idly, lazily, uselessly, sitting 
inactive and unwilling to do sth.
zaman k as h e- w ando .

b à p á v. (active noun c'bápó)
join, connect. h ada.

v 'b á p cò n. (plural s'bapco)
link. mah a� a.

c'bápó v.
join, link, solder. h ada.

b à r  z #,r è n. (plural s'bar z''re)
shrub. c ib r a.

k'b á r á n.
title used to show rank. s ar au t a 
w ani ir i.
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b à r g á n. (plural s'barga)
kind of tree. � ar amin it ac e mai 
k ama da diny a. Vitex diversi folia.

d'bàrgá (plural m'barga)
plum-like fruit. ' y a' y an � iny an 
b ir i.

ù'b à r k  t�i n.
disorderly. aik a- aik a.

k'b à r k tà n. (plural c'barkta)
calyx of sorrel. s o !ar o do .

b à r ó n. (plural s'baro)
desert date tree. adu w a.

c'bàró
desert date fruit. dab ino ,  adu w a.

ì'b à r ó n. (plural m'baro)
kind of small chisel. k u r fi.

b à s id.
'crash!'. amo n fa� u w ar  k ay a.

b à s á v. (past baska)
urinate or relieve oneself. zaw ay e.

m 'b à s á n.
urine. fit s ar i,  b aw al i.

b à s  mp ù s  mn í n.
semen (fluid produced by the 
testes of mammals, containing 
sperm). maniy y i.

c'b à s è n.
watery stools/excrement, 
diarrhoea. zaw ay i.

d'b à s è n. (plural c'base)
knot on calabash where it was 
originally attached to the tree.
c ib any a.

b á s k à v.
have an attack of diarrhoea. !u t e.
See: c'base.

b à s n é mà n. (plural s'basnema)
tree from the fig-tree family. s ir iy a.
Figus carica. See: dapa.

d'b à tá
drum. = d'b&'r&.

b à tà v. (past bátkà, active noun 
s'bàtà)
1) release, let go, throw away.
s ak i.
2) kicking. s h u r i. Variant: batkka.

c'b à té n.
entrusting animals to be reared in 
another's care. t al l afi.

b à tè s é v. (past bateske)
be at ease, relax. b u s ar  is k a,  
s ak ew a,  s ak e jik i. Variant: batka.

b a tk a = batese.
b à tk à b á tk á n.

sparks. t ar t s at s i.
b à tk / n. (plural batkene)

eagle. g ag g afa,  jah u r ma.
b à tó vt. (past bátkò)

drop sth inside a pot or drum of 
water. s ak a.

b á tt id.
kicking, clicking sound, as when a 
grasshopper shoots upwards.
h ar b aw a k amar  na far a. See: 
bàtà.

d'b á ttà n. (plural c'batta)
metal container, receptacle. b at t a.
From: Hausa.

b a tu r e = zemna.
b à z à v. (past bazka)

bird-hunting at night. far au t an 
t s u nt s ay e da dar e da w u t an 
k ar a. Variant: bazgka.

v 'b à z g n à n. (plural s'bazgna)
Indian hemp. r ama.

v 'b á z g ù tà a r è n. (plural 
s'bazgutaare)
a kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

b  1 n.
part, place.

b �2 ad.
looking absent-minded, distant.
w ani ir in k al l o .
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b �+g  v. (past b��gk�)
beat (a drum), for warming up or 
introduction. s o min t ab i,  k a� a,  
k i� a. Variant: b��gu.

b �+g ù v.
hunt mice in the dry season.
far au t an k u s a.

b  +k  v. (past b��kk�)
hit or beat repeatedly. b u g a,  
du k a.

b  +r � v. (past b��rk�)
1) cover, hunt, walk all over a 
large area in search of sth. b azu .
2) spread all over. y a� a,  
w ar w at s e.

d'b �+r � n. (plural c'b��r�)
cleared open space. fag e.

b �+r b �+r ì v.
wander about. g ar ar amb a.

b �+tíb �+tí id.
fumbling. jani inja.

b  b l  n. (plural c'b�bl�)
toothless. das o r i,  mamu l k o .

b  b r é = b%bú. Variant: f'tr'.
b +b r in d u = v'nv'.
b �b s ín d ì n. (plural c'b%bsíndì) = 

gy&'nàgy,.
c'b �b ú n.

toothless person. das as h i.
d'b �b ú n. (plural c'b�bu)

toothless mouth, gap from loss of 
a tooth. g i!i,  !a!u r k a,  das o r i.

ká c'b%bú
toothless person. das as h i. Variant: 
b$bré.

b �d id.
crack (open). � ar ar  fas aw a.

b �d  v. (past b�dk�)
be relaxed, at ease, feel easy in 
mind. s ak a.

k'b �g � n.
mud bed. g ado n � as a.

b �g b �g � id.
in a flapping manner. s ak o - s ak o .

k'b  g b  g ù n. (plural c'b$gb$gù)
kind of cornstalk flute. k ar an 
w as an y aw a. See: k'f�ku.

b �h  m� n. (plural s'b�h�m�)
kind of shrub. w ani ir in g any e.

k'b �h ú n. (plural c'b�hu)
sack. b u h u . From: Hausa?

à'b �i n. (plural c'b�i)
hip or lower back. k w at ang w al o .

b �k  n.
husks, the coarse part of ground 
flour. t s ak i.

b%kl$ v.
grind sth coarsely, grind for the 
first time. !ar za.

ù'b%kl$ n.
coarsely-ground results of first 
time grinding. ni� an far k o .

b  k  l k � v.
be coarsely ground. fas h ar -
fas h ar .

b �k  n n  v. (past b�k�nk�)
split, cut into two parts. t s ag a,  
!ar a.

b �k  r k � v.
split, crack. t s ag a,  !ar a.

ù'b �k l � n.
coarse ground flour. dab aza.

b  k r � v. (past b�k�rk�, active noun 
u'b�kru)
split (into pieces). r ab a,  t s ag e,  
!ar a.

b  k s ì v.
(eat) breakfast, eat sth for the first 
time in the morning. k ar y a 
k u mal l o .

d'b%ksí n.
breakfast, food prepared for 
morning meal. k ar in k u mal l o .

b +l g + = b�rg�.
b  l g ú n ù vi.

dissolve. nar k e. Variant: b$lgún.
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b  m n. (plural 
s'b�m�)
low-built 
screen wall 
within a 
room, 
partition for 
privacy.
k ar iy a.

b  n � n.
their place, 
their home.
w u r in s u .

b �n  n k � [b��n���k��] n. (plural 
s'b�n�nk�)
rumours, gossip. b aza,  b azu .

b �n g  r k � [b�������k��] v.
grow quickly, shoot up. g ir ma nan 
da nan.

b  n g l  [b����l��] n. (plural c'b�ngl�)
wrestling tactic, move. dab ar an 
k o k aw a.

b �n g r �m [b�������m] adv.
in large chunks, sizes. g u ndu n-
g u ndu n,  many a- many a. Variant: 
b�ngr�mb�ngr�m.

b *p id.
oof!

b �r �m id.
fanned out, stretched out. fas k i,  
fank ac ec e.

d'b �r �n d �mí n.
type of hatchet. b ar andami. From: 
Hausa.

b  r g � v.
sprinkle. b ar b ada. Variant: b�lg�.

b �r g  mh $ n. (plural b�rg�mh''n')
skink lizard. k u l !a. Variant: 
b'lg�mh', m�lg�mh'.

b �r g b  r g ú n. (plural b�rgb�rgnu)
Green Fruit-Pigeon. k u r c iy ar  
g amji. Treron australis.

b  r g s � v. (past b�rgsk�)
scatter, become dispersed.
w ar w as ar ,  w at s ar  da.

b%rb%r% id.
scattered. w at s e.

b �r g ù v.
hunt. far au t a.

b �r k �n s à a adj.
in disorder, confusion, disturbed.
b ar k at ai. � � m e mk b�r k�ns aa am 
hong  t i n h�d unlo. I became disturbed 
and in confusion when I heard that.

ù'b �r mà n. (plural c'b�rma)
kind of grave. k u s h ew a.

k'b �r mà n.
special heap of soft soil to honour 
a few titled g'lm' workers, 
according to Lelna tradition.

b  r ù adv.
possibly, really, at all; expresses 
uncertainty in a question, possibly 
softening it. k u w a.

b �s  v.
1) proclaim, make proclamation.
s h el ant a.
2) speak aloud.

d'b%s% n.
proclamation, publicity, news.
s h el a,  b azaw a.

b �s   d ' k w è r mà n.
promise-breaker, sb who does not 
keep a promise. mar ar  al k aw ar i.

d'b �s k ù n.
bursting, ready to pass urine. jin 
fit s ar i.

d'b �t� n.
human stomach, abdomen. c ik i,
t u mb i. � B �t �d  c im n�m's ono. I have 
stomach ache.

c'b%t%
bladder, intestine. mafit s ar a,  
h anji.

k'b �t� n. (plural c'b�t�)
stomach; the sack that contains 
food, especially of ruminant 
animals. c ik i,  t u mb i.

b �t� d ' d  n adv.
relaxed, with mind at ease, 
carefree. s ak i jik i.

b �t�ms  vt. (past b�t�msk�)
unravel, unwind, spread open.
w ar w ar e,  w al w al e. Variant: 
b�t�ns�, b�t�nsk�.
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b +t+n s + (past b�t�nsk�) = b�t�ms�.
b  t s adv.

1) relaxed, carefree, mind at rest.
mai s au � in k ai k o  mai w al w al a.
2) extravagantly. al mu b azzar i.

b �tk s  v. (past b$tksk%)
1) trim to shape. g y ar a,  s h ir y a.
2) stretch out, expose.

k'b%tks% n. (plural c'b�tks�)
1) exposition, expression of sth.
2) dictionary. � amu s .

b  tt r mà 1 n. (plural b�tt�rmana)
kind of wingless grasshopper.
w at a ir in far a.

b  tt r mà 2 adj.
short, broad (person), rotund.
t it t ir na. See: magyangoro.

b �tú s ù v. (past b�tusku)
feel secure, at ease, relaxed, 
unpressured. s ak e,  s ak i jik i,  
b ab u  jin t s o r o ,  h ank al i k w anc e.
� Hamc �v r i  b�t us ku nu'bu. My 
guest feels at ease in my house.

b é b à n. (plural bebna)
huge person, giant. � at t i.

d'b è b á n.
teenage years, teens. w a� anda 
s h ek ar u n s u  s u n w u c e 15.

d'b è b ò n. (plural c'bebo)
below, low down. t u s h e.

k'b è cè n.
dirt, dirtiness. � azant a.

b è d á v. (past bedka)
intercept. t ar b a.

v 'b è d à a n. (plural s'beda)
decoration made on a granary, 
ridge of mud raised to stop water 
rushing through the lower level.
mat ar an r u w a.

b é d g à vt. (past bedgka)
cross, lay sth across, slide over.
g il ma.

v 'b è d g có n. (plural s'bedgco)
1) lintel, step inside or at the door 
of a house. do k in � o fa,  t ay a ni 
s h ig a. See picture for: d'k�b�.
2) rung, crosspiece forming step 
on a ladder or crosspiece on 
chair. mat ak i � ay a na t s ani.

b è en � n.
dream.

b è g á 1 v. (past begka)
1) intercept. t ar y e,  c i t ar e,  t ar b a.
2) prop up. t o k ar e. See: pègá 'keep 
near'. Variant: bekka.

b è g à 2 n. (plural begna)
ground squirrel, chipmunk. b u zai,  
k u r eg e. Sciuridae.

d'b é g cò n. (plural c'begco)
wedge, chock, piece or block of 
sth used to prevent sth else (e.g. 
a wheel) from moving. w aiji,  � afa.

b è g è n. (plural s'bege)
kind of climber tree. inw ar - g ada.

b è g n á 1 v. (past beg�nka)
grow fully. g ing at au .

b è g n à 2 n. (plural s'begna)
the marga tree or its pods. g ama 
fa� a. Swartzia madascariensis.

b eg o = cwicwi.
c'b è l à n.

uptown; the outer district of a 
town. k ar k ar a.

ù'b è l à n. (plural c'bela)
farm. g o na.

Bè l è d 1m 1 np.
tradition practised every 7 years.
al ' ada. � B e le d im� i  d 'h# t  d 'g ubk 
�n c op u �n a'L e la d �n na r e e n nan 
e m u'Daba. This is a Lelna cultural 
festival which is celebrated at Dabai 
every seven years.

b è l è d 1m 2 v. (active noun 
u'beledim�)
turn (head) and look back. du b i 
b ay a.

c'b è mk ò n.
thatching. b aib ay e.
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b è n g s á [be���sa�] v. (past bengska)
lift sth up to survey or inspect it 
critically. � ag a,  t a da.

b è r cè adj.
different (not the same or 
unusual), left sided. w ani,  dab an.

b è r ò adj.
left. h ag u . See: kanta.

d'bèrò n.
left-handed, left hand side.
h ag anc e.

b é s à v. (past besaka)
take out a small amount, pinch 
out. defana.

b � con.
if. idan.

d'b � n. (plural c'b�)
outdoor granary - a thatched 
building made out of clay or 
cornstalks used for storing grain.
r u few a,  r u feni,  r u mb u . See: 
d'birg� 'indoor corn-bin'. See 
picture for: d'sipi.

b�d c'neta n. (plural b�c c'neta)
outdoor granary store with many 
separate storage areas inside and 
usually a door at the side. r u few a.

b.d àrm$ n.
outdoor granary store, often with 
removable roof. See picture for: 
d'sipi.

b �b b �& id.
open-mouthed, gaping, indicating 
astonishment. h anh ai.

b �b g � v. (past b�bgk�)
act like an excited he-goat.

s'b.bgò n.
like an excited he-goat, the 
sticking up of the upper lip of a 
he-goat. w ani ir in k u k an 
b u ns u r u .

b �b k � n. (plural s'b�bk�)
acacia-like ferny shrub. � u n� u .

B�d � 1 n.
Morning Star. g anzak i.

b �d � 2 n. (plural b�dn�)
aphid, an insect that has specially 
adapted mouthparts for piercing 
and sucking the sap from plants.
� w ar o  mai k ama da g al l a.

b �d �3 v. (past b�dk�)
purse lips. b u nt s u r a.

b.d.m n.
c'b �d � n.

residue, dregs. du s ar  g iy a.
b �d �& m adj.

facial contortion, with twisted or 
curled lips. See: b�d�3.

b � & b � 1 n.
dumb (person). b eb e. From: Hausa.

b �& b �2 adv.
1) just now, this very moment.
� azu .
2) earlier.

b �& z ó adv.
a while ago, since. dazu n.

b � f adj.
concave (-shaped), hollow.
g ant s ar ar r e.

b �g b �g � id.
shiver, shake due to being cold.
mak y ar k y at a.

b �g � n. (plural b�gn�)
(earth) centipede. s h ans h ani.
Variant: v�g�.
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b � g ò v.
catch adroitly (in a clever or 
cunning way, demonstrating 
physical or mental skill). c afk a,  
c afk e. See: gw�go.

b �g t�m adj.
facial dryness, thinness. fu s k a 
w ani ir in du b a. Variant: v�gt�m.

b �k � 1 n.
muneous eye discharge. k w ant s a.

b �k � 2 v. (past b�k�k�)
step or jump over sth. � et ar a,  
t s al l e.

b �k n � n.
sleepy dust. l any a.

b � l b � l ò = b�rg�.
b �l � v.

turn head round to look behind.
w aig a.

b �l v� vi.
turn head.

à'b �m� n. (plural c'b�mko)
roof, thatch. jink a,  r u fi.

b.m. v. (past b�mk�)
thatch (a roof). b aib ay e.

d'b �n n. 
sediment. al l ak a,  dal ak i,  c it o .

m 'b � n d � = m'd�nd�.
b � n g r � m [b�������m] adv.

loneliness in a big house or 
compound. k a� ait a a w u r i.

d'b �n t� n. (plural c'b�nt�)
loincloth. b ant e. See: d'k/mp/.
From: Hausa.

b � n yá n.
rice. s h ink afa.

b �p id.
sound of one 
thing falling on 
top of another.
w ani ir in 
mo t s i.

d'b �r � & d ì n.
(plural 
c'b�r��di)
loaf of bread. b u r o di. From: Hausa, 
English.

b � r g � n. (plural b�rg�n�)
swallow, very common in Lelna 
areas; a small graceful swift-flying 
songbird, with long pointed wings 
and a forked tail. al l ak a.
Hirundinidae. Variant: b�lb�lo
(Dabai).

b �s � vt.
finish. g ama.

d'b.s/ n.
last occasion of, final. � ar s h e.

b �s � k � v.
finish. � ar as a,  t s u c e.

ì'b �s � k � n.
accompanying, having, 
concomitant. g ame da.

b �s �t� n. (plural b�s�t�n�)
last born, youngest of several 
siblings. au t a.

d'b �t� n. (plural c'b�t�)
nest, termitarium. g ije,  s h e� an 
g ar a.

b �t�b � t� n.
kind of food made from leaves 
and flour. azu � u � u .

b �t�k  c' w ín n. (plural b�t� c'win)
excrement covered with soil by 
beetles. b u r t s a.
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b �tk -d ' h é r g è n. (plural 
b�tk- d'hergene)
ant-lion, an ant-eating lizard.
t u r u r u w a da dang in s u . Variant: 
gòng-d'òrgó ( Zuru).

b �tk � v. (past b�tkk�, active noun 
c'b�tko)
1) dig up, scrabble around. t o na,  
t o no .
2) scatter.

c'b �tk ò an.
scrabble, scratch. b ec e.

b �z � v. (past b�zk�)
split open, warp, truss. b an� ar a.

b.z.m adj.
trussed, fanned, untidily cut.
b an� ar ar r e,  b u y ay a.

d'b í n. (plural c'bi)
act of thrashing (usu. corn). b u g u .

s 'b í an.
beat with a stick. du k a,  b ank as h i,  
� u ma.

b ì b  v. (past bibk�)
wrangle, dispute, disagree, refuse 
to accept sth. g ar dama.

b ì b ì b ì id.
sound of a hastening crowd, 
commotion, hubbub. dak ak a.

b ì cú n. (plural bicnu)
Otter Shrew, or mongoose; an 
ant-eater. dab g i,  t u nk u .
Potamogale velox. See picture for: 
k'bai.

b ì d g s í v. (past bidgski)
pound or grind to a certain level.
r ib � i,  dak a zu r c e.

b íd ù adv.
disappeared completely, never 
seen again, eloped, absconded.
t u t u r .

b ì i id.
buzz, rushing sound of people or 
a swarm of bees etc. dak ak a.

b ì ib í n. (plural s'biibi)
balsam apple, a twining plant.
g ar afu ni. Momordica balsamina.

b ì ik í n. (plural biikni)
castrated animal. t au r e,  ag u fi,  
fi� iy e.

b ì its í v. (past biitski)
wag, sway, stagger. r ang w a� a,  
r au s ay a.

s 'b ì k í n.
menial work. aik ac en g ida.

k'b ì k ì n. (plural c'biki)
refuse heap, pile of rubbish or 
trash. ju ji.

b ík ím id.
swell, becoming swollen.
s u ndu ndu n. See: birim.

b íl �1 v.
change statement. s ak e s h aw ar a.

b ì l �2 n. (plural c'bil�)
river bank, shore. g a!ar  � o g i.

b ì l �3 v.
splice. k u t a.

b ì l  mp à s ò n.
opposite river bank. � et ar e.

c'b íl b íl ù adv.
1) insinuatingly, indirectly (of talk).
h ab aic i.
2) dodging aside. k au c iy a.

b íl $n g n ò [b��l����no�] n.
a hole dug straight down, 
underground drain. w ani ir in 
r ami,  r ar iy ar  � as a.

d'b ím 1 n. (plural c'bim�)
pitcher, ewer, large jug used for 
storing honey. t u l u .
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ì'bím$ n.

(plural 
m'bim�)
small 
pitcher.
t u l u .

d'b ím�2 n.
lynching, 
punishme
nt for 
fornication 
or 
adultery act or attempt.
k w ar t anc i.

b ìmb ì n. (plural bimbini)
adult imago beetle, or the Shield-
back Bug. b u zu zu . Stiretrus 
ancorago.

k'b ín d ig à i n. (plural c'bindigai)
Dane gun, a simple old-fashioned 
gun. adak a.

b ín g í [b������] n. (plural bingini)
male donkey. namijin jak i,  au r a,  
g o h o .

ì'b ì n ì n.
odour of sour flour or urine. � ar i.

b ì n t�l má n.
bank (for money). b ank i.

b ín yà n yá l à n.
rice and beans. s h ink afa da 
w ak e.

b ip 1 = pat.
b ì p 2 adj.

plump, fat. mai'  y ar  � ib a.
d'b ì r  mb ín tù adv.

randomly, uncertainly, 
hesitatingly, unsurely, 
haphazardly. fafak a.

b ì r  vn à ì s  n. (plural s'bir�vnais�)
door, doorway. � o fa.

b ír b ír í adj.
kneaded into a ball shape. du nk -
u l i.

d'b ír b ì t n.
"once upon a time", beginning, 
here begins the fable. al mar a.

b ì r g á n.
strong powder concoction used by 
hunters to revive an animal 
temporarily. mag anin mah ar b i.

b ír g � v. (past birgk�)
1) knead. mu l mu l a.
2) roll (over). mir g ine.

bìrgs$ v.
roll sth along. mir g ina.

d'b ì r g � n. (plural c'birga)
1) small 
clay corn-
bin 
usually 
inside a 
house for 
storing 
grain.
r ah o niy a.
See: d'b�
'outdoor 
granary'.
2) pantry.

ì'bìrg% n.
(plural 
m'birg�)
small corn 
bin made 
of clay. r u mb u .

d'b ì r g ù n. (plural c'birgu)
trunk (of body). g ang ar  jik i.

d'b ír í n.
whole. g u ndu mb u l i,  du k a.

b ír ím adj.
swollen. s u ndu ndu n. See: bikim.

d'b ì s  n.
good smell, pleasant odour.
� ams h i.

b ì t�m c' h w ín v.
throw earth over ones shoulder as 
an act of repentance. afa,  h u r w a.

d'b ítí n.
traditional festival. al ' adar  
g ar g ajiy a,  b ik i.

b ì tí v.
bury, cover. r u fe,  b izna.
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b ì tì s í v.
cover (oneself) up, wrap up.
l u l l u !e.

ù'b ítú n.
throwing or putting ashes on 
heads in obeisance. afi.

b ì tú v. (past bítkù)
meet, find sb. is h e,  t ar ar  (da),  
is k e r is k a. See: gàdá. Variant: 
bitk�.

k'b ò b á n. (plural c'boba)
shrub, bush, scrub, undergrowth.
� an it ac e,  daji.

b ò b à n. (plural bobna)
weevil, a small beetle with a hard 
shell that feeds on grain, nuts and 
seeds. w ani ir in � w ar o .

d'b ò ck cò n. (plural c'bockco)
both the biceps and calf muscle.
� u ndu w a. Small (in Senchi): 
ì'bòckcò. Small Plural: m'bockco.
Variant: botkco.

b ód b ód ó1 adv.
silently, without speaking. s h ir u -
s h ir u .

b ód b ód ó2 n. (plural bodbodno)
kind of elephant-snout fish. l ams a.
Gymnarchus niloticus.

b ód ó id.
quietly, still. mar a mo t s i,  mai 
k u r u m,  mai 
s h ir u . Variant: 
bodbodo.

d'b ò k á n. (plural 
c'boka)
round stand for a 
water pot.
g ans ar w a. See 
picture for: 
d'ubgcu.

b ò mà 1 n. (plural 
s'boma)
the tree Bauhinia 
reticulata. k al g o ,  b o h ania.
Bauhinia reticulata. Variant: p�nk�
(Pani dialect).

b ò mà 2 v.
mourning for a period as widows 
are supposed to do. t ak ab a.

c'bòmà n.
traditional dress of a widow or 
widower during the period of 
mourning. k ay an t ak ab a.

b ò ms é n. (plural bomsne)
widow or widower (female or 
male) in mourning. mac e 
g w au r u w a k o  namiji g w au r o .

b ò n n. (plural bonno)
bush cat. mu zu r u ,  mag en daji,  
t s ar ar aw a.

b ò n à v. (past bonka, active noun 
s'bona)
throw or fling sth quickly and 
strongly. jefa.

b ò n cò n. (plural boncono)
kind of biting insect. w ani ir in 
� w ar o .

b ón g à [bo���a�] v.
pay no attention, ignore, fail to 
listen, turning a deaf ear (to).
r as h in k u l a w ani ir i.

b ón g b ón g ó [bo���bo���o�] adv.
puffed-up. fu s h i k o  t u r a,  b ak i 
s ama w ani ir i.

b ón g k à [bo���ka�] adj.
puffed up, filled with pride, 
conceited. w ani ir in k u mb u r i.
Variant: mongka (Pani dialect).

b ò r ó adv.
usually. na k u l l u m. Variant: 
boroko.

b ò s à 1 v. (past boska)
pinch, break off a piece of sth.
g u t s u r a.

b ò s à 2 n.
special community work done by 
teenagers (g'lm' people) early in 
the morning before going to 
another place to work. g any an 
no ma w ani ir i.

b ò s k é n. (plural boskne)
age range or rank in g'lm'
(teenagers). t s ar a.

b ò tà 1 n. (plural botna)
ugly woman. b adu s a,  b ac ik k ida,  
b u ng a,  mu mu na.
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b ò tà 2 v.
forget. mant a.

c'bótbótò n.
forgetfulness. mant u w a,  
mat as al a. Variant: c'bótó.

b otk co = d'bockco.
b #1 v.

cook kind of draw soup. miy an 
k adi.

b #2 part.
then, (used for emphasis).

d'b $ n.
recognition. mu t u m w anda ak a fi 
k u l a w a.

b $b $b $ id.
sound of running water in a gorge.
mo t s in r u w an da k e g u du  a 
k w ar i.

b $cè b $cè v.
trampling. t at t ak aw a c ik int ab o .

b $d b $d $ adj.
soft to the touch. mai t au s h i.

b $d k # v. (past b'dkk')
knead. c u � a,  c u r a.

b $d $ id.
relaxed, at rest, comfortable. l ig is ,  
l a� w as .

b #f = b�f.
b #g �mb 3 n. (plural b,g%mb,n&)

Cattle Egret. b el b el a. Bubulcus ibis.
d'b $g # n.

aversion, tidiness, neatness.
� y ama.

b ,g t,m = bugtum.
d'b $h é n.

1) group for traditional communal 
farm labour. w ani ir in g any a.
2) (making) a promise to engage 
oneself for farming. al k aw ar in 
no ma.

b $h $ = b&p&.
b $k id.

sound heard as sth falls down 
from a height. w at a ir in � ar a.

b $k b $k id.
stagger, walk with heavy single 
steps. !u l u k - !u l u k .

b $k b $k $ id.
boiling continuously, a running 
boil. za!ak a. See: s'b'kto.

b $k k �d k w  n.
wingless grasshopper. adindima.

b $k k é n.
kind of wingless grasshopper, 
similar to the Rainbow 
Grasshopper. du ndu !a.
Dactylotum bicolor.

b $k # n. (plural b'kn')
guinea pig, an animal looking like 
a rat without a tail, native of South 
America. w ani ir in k u s u . Cavia 
porcellus.

b $k r $ b $k r $ id.
plop plop! sound of a series of 
fruit falling. amo ,  � ar a,  mo t s i.

s 'b $k tò an.
boil continuously for a long time.
za!ak a.

b $l g -c' g óló n. (plural b'lg-c'golno)
Black-winged Oriole, a kind of bird 
with yellow and brown feathers.
w ani ir in t s u nt s u . Oriolis 
nigripennis.

b $l g #1 v. (past b'lgk', active noun 
c'b'lgo)
stir, mess up, crumple, muddle.
y amu t s a.

b $l g $2 n.
searching for sth in mud. c ig iy a.

b $l# v. (past b'lk', active noun 
c'b'l')
mix. k w a!a,  g au r ay a,  c u � a.

c'b $l$ n.
food mixed together by hand; act 
of mixing food together by hand.
g w al it s a.

b $m adv.
squatting, sitting firmly, rigidly.
da!as .

b #mk $ v.
thank. g o de. See: b'm'.
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b #m#1 n. (plural 
b'mn')
a kind of deadly 
snake, possibly 
the Puff Adder.
k as a -  w ani 
ir in mac iji.

b $m$2 v. (past 
b'mk', active 
noun c'b'm')
praise, 
acknowledgeme
nt, thanks, 
gratitude. y ab a,  
y ab o .

c'b $m$ n.
thanks, praise. ada' a.

b $n b $n $ id.
looking sloppy, slushy, damp, 
greasy. c a!a,  nas - nas . See: 
d&ntd&ntò. Variant: b'ntsk', 
b'nts'.

d'b $n g n è [��d’b����ne�] n.
marked piece of land (with a 
boundary), area. ju y ay y a,  
k adada,  fil i.

k'b $n g n $ [k’b����n��] n. (plural 
c'b'ngn')
trap for catching fish. du b ar an 
k amu n k ifi. See: k's�pkn�; zogo.

b #n g #l#,d ì [b������l���d��] n.
the food hura. h u r a.

d'b $n k  l l $ [d’b���k��ll��] n. (plural 
c'b'nk�ll')
dumpling, kneaded ball of food.
mu l mu l e. Variant: c'kw�tk�
(Zuru).

ì'b&nk$ll& [��b���k��ll��] n. (plural 
m'b'nk�ll')
small dumpling. du n� u l i,  c u r i.
Variant: i'b'nk�ll'-b'nk�ll'.

d'b $n k # [��d’b���k��] n. (plural 
c'b'nk')
lump. du n� u l e.

b #, v. (past b''k')
method of cooking soup. dafa.

b $,k �d h í n. (plural s'b''k�dhi)
medicinal shrub. h ank u fa.

b #,k $ v. (past b''kk')
soothe, make and apply a 
poultice. far s a.

d'b $,r $ n. (plural c'b''r')
kind of drum which should not be 
touched without good reason.
w at a ir in g ang a. Variant: d'bàtá.

b $,yí n. (plural b''yini)
rank range, ones equal, rank in 
g'lm'.

c'b&'yí n.
2nd year age group in g'lm'.
s h ig a s h ek ar a na b iy u  a g o l mo .

b $p id.
thud, sound of falling. mat s i,  
amo n fadu w a w ani ir i. Variant: 
b'pb'p.

b $p �m d ' b à n. (plural b'pb�m 
c'ba)
vow, a promise made to a deity in 
exchange for fulfilment of a 
request. k ir an k u r k u t u . See: b&p&
'hold'; d'ba 'place'.

b ,p b ,p = b'p.
b $p $ v. (past b,pk&)

1) come near, approach. � ar at a.
2) hold, grip. r i� e,  k ama,  dan� a.
Variant: b'h'.

k'b 3s s n.
bus. From: English.

b $z b $z $ adj.
healthy, well, enjoying a state of 
good health. � o s h in l afiy a.

K'B#z #r ì np. (plural B'z'rini)
Fulani person. b afil l ac e,  
b afil l at a.

b #z r $ n. (plural b'zr'n')
traditional meal of rice. w ani ir in 
dafu w an s h ink afa.

b ú v.
thrash, beat harshly. � w al a w a 
b u l al a,  y i w a du k a.

c'b ù n.
sb who has become master of 
himself. mag idanc i.

ù'b ù n. (plural c'bu)
1) house, home, compound. g ida.
2) family, (people at home).
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b ù cb ù cù n.
dawn, beginning to get light in the 
morning. as al at u .

k'b ù cú n. (plural c'bucu)
rumen; the special stomach 
possessed by ruminant animals.
t u b u r a,  t u mb i,  c ik i.

k'b ú d b ú d ù id.
loose sand, dust. t u r !ay a.

b ù d g k ú adj.
dusty. fu r u - fu r u .

bùdg%skíadj.
(has been) covered in dust.
h u r t u t u .

d'b ù d g ù n.
dust. � u r a.

c'b ú d ú n.
setting fire to bush. jan k ank i.

k'b ú d ú n.
game played on sand with a 
circular knotted rope. w ani ir in 
w as a a k as a. Variant: k'karo.

b ù d ú v. (past budku)
thrust. t u r b u � a.

b ú d ú r í n. (plural bud�rni)
civet cat, a wild mouse-eating cat.
b u ddar i,  b o dar i. Viverridae. From: 
Hausa.

b u g +b u g + n. (plural bug�bug�n�)
flying insect (general name).

b ù g �b ú g  n. (plural bùg%búg$n%)
flying insect, bug, fly. See picture 
for: s��n�.

b ù g �m d ' h ór mò n.
dread, shock. far g ab a.

d'b ù g cú n. (plural c'bugcu)
part of a chicken: the wing 
comprising all its base. g u r u ,  
g u r u n k aza na fifik e. Variant: 
d'cùcú (Senchi).

d'b ù g r ù n. (plural c'bugru)
forked stick in which the neck of a 
dog being led is fixed. k ar k iy a.

b ù g tù m adj.
fat cheeked, plump. mai' y ar  � ib a 
w ani ir i. Variant: b'gt'm.

b ù g ù v.
fly. t as h i s ama.

d'b ù g ù n.
group, band, multitude, team.
t ar o .

k'b ù k n.
book. From: English.

b ù k id.
thud, sound of a heavy fall. � im.
See: b&k.

b ù k à n.
future marker, in future time.
g ab ani.

b ù k b ú k ú 1 n.
tomorrow (emphatic). g o b e- g o b e.

b ù k b ù k ù 2 ad.
semi darkness, density, gloom, 
unlit, obscurity. du h u - du h u ,  
k u du du .

b ú k k  d ' l ú u d n.
turning somersaults.
k u t u b y al b y al .

b ú k k  d l ú u d ù n. (plural 
bukk�dluudunu)
somersault. t u l l u w a.

b ú k l ú u d id.
hoot of owl. k u k an mu jiy a.

b ù k tù v. (past buktku)
become dusty. c ik e da � u r a.

b ù k ú n.
tomorrow. g o b e.

b ù k ú r k ù n.
mildew. fu mfu na,  r ima.

b ù l �b ú l  1 n.
fever; disease of epidemic nature.
mas as s ar e w ani ir i.

b ù l �b ú l  2 n. (plural bul�bul�n�)
insect. � w ar o .

b ú l k ù v.
sprinkle, scatter. b ar b a� a.

b ù lmù n. (plural bulumnu)
midge. w ani ir in � w ar o  � ar ami.
Variant: muku.

b ù l ú v. (past bulku)
sprinkle. b ar b a� a,  y ay y afa.
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b ú mb -s ' g w � n. (plural 
bumbs'gw�n�)
Differential Grasshopper, a type of 
grasshopper. w at a ir in far a.
Melanoplus differentialis.

k'b ú mb ù n.
ship.

d'b ù mb ù n.
(joining in sth with) ignorance, no 
understanding of the background.
g ang an. � U  g ad ko ne t �n ni 'd umi , 
u hy �u z � d 'bumbu. He met some 
people quarrelling and intruded with 
ignorance.

b ù n k ù [bu�nku�] n. (plural bunknu)
kind of grasshopper. w at a ir in 
far a.

b ù n ù v. (past bunku, active noun 
a'bunu)
become lean, waste away. r ame.

v 'b ù n ù n. (plural s'bunu)
grey hair. fu r fu r a.

b ù r k s k ú v.
grow up, become adult. � o s a,  
b ir a,  nu na.

b ù r ù n. (plural burnu)
cichlid perch-like fish with silvery 
grey to green colouring, around 
100-200mm long. g ar g aza. Tilapia 
galilaea.

d'b ù r ù n. (plural c'buru)
young, freshly opened head of 
corn, but not ready for harvest.
daw a t a fit ad da k ai. See: butu.

b ù s  mt#n 1 n.
dearth period - when nothing 
grows. afu r g u g u .

b ù s  mt#n 2 n. (plural s'bus�mt'n)
kind of tree. s ab ar a. Guiera 
senegalensis.

d'b ú s ù n. (plural c'busu)
loose sandy soil. t u r � a.

b ù s ú v. (past busku)
spread, scatter. w at s e.

b ù t v.
untie. k w anc e.

b ù t�mc' b ò mà n.
end of mourning period. w ank an 
t ak ab a.

b ù t s k � v.
untie, release. k w anc e.

d'b ù t�s k *i n.
being free to do what you want to 
do. y ant ac c e,  da dama,  zar afi.

b ù tù v. (past bútkù)
opening, developing of head (of 
corn). fit ar  (da). See: d'bùrù.

b ù u  k ór  n d #m# n. (plural 
buuc'kor�nd'mn')
snail shell. k at ant anw a.

d'b ú u c mh $ n. (plural c'buuc�mh')
fin or tail of fish. � eg e.

b ù u c' t� & cn é n.
the state of being in early 
marriage with 2-4 children. w ani 
ir in mag idanc i.

b ù u m�m yón
churn. k a� a,  b u g a,  t u g u ny a.

b ù u t�+ adv.
unclear, dim (because of overcast 
weather). du h u - du h u ,  du s h i-
du s h i,  mu c i- mu c i. Variant: 
puut��.

b ù z b ù z ù ad.
gritty, covered in grit. jik in ab u .

b ù z ù v. (past buzku)
chase. ag u je.

v 'b ù z ù n. (plural s'buzu)
wrestling move. dab ar an k o k aw a.
See: v'èmà 'Zuru dialect'.

b ù z ù z ù adj.
ruffled hair or feathers. c ik ir k it a.

b yà adv.
balanced. daidait o  w ani ir i.
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b yà tà tà adv.
fanned out, spread, opened out.
b u � ew a. Variant: byazaza.

b ya z a z a = byatata.

C  -  c

c'- [t�’]
Prefix used to make an inanimate 
noun in the D or K classes (and 
others) plural. See the 
explanations for d' and k'. The 
class-marker c' should not be 
confused with the pronoun c or c�
which is written without an 
apostrophe and replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word c'kw� (gourds) is found 
next to the word kw�, and the 
word c'gyan (eggs) is found 
between the words k'gyaara and 
gyan.

cá 1 vi. (past céka)
reach, arrive at, come. is a.
Variant: caa.

cà 2 v.
weave. s a� a.

cá a g è n. (plural caagne)
weaver. mas a� i.

cà a m d ' w � adj.
nit-picking, pettifogging, arguing 
over trivial details. k w ank w ant o .

cá a r á n.
one's equal, one of a pair. t s ar a.

cà a s é v. (past caaske)
weave together with. h a� a k a 
s a� e.

cá b á t1 adv.
manner of plunging sth into liquid.
y afa� a k o g i.

cà b à t2 adj.
tasteless. mai l ami,  s al ab  s al l a!i.

cà ccà ccà id.
sound of drops of liquid falling 
(e.g. rain). s au k an r u w a w ani ir i.
Variant: cadada; c'd'd'; c�d�d�; 
cududu.

cà d à v. (past cadka)
rain heavily. s h e� a.

ca d a d a = caccacca.
cá d á s adv.

clearly. k ar . Variant: pyangas.
cà d cà d à adj.

watery. w ani ir in � ig a,  r u w a-
r u w a.

d'cà g à n.
tassel. t u nt u ,  al ak w ay i. See 
picture for: k'bai.

ì'cà g n à n. (plural 
m'cagna)
bag woven from 
kaba leaves 
worn by golmo
workers.
k w ar o r o ,  
ang ar a. Variant: 
i'kyagna; 
i'cyagna.

cá k adv.
never ever!
b idig is . Variant: 
cakcaka.

cà k à 1 v. (past 
cákkà)
shatter, slap, 
press, split, 
squash, slither. dir t s e,  fas k a,  
fas k e. � Cak o d 'g onankan 
nu'y ama. Give her a slap on the cheek.
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cà k à 2 n.
husks, the coarse dry outer 
coverings of grain, left over from 
grinding flour. t s ak i,  fant s ar a,  
!ar za.

d'càkà n.
coarse sediment of gravel. dal ak i.

s'càkà n.
fresh vegetables cut up into small 
pieces and dried in the sun.

cá k á mcá k á m id.
sound of smacking lips etc. when 
heavily chewing sth. t au na.

cà k á n k à [t�a�ka��ka�] v.
slap hard. fas k a.

cà k á s k à v.
1) stolen (esp sth you want or 
need). c u t a.
2) any other offensive act. c i 
mu t u nc in w a.

ca k ca k a 1 = cak.
cà k cà k à 2 adv.

scattered all over. k ac ak ac a.
Variant: c'kc'k'.

cà k cá k é n. (plural cakcakne)
Village Weaver. b u w a.
Plesiositagra cucullatus.

cà k é s è v. (past càkéskè, active noun 
d'cakese)
squash, hit oneself with sth (e.g. 
hammer). dir jew a.

cà k s á v. (past cakska)
litter. � azant a (da). Variant: 
c'ks', catsa, c'tks', camssa.

cà k tá v. (past caktka)
break into pieces, crack. fas a,  
fas h e.

cà l cà l à adv.
spurting. t s ir g a,  fes a.

cà m z à n à adv.
in the future. l o k ac in g ab a.

cà mb á np.
title of esteem and honour given 
to a person in g'lm' by their 
mates.

ca ms s a v. (past camska) = caksa.
cá n pro.

those. w a� anc an. Variant: ca.
cà r á k é n.

kind of potion. w ani ir in mag ani.

v 'cà r í n. (plural s'cari)
kind of ornament (leather bangle).
dang ida.

ca s 1 = pas2.
cà s 2 adj.

clean. � al ,  c ar as . Variant: casse.
ca s s e = cas1.
ca ts a v. (past catska) = caksa.
cá vcá vá id.

tall and spindly. s h am,  t s al a- t s al a.
Variant: tavtava.

c 1 v phrase.
let's. b ar i.

c�2 pro.
they; pronoun for the plural c' 
noun-class.

c +m adv.
a few, a little. k a� an,  g u l g u l e.

k'c�+z c�+z n ì n.
numbness of limb. du ndu r u s .

c�b g  v. (past c�bgk�)
mix. g au r ay a,  h a� a,  k w a!a.

c�b g ù n.
day before a festival. jajib ir i.

c mmí ad.
small quantity of. � an� ane,  
k w iy am.

c n pro. Variant: c�nc�n.
1) them, they (demonstrative). s u .
2) which.

c+n ca = c�n.
c�w íim� n. (plural c�wiimn�)

crocodile. k ado . Variant: cwíim%.
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k'c+z c+z n i = c��zc��zni.
cé n. (plural s'ce)

tree. it ac e,  b is h iy a. � A d amr an c e  
hy aa, y a ne m�n b�r g  �n d 'kad e .
When a big tree falls, young birds fly 
into the bush.

céd-wáalà n. (plural s'ced wala)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

d'cé n.
stool, bench - seat without back.
k u jer a. � S # b# m c e d  d 's ooc o. Carve 
me a sitting stool.

k'ce n. (plural c'ce)
stick. s anda,  r es h e.

v'cé n. (plural s'ce)
slender, thin stick, post. s anda,  
t s u mag iy a. � U  vos k o n�v'c e . He 
hit him with a stick.

cev n gagne n. (plural ces n 
gagne)
slender fencing post. k ar o u k i 
t s ar nu .

céd d'bí n. (plural cec d'bi)
threshing stick. mafy a� i. � Ce k n 
bi d  n hi  z a hod an c e k n bi d  n y al 
d a. The threshing stick for guinea corn 
is not the same as the threshing stick for 
beans. Large: cek d'bi. Small Plural: 
ces d'bi. See: d'bi 'threshing'.

céváans&m& n.
traditional staff (pole or stick) of 
office of a great farmer. s andan 
g ir man,  mano min fadama.

cé b é adv.
full to the brim. � ak ak a,  man� as .
Variant: cwebe.

cè c�ms é v. (past cec�mske)
be sad. b a� in c ik i.

cè cè 1 n. (plural cecene)
fish with strong spiked fins.
� ar ay e.

cè cè 2 = sìpsíp$.
cece a va = cek-ava.
cè ck á vi. (past ceckka)

recover from illness. far fado .
cè eg s á v. (past cegska)

verify, make sure. t ab b at a.
cè etá n. (plural s'ceeta)

pepper. b ar k o no ,  t ank w a.
cè etá d  h �n g ù [t�e��ta�d h��n�u�] n.

(plural s'ceetas�d h�ngu)
ginger. y aji.

cé etk à v. (active noun u'ceeto)
start to deteriorate. s ans o min.

à'cè g á an.
ready. a s h ir y e. � M e l na'c e g c e g �n 
val�m r u. I am ready and waiting for 
her.

cè k  à và n. (plural cek avna)
male crab. namijin � ag u w a.
Variant: cev-ava, cece-ava.

cé k �n  d $k $ n. (plural cec�n d'k')
bangle carved of wood.
mu ndu w an it ac e.

cé l k à v.
stiffen. s an� ame.

cé mà a id.
distended, bloated and swollen, 
especially of sth which has died 
and looks about to burst. w ani 
ir in k u mb u r i.

cè mcè mè adv.
slight taste, hint of. � an� ano .

v 'cè n à n. (plural s'cena)
gall bladder. � at a,  mat s ar mama.

cé n d à v. (past cendka)
stiffen, harden, become tough and 
difficult to cook, dry out. y i � ar fi,  
s ag e.

s 'cè n d ò n.
grouse, grumble. mit a.
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k'cè n g à [k’t�e���a�] n. (plural c'cenga)
the stripped heads of guinea corn.
s o s h iy a,  g ar er a.

cè n g à [t�e���a�] n.
insect which eats flies. w ani ir in 
� w ar o n c in � u da. Variant: 
valnatakavo.

cé n k à r é [t�e�nka��e�] n. (plural 
cenkarne)
Grey Hornbill, a noisy tropical bird 
with a very large curved horned 
bill, often found in large groups.
c il ak o w a. Lophoceros nasutus.

cénkàr rímúní[t�e�nka�� ���mu�n��] n.
(plural cénkàr$n rímáné)
Allied Hornbill. w at a ir in 
c il ak o w a. Lophoceros semifasciatus.

cé n tk à 1 v.
covet, show or express great 
desire for sth one cannot afford.
s o  w ani ir i.

cé n tk à 2 v.
murmur, mumble, speak quietly or 
indistinctly. g u nini.

s'cèntò n.
murmur, act of murmuring.
g u nag u ni.

cè p k á v. (past cepkka)
pray, talk to God. y i addu ' a.

cèpkò n.
1) prayer. addu ' a.
2) prayer place, fetish place, a 
special place set aside for offering 
prayers. t s afi,  g u nk i. Variant: 
bàad$n cèpkò.

s 'cè r è an.
become embedded in mud or soft 
ground. k afe.

cé r fá v. (active noun s'cerfa)
trade, buying and selling. s ay e da 
s ay ar w a.

cè r g s t# n. (plural cergst''n')
very small kind of cricket, possibly 
the Scaly-winged Psocid. w ani 
ir in g y ar e. Echmepteryx hageni.

cè s n.
fumigated, choking, filled with sth 
preventing normal breathing.
h ay a� i,  h amami,  s h ak a h ay a� i 
a� ak i.

cé tà v2t.
carry. � au k a.

cé tè 2 v. (past cétkè)
deliver. is ar  (da).

cè té 1 n.
inherited name, remembering a 
dear father. = cètò.

cè tò n. (plural c'cetono)
father. u b a,  b ab a. Variant: cèté; 
baaba.

cettu = c�ttu.
cev a va = cek-ava.
cé vcé vé id.

slenderly, vertically, sticklike.
t s ir ir i. Variant: c�vc�v�; tevteve.

cè v-g ò n g ò n. (plural cev-gongno)
Lizard-Buzzard, a small hawk.
t ay a ni r aino ,  t ay a ni g o y o .
Kaupifalco monogrammicus.
Variant: paa gongo.

cè z g n è n.
stunted seeds of locust bean 
pods. k al w a.

c�c�c� id.
torrent, downpour, hammering, 
sound of continuous drops of rain.
w ani ir in mo t s i,  � ig an r u w a.
Variant: c�dc�d�; c�d�d�.

c� c� p adj.
well positioned, interlaced, orderly 
arranged, woven. s ar in jer i w ani 
ir i.

c& d & d & = caccacca.
c�& l �mh $ n. (plural c��l�mh''n')

kind of insect. w ani ir in � w ar o .
c�& l � v. (past c��lk�, active noun 

u'c��l�)
spurt out, sting, bite. fes a,  jini y a 
t ar s am.

c�g � n.
rattle instrument made of metal.
k ac au - k ac au .
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s 'c� k �mí n.
grudge; harping on past wrong 
acts. jinini.

c� k ú n.
a pebble game, play (according to 
rules) with pebbles. w at a ir in 
k as ada.

c�s id.
wet, dirty looking place, messy.
w u r i mai � azant a w ani ir i.

c� ttú adj.
small quantity of sth. y ac i,  k adan.
See: kw�ttu. Variant: cettu.

cì v.
have, own, possess. y ana da,  
t ana da.

cì ck 1 n. (plural cìckn1)
acne pimple, spot, rash. � u r ji.

k'cid i n.
water pot, pitcher. t u l u ,  r anda.
Variant: 
d'bada; 
rikw�ndw�.

cì d k # n. (plural 
s'cidk')
strong 
traditional tool 
for digging, 
especially 
iron ore, like a 
small pickaxe.
g amajig o ,  
dig a.

cíd m� v. (past 
cid�mk�)
become less (of pain), ease, 
abate. t s ir g a,  k w ant ar  da zafi.

cíd ò v.
loud cry, lullaby song, ease, 
galloping.

d'cì g í n.
(stomach) full, satisfied. � o s h i,  
t at il .

cíh ì n num.
6 (six). s h ida. Variant: cíhìn.

Cíh ì n ì n.
constellation (group of stars), The 
Sixes, elsewhere called the Great 
Bear. t au r ar i.

cì k k � v.
be satisfied. � o s h i.

cíl k � v.
settle, receive (or be) a guest, 
accommodate (or be 
accommodated), show/accept 
hospitality, arrive, lodge at.
s au k ar  ir in na b a� o ,  s h i� a.

cìlks$ v.
settle, hold on, rest (for a short 
time). t s ai da.

cíl ú n.
being a stranger to sb, lodging, 
lodger. b ak u nc i.

cím v.
stop from here, put a stop to.
t s ay a dag a nan.

v 'címcímá n. (plural s'cimcima)
kind of drum. k imb a. Variant: 
v'címcímí (Dabai).

cì n 1 pro.
you and me (2nd person 
exclusive/dual). ni da k ai,  k e,  
mu .

c1n 2 num.
one. � ay a.

d'cì n � n. (plural c'cin�)
back. b ay a.

ù'cì n � n.
menstruation. h ail a.
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cín cà r n. (plural cíncàrnè)
Pigmy Kingfisher. w at a ir in c i- na-
w u y a,  mar o � in r u w a. Ispidina 
picta.

cín cín cín id.
lullaby, gentle, soft sound, little 
play song. y ar  w a� a t a t aw ai.

v 'cín d ò n.
cornstalk flute. k ar an b u s aw a 
w ani ir i. See: rado.

v 'cì n ík í n. (plural s'ciniki)
kind of herb. k ay an miy a.

v 'cín k � [��v’t����k��] n. (plural s'cink�)
1) kind of crab-grass. dar amb u w a.
2) children's pleated grass 
bracelet. ab in h annu .

cíp 1 adj.
dark, black, unlit. du h u .

cì p 2 adj adv.
strong. � ar fi,  � a� � ar fa.

cíp -cíp adv.
exactly. k y ank y an.

cì p s  v. (past cipsk�)
spit out. t o fa,  t u d da.

v 'cì r é n. (plural s'cire)
spitted meat, pierced and 
remaining on sticks. t s ir e.

cì r ì im ad.
darkness. du h u .

ù'cír k s  n.
comma [,] punctuation mark 
indicating a slight pause in a 
sentence. w a� afi.

cì tt v. (past cíttk%, active noun 
u'citt�)
put down (a load) from being 
carried on one's head, or bring 
down a cooking pot from the fire.
jidar  (da),  jido ,  s au k ar  (da).

cì z  v.
climb down, descend. s au k a.

d'cìzgcízgnì n.
slope, descent. g ang ar a.

có1 n. (plural s'co)
ridge. k u ny a.

cò 2 pro.
us, 1st person plural pronoun 
when used as object. mu .

á'cò pro.
ours. namu .

cò b à v. (past cobka)
thread (beads). zu r a.

ì'cób cò n. (plural m'cobco)
awl - a small, pointed tool for 
making holes in leather. mah iy in 
ma� er i.

v'cóbcò n. (plural s'cobco)
gimlet, a bigger tool which is 
heated to make a hole in wood.
w ani ir in mah u ji.

v 'cò b r ò n. (plural s'cobro)
a spit, a pole on which 
meat is secured for 
carrying or cooking.
c ina.

cób tà v.
make a contemptuous 
noise, sneer. t s ak i.

còbtò n. (plural s'cobto)
particular insolent noise 
made by pursing lips.
t s iw a,  t s ak i. Variant: 
covto.

cób tò n.
kissing. s u mb a.

cò c�b s á v. (past 
coc�bska, active noun u'coc�bsa)
level off ends, straighten, arrange, 
tidy, set, put in order. daidait o ,  
t s ar i. Variant: cocabska.

cò cb à n. (plural cocbna)
small fish with red spiky, bony 
fins. � ar ay e.

v 'cò ck ò n.
sting (or the stinging part) of 
wasp, bee or scorpion, spike, 
prickle. � ar i,  � ar ay e.

cò d à v. (past codka)
prop sth against, lean against.
dang ana,  jing ina.

c'cód ó n.
pawn, being resigned, giving up.
dang ana.
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ù'cò g n ò n.
bile, greenish vomit with a sour, 
sharp taste. amai.

u'coh o1 = u'copo.
ù'cò h ò 2 n.

paying, payment. b iy a. Variant: 
c'còpnò.

cò k ó n. (plural cokno)
1) slave. b aw a.
2) scarab beetle, dung beetle.
w ani ir in � w ar o . Coprinae.

m'còkó n.
slave, slavery, over-taxed. azab a,  
b amo t a,  b au t a.

còk$v nàyòmkò adj.
assiduous, hard-working, 
persevering. nac ew a,  jimr ew a.

cò má v. (past cómkà)
send. aik e,  dik a.

còmà n.
message, sent to one particular 
person. aik e,  s a� o .

cómtè v.
send, send to. aik a.

k'còmtè n. (plural c'comtne)
messenger, person carrying a 
message. w anda ak a aik a,  
mas inja.

ù'cón n. (plural c'con)
ear. k u nne.

á'cò n à n.
1) up, top, sky, above, over. s ama.
2) east. g ab as .

cò n k á [t�o�nka�] v.
swear, make an oath or promise 
to tell the truth. r ant s e.

cònkò [t�o�nko�] n. (plural s'conko)
oath. r ant s u w a.

cón -#m$ n. (plural c'cón-,m&)
kind of creeper or twiner that 
grows on farmland. b u r ab ay a,  
� ama g u r aji,  y ar y a� i. Commelina 
forskalaei.

cò p á v. (past copka)
pay. b iy a.

v 'cò p à n. (plural s'copa)
spear-grass, elephant grass. t o fa.
Imperata cylindrica.

c'cò p n ò = ù'còpò.
ù'cò p ó n. (plural c'copo)

1) earth, ground. � as a.
2) country, land. � as a. Variant: 
u'coho; c'copno.

còpú gy&zó n.
Hell, Gehenna. Jah annama.

còpú pélkà n.
water from a spring, oozing 
ground, well. t s at t s afi.

còpú pùsú n.
eternal life (colloquial). Lah ir a.

cós s ó adv.
suddenly, unexpectedly. b a zat an 
h adu w a.

cót adv.
springing, suddenly, leaping, 
quickly. � ag al .

cò tá n k à [t�o�ta��ka�] v.
sting. r amb a� a.

covto = cobta.
c$b $t adj.

tasteless. w ani ir in mo t s i,  
mail ami,  s al ab . Variant: c'd't.

c,d ,d , = caccacca.
c,d ,t = c'b't.
c$g c$g $ n. (plural c'gc'gn')

kind of warbler bird. t s ig i.
c,k c,k , = cakcaka1.
c$k d $ id.

flop. k ak u me,  l ang a!e. Variant: 
c'nd's.

c$k $ v.
pierce. h u da,  s o k a.

c,k s , v. (past c'ksk') = caksa.
c'c$k t$ n.

slush, mud. c ak w al i,  c a!al !al i,  
ajag al g al i,  b ag aja,  g ajab a.

c$n cò n. (plural s'c'nco)
shoulder. k afa� a.

c,n d ,s = c'kd'.
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c#n t#1 n. (plural c'nt'n')
kind of bird. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .

c#n t#2 n. (plural c'nt'n')
kind of grasshopper. w at a ir in 
far a.

k'c3,c n.
church. c o c i,  majami' a. From: 
English.

c$r $r $ id.
rumbling of an empty stomach.
c ida,  g u nji.

c$r $s adj.
tender, easily pierced. mai t au s h i.

c$s c$s $ id.
insane. mah au k ac i,  h au k a.
Variant: ky'sky's'.

c$s $ v. (past c'sk')
smash. fas h e,  r ag ar g aza.

c,tk s , v. (past c'ktsk') = caksa.
d'cú n.

corn heaped, ready beside a 
grinding stone. g u mi.

à'cú n. (plural s'cu)
face. fu s k a.

cù b ú n. (plural s'cubu)
arched iron-working implement, 
prepared piece of shaft for tying 
thatch to roof frame. k andama.
Variant: cuvu.

d'cù cú n. (plural c'cùcú) = d'bùgcú.
cù d cù d ù id.

warmly. � u mi- � u mi.

k'cú d ú d ú n. (plural c'cududu)
waterfall. mafadar  r u w a.

cududu = caccacca.
cù k ís ì v. (past cukiski)

bump. y i k ar o .
cú k k � v.

pushed up the soil (e.g. a seed 
germinating). b u n� u .

cù k k �d adj.
sticking out, protruding. zan� e.

cú k n á n. (plural cuknana)
kind of mushroom. naman k aza.
Variant: w�nw�r�.

cú k tì v. (past cuktki)
go further. da� in da� aw a.

cù k ú vt. (past cukku, active noun 
u'cuku)
push. t u r o ,  t u r a,  r u ng u za.

k'cù k ú n.
frying place, built-up base in farm 
of a small granary used for frying.
mat o y a.

cù mb ú t id.
splash, plop, the sound of sth 
leaping into the water. s u l u m.

d'cù mk ù n. (plural c'cumku)
forehead. g o s h i.

k'cù mù n. (plural c'cumu)
shield. g ar k u w a.

ì'cù mù n k ù n n ù [��t�u�mu��ku�nnu�] n.
darkness. du h u .

cú n k s ì [t�u�nks��] adv.
unexpectedly. c u b u s ,  c u !u s .

cú n k ù [t�u�nku�] v.
to call on sb to invite them to eat 
with you. t ay a.

cù n ú v. (past cunku)
make offer. t ay i.

cu vu = cubu.
cw á a v adv.

standing tall, erect. t s aw o  t s ap.
cw à d à t id.

smack, sound of sudden parting 
of lips. mo t s in l e!e w ani ir i.
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cw a g k à v.
stay far apart or away in fear of 
sth, self-exile, go into hiding. t s ay a 
nes a do n t s o r o .

cw a k a mcw a k a m = cwakcwak ; 
cakamcakam.

cw á k cw á k id.
smackingly, in a smacking way.
t au na. See: cakamcakam. Variant: 
cwakamcwakam.

cw á n pro.
we, us. mu . Variant: cwancwan.

cw à p adj.
messy (e.g. of a face), contorted.
b ar k at ai. Variant: cwep.

cw á vá vá id.
hiss, fizz, sound heard when 
something is put in frying oil.
mo t s in mai w ani ir i.

cw é b é v.
fill to the brim, stuff full. s as u m.
See: cebe.

cw è b é e adv.
packed full (almost overflowing).
b u ndu m.

cw è c v n n à a tà n.
earwig. w ani ir in � w ar o ,  
k u naman g er o ,  t s at s o . Forficula 
auricularia.

cw è c�v #mn $ n.
flat centipede with a painful sting.
s h ans h ani.

cw è cé n. (plural cwecne)
scorpion. k u nama.

cw è cmà n. (plural cwec�mna)
kind of fish like a catfish with a 
bony head. w ani ir in k ifi.

cw ep = cwap.
cw � 1 id.

tight grip. mat s i w ani ir i.
cw �2 n. (plural cw��n�)

shrew, or musk shrew. ja!a.
Crocidura spp. Variant: sw.
(Senchi).

cw �ccw � n. (plural cw�ccw�n�)
sunbird. s h a k au c i. Nectariniidae.

cw �& cw �& id.
squeak squeak! of a rat or other 
small creature. t s o w a ir in na 
!er a. Variant: cwiicwii.

cw �& t�r í adj.
small (of people etc.). k u y a- k u y a.

cw �in adj.
dirty-looking place, messy.
c ab ab b e. Variant: cw�r�m.

cw �m�& id.
dripping, soaked, drenched. ji� e.

cw �m�m� adj.
stunted. met s o .

cw & r & m = cw�in.
cw � t = w�t.
cw ícw í id.

clutching with both hands.
damu � a. Variant: bego.

cw íi cw íi id.
squeak (of a rat/mouse). t s i- t s i.

cw íim� = c%wíim%.
ì'cyà g n à

woven bag. = i'càgnà.
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D  -  d

d'- [��d’]
Class-marking prefix for a singular 
noun in the D class. Nouns in the 
D class are inanimate objects or 
plants of medium size and shape, 
between that of an egg and a fist. 
Plurals of D class nouns use the 
c' class-marker. The class-marker 
d' should not be confused with the 
pronoun d or �d which is written 
without an apostrophe and 
replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word d'kw� (gourd) is found 
next to the word kw�, and the 
word d'gyan (egg) is found 
between the words k'gyaara and 
gyan.

d á 1 part.
not. b a.

d à 2 conj.
and. da. From: Hausa.

v 'd à n. (plural s'da)
1) time, hour. l o k ac i.
2) event. s h ag al i.
3) season, weather. l o k ac in 
s h ek ar a,  y anay i.
4) menstruation, period. al ' ada,  
h ail a.

v'dà v'd$n adv.
forthwith, at once, immediately.
nan da nan.

d à a v. (past daaka)
touch sth lightly, brush against.
dafa.

k'd à a b è n. (plural c'daabe)
site. b u l l o . Small: d'daabe.

d à a b � conj.
if, on the condition that. idan,  
k a� an.

d á a cò n. (plural s'daco)
anvil, a smith's working tool.
ma� er iy a,  k am ma� er a.

d á a d à n. (plural s'daada)
fig-tree. c e� iy a. Ficus thonningii.

k'd á a d à n.
open space in front of chief's 
palace. � o far  fada.

ù'd á a g ó v.
hush (up), calm (down), peace-
making, counselling a person 
against (or quelling a person's 
desire for) shouting or fighting etc.
l al l as h i.

d á a m� conj.
before. k afin. From: Hausa.

d'd à a mk é n.
cause of trouble, troublesome.
fit ina.

d à a tá n. (plural c'daata)
pad. g anw o .

d á a z ò mò n. (plural daazoomno)
kind of cichlid perch. g ar g aza,  
k ar fas a. See: buru.

d à b à v. (past dabka)
carefully look into, sort out with 
care. za!i.

d à b g á v. (past dabgka)
talk non-stop, incessantly, babble, 
chatter. mag ana b a t s ay i.

d à cà v.
dip, touch sth lightly into a liquid.
dang w al a.

d à c mh $ n. (plural 
dac�mh'n')
dragonfly. � an 
mazar in- iy a.
Anisoptera.

d'd à ccà n. (plural 
c'dacca)
curved head of the 
stick used to hit the 
hourglass drum.
mak a� i. See: d'gúl%.
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k'd à d à n. (plural c'dada)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

k'd à d è n. (plural c'dade)
callus, bare, rough, hard skin.

d á d g à v. (past dadgka)
spread along the ground (of a 
plant). y a� a. Variant: dadgo.

d à d g �ml�n d � n. (plural 
dadg�ml�nd�n�)
spider. g izo g izo .

d à d g ó1 n. (plural c'dadgo)
creeping plant. b u b b u c i.

d à d g ó2 = dadga.
d á d ò adv.

firm grip, held fast. dan� a. See: 
ba2.

v 'd á g á n. (plural s'daga)
1) waist band or bangle - a thin 
belt of woven threads worn 
around waist.
dag u mi,  k amb u .
2) charm or amulet 
worn around the 
waist. g u r u . See 
picture for: k'bai, 
c'dapa.

d à g à v. (past dágkà)
choose, decide.
za!a. Variant: 
dákkà.

c'dàgà vn.
choice, decision.
za!e.

d à g d à g à id.
shakily. h ar  y ana r aw a.

d'd à g n à (plural c'dagna) = dagno.
d'd a g n e = dagno.
d à g n 5 n.

udder (of milked animals). h ant s a,  
t ek i. Variant: d'dagna ; dagne.

d à h à s á v.
light, set fire to. h as a,  h as k a,  
k u nna,  k y as t a,  h u r a. Variant: 
dapasa (other dialects).

d à h è adv.
next year, the following year. b a� i.
Variant: dape.

d à k á 1 n. (plural c'dakna)
cichlid or perch, a tropical 
freshwater fish. g ar g aza. Tilapia sp

d à k á 2 n. (plural dakna)
baby mouse. w ani ir in t s ar an 
k u s a.

d á k á c-d á k á cé id.
wobbling. w at a ir in t afiy a.

d à k á -r ù mù n. (plural dàká-rùmnù)
kind of worm, or caterpillar, 
possibly those turning into 
butterflies. w at a ir in t s u t s a,  
mani- mani.

d à k  n má yù mù n. (plural 
dak�nmayumnu)
kind of caterpillar. t s u t s a.

d á k  r cò v. (past dak�rcko)
walk heavily with single steps, 
stomp, plod. w at a ir in t afiy a.

d à k d à k à id.
speckled, spotted. dab b ar e-
dab b ar e,  w ak e- w ak e.

k'd á k k á n. (plural c'dakka)
barren area of land. k e� u w a.

d à k k á a r è n. (plural 
s'dakkaare)
specially-made leather 
loincloth for wrestling.
b al l o de,  w ar k i.

d à k k è n.
kind of twining plant that 
grows low down on ant 
hills. w ani ir in it ac e.

d à k l à n. (plural s'dakla)
collarbone. k ar an 
k ar ma,  � as h in w u y e.
Variant: daklo.

d a k l o = dakla.
d á k ò n. (plural s'dako)

Fulani necklace 
ornament. w ani ir in 
du t s en w u y a.

d à k r à  d à k r à id.
spotted, marked. � ig o -
� ig o .

k'd à k s á n. (plural c'dàksá)
digging rod. dag i.
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d á k s è v. (past dakske)
support sth by putting hand under 
it. t al l afa.

d à k s ò n. (plural c'dakso)
instep, footprint, palm, sole. t afi.

d à k tá v. (past daktke)
carry on, pursue sth, push on, 
pass over. mi� e. Variant: dakte.

d à k t�mt#n n.
period in late October and early 
November. l o k ac in h u nt u r u .

d à lmà n. (plural c'dalma)
bald head. s an� o .

d à mà 1 v. (past damka)
stick on, add a small portion of sth 
to the larger part and stick them 
together. g ame.

d à mà 2 v. (past damka, active noun 
i'dama)
quarrel, misunderstanding, fight.
t azniy a,  fa� a,  adaw a.

d �má adv.
already. dama. From: Hausa.

d á mb à v. (past damka)
tack or fix sth together. l al l afc e.

d à mè n s é v. (past damenske)
put together, become stuck 
together, join. g ame. Variant: 
gamense.

ù'd á mó n. (plural c'damo)
wooden implement for beating a 
mud floor.
mada!i.

d á mr á adj. (plural damrana)
big, great, honoured (person). mai 
g ir ma.

d'dámrá n. (plural c'damra)
sth big, the big one. b ab b a.

c'dámrá n.
greatness, honour, promotion 
above others. g ir mama.

dámrá swàuné n. (plural damra 
swanane)
the most honourable (person).
ajau r u . See: gàt%mgátmó.

d à ms á v. (past damska)
call one to come, summon. k ir a.
Variant: damse.

d á mtà v. (past damtka)
smoothen sth (e.g. flour) by 
tapping with a smoothing 
instrument. daddal e,  danda!a.

d á n pro.
you (nearby, not far). k aji.

d'd à n n. (plural c'dan)
anthill. g idan g ar a,  ju !a. Large: 
k'dan.

g'mv�d'dan
n.

queen 
termite.

d á n b à r è n. (plural danbarne)
Nile perch - an edible freshwater 
fish with spiny fins. g iw ar - r u w a.
Variant: wac'kw��t�; wak'r'r'.

d á n g à 1 [da���a�] vi. (past dangka)
proceed from a place to another.
ida is a.

d á n g à 2 [da���a�] v.
entangle, tie up. dab aib ay e.

d à n g �m-cé [da�����mt�e�] n. (plural 
dang�m-cene)
stick insect, an insect white 
remains motionless for a long time 
resembling a twig. w ani ir in 
� w ar o . Phasmida. Variant: 
dápcì-m'làbá; d,kì-s'yàngò; 
gw/�v-s'yàngò.
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d à n g �r n à [da������na�] n.
cereal grass. ac c a,  int ay a,  
g u zg u s .

c'd à n g ò [t�da���o�] n.
tether. dab aib ay a.

k'dàngò [k’da���o�] n. (plural 
c'dango)
tether rope, hobbling rope.
t ar na� i.

d à n g tá [da���ta�] v. (past 
dantka)
proceed along with. iy ar  
(da). Variant: dangte, 
dangtke.

d á n k ú n yà [da��ku�nja�] n.
(plural dánkúnyànà)
collarbone, clavicle.
� as h in w u y a.

d á n k ú n yà n. (plural 
dánkúnyànà)
Black-bellied Pangolin, 
a reptile creature. w at a 
ir in h al it t a mai r ar r afe.
Manis tetradactyla. From: 
Hausa?

d'd á n k w á l í [da��kwa�l��] n.
(plural s'dánkwálí)
head tie. � ank w al i. From: Hausa.

d à n tr à m ad.
blank stare; unseeing. du b a.

d á n w � r � n. (plural danw�r�n�)
renowned farmer. s ar k in no ma.

k'd à p à n. (plural c'dapa)
hooked stick. mak at a,  ma� at a.

d à p à 1 v. (past dapka)
gum, stick sth onto sth else.
manna.

d à p à 2 n. (plural s'dapa)
tree parasite of the fig-tree family.
s ir iy a.

d à p à 3 n.
kind of children's disease.
g o jinjima.

d à p à 4 n. (plural dapna)
leech, small blood-sucking worm 
living in water. mat s at t s ak u ,  
c ak w a. Variant: mádàmbólò.

d à p à 5 n. (plural dàpà) = v'àníní.
d à p á n k à [da�pa��ka�] v.

touch (sb) with a lit torch. dal l ar a.
d à p  n cé n. (plural dap�ncene)

imaginary spirit, ghost. g anin 
zu c iy a,  � ag a.

d à p *r s k è v.
stick to, cling to. � ank afe,  
dan� ar e.

d á p cì -m' l à b á = dang�m-ce.
d a p e = dahe.
d à p r à  d à p r à id.

sound of footsteps. t af- t af- t af.
d à p r è -d à p r è ad.

stickingly, (walking) with plodding, 
single steps like a leper. � ank o  
� ank o  t afiy a w ani ir i.

d á p tá 1 n. (plural daptana)
praying mantis, a large greenish 
brown insect, which folds its long 
forelegs as if praying. do k in 
Al l ah ,  � o � i � o � i. Mantis religiosis.

d à p tà 2 n. (plural daptna)
ape, 
monkey 
(general 
term 
describing 
several 
primates).
b ir i.

dàpt-bìkà n.
baboon. b ik a,  g w ag g o . Papio.
From: Hausa (partial).

dàpt-gy,zó n. (plural 
dapt-gy'zno)
red monkey. jan b ir i. Variant: 
dàpt d'kwíngí (children's name 
for it).

dàpt-rímú n.
chimpanzee, small black monkey.
b a� im b ir i,  b ir ime g ang a.

dàpt-díkà n.
(black) monkey a little larger than 
a chimpanzee. g o g g o .
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d á p tè v. (past dáptkè)
pick up, catch, tend, take care of 
sth that is almost dislodging or 
disintegrating. l al l a!a.

ù'd à r g è n.
'the wrong draught hole'. dar ar  
k as h in aw ak i. � Z ong a he k 
nu'd ar g e . 'Your go has fallen on the 
wrong draught hole.'

d à s adv.
direct, straight at or up. t s ay e.

d à s à v. (past daska)
dodge, cause to deviate. b au � a.

c'd á u n.
thicket - thick growth of grass or 
guinea corn which is hard to see 
or walk through. l ab u .

k'd  n.
things which bore one, or which 
one dislikes. g u na w ani ir i.

c'd � v.
flatter, give a feeling of pleasure 
to sb. l al ama,  l al l a!a.

d �1 pro.
it, pronoun representing nouns in 
the singular d' class. s h i,  it a.
Variant: d.

d �+2 v. (past d%�k3)
press (in order to compact), bend 
under weight or stress. t au s a,  
l o t s a.

d  +d ù n. (plural d��dnu)
ant-lion. w ani ir in � w ar o .
Myrmeleontidae.

d �+g  v.
press. dan� ar a.

d *+l id.
bob, appear (and disappear) 
quickly. jefas ,  t u l l i. � � m he nk o 
d ��l. I saw it bob.

d �+n s  v. (past d��nsk�)
turn on, prepare, start sth. s h ir y ar  
da,  k ak k amt a.

d  +p � v. (past d��pk�, active noun 
u'd��pu)
repair temporarily, patch. l al l a!a.

c'd%�pù adv.
temporarily, hastily. l al l afc e,  
l al l a!a.

d  +t� v.
never again, not to be repeated, 
ultimate, last. fau fau .

d �b � n. (plural s'd�b�)
rubber tree. g amji. Hevea 
brasiliensis.

d �g d �g � id.
soft and tender, swollen. r aw a 
w ani ir i.

d  g r  + adv.
unbalanced, wobbly. � ag w ar w a.

d �in adv.
purposely, in a determined way.
t ak anas .

d  k adj.
1) thick. (mai) k au r i. See: t�k.
2) crumpled and stuck together, 
become like a ball. du n� u l i,  
� u ndu ndu ne.

d �k �n n  v. (past d%k$nnk%)
slap with an open palm of the 
hand on the back to create a loud 
noise but without causing pain.
� ima.

d'd%k%nn$ n. (plural c'd�k�nn�)
thrashing, a slap. du k a da t afin 
h annu .

d �k �s  v. (past d�k�sk�)
break off, divide. !ant al a.

d  k k   d ' b à tà n. (plural d�kk� 
d'batana)
sloth, person who acts slowly.
mar a k w azo  w ani ir i.

d  k l � v. (past d�k�lk�)
run away, leave forever, travel 
away with the intention of never 
returning. b ar in w u r i 
du ng u r u ng u n.
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v 'd �l � n. (plural s'd�l�)
quiver, arrow 
sheath. k w ar i.

d �m�r s í v.
wrap, collect 
together. g ame,  
r u ng u me.

d  n pro.
1) it (third person 
singular, neuter).
s h i.
2) it_will.
— pro.

d'd$n num.
one, only. � ai,  
� ay a.

v'd$n pro.
the one, the only, 
the sole. s h i k adai.

d$nd$n pro.
only it. ab in.

d �n  v' d �n adv.
one by one. � ai- � ai.

d �n � n. (plural c'd�n�)
bad taste, distaste, 
unpleasantness, lack of savour.
g u ndu r a,  � o s a.

d  n g � [d������] v. (past d�ngk�)
be heated, become warm. zafafa.

m'd%ng% [��md������] n.
warmth, heat. zafi. � H�m c i  
m'd �ng �. The water is hot (lit. has 
heat).

d%ngs$ [d����s��] v. (past d�ngsk�)
heat, warm up. zafafa.

d �n g �m [d������m] id.
swinging, dangling, swaying.
zal au . Variant: d�ng�m.

d%ngd%ngù [d����d����u�] v.
dangle, shake, sway. l il o ,  r et o ,  
� ag o g o .

d �n g l í [d����l��] adv.
1) alone. k a� ait a.
2) (seated) motionless and quietly.
zau ne s h ir u .

d �n l à in é adv.
the season (year) after next. b a� i 
w a� anc an.

d �n tà a adv.
staring, goggling, with protuberant 
eyes. g w ai,  g w al am.

d  n t� v. (past d�ntk�)
bounce. !il l a,  !u l l a.

d �n tr �m ad.
giddily - unable to see clearly. mai 
du s h ew a,  du b a w ani ir i.

d  p v.
pad. l a� e.

d'd  p  
amulet, charm sewn in leather.
l ay a.

k'd$p$ n. (plural c'd�p�)
charm, amulet. l ay a.

d �p �n s  v.
set, light a fire. h as a.

d �p d �p � adv.
sticky, oily. mai dan� o - dan� o .

d �p k  v. (past d�pkk�)
repair temporarily, fix up. l al l a!a.
See: d��p�.

ù'd  p k ú n. (plural c'd�pku)
manage (only just), struggle.
l al l a!a.

c'd �p k ù adj.
light, temporary, not strong or 
persistent, loose. l a!u na.

d �p r ì adj.
stuck together, joined. g ame.

d%prìd%prì adj.
sticky. mai dan� o - dan� o .

d �r �k id.
intense mass, (bursting out) 
abundantly. c ak ac ak a,  fu r t u t u ,  
da!a!a.

d  r ì n. (plural d�rini)
Senegal hartebeest. dar i.
Alcelaphus. From: Hausa.

v 'd �r í n.
halfpenny piece. s is in k w ab o .
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d �s adj.
balanced, comfortable (sitting).
daidait aw a.

d  s k � v.
1) bend. t an� w ar a.
2) turn, circle, go around, make a
circuit. g ew ay a.

d  s k s k � v.
push up or out (usu. the bottom of 
sth). fanda� a.

d  s s ì n. (plural d�sni)
kind of grasshopper. far an g o nan 
ac c a.

d é part.
now. y anzu . From: Hausa.

d è b á v. (past debaka)
creep, use stealth, go secretly and 
quietly. h al in s an� a.

m'débó n.
d è b è n.

roof, top covering of a building, 
top, apex (of a roofed room).
jink a,  r u fi,  l al l e� u . Variant: 
dwebe.

d é d g à v. (past dedgka)
1) pack carefully. l al l a!a.
2) make use of for a short time, 
meticulously care for sth so it 
does not spoil, tie slackly as a 
temporary measure. t au s h e.

d eeg a v. (past deegka) = dooga.
d è el à n. (plural c'deela)

arrow. k ib iy a. Variant: eela; 
d'eela, c'eela.

deeld m'laba n.
poison arrow. k ib iy a mai dafi.
See: m'laba.

v 'd è el à n.
metal pin or needle for braiding 
hair. k ib iy ar  k it s o .

v 'd è el à n. (plural s'dèelà)
screw (tool). � u s a mai t ir edi.

d é g d é g é adv.
exactly, precisely, at a precise 
location. !ag u r a. See: digdigi.

k'd eh e = k'depe.
d è k  n s k è v.

become dirty. du � u ndu � u n.
d è k é n. (plural dekne)

warthog. g adu .
k'd è p è n. (plural c'depe)

head of corn. zang ar niy a. Variant: 
k'dehe.

d é r é 1 n. (plural déréné; dérné)
kind of antelope. w ani ir in mazo .

d é r è 2 n. (plural s'dere)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

d è và v. (past devka)
weigh down even more (e.g. by 
sitting on a heavily-
laden donkey).
dan� ar e.

d � adv.
in the past. y au s h e.

d'd �b � n. (plural c'd�b�)
liver. h ant a.

d.b. n.
pith, centre (of a 
tree). t o t u w a,  t u w o  
na c ik in it ac e.

k'd �b � adj.
strength, fortitude, 
bravery. � ar fin 
zu c iy a.

m 'd �b � n.
temper. fu s h i,  h al in,  
zu c iy a.

d'd �b k #b # n. (plural 
c'd�bk'b')
short-lived edible fungus, a plant 
without leaves which grows 
quickly. b u r ar  k ar e da u r e- ir en 
s u . Variant: d�t�huhu (Senchi); 
duskuru (Senchi).

d �& d � n.
yesterday. jiy a.

d � & t� v. (past d��tk�)
pick up, lift, take up. dau k i.
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d � g  l k � v.
pick up one by one, select. t s int a.

d �g d �g � id.
vibrating, quivering, soft to touch, 
shaky. w ani ir in mo t s i.

d �h é n = d�hne.
k'd �h � n. (plural c'd.h/)

the spleen. t s efa,  s aifa mar a!iy a.
Variant: k'd�p� (Ribah).

d �h n / ad.
1) ancient, of old, old-fashioned.
na dau r i.
2) a long time ago. t u n t u ni.

d �k id.
one step, single step. w at a ir in 
t ak aw a.

ù'd �k d � k � adj.
in bits and pieces, separated, 
broken up. k as h i k as h i.

d �k � v. (past d�kk�)
stoop, bend down. du � a.

d �k �s � v. (past d�k�sk�)
bend sth. l an� w as a,  t an� w as a.

d � k l �1 v.
tap, swat. dafaw a.

d � k l �2 v. (past d�k�lk�)
1) sharpen a knife edge or any 
implement. w as a.
2) travel to an unknown place. y i 
t afiy a.

c'd.klò n.
sharpening of tools. w as a.

d �k t� v. (past d�ktk�)
care for, show concern for.
k u l aw a damu  ak an.

d �l � vt. (past d/lk.)
1) put in, insert. s a c ik i.
2) cause, make sth happen. s a,  
jaw o ,  k aw o .

d �m� v. (past d.m/k.)
warn, scold, rebuke, chastise. y i 
w a fa� a,  fa� ak adda.

à'd �ml ò n.
profanity, prayer, curse. da' aw a.

m 'd � n d � n.
an unhealthy blood condition 
delaying the healing of even a 
minor sore. � anjik i. Variant: 
m'b�nd�.

d � n g � [d������] n. (plural d�ngn�)
Yellow-throated Long-Claw. w ani 
ir in t s u nt s u . Macronyx croceus.

d �n g l �& s ú [d���l���su�] n. (plural 
c'd�ngl��su)
stilts, a pair of poles with feet 
supports for raising oneself higher 
when walking. � ank w ar o .

d �n g s ó [d���so�] v. (past d�ngsko)
climb to the top. h ay e c an s ama.

d � p adv.
deep (down). nu t s a.

k'd �p � = k'd�h�.
d �p � k � v.

cling, stick on to sb like a limpet.
dafar du .

d �r g s � v. (past d�rgsk�)
pick up sth heavy. � au k aw a w ani 
ir i.

d & t& h u h u = d'd�bk'b'.
k'd íg � n.

any imported tool used 
for digging, such as a 
spade, shovel or pick-
axe. dig a. From: 
English.

d íg d íg í1 adv.
exactly, at a particular 
point. daidai w adai da.
See: degdege.

d ì g d ì g ì 2 id.
dangling. r et o ,  l il o .

d ì g m�& id.
(standing) with a heavy 
load on one's head, weighed 
down. t s ay u w a da k ay a w ani ir i.
Variant: digm�digm�.

d'd íik $ n. (plural c'diik')
headscarf, headkerchief, head tie.
adik o . From: Hausa.

d ì k l �g ù n. (plural dikl�gnu)
kind of male mouse. w ani ir in 
k u s u .
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d ì k ù n. (plural diknu)
1) single (unmarried) rodent, 
bachelor. b u r g u .
2) single person (having no 
husband or wife). t u zu r u ,  
g w au r o .

c'dìkù n.
lonely, abandoned, alone, 
absence of someone dear to you, 
being temporarily single without a 
husband or wife while they are 
travelling away. k a� ait a,  zaman 
k ew a.

d ì l $, id.
1) tossing about, going up and 
down, swaying. w ani ir in mo t s i.
Variant: dil'dil'.
2) hanging on, living off other 
peoples' work. w ani ir in r at ay e.

d ìm 1 adj.
behind, back. b ay a.

d ìm�2 v. (past dimk�)
drop with a thud. s ak i ab u  y a,  
fadi w ani ir i.

d ím n � v. (past dim�nk�, active noun 
m'dim�n�)
(for a mother to) smack or beat a 
child for some misdemeanour in 
pretence, making the noise and 
causing the child to cry and feel 
shame but without causing pain.
b u g a. Continuous: dim�lk.

d ìmílmíl ù n. (plural dìmílmílnù)
Senegal Kingfisher. t s int ar ,  
c inaw u y a. Halcyon senegalensis.

d'd ì n  n. (plural c'din�)
name. s u na.

d ì n g # [d������] n. (plural ding'n')
Pin-tailed Whydah, a small bird 
with a very long tail. w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u . Vidua macroura.

d ì n g r ì im [d��������m] adj.
size, mass, describing the size of 
sth. g ir man ab u .

d ì n g r ìm = kingrim.
d ín k ì r í [d��nk�����] n. (plural dink�rni)

kind of frog. mat ar  k o g i,  l adin 
k o g i. Variant: dinkili.

d ín t� v.
be blunt. dak u s a.

dìnts$ v.
make sth blunt. dak u s ad da.

d ín tk � v.
blunt. dak u s a.

d ì p r ò m id.
(with an) ugly look. k andab ar a.

d is +, c' d is + = is�.
k'd ís ì n.

want, desire, craving sth. k w a� ai,  
k w aday i.

d ò d à v. (past dodka)
pile up, set or put one thing on 
another. aza.

d ò d g ò n. (plural c'dodgo)
kind of edible (vegetable) 
tuberous, growth or plant. w as u  
ir in t s ir e- t s ir e.

d óg d óg ó id.
out of nowhere, out of the blue.
k a� ait a w ani ir i.

d ò g n ò n. (plural dog�nno)
kind of bush animal - antelope.
maje (dab b a).

d ò g ó adj.
end, back, side of bed near the 
wall. g ab ar a.

k'd ò g s á n. (plural c'dogsa)
pot or saucer for collecting potash 
water from a 
colander.

d'd ò k á n. (plural 
c'doka)
penis.
azak ar i.

d ò k à s á v.
put a lot, add 
more than 
required, 
overfill.
dan� ar i.

d ò k n á v.
knot, tie a knot. � u l l a.

d'd ò k n ò n. (plural c'dokno)
knot. � u l l i.
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ù'd ò k ò n.
kind of stone, rock. w ani ir in 
du t s e.

d óm conj.
because. do min. From: Hausa.

d ómb á n.
heap, pile. t u l i. Variant: 
dombdombo.

d ómò 1 n.
special reference point prepared 
where food, salt, cloth etc. is kept 
at the start of the second burial 
ceremonial activities. s h ir y aiy en 
w u r i w ani ir i.

d ò mò 2 n.
specially-built round grave.
k u s h ew a.

d'd ón n. (plural c'don)
breast. mama,  no no .

d ò n d óok à n. (plural dondookana)
harnessed antelope. mazo ,  
g anjar .

d ón g d ón g ó [do���do���o�] id.
1) curved out, bulging out of its 
natural shape. do r o .
2) piled or heaped up (very high).
t u l a,  jib g a,  t s ib a.

d ò og á vi. (past doogka)
come back, return. k o mo ,  daw o .
Variant: dòog�.

dóogà (past doogka)
go back. k o ma. Variant: deega;
dorga; vaaka.

d ò og tá v. (past doogtka)
bring sth back, carry sth back to 
its position, return. may ar ,  may as .
Variant: doogte; dweegta.

d oog te v. (past doogtke) = doogta.
d óol è v. (active noun u'doole)

force, coerce, compel. t il as t a.
From: Hausa.

d óor è num.
nine, 9. t ar a.

d ò or ò n. (plural s'dooro)
cotton material woven into a small 
checked pattern. s a� i.

d'd ò or ò n. (plural c'dooro)
mortar (for pounding food etc.).
t u r mi.

d óotó adv.
with enjoyment. w ani ir in da� i.

m 'd óotò r ó n.
sweet juice that collects on locust-
tree blossom. w at a ir in r u w an 
fu r e.

d ò p á 1 v. (active noun c'dopo)
repair old hoe blade with fresh 
metal. r aw ay e.

c'dópó n.
1) repairs, welding, repairing any 
iron implement by joining it with a 
piece of fresh metal. r aw ay e.
2) patch riveting. adab al i.

d ò p á 2 v. (past dopka)
join. h a� a,  g ama.

d ò p r è v.
clasp, hook together, cling to.
mak al e.

d'dòprò n. (plural c'dopro)
1) joint. g a!a.
2) section of sugar-cane or 
bamboo between two knuckles.
k u ndo  g a!a.

d'd ò p r 5 n. (plural c'dopr4)
joint. g a!a,  mag ami.

d ór fò n. (plural dorfono)
knob-billed goose, spur-winged 
goose. � ani,  diny a,  na mijin 
k w ar w a.

d or g a v. (past dorgka) = dooga.
d ò r í s t$ n. (plural dor�m st')

soup pot. t u k u ny an miy a.

d ò r ò n. (plural s'doro)
pipe for smoking. t u k u ny an t ab a.
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ì'd ò r ò n. (plural m'doro)
pot. t u k u ny a. Large: k'doro. Large 
Plural: c'doro. See picture for: 
d'ubgcu.

d'd ò tà n. (plural c'dota)
stool. k u jer a.

d óvd óvó adj.
stacked up, 
piled up, pile 
of things 
packed on 
one another.
t s ir i,  t s ir g e,  
t s ir g a.

d #1 vt. (past 
d''k', active noun s'd')
pound. dak e.

d #2 n. (plural s'd')
second private, hidden escape 
door made by mice. � o far  r ami 
na b o y e.

d $3 id.
softness, or tiredness. l u !u - l u !u .

s 'd $ n.
1) pounding. s ak iy a.
2) puncturing of an abscess with a 
hot arrow head. s ak iy a.

d $g d $g $ ad.
soft to the touch, tender. l u !u -
l u !u ,  l u b iy a. See: dugdugu.

d $g r $t adj.
large and round, bulging out and 
clearly visible. g w ar a- g w ar a.

k'd $h é n. (plural c'd'he)
digging hoe, hoe used for digging 
up ground. h au y an k apt u  mag ini.

d $k v.
drip, drop, fall of liquid. � ar s h i,  
� ik ,  � ig e.

d #k �v k ' w è n n.
cornstalk horse (for children's 
playing). do k in w as a.

d #k cò n. (plural c'd,kcò)
hammer used by a blacksmith to 
flatten sth. h ama,  g u du ma.

d $k d $k id.
pouring out, gushing out in drops.
� ar s aw a.

d #k ì -s ' yà n g ò [d��k�� s’ja���o�] = 
dang�m-ce.

d #k $1 n. (plural d'kn')
horse. do k i. Large: k'd'k'. Large 
Plural: c'd'kn'. From: Hausa.

d,kv s'k&m& n.
bicycle. k ek e.

d,kv k'wèn n. (plural d'kna 
c'wen)
cornstalk horse. do k in k ar a.

d&kv k'yà n.
clitoris. � an t s ak a.

d $k $2 v. (past d,kk&)
1) peck. c ac c ag a,  t s at t s ag a.
2) choose someone to wrestle 
with, spar. za!a.

s'dw.klò an.
continuous pecking. c ac c ag a 
k o y au s h e. See: dw/kl/.

d $k $3 n. (plural c'd'k')
biceps, large muscle round the 
arm just above the elbow. k w a� o n 
h annu ,  � u ndu w a.

k'd $k $ n. (plural c'd'k')
(left) hip throw, a wrestling move.
dab ar an k o k aw a. See: k'panta.

d $l# n.
joke, simple play, teasing, 
approaching sb in a playful 
manner. w as a.
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d $m id.
very soft, lying in a soft place.
l u mu s .

d $mb $ n. (plural d'mbn')
grey heron. zal !e. Variant: 
d'mbo.

d #mk  à  r ímk à np.
'black mouth', an insulting refrain 
or nickname meaning very ugly.
mu ni w ani ir i,  b ak i b a� i. See: 
k'd'm'. Variant: d,mk % rímk%
(original phrase distorted in 
singing).

k'd #m# n. (plural c'd'm')
beak. b ak in s u ns u . See: d,mk à 
rímkà.

d $n d $n $ adv.
kind of look (on face). w ani ir in 
du b a.

d $n g có [d����t�o�] n.
top, peak. � o l o l u w a,  � o � u w a.

d $n g d #n g ó1 [d����d����o�] n.
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

d $n g d $n g ò 2 [d����d����o�] adv.
swaying from side to side. r aw ar  
(da). See: t'ngt'ngo.

d #n k #l [d��nk��l] adv.
sticking out awkwardly. k afu w a 
w ani ir i.

d $n td $n tò ad.
wide-eyed, with large and round 
eyes, indicating lack of respect, 
innocence or fear. g w ar a- g w ar a 
(w ani ir i). See: b&nb&n&.

k'd $n t$ n. (plural c'd'nt')
bare forehead between horns on 
a goat, ram, ox etc. even a camel.
g o s h i,  g u mal e.

d $n tr $m ad.
with large, round eyes focussed 
on one thing. w ani ir in k al l o . See: 
d&ntd&ntò.

d $,g s # v. (past d''gsk')
1) make fun of, play, joke, tease 
(sb). w ani ir in w as a.
2) coax, beg or urge. k al al l ame,  
l al l as h e. Variant: 'bgs'; &bg%vs&.

d #,k �v-l $n g ò [d���k��vl������] v.
line up, make into single file.
do do .

d #,k $ v. (past d''kk')
pierce, stab. jib � e,  s o k e.

d $,m n ù ' g $v$ n. (plural d''m 
c'g'v')
farmers' feast. w al ima,  b ik i.

d $,r $ n.
kind of celebration. w ani ir in b ik i.

d'd $,r $ n. (plural c'd''r')
hoe (newly-made by blacksmith).
h au y a.

d $,s # v. (past d,'sk&)
startle, unexpectedly rouse animal 
from hiding. t ada.

d $,t$p # n. (plural d''t'pn')
dullard, fool. do l o .

d $r k # n. (plural c'd'rk')
1) cockscomb. l ag e- l ag e,  c ir o k i.
2) kind of shaving with line of 
unshaved hair left on the centre of 
the head. t o l iy a. See: ù'g%mb%.

d $r $n n # v. (past d&r,nk&)
poke the forehead (or cheeks) as 
a rebuke. c u ng u l a,  t s u ng u l a,  
mat s o ni. � K ad av d �r �nn� w a 
unlo. Don't poke that lad.

d #s id.
1) sound of sudden breaking.
� ar ar  k ar y ew a.
2) be concave, curved inwards.
k o ma� a� � e.

d $s $ v. (past d,sk&)
break away suddenly.
g ant s avar r e.

d #t id.
round and large (esp. of eyes).
da� w a- da� w a.

d $t�md $tmò adv.
acting strangely. w ani ir in h al i.

d $tr è e adv.
nearby. w u r i,  h al in mat s ay i.

d $vò vt.
touch. t a!a.

k'd ù d ú n. (plural c'dudu)
pimple. � u r ji.
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d ù g d ù g ù ad.
soft to the touch. l u !u - l u !u . See: 
d'gd'g'.

d ù g ù n.
bottom (anus). du b u r a.

c'd ù g ù n.
act of tickling. c ak u l k u l i.

d ù g ù z �u n.
castrated goat worshipped in 
Wasagu. t au r e.

d ù k id.
sound of pestle pounding in 
mortar (low and high sound 
respectively on tones). mo t s in 
dak a.

d ú k � v. (past dukka)
blow, cause draught. b u s o ,  h u r o .

d ù k k í n. (plural dukni)
traditional age group for girls, 
when they reach puberty. t s ar a na 
g ado  na y ammat a. � A w a w ant a 
c aa c 'd ukki , kus k u s 'w # #  s 'i l� u'y aat  
d aat o. If a girl reaches the age of 
initiation, there are two more years until 
she reaches the last stage of girlhood.

d'd ú k ú v.
lay egg. nas h i � w ai.

d ù k ú v.
sow seed by scattering. w at s a.

v 'd ù k ù n. (plural s'duku)
temporary animal track.
b ar au niy ar  h any a.

d ù m n k � [du�m���k��] v.
rumble or growl (inc animals).
c ida,  g u nji.

d'dúmú n. (plural c'dumu)
rumble of thunder. c ida.

k'd ù md ù mn ù n.
moist, black soil which is good for 
crops. da!ar o .

d ù md ù mù adv.
soft to the touch. l u !u - l u !u ,  
t au s h i.

ì'd ú mí n.
fight. fa� a. See: dumu.

v 'd ú mú n. (plural s'dumu)
1) heart. zu c iy a.
2) bad, evil ways, wickedness.
mu g u nt a.

d ù mú v. (past dúmkù, active noun 
v'dúmú)
fight, tease, be rough with sb, 
quarrel. mu g u nt a,  fa� a. See: 
i'dumi.

d ú n d ù n.
kind of g'lm' song that gives no 
room for even a short rest; a kind 
of punishment. w a� ar  no ma.

d ú n d ù r ú s ù n. (plural dundurusunu)
kind of black flying insect. w ani 
ir in � w ar o .

d ú n g d ú n g ú [du���du���u�] ad.
imperfectly rounded, not quite 
spherical. mai s iffar  do r o .

d ù n g ú [du���u�] n.
1) the back yard, behind the 
house. r at s i.
2) lavatory. b ay ang u r i.

d ú n k ù [du�nku�] n. (plural dunknu)
White-thighed Hornbill. b u r t u .
Bycanistes albotibialis. � Dunk c i  
k'd �m k's w ak�. The hornbill has a 
large beak. See: cénkàré ('Grey 
Hornbill', which is much smaller).

d ú r g ú n. (plural durgunu)
kind of mouse that lives in tree 
cavities. w ani ir in !er a.

d ù r ú s k ù v.
cave in. � u r mu s h e,  b u r me,  
!u r me. Variant: turusku.

d ú s 1 id.
be concave, curved inwards. w ani 
ir in du b a -  do r o .

d ù s 2 id.
sound of sth falling softly; 'thud'.
fas h ew a a s annu .

d ù s d ù s ù adv.
in a confused or incoherent 
manner. b o t s o t s o .

d ú s k � v.
waft or blow towards you. b u s o .
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d ú s k � n.
person who talks nonsense.
w aw a.

d u s k u r u = d'd.bk,b,.
d ú s má n.

1) senseless speaking. mag ana 
r as h in h ank al i.
2) person who talks nonsense.
w aw a.

d ú s mù v. (past dusumka)
talk rubbish or irrelevantly.
b ang ar a,  b adau .

à'dùsmù n.
1) chatterbox. b ang ar a b andau .
2) nonsense. mag ana may e.

d ú t id.
shallow. r as h in zu r fi.

d ú t� np.
a childrens' playname.

k'd ú tú n.
rear lumbar region. � u g u ,  
k w ank w as o ,  � u ng u r u . Variant: 
ab�j; k'ziti.

d ù u h ù n. (plural s'duuhu)
shrub which grows well during the 
rainy season. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

d ú u n à n.
nickname for golmo person who 
awards punishment to 1st year. �
Duuna baan g �lm�, i  unw an t u buu 
a c 'k�t �. A person that is given this title 
is in charge of giving punishments to 
anyone found guilty.

d'd ú u tú n.
quickly made and uncooked 
tuwo. k a� � w ar y a,  s h ar anda!o ,  
s h ar !il a.

d ú u tú 1 v (aux).
must. do l e.

d ú u tú 2 adv.
by force. t il as .

d ù vd ù vù ad.
crookedly. k o ma� a. � H�d k nu'be l 
e mk d uvd uvu. The boundary of the 
farm is marked crookedly.

d ù vg k ù v.
buckle up, become dented.
k o ma� a.

d ù vì n s í v. (past duvinski)
mix up, join together. g ama,  
g ame. See: s�m�ns�.

d ù vís ì v. (past duviski)
come together suddenly, clash, 
meet in conflict, bump into, 
collide. c i k ar o ,  b u g a,  b ank a.

d'dùvísì n.
bump. k ar o ,  b ank a.

d ú vk ù v.
plunge. fa� a k o g i.

k'd ù vú n. (plural c'duvu)
basket-like net for catching fish.
t ar u .

d w à v.
burn. � o ne. See: c'dwaako.

c'd w à a k ò an.
clear bush by burning. t o y i,  
s as s ab e.

d w à h w è l á n.
one of the golmo workers in 
charge of keeping the fire burning.

d w à k à -d w á k à n.
a g'lm' person nicknamed for 
working hard. w ani ir in k ir ar i.

m 'd w á n g r í [��mdwa������] n.
stench. � o y i.

d w á t id.
intense, sharp (taste), clear 
(moon). (� an� ana) mai � ar fi.

d w à t�ms é v.
smack the lips. � ak e.

s'dwàt%msè n.
licking of mouth. t an� a.

d'd w � n. (plural c'dw�)
hole where water collects, well.
ma zau nin r u w a,  � w iy ak a,  
� o r ama.

k'dw% n.
large pond, lake. t afk i.

d w �+g  r ì n. (plural dw��g�rni)
police. dans anda,  dando k o .

d w eb e = debe.
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d w è d á k á v.
put sth on top of another, put one 
thing in another. aje k an aza 
ak an.

d w eeg ta v. (past dweegtka) = 
doogta.

d w é er è n.
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

d'd w é es è n.
burn mark. t amb o .

ì'd w é k cè n.
cliff. du t s e mai g ang ar e.

d w è p á v. (past dwèpákà)
continue from where you left off.
h a� a,  g ama.

d w è p �r s n è v. (past dwèp$rskè, 
active noun s'dwèp%rsnè)
be stuck together. � ame,  ma� e.

d w é p cè n.
summit, highest point. � o l o l u w a,  
� o � u w a.

d w � & v = dw��z.

d w & & z id.
perching alone on top of sth.
t s ay e. Variant: dw��v.

d w � k l � v. (past dw�k�lk�)
peck. s ak k w at a w ani ir i,  y i k o t o .

ù'dw/kló n.
d w � v� adj.

accessible. nan. See: d'v' 'touch'.
c'd w �vl � v.

incite to anger, provoke. zu ng u r a,  
t s o k ana.

d w ì k ík ì v.
sprinkle. b u r b u r a.

d w ík l  v. (past dwik�lk�)
pound something already 
pounded repeatedly. w ani ir in 
dak aw a,  k ir !a.

ù'dwíklú n.
d w ì r ì n. (plural dwirini)

hyena. k u r a.
d w ì tr ì i adv.

poised to move. t s u g u na.

E  -  e

é d g à v. (past edgka)
lie across, arrange in rows.
g inday a.

v 'è d g có n. (plural s'edgco)
piece of wood supported by two 
forked sticks (or used as lavatory 
seat). mafy a� i.

è el à n. (plural s'eela) = deela.
é k k à v.

light (fire). k u nna w u t a.
è l á v. (past elka)

climb. h au .
è l  vk à v.

1) strike sb down, make someone 
collapse. t as h i.

2) (illness) become worse. h an� o r o ,  
h ang u l a. � Gaag � m'na e l�vka o 
t # nt # . The illness of madness has 
attacked him today.

è l  vs k ò v.
act rudely to sb. mar a l adab i.

èl%vsò n. (plural c'el�vso)
rudeness. r as h in l adab i.

è l l ó v.
there is. ak w ai.

é l và v.
rise up on the surface. t as h i.

é mà 1 n. (plural emna)
grasshopper, locust. far a.

émnás-wáalà n.
farm locust. far an g andu .
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è mà 2 v. (past émkà)
do, make, happen. y i.

à'émkò n.
1) an act, happening or doing.
aik i.
2) verb, a word describing what 
sth is or what it does. fi' il i,  
aik at au .

v 'è mà n. (plural s'ema)
wrestling tactic, action, move.
dab ar an k o k aw a. � � m he t k o 
n�v'e ma. I felled him with a wrestling 
move. (I wrestled him to the ground).
See: v'bùzù.

è má n k à [e�ma�nka�] v.
wound. y iw a r au ni.

d'è mé s è n.
injury, hurt. jimu w a.

c'è ml ò n.
imitating sb (not always negative).
t a- b anjama,  w aw a.

emn a s  w a l a See: ema.
é ms k è v.

behave in a way that will 
displease sb, wrong sb. aik at au  
mar a dac ew a.

en = �m2.
è n à n. (plural s'ena)

shin. k w au r i.

é n k à [e�nka�] v.
finish being cooked. dafu .

è p à n. (plural epna)
grass-cutter mouse. g y ab ji,  
k u s u n k y au r o .

è p  r s k è v.
smell strongly. g u mu s ,  g u m!a.

k'é p cò n.
any lotion made by soaking herbs.
t s imi.

é p k à v.
ferment. r u !a,  s a s u  g iy a,  s u  
t as h i.

è s á vi.
stand. t s ay a.

ù'é s á s á n.
full stop, period. ay a.

é s k à v.
halt, stop. t s ay a.

d'è s ò n. (plural c'eso)
standing. t s ay e.

è s s é ad.
small. fig il . Variant: esso.

es s o = esse.
é vk à v.

lay (eggs). nas a.

1  -  #

� excl.
'whoops!'; exclamation of 
forgetfulness. al amar  mo t s in r ai.

�c�& m adv.
cross-eyed, squinting, with 
screwed up face. w ani ir in du b a.

�ck � n.
male (usually of crabs). namijin 
� ag u w a,  et c .

� ' � excl.
oh! o ' o .

�g n � n.
money. b ak u nas h i,  k u di.

� k é e v.
'say cheese!' display teeth. b u � e 
h a� o r a.

� k k � v.
do well (of grain). h at s i t a y i ido .

�l b � n. (plural s'�lb�)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

�l � v. (past �lk�)
clear away, move out of the way.
g u s h e.

�l�s � v.
clear or move sth out of the way.
� au k ew a k an h any a.
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� m1 n.
1) strong wind, air. is k a.
2) shame, shyness. k u ny a.
Variant: en; m'�n.

7m2 excl.
'not me!', 'it's none of my 
business'. dai.

�m�m� v.
not get to the point. i' ina.

m '� n = �m1.
�n n.

kind of tree or shrub, possibly 
Rock Pepper. dar g aza. Grewia 
mollis.

m'/n n.
leaves and flowers of the �n tree.
g any en dar g aza.

k'� n d � n.
indigestion, stomach spasm.
mas o k i.

� n � n � adv.
only. k a� ai.

�p � v. (past /pk.)
bite. c iza.

�p l � v. (past �p�lk�)
eat mush food without soup. c i 
g ay a.

�s k k � v.
throw water over sb. ant ay a.

�s s � n. (plural s'�ss�)
neighbourhood, settlement.
ma� w ab t a.

d'�t� n.
1) starting point, beginning, origin.
as al i,  far k o .
2) reason. dal il i.

k'�t� n. (plural c'�t�)
1) zana mat, a thick woven grass 
mat. zana.
2) a zana mat shelter. mafak a.

� vs è v. (past �vske)
put off until later, delay, waste 
time. jink ir i,  t s aida.

F  -  f

fà a id.
fly without moving wings. t as h in 
t s u nt s u .

fà a r id.
sound made by cricket or 
grasshopper flying. w ani ir in 
t as h in � w ar o .

fá a r à vt.
start. far a,  s o ma. From: Hausa.

fà f id.
1) flop! sound of sth falling which 
isn't too solid. y ar af.
2) limp or flat (of tyre). mai 
y au s h i.

fà ffà ffà id.
with wings flapping. faffak a.

fà k id.
sth being stripped off quickly.
k w ac e da k ar fi.

fà r à p id.
thump! sound of person or animal 
falling to the ground. g w ar af,  
y ar af. See: f�r�p. Variant: farktap; 
furktup.

fa r k ta p = farap.
fà tà p ad.

broad. al w as a,  fas k i.
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f�u adv.
swift in movement. mai s au r i,  
t s at t s ew a.

f�+n adv.
clearly. t ar mazaizai.

f�+n -f�+n adv.
fumbling (metaphorical). fafak a.

f�l id.
slowly, blinking, as if you have just 
woken up. � ib t a.

f�l f�l � id.
flap, flutter. fu ffu k a.

f�mk í-f�mk í v.
pull about, pull this way and that.
jag u l a,  jag w al g w al a.

f�r �p id.
1) sunken, low down, fallen in on 
itself. nit s e.
2) See: farap. Variant: furup.

fè l à id.
1) wilting of corn through lack of 
rain. y au s h i.
2) of muscles - flabby, soft, fleshy.
l a� w as . Variant: g'z'.

d'f� cc� n. (plural c'f�cc�)
last part; highest part of a pile, 
e.g. end of tail. t s ir i s ama 
dir k o k o niy a.

f� & id.
1) unexpectedly light in weight or 
sound. jin r as h in nau y i.
2) zooming movement of small 
bird.

f� f id.
whoosh! - with a short, quick blast 
of air. b u s ar  is k a.

v 'f� k ù n. (plural s'f/kù)
kind of cornstalk flute. k ar an 
w as an y aw a. See: k'b�gb�gu.

f�l f�l � ad.
thin. mar a k au r i,  mar a g w i!i.

f� mtè v.
pull out, drag away. jany e,  ja.

f�r �p id.
'plonk' - sound of something thin 
falling. mo t s in fa� u w a w ani ir i.
See: farap. Variant: f�rkt�p.

f& r k t& p = f�r�p.
f7u id.

1) sound of a bird's wing in the air, 
whiff, slight puff of air, swift cf. fau.
w ani ir in s au r i.
2) sound a bull makes when it is 
ready to fight. y i fir ji.
3) sigh, breathe heavily. y i ajiy ar  
zu c iy a.

fì f id.
whiff, slight puff of air, something 
moving quickly through the air.
mo t s in ab u  c ik in is k a.

fì ffì ffì id.
sound of flapping wings, or by 
object moving through the air (e.g. 
a flag). mo t s in faffak a.

fì i id.
slight puff of air, sound made by 
bird flying quickly, sound of bird's 
wings moving through the air.
w ani ir in mo t s i.

fì l fì l ì n. (plural filfilni)
crane (large bird).

fì r id.
with a flurry of wings. mo t s in is k a 
w ani ir i.

fì r ìm ad.
shady, spreading. y al w at ac c e,  
t o h o ,  s h ir im.

fì r k tì p adv.
unexpectedly grabbing. r ar u ma 
� w ac e.

k'fò k ò n. (plural c'foko)
lung. h u h u .

f$d f$d $ vn.
sniffing. mai da majina. Variant: 
fudfudu.

f$f id.
sound of sth falling. mo t s in 
fa� u w a w ani ir i.

f$ff$ff$ id.
sound of wind blowing. mo t s in 
is k a w ani ir i. Variant: fuffuffu.

f#, id.
gaping (of hole). !al au . See: 
f'r'r'.
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c'f#,t# n.
without kernels (e.g. pods).
h u h u s .

f#r #r # ad.
hollow, gaping. b u t u t u . See: f''.

f$r t$p id.
emphatic PLONK! w ani ir in 
fa� u w a.

f#tr # ad.
1) toothless. das o r i,  w aw il o .
2) seedless (e.g. of groundnuts).
b an da ' y a' y a. Variant: b�bre
(Zuru dialect).

f&tr&-f&tr& adv.
nonsensical manner of speaking 
of a toothless person. mag anar  
mar as  h a� o r i.

fu d fu d u = f'df'd'.
fu ffu ffu = f'ff'ff'.
fù k á n.

bronchitis. h u k a. Variant: huka.
fù mú v.

1) pull. ja,  s h a� a.
2) sniff.

fù r id.
with a flutter. fu r . From: Hausa?

fu r k tu p = farap.
fu r u p = f�r�p.
fú r ú r ú id.

1) exposing the private parts by 
stooping. g ah o .
2) See: f'r'r'; m&s.

fù t adv.
1) for a long time. na do g o n 
l o k ac i.
2) quickly. da s au r i.

fù tù b à i (plural c'futubai) = 
h'r'mbai.

fú u adv.
gaping. !al au .

fú u ì n. (plural s'fuuni)
turban. r aw ani.

fyà a id.
gliding; flying without flapping 
wings. s h aw ag in t s u nt s u  w ani 
ir i.

fyà a k  n w  + n.
drama recalling a person's life at 
their funeral. w ani ir in w as a.

fyà a tà a = d'yaasa.
fyà f adv.

flat. s h imfi- � a� � e.
fyà ffyà a adv.

floating in the air. t as h in t s u nt s u  a 
is k a.

fyà fl à a m ad.
slyly; absent-mindedly. w ani ir in 
du b a.

fyá in id.
like a streak of lightning. b u k u t .

fyà k  fyà k ò adj.
flattened, flat. fic i- fic i.

k'fya k d a n. (plural c'fyakda) = 
k'sopla.

fyà k n ò n. (plural s'fyakno) = 
hyakno.

fyà l  fyà l à adv.
fluttering, flapping. mo t s in � y al l e 
a is k a.

fyà u id.
swift in flight, fast-moving (of 
water). s au r in t afiy a w ani ir i.
Variant: fyu.

fyu = fyau.

G  -  g

d'g á n. (plural c'ga)
mush food, tuwo. t u w o .

s 'g à n.
woman's coiffure; plait, hair-do.
k it s o .

g á a 1 v. (past gáakà)
marry. au r a.

g à a 2 v. (past gaaka)
splice (rope). k u t a.
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g á a  h à n g ò [�a�� ha�n�o�] v.
risk; unfortunately or accidentally 
cause death or similar disaster by 
interfering with an object or 
person already damaged. g w ada,  
jar r ab a.

g à a d é mà n.
an official position within the 
golmo system, identifying only 
one individual. g al adima.

g á a d ò 1 n.
inheritance. g ado . From: Hausa?

g á a d ò 2 v.
inherit. g ada,  al ' ada.

g à a g à r ó n.
red guinea corn, a kind of 
sorghum. janjar e,  w at a ir in 
daw a,  � au r a. Sorghum bicolor.

d'g à a g o n.
1) bitterness. � ac i.
2) war. y a� i.

g à a g ó n.
sickness, disease.
c iw o ,  c u t a.

s'gáagò n.
measles; chicken-
pox; smallpox.
ag ana,  g aida,  
� y anda,  t u mfu s .

c'g à a g ò v.
loud raising of the 
voice in anger.
r ar at u ,  g u r nani.

v 'g à a tn è n. (plural 
c'gaatne)
ornamental or
ceremonial stick 
made from buffalo 
hide to mark out a 
renowned hunter.
s andar  fat an b au na,  s andar  fat a 
b au na,  � ir i.

g á a v adv.
upright. t s ap.

g à a z  g à a z adv.
hurriedly. s au r i w ani ir i.

g à b  s ' z �tn � n.
kind of bee. k u � an zu ma w ani 
ir i.

g à b à vt. (past gábkà, active noun 
u'gábó)
1) follow, work on. b i.
2) obey. b i,  k iy ay e.

gàb &m& v.
go and bring (sth one has 
forgotten to take). t afije k aw o .

à càv gàb�
come later and collect (food etc.).
zo  anjima k ar b i.

s'gàbò n.
immediate junior, the person who 
immediately follows another in 
age. � ane.

s 'g à b à n.
1) believe. g as k at a.
2) Christianity. addinin Kir is t a.

ká s'gàbà n. (plural á s'gàbà)
believer, Christian. Kir is t a.

g à b à s á v. (past gabaska)
be gentle, calm and collected, 
settled. b i s annu .

g à b è s é v. (past gabeske)
follow, follow suit, copy, join in. y i 
k amar .

c'g à b è s è n.
pretence. y i k amar .

c'g à b l á n.
bran. du s s a,  du s u s u ,  dis s a.

g à b ò n  s ' g á b ò adv.
in groups according to age, step 
by step. b i da b i.

g á b tè v. (past gabtke)
lead, take charge. b it a.

g á cb á v. (past gac�bka)
prepare, get set and ready to 
wrestle. s h ir y a t s ay u w a na 
k o k aw a.

ù'gàcbó n.
d'gàcbò n.

prepared wrestling stance.
t s ay u w a na k o k aw a.
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g à cb à l adv.
limp, of a (dead) lizard or 
crocodile. k w anc iy ar  k ada w ani 
ir i.

g à cg à cà id.
in a wriggling manner like a lizard.
y i mag o w a ma� o � o w a.

g a co = gada1.
g à d á v. (past gádkà)

meet sb. is k e,  is h e. See: bìtú.
Variant: gaco; gato; oso.

ì'g à d è n.
woven material on the inside of a 
grass roof. w at a ir in t ank a.

v'gàdé n.
hoop (often of wood or twine) 
around the inside of the roof to 
hold the apex of the roof firmly.
w at a ir in t ank a. See: ì'gàté (the 
outer hoop); v'kàkcò 'rafter'.

g à d è s é v. (past gàdéskè)
start early, take care to set out or 
do sth early. y i s ammak o . Variant: 
gatese; atese.

g à d g á v. (past gadgka)
aid, help. t aimak o ,  ag aza,  ag aji 
w ani ir i.

g à d g à d à adv.
in a shivering, trembling or 
shaking manner. far far w a,  
mak y ar k y at a.

g à d g ò n.
1) (first) aid, help. w ani ir in 
t aimak o .
2) guard, prevent. r ig ak afi.

g à g  c' d �b � excl.
please, a polite, concerned appeal 
or request. y ar da,  s o . Variant: 
gak-c'd�b�; gag-d�b�.

g a g  d & b & = gag-c'd�b�.
g à g á v.

tie, join, wrap up. � au r e,  dau r a.
d'gàgà n. (plural c'gaga)
1) bundle; number of articles 
fastened together. adil a,  � u ns h i,
� au r i.
2) general dense forest, a mixture 
of trees. k u r mi.

gàgénkè [�a��e��ke�] adv.
clenched, grabbed, as in fighting.
h ar � u ma.

g à g  d  c' z á n n.
bundle of hay. dau r in- c iy aw a,  
g any e.

g à g �r g à g r ò n.
roughness. k au s as a.

v 'g á g cò n. (plural s'gagco)
cord, string; sth used for tying.
h ar g i,  ma� au r i.

d'g à g è n.
1) bound, charmed, bewitched, 
under a charm to make you 
ineffective. s ammu .
2) wound around leg of an animal 
from being tied up. � au r i.

g à g è s é v. (past gageske)
tie together, bundle (different 
types of thing). h a� a damr e. See: 
gàgá (bundle of things not 
necessary different).

g à g n è n. (plural s'gagne)
cornstalk fence. dar ni,  g u r ami.

g á g s è adv.
with little notice, short/late notice, 
at the last minute. nan t ak e.

g á g s k à v.
1) prompted, without prior 
information. g ag g au t a.
2) spring new task on sb when 
they are already busy. t o t s iy a.

k'g à h á mà n. (plural c'gahama)
phlegm. majina. See: k''l'.

g a k  c' d & b & = gag-c'd�b�.
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g à k k é n. (plural gakne)
set of people in same age group, 
before g'lm'. t s ar a.

g à l à v. (past gálkà, active noun m'gala)
1) become completely solidly 
twisted, bent, deformed.
l an� w as a.
2) undisciplined, unruly, ill-
mannered. t au r ar e.

g á l g á l á ad.
the only one, completely alone.
r ak ,  k a� ai.

k'g à l má n. (plural c'galma)
type of hoe. w at a ir in far t any a.

g à lmà n. (plural galmana)
kind of kite, or other bird of prey.
s h ah o  w ani ir i.

s 'g à lmà an.
1) smack lips. y i � a� ar  b ak i.
2) song sung during g'lm'. w a� a.

c'g à má n.
wickedness. � et a.

k'g á mb á n. (plural c'gamba)
1) forked stick. g w afa.
2) cross (crucifix). g ic c iy e.

ù'gámbá n. (plural c'gamba)
forked stick, stick with branches.
g w afa.

g à mb -c' l $n [�a�mbt�l���] n. (plural 
gamb-c'l'nn')
a kind of fungus from which soup 
is made. b u r ar  jak i.

g á mcò n. (plural s'gamco)
branch, esp. of guinea corn stalk.
r es h e.

g a men s e v. (past gamenske) = 
damense.

g à mé s k è v.
join. h a� u .

ù'g à n n.
1) special rope of tobacco. ig iy ar  
t ab a.
2) rope used by women to tie 
firewood. w at a ir in ig iy a.

k'gàn n. (plural c'gan)
rope. ig iy a.

c'g á n à n.
the Hausa language. Hau s a. See: 
k'k,g& 'Hausa people'.

g à n á v. (past gánkà)
listen. s au r ar a. See: gánú c'cón.

m 'g à n cò n.
1) scrap of news. du r iy a.
2) find out, discover. jin l ab ar i.

g à n d à l ad.
stiff and bent out of shape.
l an� w as a,  t an� w as a.

g á n d �l k à v.
interweave, interlace, entwine.
s ar � a.

g á n d k à v.
entangle. c u k w ik w iy e.

v 'g à n è n. (plural s'gane)
a medium-sized claw, talon, or 
cock's spur; a sharp horny 
projection on the legs of some 
male birds, above the claws.
� aimi,  ak aifa.

k'gànè (plural c'gànè)
larger spur. b ab b an � aimi.

g à n è n è ad.
sticking out, strange, not in normal 
position, an insult. t s at s ay e.

d'g à n g á [��d�a���a�] n. (plural c'ganga)
kind of drum. g ang a. From: Hausa?

g à n g à [�a�n�a�] v. (past gàngk�)
dry sth in sun. s h any a.

c'gàngò [t�’�a�n�o�] n.
sun-drying. s h any a.

g á n g á n á [�a�n�a�na�] adv.
curious, inquisitive. mai k as ag ani.

g à n g r è e [�a����e��] ad.
stiff, not easily bent. � adab ar i.

d'g à n tá n.
1) verbosity. k au � i.
2) rudeness. a� � e.

g à n tà n. (plural gantna)
kind of cricket. � w ar o .

g á n ú  c' cón v.
listen, pay attention with your 
ears. k u l aw a,  l u r a,  s au r ar a,  
k as aw an k u nne. See: gàná 'listen'. 
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g à p à a v. (past gapka)
hang, dangle, swing. r et o .

k'g à p é n. (plural c'gàpé)
hard white fungus that grows at 
the base of anthills. k as h in w at a.

g á p l á 1 adj.
knock-kneed (person). g w ami.

g á p l à 2 v. (past gap�lka)
do sth roughly, not level. mai 
k au s h i.

g à r  ms à v. (past gàr$mskà)
decide on the spur of the moment, 
unplanned. b ab u  s h ir i.

gàr%msá n. (plural c'gar�msa)
quick unexpected, unplanned 
work, not necessarily careless.
k ar mat s e.

g à s à v. (past gaska)
remove, set portion aside. � eb i,  
� ib a.

d'g à s à n.
parting; wide, natural spacing 
between teeth. w u s h ir y a. See: 
gata1.

g a ta 1 v. (past gatka) = atese.
g à tà 2 v. (past gatko)

meet. is k e. Variant: gada1.
g à t�mg á tmó n. (plural 

gàt%mgát$mnò)
honourable, important. mai 
g ir ma. See: dámrá swàuné.

g à t�r n ò ad.
poorly-grown (teeth), crossing 
over each other, haphazard.
g w amac e.

ì'g à té n. (plural m'gate)
outer roofing hoop; the topmost 
section of a grass roof frame 
tightening near the apex to hold 
the top part of the grass thatch.
w at a ir in t ank a. See: ì'gàdè (inner 
hoop).

g a tes e v. (past gateske) = gadese.
g a to = gada1.
g á vg á vá id.

upright, erect. k afa a t s ay e. See: 
g�vg�v�.

g à z �r g à z r ò ad.
friable, hard, brittle, crumbly and 
broken up, of dry food or earth 
etc. mai s au � in fas h ew a. Variant: 
wàz%rwàzrò.

g à z g à z à id.
1) trembling, shaking involuntarily 
and uncontrollably. mak y ar k y at a.
Variant: zagzaga.
2) hurriedly, quickly. t s ak iy a.
Variant: gezgeze.

g  +g ù n.
chosen, ordained spouse, the one 
and only person sb is destined to 
marry. mat an mu t u m k ab ar in s a.

g �+g ù v.
1) rove, wander from place to 
place, walkabout. g il o ,  r ag ait a,  
g ar ar amb a,  s h u k al iy a.
2) loiter. b a� a� a,  mar s h e,  
!ak y al u .

v 'g �+r ù n. (plural s'g��ru)
root. s aiw a.

d'g �b g n  n. (plural c'g�bgn�)
younger sibling, the sibling born 
immediately after sb. � ane.
Variant: d'g�bgni.

d'g �b g n í n.
younger brother or sister whose 
arrival requires slightly older child 
to be weaned to make room for 
the new baby. � ane. See: 
d'g�bgn�.

g �d  á k n à n.
kind of herb, called "Leper's Liver" 
in Hausa. g ab as ay a,  h ant an 
k u t u r u .

d'g �d  n. (plural c'g�d�)
vagina. far ji.

g �d �mg �d mù ad.
1) faint, semi-conscious, 
unconscious because of shock or 
loss of blood. s u ma.
2) about to die, kicking legs all 
over as if one is dying. g ang ama 
s au t u .

g �d �r g �d r ù adj.
brittle, breakable. ar as . See: 
g�g�rd�dru.
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d'g  d b á n. (plural c'g�dba)
food made with bean flour, 
dumplings. t u b ani. Variant: 
d'g�dba.

ì'g �d ù n.
1) belched gas, stench. g y at s a,  
g y at s e. See: g%s$.
2) special small clay pot or 
pitcher, containing a potion used 
in determining if someone is 
telling the truth. � ar amin t u l u .

k'g �g � n. (plural c'g�g�)
molars, large back teeth used for 
grinding food. mat au ni,  g ab o .

d'g%g% n.
toothache, molar pain. c iw o n 
h a� o r in mat au na.

g �g  n k � [������nk��] v.
entangle, pass ropes in and out of 
sth to tie it up. k at e- k at e,  l any ac e,  
mar w a,  r ik it a,  h ar � e.

g �g �r d �d r ù id.
brittle, hard but easily broken.
g ag g au t s a. See: g�d�rg�dru.

c'g  g g  n s í n.
1) entanglement. h ar � e.
2) giving birth. h aih u w a. Variant: 
u'g�gg�nsi.

g �g má n k à [����ma��ka�] n.
undergrowth, vegetation, kind of 
growth low on the ground, herbs, 
grass and other field plants 
spreading on the ground and 
producing thorny seeds. w ani ir in 
t s ir o  mai � ay a.

g �g m#l# n.
seasonal shrub. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

c'g �g n ù n.
belt, sth tied around the waist 
hurriedly. � amar a.

g  g ú n. (plural s'g�gu)
groin, depressed area between 
the belly and the thigh. w u r in jik i 
inda k al u l u w a t a k e.

g �h  m� n. (plural s'g�h�m�)
kind of shrub. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

c'g �i n.
marriage. au r e,  au r any a.

d'g �l  n. (plural c'g�l�)
half, piece, one part of sth broken.
!ant ar e.

v'g%l$ n. (plural s'g�l�)
half, piece, as above, for source 
objects with different class 
markers. !ant ar e. Variant: u'g�l�.

g �l �m v.
flick, suddenly bend one side, fling 
suddenly on one side. jany e.

g  l  mp  + id.
not properly seated on the base, 
can easily detach and fall off.
t s ay e.

g �l g �l � id.
in a rolling, sprawling way.
mir g in- mir g in.

d'g �l h  n g n � [��d’���lh����n��] n.
lying on one's back. r ig ing ine.

g �l ù s ú v. (past g�lusku)
request sb to bend over. b ank ar a.

d'g  m� n. (plural c'g�m�)
unripe, raw (fruit). � any e,  � ait a.
Variant: d'gim'.

m'g%m% n.
unripe berry fruit or small seedy 
plants. � any u .

g �mb  d á w á k é n.
kind of guinea corn or sorghum.
do r o n zab o .

u'g �mb � n. (plural c'g%mb%)
shaved patch anywhere on the 
head, sometimes in the shape of 
the moon, sometimes allowing the 
remaining part to be plaited.
t o l iy a. See: d&rk,.

g  mb k � v.
extract self, go to one side, take 
oneself or a small group out of the 
larger group. s ami w u r i.

c'g �mg �m� n.
stutter, stammer (stomatitis of the 
tongue). h ar t at ande.
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g  n g [�����] adj.
focussed, serious, thoughtful, 
conservative, not given to 
pleasure-seeking. mai t s anani.

m 'g  n g � [��m�������] n.
erection, sth standing up straight, 
(e.g. penis). t s ay e,  t as h i.

g  n g  r ì [����������] n. (plural g�ng�rni)
black corn-storing ant. t u r u r u w a.

g �n ì n.
a kind of shrub known as the 
Asclepiad plant, violet tree and 
mother of medicine. u w ar  
mag u ng u na. Securidaca 
longepedunculata.

g �n yá n.
communal labour/workers, 
working together. g ay y a.

g  p id.
unnoticed, sneakily appearing 
right in front of one. nan da nan 
far mak i.

g �p g �p � id.
fluttering wing movement. fafak a.

g  p s k � v.
wake up, come to, recover, revive 
from faint, awake from sleep.
far k a.

g �r �ms k í v.
impulsively go, act on impulse, do 
sth unplanned and decide and act 
on it right away. w at a ir in niy y a.

g  r g  r  adj.
only one, single. g u da t ak e.

d'g  r g  t� n.
(covering) a small area of space, 
ground, land. da' ir a.

g �s  v. (past g�sk�)
belch. g y as h i.

d'g%s% n. (plural c'g�s�)
belching. g y as h i.

c'g  s r  an.
1) be sarcastic. g ac e,  g at s e.
2) be witty or amusing in speech 
(considered ill-mannered or 
humorous). s ant i,  fany a.

g  t1 adj.
undersized, not long enough to 
cover sth up. g u nt u .

g �t2 adv.
suddenly, confidently (often of 
stopping doing sth). t s ay u w a nan 
t ak e,  g y at ,  c ik .

ù'g �t� n. (plural c'g�t�)
cheek (side of face). k u mat u ,  
k u nc i.

k'g%t%
big cheek: emphatic. b ab b an 
k u nc i.

g �t�r g �tr ù id.
uneven. b ai � ay a.

g �tú n l à n d à n.
hidden agenda (secret motive). da 
l au je c ik in h ak i.

g �u n. (plural g�unu)
migratory locus a large edible 
locust. b u r du du w a. Locusta 
migratoria (Orthoptera).

m 'g *u n.
truth, fact. s ah ih i,  s ah ah a.

g �vg �v� id.
quiverring, as if dangling or 
hanging straight but pointing 
upwards. k afu w a w ani ir i,  k afa 
feg i. See: gavgava.

g  z  b k � v.
wake fully, throw of stupor of 
sleep on awakening. w ar t s ak e,  
w as h e.

g è cc�m c' k $l$ v.
tell a lie. s h ir g a � ar y a.

g é ccò n.
antidote, a potion that is used to 
protect against poison. k at al a,  
k ir ni,  k as  dafi.

g ecma 1 v. (past gec�mka) = geta.
g é cmá 2 v. (past gec�mka)

dislodge sth firmly-embedded.
g ag g a!a.

ù'gécmó n.
ù'g è cmà n.

flour after first grinding. r i� a na 
b iy u . See: gètá.
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g è cmà l adj.
shape or position of body lying or 
standing. t s ay e.

g é d á v. (past gedka, active noun 
ù'gédó)
1) cut up (e.g. meat) or break off a 
piece. y ank a,  g u ndu l e.
2) circumcise. k ac iy a.

d'geda
piece, a bit of sth broken. g u t s u r e.
See: d'gungu.

d'g è d á n.
partially-filled vessel, portion of, 
half of. t u mb i.

g é d á n adj.
restricted boundary. iy ak ac i.

g è d à n g w � [�e�da���w��] n.
kind of grass-eating caterpillar.
!u r ma h anc i.

g è d è s é v. (past gedeske)
cut self, injure, pierce, slice off a 
part of one's body. dat s a'  
g ididdib a.

g é d g à v.
impede, fend off, prevent, disrupt, 
disturb. t ar e.

g è d g ò n.
tracking, bush-hunting strategy for 
catching small game. w at a ir in 
far au t a.

g è d k s é v. (past gedske)
stop. g u t s e.

g é d mà v. (past ged�mka)
cut out small portions. fat ant ana.

g è d mò n.
fried blood mixed with fatty kind of 
meat. h ant a w u y a.

c'g è d mò n.
mixing and squashing food and 
water by hand. g w amu t s a,  
g w al is a.

d'g è d mò n. (plural c'gedmo)
1) boast or descriptive epithet, a 
special song of praise for a 
special occasion. w ani ir in 
k ir ar i,  l a� a!i.
2) bridge or introduction song.
g a� a.

g é d ó n.
frontier, boundary, limit, line or 
point that may not be passed.
iy ak a.

c'g é d ó n.
highway robbery. fas h i.

ù'g é ez à n.
shaving head except narrow line 
left over side of head between 
temples. as k i.

k'g è l à n.
cowardice, fear. r ak i.

v'gèlà n.
fear. t s o r o ,  far g ab a.

gélkà
frightened, feeling fear. mai t s o r o .

gèl%msà v. (past gel�mska, active 
noun c'gel�msa)
frighten someone. t s o r at adda.

g é l  ms á v. (past gel�mska)
frighten. s o r at adda.

ù'gél$msá n.
g è l g #n g # [�e�l�������] n. (plural 

gelg'ng'n')
coward, fearful person. mat s o vac i.

g è mà n. (plural gemna)
coney hyrax. r ema.

g é n n. (plural s'gen)
river. r afi.

d'g è n n. (plural c'gen)
chest. � ir ji.

d'g è n á n. (plural c'gena)
the thorny plant Mimosa asperata.
� addaji,  � w iy a,  g ar jen g iw a.
Mimosa asperata. Large: k'gèná.

k'gèná n. (plural c'gena)
thicket, dense collection of 
bushes. daji,  jeji.

g è n d �b � n.
chest, direct centre of the chest, 
by the heart on the front of the 
body. � ir ji,  g ab a.

g é n d k à v.
coagulate, become thickened, as 
with snow or dust lying thickly and 
condensed. das k ar e.
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d'g è n d s à n.
1) kind of mush made from the 
pulp inside locust beans. mu r s h e,  
t u w o .
2) condiments. k ay an y aji.

g è n t�d g á n. (plural gent�dgana)
goblin, evil spirit. do do ,  fat al w a.

g é p l à v. (past gep�lka)
1) break a mass in irregular 
lumps. l au ma.
2) large mouthfuls of tuwo. c in ... 
da b ab b ar  l o ma.

g è r é g è r é n. (plural gèrégèrénè)
water-boatman, water beetle that 
swims in grounds round and 
round in stagnant water. w ani ir in 
� w ar o n r u w a. Corixidae.

g è tá v. (past getka, active noun 
u'geto)
break sth into smaller pieces.
k ar y e,  k ak k ar y a,  k ar y aw a.
Variant: gecma.

d'gètésè n. (plural c'getese)
fracture, break. k ar iy a.

s 'g è tà n.
kind of dancing performed by 
older girls. r anw a,  daw u r w u r i.

g è tá s k à v.
daunt, discourage. jajir ma.

g è tk k á v.
tell, narrate a story. b a da l ab ar i.

g è tò s ó v. (past getosko)
truss (as in chicken), protrude, 
push in or out to breaking point.
b an� ar a.

d'g é ttà n. (plural c'getta)
broad axe with long point, a small 
hatchet for chopping animal 
fodder. t s it ak a,  k u r ada.

g è ttá v. (past getka)
walk, shoot, fire across in the way 
of sth moving, especially sth flying 
(e.g. shooting birds). h ar b a.

g è tù g w á mb á n.
leafhopper, kind of beetle, of 
which the sierraperla cora 
(Roachlike Stonefly) is a species.
Draeculacephala spp.

g è tù k ò k l 5 n. (plural getukok�lno)
kind of beetle of the family 
Buprestidae. w ani ir in � w ar o .

k'g è và n. (plural c'geva)
gorge ; deep channel cut out by 
water. k w azazzab o . See: 
k'kivr�m�.

ù'g è z g é z è n.
pushy-ness. b u du niy a.

g è z g è z è id.
fidgeting, hither and thither, 
pilfering. b u r u nt u .

g � 1 v. (past g��k�)
lean, bend over to one side, 
overflow. jing ina,  do g ar a,  t afas a 
h ar  y a zu b e.

g �2 adv.
1) actually. a g as k iy a.
2) continuously. y i t a ...,  b a 
t s ay aw a,  b a fas aw a.

g �b � s k � adv.
fittingly, correctly, appropriately, 
truthfully. dac e,  k amat a. Variant: 
g�bske; g�bsk�.

ì'g/bsk.
it is right that. y a k amat a.

g �b � s t� adj.
prescribed. � ay y adadden.

d'g & d b a = d'g�dba.
ù'g �d g � d � adj.

exaggerated fuss. k w ak w azo ,  
r ig ima.

g & & g e-g & & g e = kyaura- kyaura.
g � & k è -g � & k è id.

shuttle about to and fro between 
near places. dab ainiy a,  
jang ainiy a,  jar o g ama.

g �& s � v. (past g/�sk.)
cool, add sth into boiling soup to 
make it cool down to stop foam 
frothing over. l u r a da miy a w ani 
ir i.

g � & v id.
erect, upright. t s ay e.

g �& v� n. (plural g��vn�)
Roan antelope. g w ank i,  deb i 
el an.
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v 'g �g � 1 n.
imitation, mimic, act like another 
whose habits have been noticed 
as odd or interesting. w ani ir in 
w as a.

v 'g �g �2 n.
behaviour among people, record 
of someone's past behaviour, 
manners. � a' a,  h al i,  l adab i.

g �g g � v. (past g/gk., active noun 
m'g.gó)
eke out, eat meat together with 
mush instead of soup. damk e,  
dan� e. Variant: g�kk�.

m 'g �g g � n.
1) cut toe or a bunion (a sore 
round the underneath of toe).
k u mb u � u w a.
2) kind of medicinal herb with 
white sap. g any e ir in na mag ani.

g & g l & 1 = gy'gro.
g �g l � 2 v.

cut by blows with an axe round 
the trunk base, with the intension 
of felling the tree. y ank a g ew ay e.

d'g �g l � n. (plural c'd�gl�)
prolapse of the bowel, guts.

g � g ó n. (plural s'g�go)
dividing line between the end of 
circumcision point and the penis 
head or glans. k w ido .

g �k k é ad.
full-grown, adult, sb no longer a 
child. � o s o s o .

g �l � v. (past g�lk�, active noun m'g�lo)
winnow. s h e� a,  b ak ac e.

g �l g � v. (past g�lkk�, active noun 
u'g�lgo)
winnow chaff. s h e� a.

g �l g k � v.
run at a furious pace, run very 
fast, take to one's heels. b ab u r a,  
k w aza.

g � l k   n  k w �& v� v.
run off, take to one's heels.
w ant s ar a,  fy al l a,  r any a. See: 
g�lgk�.

g �mg �m� id.
blended so that it changes taste.
� an� ana,  s al ab .

g �mg s � v. (past g�mgsk�)
1) blend, stir up. g ar w ay a,  
g u r !at a.
2) act as if you are pretending, 
wave. � ag a h annu .

g �n n. (plural g�nn�)
shell, large oval precious stone or 
bead found in river beds used for 
scraping dried crumbs off pots.
� u mb a,  k at ant anw a,  mar mar a 
mai dar aja.

ì'g �n n. (plural g�nn�)
sea shell like a small calabash, 
similar to a mussel or oyster shell, 
but with very poisonous contents.
� u mb a da dang ins u  w ani ir i.

g �n n. (plural s'g�n)
West African Copaiba balsam 
tree. k adau r a,  maje (it ac e).
Daniellia oliveri.

g � n b �n t� n. (plural g�nb�nt�n�)
kind of fish. w ani ir in k ifi.

g � n d � v. (past g�ndk�, active noun 
u'g�ndo)
mark out an area with lines, 
sprinkle, scribble, draw picture or 
writing. zana,  r u b u t u n g ar aje.

ù'g � n � n.
ringworm. mak er o .

g � n �1 n. (plural g�nn�)
fish. k ifi.

g �n � 2 v. (past g�nk�, active noun 
u'g�no; s'g/nó)
write; make grooves. r u b u t a.
Variant: u'g�rgo.

g � n g è -g � n g è [�����e������e�] id.
twistingly, winding. t afiy a mu r de-
mu r de.

g � n g �1 [�������] v.
whisk round, whirl, turn round.
w ar t ak aw a w ani ir i.
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g �n g �2 [�������; �������] n.
kind of crab grass, grass with four 
or more petals like a finger. w ani 
ir in h ak i. Variant: 
k�kkankank�k.

g �n g 73 [������!] n. (plural g�ng�n�)
kind of bird. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .

g � n g ò n g ò [���n�o���o�] n. (plural 
g�ngongno)
lizard fish, a kind of catfish which 
doesn't look much like a fish. w ani 
ir in k ifi. Auchenoglanis.

g � p id.
blink! a flash/shot of blinking.
� ib t a.

g/pg/p/ v.
flickering repeatedly, flapping.
� ib � ib t aw a.

g/pt. v. (past g�ptk�, active noun 
u'g�pto; s'g�pto)
blink. � ib t a,  k y aft aw a.

g & p t& = g�p.
g & p to = g�p.
u'g & r g o = g�n�.
g �s � v. (past g�s�k�)

extract, take, pick sth out. � ib a 
ma.

g �s g �s � id.
gleaming, glittering, shining and 
glistening. w al � iy a k o  � y al � y al i,  
mai� o  mai� o .

ù'g �t� n.
moustache.
g as h in b ak i.

d'g � ttì n. (plural 
c'getti)
short woman's 
underskirt.
fat ar i mu k u r u .

g � vg � v� id.
standing erect, 
on both feet.
c o l o b .

g �z �n g �n n � [���z������nn��] n. (plural 
s'g�z�ng�nn�)
the tree gadakuka: the marga 
tree. du man du t s e,  g ama fa� a 
mar g a. � El nan e m s 'banc o an c e n 
g # z # ng # nn# . Medicine can be made 
from the marga tree.

g íd g íd í1 adv.
closely; with short intervals.
dandang ina.

g ì d g ì d ì 2 id.
pitter patter, quivering, trembling.
far far niy a,  � andang ina.

d'g ì g  n.
special meal made to appease the 
gods or spirits at a designated 
shrine. ab inc in da ak as h ir y a na 
r o k o n al jannu .

g ì g  1 v. (past gigk�)
keep, put sth down. ajiy e.

g ì g �2 n. (plural gig�n�)
kind of ant. w at a ir in g ar a.

d'gìg% n. (plural c'gig�)
special small anthill in the shape 
of a hat. s u r i,  ji!a,  na g ar a w ani 
ir i.

d'g ì g b ù n.
mysterious existence of nature 
usually found in a place of a 
traditional cult. ab u n da y a w u c e 
ik o n � an Adam.

g ì g n ì n. (plural gig�nni)
kind of worm that spoils potatoes.
t s u t s an dank al i.

g ì ik  v.
return, go back. k o ma.

g ì it v.
bring sth home. k aw o  g ida w ani 
ir i.

gíitì v.
take sth home. k ai g ida w ani ir i.

m 'g ì l �1 n.
club, secret male-only society for 
entertainment and fetish worship.
g u nk i.

m 'g ì l �2 n.
fetish. g u mk i,  t s u b b u .
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g ìmg ìmì id.
grey, ash-coloured. w ani ir in 
l au ni.

d'g im, = d'g�m�.
g ì n  v. (past gink�)

despise, be ungrateful and 
discontent with the small size of a 
gift. r aina. Variant: ginm�.

g ì n g à a [�����a��] id.
erect, usually of ears or horns, 
broad and standing right up. fal a-
fal a t s at s ay e.

g in m+ v. (past gin�mk�) = gin�.
m 'g ín ú n.

contempt, arrogance, 
impertinence. r aina.

g ì p  v.
strike. b u g a,  do k a,  g u b r e.

ì'g ì p í n.
whirlwind. g u g u w a.

g ír g ír í id.
rounded, fine-figured, full-figured.
c amb al a.

g ír íp id.
immediately, in a very short time, 
at once, at an instant, 
simultaneously. h a� u w a nan da 
nan.

g ì t 1 v. (past gitk�)
meet at an appointed time or 
place, have an appointment.
t ar as ,  s adu .

g ì t�2 vi.
take home. k ai w ani ab u  g ida.

d'g ì tì n. (plural c'giti)
spindle. k at ar i,  t ang o r i,  mazar i,  
g u l u w i.

g ì v v. (past givk�, active noun m'givi)
mate, copulate, synchronise, 
foreplay, procreate. g u h a,  g u h i.

g ì vg íví n. (plural givgivini)
vampire bat. jemag e.

g ì vl à m id.
with ears sticking out. du b i s iffa,  
k ama.

g ó n.
kind, type, sort. w ani,  w at a.

s'gó s'gó id.
different kinds, various, assorted.
dab am- dab am,  ir i- ir i.

g ó1 n.
seed(s). ir i.

d'gó n.
sowing crops. s h u k a.

g ò 2 n. (plural goono)
white Oryx. mar ir i.

v 'g ò d à n. (plural s'goda)
raised doorstep, mid ridge on fish 
hut. g u du nk a. Variant: v'godco.

v 'g od co = v'goda.
v 'g ò d ò n. (plural s'godo) Emphatic: 

k'godo.
1) voice. mu r y a.
2) oesophagus, windpipe, throat.
jannai,  ma� o g w ar o .

g ò g à n. (plural s'goga)
the tree Detarium Senegalense, 
exudates. b afu r ,  t au r a. Detarium 
senegalense.

g óg r ó n.
alcohol. b ar as a. From: Igbo, 
Yoruba or elsewhere.

g ò l g ò l ò id.
with an anxious, sharp look on 
one's face. w ani ir in du b a.

g ò l h à n g ò [�o�lha���o�] n. (plural 
golhangno)
kind of edible frog. b ididdig i,  
b u du ddu g i.

g ò l k à v.
tighten, make taut. � ama.

g ò l ó n. (plural s'golo)
locust tree. � o r o w a.

k'gòló n. (plural c'golo)
locust bean pod. � o r o w a.

c'gòló
c'gòlcgóló n.

yellow; the colour inside locust 
bean pods. r aw ay a.

d'g ómá n. (plural c'goma)
1) word, sentence, speech.
k al ami,  � al a,  k al ma.
2) proverb, topic. k ar in mag ana,  
b at u . Variant: d'gomo, c'gomo.
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g ò mà a id.
untidy, long thick beard. b u y ay a.

g ò mg ò mò v.
twitch. mu s - mu s .

d'g omo, c' g omo = d'goma.
g ón n.

type. ir i.
g ò n à v. (past gonka)

harden an earth floor. da!a.
g ò n á n n à v. (past gonanka)

slap (sb) with one's palm. mar a.
d'gònánkànnà n.

slap, (a slapping). mar i.
g ón d à v. (past gondka)

deride, contradict, act in a way 
that shows one is not in 
agreement. w ani ir in du b a.

g ò n g ò [�o���o�] n. (plural gongno)
1) lizard. k a� ang ar e.
2) an imaginary lizard, forced by 
pressing on the hand. Variant: 
gugre.

gòngd g&pè [�o���’d ���pe�] n. (plural 
gongd g'pene)
skink lizard. l indo .

gòng gìc. [�o��� ���t���] n.
male lizard. g w ar g w ada. Variant: 
gong gile; gong gule; gìc. 
gòngò; gile gongo.

gòng-d'òrgó [�o��� ��d’o���o�] n.
(plural gong-d'orgno)
anthill lizard, an ant-eating lizard.
� ar ami k a dang  dar e. Variant: 
b.tk%d hérgè (Ribah).

m 'g ón g ón ò [��m’�o�n�o�no�] n.
cheekbone, side. t s au r in ido . See: 
m't�si.

d'g ón g ón ò 1 [��d’�o�n�o�no�] n. (plural 
c'gongono)
mud platform, raised mud floor in 
front of a round sleeping hut.
� ak al i.

d'g ón g ón ò 2 [��d’�o�n�o�no�] n.
twiner, creeper plant whose fruit 
are used for tanning goat- and 
sheepskin. w as u  ir in t s ir e- t s ir e.

d'g ón g # [��d’�o�����] n. (plural 
c'gong')
can, tin. g w ang w ani.

g ón k à [�o�nka�] v. (past gonkka)
take here, receive here. inniy a,  
u ng o . Variant: onka.

g ón mà v. (past gon�mka)
slap (continuously). mammar a.

à'g ón ó n. (plural c'gono)
mud-made floor of a house. da!e.

d'g ò n tò n. (plural c'gonto)
throat. ma� o g w ar o .

k'g ò n tò n. (plural c'gonto)
goitre. ma� a� o .

d'g ò og á n.
well (source of water). r ijiy a.

v 'g óor ò n.
kola nut. g o r o . From: Hausa.

g ò r �b d �l  n d  n. (plural 
gòr%bd%l$nd$n%)
Red-billed Wood-Dove. k u r c iy a 
w ani ir i. Turtur afer.

g ò r b à n. (plural gor�bna)
dove. k u r c iy a. Columbidae.
Variant: gwerba.

gòr%b d'l$nd$ n. (plural gor�b 
d'l�nd�n�)
cape dove. b ar do .

gòr%b púsú n. (plural gor�b 
pusnu)
Red-eyed Turtle Dove, a kind of 
white dove, distinguished by a half 
collar of black feathers around the 
back of neck. k u r c iy a. Streptopelia 
semitorquarta.

gòr%b yàahì n. (plural gor�b 
yaahini)
Laughing Dove, a blue-winged 
dove. k u r c iy a w ani ir i,  b ar do .
Stigmatopelia senegalensis.

g ò r g ò r ò id.
looking hither and thither, eyes 
darting around. r ar r ab a ido ,  
du b edu b e w ani ir i.

m 'g ò s á n.
ancient, time immemorial, long 
ago. da� a� � e.

g ós k à v.
remain a long time. da� e.
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g ò t�r g ò tr ò id.
uneven shape. w ani ir in du b a.

c'g $ n.
vomit. amai,  l al as .

g # d ' k �b � n. (plural c'k�b�)
leader of the entrance porch.
s ar k in zau r e.

d'g $b $ n. (plural g'b')
toe. y at s an � afa.

v 'g $b $ n. (plural s'g'b')
bamboo. g o r a.

c'g $cé n.
care, tending (animals). k iw o . � U  
e l t u e m c 'g �c e , a g w e s u c an. She 
takes care of animals during the rainy 
season.

ù'g $có n.
1) soothsaying. b o k anc i.
2) soothsayer, fortune-teller. du b a.

g $d �r g �d r ù n.
cartilage, gristle. g u r u ng u r t s i.

g $d r $s id.
short buffed nose. w ani ir in 
du b a.

m 'g $g �mb è l à n.
soot. k u nk u nniy a.

g $g l $ n. (plural s'g'gl')
fruit of g'gl', gardenia shrub.
g au � e.

g $g l $ h yá n n.
shrub Gardenia Sokotensis.
g au � e.

g #g r ò n. (plural s'g'gro)
Adam's apple. ma� o s h i. See: 
h�ru.

g $g r $t id.
gulp, sound, especially of 
swallowing a lump of food. mo t s in 
h a� iy e.

g #l g #l# id.
only. k a� ai.

g $lm# n.
golmo - a convention, or 
traditional organisation among 
Lelna people for communal 
farming by young men for 7 years 
before marriage. g o l mo ,  b au t an 
au r e.
— vi.
do g'lm'. b au t a.

g&l$mk& v.
start g'lm', initiate into the 
traditional Lelna engagement 
work organisation. far a,  s o ma.

v 'g $l$ n. (plural s'g'l')
fishing hook. k u g iy a.

g $m$ n. (plural g,mg,mn&)
chief, Emir, king, leader (of 
people). s ar k i.

c'g&m& n.
reign, being the ruler, having 
sovereignty, area under influence 
of above (=kingdom). s ar au t a.

g&mv$n g&lm& n.
leader of g'lm'. s h u g ab an y an 
g o l mo .

g&mv táagnè n. (plural 
g'mg'm�n taagne)
chief hunter, a very well respected 
hunter. s ar k in b ak a.

g'mv d'dan n.
queen termite. u w ar  g ar a.

g ,mv ta a g n e See: g'm'.
g ,mv+n  g ,lm, See: g'm'.
d'g #n d # n. (plural c'g'nd') Large: 

k'g'nd'.
1) navel, tummy-button, point on 
abdomen where the umbilical 
chord entered and was cut. na 
c ib iy a.
2) umbilical cord. c ib iy a,  c ib any a.

g,nd,d nù'cón n.
ear lobe. c il il ig a.

ù'g $n d $ n.
kind of porridge. r u � a,  t al g e.
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d'g $n g $ [d’�������] n. (plural 
c'g'ng')
drum. at u r fan.

g $n g #r ìmè [����������me�] n. (plural 
s'g'ng'rime)
kind of plant bearing edible black 
berries. g il o ,  h au za.

m'g&ng,rìm. [��m����������me�] n.
berry of the g'ng'rim� tree.
' y a' y an h au za,  g il o .

g #n g #w á a l ì [�������wa��l��] n. (plural 
s'g'ng'wali)
physic nut, a kind of tree. c i ni da 
zu g u . Jatropha curcas. Variant: 
gunguwale.

g $n g r è e [������e��] adv.
crouching, sat huddled up, 
squatting. ma� ar am,  � azaza,  
ang al aw a.

ù'g #n ó n. (plural c'g'no)
burial ceremony, entertainment, 
kind of game with v'kiru drums 
and with women singing. w as an 
mak o k i.

à'g #,g # n. (plural s'g''g')
watch, clock. ag o g o . From: Hausa.

g #,g #1 n. (plural s'g''g')
a tree of the species terminalia.
k andar e.

g $,g #2 v. (past g''gk')
attend to a person carefully. l u r a.

g #,k $ v.
vomit. may ar  da.

g $,l id.
protruding. zu mb u l k o .

g #r g #r # id.
well, in good health. k al au ,  g w ar -
g w ar . See: u'y'ro.

g #r g #r # id.
single, only. k a� ai.

g $s $ v. (past g'sk')
cut (usu. grass) with a sickle.
may a.

m'g,s, n.
work of using a sickle to cut. aik in 
may a.

g #s t�mg # n.
kind of guinea corn (sorghum 
vulgare) mostly grown in the old 
town of Dabai. w at a ir in daw a.

g $t id.
gulp, sound of swallowing sth.
h a� iy a.

g $tó v. (active noun c'goto)
look (distant). du b i c an.

g $t# vt.
look at (nearby), watch. du b a.

g #vg è n.
farmer. ma no mi.

g $v# v. (past g'vk')
weed, taking out the weeds from 
the ground. no me.

ù'g $v# n.
farm, farming, cultivating. no ma.

g ,z , = fela.
g $z $m id.

easily bent over, bent clumsily or 
helplessly. l ang a!e.

g ù b �m d ' h w é n n. (plural gùb%m 
c'hwén)
afternoon. r ana,  y amma. See: 
c'gùbù 'growing'.

g u b +s + = �s�.
d'g ú b g ù n.

hubbub. k w iy at u .
g ú b k ù v.

enough. is a.
g ù b ù n. (plural gubnu)

kind of perch. w ani ir in k ifi.
Tilapia spp.
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c'g ù b ù n.
growing up, growth. g ir ma.

ù'g ù b ù n. (plural s'gubu)
fence or wall joining two huts 
together, or porch. � ab i.

g ù d �g ú d  n. (plural gud�gud�n�)
third year g'lm' person. t s ar a.

g ú d g k � v.
rise up, make a loud noise, roar.
h ay aniy a.

d'g ú d g ù n.
1) loquacity, talkativeness, rabble, 
noise made by a crowd of people.
s u r u t u .
2) uproar, noise of disturbance.
h ar ig ido .
3) interjection, word or phrase of 
exclamation. k al mar  mo t s in r ai.
See: u'zapska.

g ù d g ù vi.
jump up. y i w u f.

ù'g ù d g ú d ù n.
lot of noise, clamour, racket.
daniniy a.

g ù d n ù n.
fourth year g'lm' person. t s ar a,  
w ar i.

c'g ù d tù n.
turbid, thick, murky and dirty (of 
liquids). r u � e.

g ù d ù n. (plural 
gudnu)
immature beans, 
young bean pods.
h ans ar i.

v 'g ù d ù n. (plural 
s'gudu)
ring or belt of 
'medicinal' 
leather, charm 
sewn in leather 
with suspended knot worn on 
forearm or wrist. g u r u ,  k amb u ,  
s ag au ,  k ar fu .

g u g r e = gongo.

d'g ú l � n. (plural c'gul�)
talking drum, 
shaped like 
an hourglass 
with strings 
around the 
side which 
are used to 
change the 
drum's pitch.
k al ang u . See: 
d'dàccà.

g ù míg y$z ì n è n.
rock salt.
g is h ir in da 
ak e h a� a a 
� as a.

m 'g ù mù n.
salt. g is h ir i.

gùmí gy&zíné n.
mangul salt. adab ir .

d'g ú n g ù [��d’�u���u�] n. (plural 
c'guntu)
piece, a bit of sth broken. g u t s u r e.
See: d'geda.

g u n g u w a l e = g'ng'wali.
d'g ú r g ù n.

small receptacle made from the 
fruit of kokiya. b at t a. Variant: 
d't�kr�.

g ú r $ n. (plural s'gur')
a kind of tree. l u r a (it ac e).

g ù r ù t id.
gulp, resounding or echoing 
sound of swallowing a lump of 
food. mo t s in h a� iy e. Variant: 
gugrut.

g ù s ù m id.
with dignity, in a dignified way.
h ak imc e.

g ú t1 id.
protrude, stick ones lips out in 
anger. t u r a b a� i w ani ir i.

g ù t2 id.
gulp, swallowing sound. h a� iy a.
See: g't.

ì'g ù tí n. (plural m'guti)
clan (the word for). k ab il a,  dang i.
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g ú tk � v.
spasm, sudden convulsive 
movement. t s ank i.

g ú tù v. (past gutku)
1) gulp, bite, hold water in ones 
mouth ready to burst out. g u nda 
r u w a ab ak i.
2) take a measure of liquid (in the 
mouth). ma� w ar w a. Variant: 
guccu.

g ù u g á n.
well bucket. g u g a. From: Hausa.

k'g ù u s ù n. (plural c'guusu)
beehive. amy a,  b u r t u mi.

g ù z ú v.
wash. w ank e.

g w à 1 v. (past gwaka)
catch sth which has been thrown.
c afe.

gwa d'nw�� idiom.
understand.

d'g w à 1 n.
present given by a person 
returning from a journey. t s ar ab a.

g w à 2 v.
plant. s h u k a.

d'g w à 2 v.
take sb's load. t ar b a.

g w á a b à v. (active noun u'gwabo)
concoct, mix up, make up, 
prepare. g au r ay a,  c u � a,  h a� a,  
k w a!a.

gwab bad�m �n n.
a special concoction pot kept at 
the middle of a farm. w at a ir in 
t u k u ny an al ' ada.

g w à a m d ' n w  v. (past gwàak 
d'nw$)
understand. du g u ,  g anew a.

d'g w à a n à n.
meeting, meet on the road.
g amu w a.

d'g w à a n có n.
encounter with evil spirits, 
unexpected meeting with evil 
spirits. g amo .

g w à a n s á v. (past gwanska)
smear, rub on, make dirty. s h afa,  
g o g a.

á'g w à a n s à adv.
on occasion. l o k ac i. See: 
a'gw��n�; gwana. Variant: 
a'gw��ns� (older).

g w á a n tà v. (past gwantka)
meet. h a� u . Variant: gwanka.

d'g w á a z á n. (plural c'gwaza)
coco-yam root. g w aza. Variant: 
d'gwaza. From: Hausa.

c'g w à g �mtà n.
coercion, compulsion, the act of 
forcefully imposing one's will on 
sb. nu na is a k o  ik o .

g w à g r à t id.
resounding of a swallowing 
sound. mo t s in h a� iy e. Variant: 
gw�gret; gwarat.

g w à k id.
stop or stick suddenly. t s ay e.
Variant: gw�k.

ì'g w á mb á n. (plural m'gwamba)
1) ladle, long-handled spoon.
g ag o .
2) part of gourd plant from which 
ladles are made. Variant: i'koklo.

g w á mb í n.
gambling, game of chance. c ac a.

v 'g w à n n. (plural s'gwan)
the grass saccharum spontaneum 
used for arrow shafts. k y au r o .
Saccharum spontaneum.

a'g w a n a = a'gwaansa.
m 'g w à n à n.

kind of traditional second burial 
ceremony of a youth who had not 
attended the pre-g'lm' age 
group or who has not measured 
c'madugu. w ani ir in mak o k i.
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g w á n d à n. (plural s'gwanda)
papaw tree. g w anda. From: 
Hausa?

d'gwándà n. (plural c'gwanda)
papaw fruit. g w anda (' y a' y an).

g w à n g é [�wa���e�] n.
kind of yellow guinea corn. � au r a,  
ak w iy a,  w at a ir in daw a. Sorghum 
bicolor.

gwàng s'cé [�wa��� s’t�e�] n.
similar kind of guinea corn which 
prefers to grow in the shade of 
trees. w at a ir in daw a.

g w a n k a = gwanta.
g w á p id.

pointing straight up. nu n t s aw o  
w ani ir i. Variant: hwap1.

g w a r a t = gwagrat.
d'g w a z a = d'gwaza.
g w  + v.

rescue, save, salvage. c et a,  c et o ,  
t s er ar .

g w  +mì v. (active noun d'gw$�m%)
rescue, deliver, make safe, set 
free. c et o ,  t s er ar .

d'gw$�m% n.
redeemer. fans a.

ká d'gw$�m% n.
rescuer, saviour, the one that 
saves or rescues. mai c et o ,  
t s er ar ,  mac ec i.

á'g w �+n � = a'gwaansa.
v 'g w �+n �1 n.

Egyptian cobra. w ani ir in mac iji.
Naja haje.

v 'g w �+n �2 n. (plural gw��n�)
groundnut. g y a� a.

gw%�n-bírbírnì n.
bambarra groundnut. k w ar u r u ,  
g u jiy a.

v 'g w �+n �3 n.
haemorrhoids, piles. b as u r ,  zafi,  
ang u r y a.

a'g w ++n s + = a'gwaansa.

g w �n à g w  n. (plural c'gw�nagw�)
hay, fodder grass, a common 
weed which grows on the ground.
g adag i.

g w �n í n. (plural gw�nini)
expert. g w ani.

g w �p id.
blinking heavily. k y aft an ido ,  
k i!t a.

g w è b è n. (plural gwebene)
he-goat. b u ns u r u .

ù'g w é d á = 
u'gwedasa.

g w è d á v. (past 
gwedaka)
close (usually 
door or gate).
r u fe. See: 
gwedese; 
gwedasa.

d'g w è d á n.
door or gate.
r u fa w ani ir i.

g w è d á  g w �l � n. (plural s'gweda 
gw�l�)
the shrub Crotalaria obovata. b iy a 
r ana. Crotalaria obovata. Variant: 
gweda-dwiri.

ù'g w é d á s á n.
quotation marks. b u � e. See: 
u'gweda.

g w è d à s á v. (past gwedaska)
open (gate or door). b ank a� a,  
b u � e.

g w è d è s é v. (past gwedeske)
close or shut in. r u fe k ank a.

g w é eb à 1 n. (plural gweebna)
kind of mouse. w ani ir in !er a.

g w é eb à 2 n. (plural s'gweeba)
guava tree. g o b a.

d'gwéebà n. (plural c'gweeba)
guava fruit. g o b a.

g w è mb è n.
chaff of guinea corn; gleanings left 
for winnower. k o no .
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g w é n n. (plural s'gwen)
enclosed space at entrance to 
compound. fafar anda,  fang al i.

g w è n g w é r ìmà [�we���we����ma�] n.
(plural s'gwengwérima)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

v 'g w è n tà n. (plural gwenta)
bitter garden egg, or bitter tomato.
g au t a,  � at a. Solanum.

gwènt-m&l, n.
poisonous variety of above.
g au t an k u r a. Solanum incanum.

g w è r á v. (past gweraka)
shoot and hit. h ar b a k a s ama.

g w er b a = gorba.
g w è r g w é n tà n.

kind of bitter tomato found in the 
bush, European "garden egg".
g au t an k u r a,  g au t an t u r aw a.
Lycopersicum esculentum; Solanum 
incanum. See: gwent-m'l'.
Variant: w�rgwenta.

g w è r g w é r é n. (plural gwèrgwérnè)
aphid; insect which sucks juice 
from plants. g al l a,  r ak u w a.
Aphididae.

ù'g w è s é n.
the rainy season. damu na. � Doav 
nu'g w e s e , e l nan e m u'g �v�. Farming 
is done during the rainy season.

v 'g w � 1 n. (plural 
s'gw�)
drum made 
from a 
calabash with 
a mat flap on 
top. k u r t u n 
k i� a ir in na 
g ar g ajiy a.

v 'g w � 2 n. (plural 
s'gw�)
grass, single blade of grass. h ak i,  
c iy aw a.

d'gw� n. (plural c'gw�)
stack of hay or thatching grass.
c ib c i.

d'gw/ -z&ndè n.
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

gw.c-h.�kk/ v.
first shoots of grass sprouting all 
over the place. b azo - b azo .

v 'g w � 3 n.
time of initiation for women into 
'dukini' age-group. no man t s ar a 
na y ammat a.

g w �d � n.
kind of thick-rooted vine of the 
wild yam variety. mai k ama da 
r o g w an jeji.

g w �d g w �d � id.
1) fidgeting. s u k u r niy a.
2) short running steps of a child.
k ar k ak ai.
3) struggling to get free.

ù'g w � & n.
1) successful hunt. far au t a.
2) game (meat caught by hunting).
naman daji.

g w � & k á mb à (plural s'gw��kamba)
= hìl$mláká.

g w � & p í (plural c'gw��pi) = hyodo.
g w � & v-s ' yà n g ò [�w���v s’ja���o�] = 

dang�m-ce.
g w & g o See: b�go. = ba2.
g w & g r et = gwagrat.
g w �in adv.

bulging (of stomach). t s ay e.
g w & k = gwak.
g w �l � n. (plural gw�ln�)

goat. ak u y a.
gw.lv%n-dùngú n.

'thrown goat' - used in ritual by 
drummers at the second burial 
ceremony. ak u y an al ' ada.

gw.l$v-c'g&m& n.
'chief's goat' - brought by new 
chief to kingmakers. t au r en 
s ar au t a.

gw.l$v-c'm/n. n. (plural gw�lna 
c'm�n�)
he-goat given at second burial 
ceremony. ak u y an s u r u k anc i.

gw.l$v-s'k.m/ n.
goat given to peers by chief upon 
his being made a chief. w ani ir in 
b u ns u r u .
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gw.l$v-nù'òló n.
goat provided as a gift by the 
elected chief. w ani ir in b u ns u r u .
� N oc u n�n na kai  c 'g �m�, uw an t u 
s av g w # l�v-nu'olo. The chief-elect 
provides the 'shaving-goat' by tradition.

gw.lv-3n -w$ n.
(female) goat provided by host of 
second burial ceremony. w ani 
ir in b u ns u r u .

d'g w �n 1 n. (plural c'gw�n)
grass torch. b al l o .

d'g w �n 2 n.
an excessively forward, cheeky or 
nosey child who is very smart and 
knows it. k w ar mat o ,  k w ak w azo .
Variant: d'kata1.

v 'g w �n b � n. (plural s'gw�nb�)
fibre peeled from locust bean pod 
used for mending calabashes, 
stringing bows, etc. me� i.

ì'g w � n tl � n. (plural m'gw�ntl�)
'kuli-kuli' - small fried cakes made 
from groundnuts. � u l i- � u l i.

g w �r g w �r � ad.
clever-looking, sharp and alert (of 
eyes). w ani ir in du b a. See: 
gòrgòrò.

k'g w � s è và n. (plural s'gw/sèvà; 
c'gw/sèvà)
kind of tall marsh grass used for 
thatching. r o b a,  y ama.
Hyparrhenia rufa; Monocymbium 
ceresiforme.

g w �s � v. (past gw�s�k�)
cut (usually with sickle). may a 
mas a,  mat a,  s h i.

g w � tl � v. (past gw�t�lk�)
look around. fat ar  k aw a,  
fafu t u k a.

g w �z � v. (past gw�z�k�)
frequent, stay with, rely on and 
visit sb excessively. l izamt a,  
do g ar a.

g w �z �& m adj.
shrivelled, curled up. l an� w as a 
w ani ir i,  y ank w ah ew a w ani ir i.
See: g'z'm. Variant: gwiziim.

k'g w íd b í n. (plural c'gwidbi)
water-lily. b ado .

g w ì g b í n. (plural s'gwigbi)
kind of tree. t u na.

g w ì imì n. (plural gwiimni)
leopard. damis a.

g w ì is ì n. (plural gwiisni)
Tooth-billed Barbet. c ig o r o .
Pogonornis bidentatus.

k'g w ì n n. (plural c'gwin)
1) secrecy of holiness, glory, 
honour. s h edar i.
2) mat of reeds or grass used to 
cover window or doorway.
t u faniy a,  as ab ar i.
3) respect. l adab i,  dar aja.

à'g w ís í n.
melon seeds. ag u s h i.

g w ì z í v. (past gwiziki)
wash. w ank e ma.

g w iz iim = gw�z��m.
k'g yà a r à n. (plural c'gyaara)

cactus. k ir ana.
d'g yà n n. (plural c'gyan)

egg. � w ai.
gyàn n.

eggs (usually of lice, fish, toads, 
frogs, etc.). � w ay ay e.
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g y vi. (past giik�)
go home. t afi g ida.

gy% vi.
come home. zo  g ida.

g y +r � v. (past gy$�rk%)
circle, go round, possibly leaving 
one area untouched. y i da' ir a.

d'gy%�r% n. (plural c'gy��r�)
environment. k ew ay e.

d'gy��r� -gy��r� n. (plural 
c'y��r�-y��r�)
circle. da' ir a.

g yò b ó n. (plural gyobono)
dung beetle, stag beetle, 
rhinoceros beetle. b u zu zu ,  
g u ng u r a k as h i.

gyòbó-tàtì n. (plural gyobo-tatini)
stag beetle, dung beetle. b u zu zu .

g yò d ó n.
kind of grass which produces 
tubers. w at a ir in c iy aw a.
Stylochiton spp. Variant: gyòndó
(Ribah).

c'g yò mb n ò n.
kind of very smelly brown chicken 
droppings. k as h in k aza. Variant: 
c'kyombno.

ù'g yò mb ò n. (plural c'gyombo)
1) eyebrow. g ir a.
2) eyelash. g as h in ido .

g yò n d ó = gyòdó.
g yò p ó n. (plural s'gyopo)

night. dar e.
ù'g yóz ò n.

1) a tendency to be easily broken 
or otherwise ruined. fas h e da 
s au r i.
2) bad reputation, unpopularity.
b a� in jini.

d'g yò z ò n. (plural gyozno)
very young child, baby. jar ir i 
� ar ami.

g y$b ó n. (plural gy'bno)
weak person. mar ar  � ar fi.

d'g y$b ó n. (plural c'gy'bo)
basket. k w ando .

ì'g y$b ó n.
part of a roof.

g y$g r ó n. (plural gy'g�rno)
1) woodlouse, a beetle that cuts 
wood, wood-cutter insect. w ani 
ir in � w ar o . Pselliopus cinctus.
Variant: g�gl�2.
2) large striped beetle with long 
antennae - Longhorn beetle.
mag edu w a.

g y$n g r è e [�j�����e��] ad.
solid stance, like a big fat person 
standing (perhaps in the way).
t s ay e.

g y#n #n # ad.
not level, sticking out. w ani ir in 
t s ini. See: j'n'n'.

g y#n tì n.
yellow fever, an infectious, often 
fatal viral disease carried by 
mosquitoes causing a high fever, 
hemorrhaging, vomiting of blood, 
liver damage, and jaundice.
s h aw ar a.

d'g y#,b ò n. (plural c'gy,'bò)
split or broken piece of pot; a 
potsherd. k at ang a,  b al g ac en.

ì'gy,'bò (plural m'gy''bo) Variant: 
ù'gy&&b&.

g y#,cò n. (plural s'gy''co)
lowland area, usually water 
passage near stream. mag u dana 
w ani ir i.

g y#,n id.
straight. � o � ar .

g y$,n à g y# n.
kind of vegetable with edible 
leaves and yellow flowers. k imb a 
mag ajiy a. Variant: j''naj'; 
b%bsíndì.

g y$r g y$r $ id.
looking hither and thither, all 
around. fang ima.

g y#r #t id.
with wide open eyes. w ani ir in 
b u daddu n idanu .

g y#t id.
stand still. t s ay e.
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g y$z g y$z ò adj.
brownish in colour. jaja.

g y$z ó adj.
red, from crimson to light-brown.
ja.

v 'g yú n.
finger. y at s a.

g yú mb è l à mà n.
(plural 
s'gyumbelama)
kind of elephant 
grass (in the 
cymbopogon 
kuprechtii family) 
used for arrow 
shafts. w ani ir in 
h ak i mai � w ar i 
da w ar i.
Cymbopogon 
kuprechtii. Variant: 
júmbèlàmà.

g yú mù n. (plural gyumnu)
fly. � u da.

d'g yú n g ù [��d’�ju���u�] n. (plural 
c'gyungu)

cutting, a piece cut off. dat s a,  
g a!a.

g yù r í m�n k � [�ju���� m���k��] n. (plural 
gyurm �n m�nk�)
thunderstone, flint. ar adu ,  du t s en 
ar adu .

ì'g yù r ù n. (plural m'gyuru)
axe. g at ar i.

gyuri taagne n.
prize axe given to famous hunter.

H  -  h

h �1 excl.
noise to chase kites from 
snatching chicks. t s aw at aw ar  
s h ah o .

h �2 id.
ah! opening of the mouth wide, an 
opening. h ar .

h á a b a v. (past haabka, active noun 
u'haabo)
dry, dry out, become dry. � e� as a.

h a a g +s k a = haagsa.
h à a g s á v.

shout out to frighten chickens 
from kites. t s aw at aw a. See: ha.
Variant: haag�ska.

h à a g ù l  n. (plural haagul�n�)
Common or Hooded Vulture.
ag u l u ,  ang u l u . Necrosyrtes 
monachus. Variant: haagulú.

h á b á 1 excl.
please, come on, expression to
urge or convince someone.
b is imil l a,  mana. From: Hausa.

h à b à 2 v. (past habka)
reduce, lessen, shorten, limit.
r ag e.

h à b à b à excl.
said when a wrestler fells his 
opponent. k u w w ar  nas ar a.

h à b à t id.
waking up suddenly. w ani ir in 
h anzar i,  � ag al . See: hagat.
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h á b �r  k à d à n. (plural 
c'hab�r kada)
cap with points to 
cover ears. h a!ar  
k ada.

h à b d ò n.
kind of brown-
coloured guinea 
corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.

ù'h à b d ò n. (plural 
c'habdo)
residue from the sheabutter-nut oil 
production process. mai mar as  
k y au .

ù'h à b d ú  h à b d ò ad.
brownish colour in the sky, the 
dust in the sky warning of an 
impending storm. t s anw a- t s anw a.

ù'h á b r è n.
miss of a target when shooting.
k w ew ar  h ar b i,  k u r ew a. Variant: 
u'habse.

ù'h á b s è v.
miss the target. � u r ew a. Variant: 
u'habre.

h à cb ò ad.
the manner in which a lazy person 
bends. w ani ir in du � aw a.

h á ccì n.
sneeze. at is h aw a.

h á d v.
move in quickly. g u s a da s au r i.

h à d á 1 v. (past hadka)
smooth, scrape to smooth or 
clean away dirt and residue. g o g e.

h à d á 2 n. (plural hadna)
caterpillar which makes the skin 
itchy. w at a ir in t s u t s a,  g izak a.

ù'h à d à n.
third round of grindinguinea corn.
ni� a na u k u . See: u'b�kl�.

h à d è s é v. (past hadeske)
include, affect, co-opt, bring sb 
uninvolved into sth. g eg a.

h à d g á v. (past hadgka)
scrape with sand or sandstone.
g o g g o g a.

h à d g ò id.
random, not carefully selected.
b ar k at ai.

h á d k à v.
be related to. ji!int a.

h à g à v. (past hagka)
gnaw, bite sth which is hard with 
teeth. c iza,  g w ag w iy a.

h à g á mà n.
greed. h a� ama,  zar i.

h à g à n á v. (past haganka)
scrape. k ar t a.

h à g à t id.
happen quickly, rush, with a start.
nan da nan,  g ag g aw a. Variant: 
habat.

h à g �r -h à g �r id.
rough, not smooth. k au s h i. See: 
h%g%r-h%grù.

h à g è n.
rough (surface), like sand-paper.
mai k au s h i.

m 'h à g è n.
roughness to the touch, dirty and 
coarse skin (e.g. of a lizard).
b u s as s ar  jik in ab u . Variant: 
hwage.

h à h à h à a id.
laughter - a particular way of 
laughing. dar iy a.

hàhàháayèe id.
laughter, the way women end 
their laughter. s h ew a.

h �in excl.
oh dear, expression of inner 
feeling. o  o  ni.

h á k à 1 v.
came. y a,  zo .

h à k á 2 v. (past hakka)
open (usu. mouth). b u � e.

d'hàká n.
ajar, open, (usu. a door or gate). a 
b u � e.
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h à k à p id.
deep, heaving breath with wide 
open mouth, as if tired from 
intense exercise. ajiy ar  zu c iy a.
Variant: hakaphakap.

d'h á k ò n. (plural c'hako)
snare, trap of various sizes for 
different animals. t ar k o ,  b u r ma.
Large: k'hako.

m 'h à k r ò n.
underneath, space between two 
sides. a� ar � as h in.

h á l conj.
even. h ar .

h á l  y� é mtè adj.
evermore, forever, everlasting.
da' imi.

m 'h à l á 1 n.
an attack of the larvae of the 
digger-wasp attacking (feet).
b u r au .

m 'h à l á 2 n.
painful sore caused by a thorn in 
ones instep. c iw o  a t afin � afa.

h á l é n.
character, temperament. h al i.
From: Hausa?

k'hálé n.
greed, strong desire for more than 
is reasonable. h a� ama.

v'hálé n. (plural s'hale)
greed, bad character. h al i.

h à l g k á v.
show a sign of ripening, mature.
h al in nu na.

h à m1 id.
profusely, in great numbers. da!a-
da!a.

h à m2 n. (plural 
c'hamma)
yawn. h amma.
From: Hausa.

k'h á mà n.
solid, heavy 
imported 
hammer, used by blacksmiths.
h ama,  g u du ma.

h à mà mà id.
said by a wrestler when he 
overcomes his opponent. k u w w ar  
nas ar a.

h à m l l à n. (plural s'ham�lla)
decorative sling worn by young 
girls during festivals. h amil a.

h à mb ò n.
creeper plant bearing soft oblong 
fruits used for tanning skins.

h à mcè n. (plural hamcne)
guest, visitor. b a� o .

d'hàmcè n.
being a guest or stranger.
b a� w anc i.

h à mh à mà id.
gobbling, eat speedily. h amu s -
h amu s .

k'h á mò n.
gluttony, greed (negative 
characteristic). zar i.

h à mp á v.
come (usu. here). zo  nan. Variant: 
nokaha; nokapa.

h à mtá v. (past hámtkà)
1) hold to one's chest, embrace in 
one's bosom. r u ng u me.
2) wrap (up). y afa,  l u l l u !a.

d'hàmtà n. (plural c'hamta)
a bundle of sth embraced to one 
side of the chest. � u ns h i.

h �n v. (past haka)
come. zo .

k'h à n á n. (plural c'hana)
specially-made large earthenware 
bowl-shaped vessel for frying 
sheabutter nuts. w ani ir in k as k o .
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h à n à v. (past hanka)
feel warmth of fire by sitting near 
it. jin � u mi.

h à n h à n à id.
yellowish, pinkish, orange colour.
zab ib i.

h à p á v. (past hapka)
jump down. c il g a.

d'h à p à n. (plural c'hapa)
armpit. h amu t t a,  h amat a.

h à p à n à n.
late-planted, late-ripening guinea 
corn. w at a ir in daw a.

h à p à n k á [ha�pa��ka�] v.
hit hard, whack. g w au s a,  fak a,  
fy a� e,  r a� a.

ù'h à p ó n. (plural c'hapo)
piece of animal skin or cloth use 
as a sling to carry a baby. majay i.

h à p s ì p  n. (plural hapsipn�)
kind of eagle. zipar ma.

d'h à r è n.
cleanness. t s ab t ac e.

h à r h à r à id.
sheen, shine, glossiness, as on a 
glazed pot. s h e� i,  t al l i.

h à r k á n. (plural s'harka)
brakes, walker attacker, reins.
l inzami.

h á s id.
'shoo!', 'go away!'. mas . Variant: 
has-has.

h á s s à id.
expression of worry, usu. said by 
women. � ar ar  damu w a.

h à tà v. (past hatka)
swerve off, stray from the road.
fan� ar e,  r at s e.

h á ttà v. (past hatka)
take sth (usu a message) to sb to 
give out to sb on their journey.
r as o  da. Variant: hatte, hatke.

h a tte v. (past hatke) = hatta.
s 'h à u n.

mysterious event, sth strange.
ab in na g aib i.

h à u 1 adj.
gluttonous, greedy (for food). zar i.

h à u 2 n.
kind of traditional homage paid to 
Dabai soon after c'kw��gu of 
m�nk� (the hoeing which marks 
the end of the rains). w ani ir in 
fadanc i. See: c'kw��gu.

h �u 3 id.
bark, sound of a dog's bark.
h au s h i.

h �u 4 vi.
come. zo .

h à u u id.
rushing, blowing, rumbling sound 
of wind. s u u .

h à vá v. (past havka)
go. je.

h á vk  n  w à n tá
petting, sexual activity. t s ar anc e.

h á yà n.
Fat mouse, an edible kind of very 
fat mouse living alone in a sandy 
place. w ani ir in k u s u . Steatomys 
caurinus.

k'h à yò n.
mother-in-law (of a daughter-in-
law), mother of a woman's 
husband. s ar ak u w a.

c'h à z à n.
light matter, sth not serious or of 
lesser importance. g anin dama.

h á z h á z á id.
size of things which are 
uncountably great in number.
g ir man ab u . Variant: h�zh�z�2.

h � excl.
yes, well, expressing agreement 
or affirmation. e.

d'h  +b ù = d'hy$�bù1.
d'h  +d í n. (plural h��dni)

kind of frog. w ani ir in k w a� o .
h  +n excl.

exclamation of surprise and 
disgust, what?! me?

h$�nyú excl.
what is it? mene?
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h �b � v. (past h�bk�)
search, look for. nema,  b i� a.

h �b g  v. (past h�bgk�)
mix up. g au r ay a,  h au t s u na.

h%bgcú n.
1) ingredient. k ay an miy a.
2) antidote, a potion that is used 
to protect against poison. mak ar i.

h �b g s í v. (past h%bgskí)
mix together. c u � any a.

h �b h �b � ad.
mixed up with (usually grain- or 
crumb-like substances). g au r ai-
g au r ai,  diddig a.

d'h  b l  n. (plural c'h�bl�)
abdomen. c ik i k as a c ib i.

h �b s  v.
plough again after rain to loosen 
soil. g ar w ay a.

h �d ad.
imposing stance, as of a pot-
bellied person. t s ay u w a w ani ir i,  
t u b u r a.

h �d g  v. (past h%dgk3)
drink up all of a large amount, 
absorb more than one's fair share.
t s o t s a,  w ank a� e.

h �d g s  v. (past h�dgsk�)
push. t u r a.

h �g �r -h �g r ù ad.
rough, brittle - hard, but easily 
broken. g ag g au t s a. See: 
hàg%r-hàg%r.

h  g c� v. (past h�gck�, active noun 
a'h�gcu)
1) walk, go on journey. y i y aw o ,  
t afiy a.
2) walk for first time. t afiy a. � A w a 
c aa s 'w # #  s 'i l� t u h�g c �. If a child 
reaches the age of two, it will walk.

h  g m� v. (past h$g$mk%)
gnaw, scrape with teeth. � w a� u l e.

h *i excl.
kind of cry. w aiy o .

h  k id.
sudden intake of breath, or 
unexpected spasm of vomiting.

h �k �ms í v. (past h�k�mski, active 
noun s'h�k�msi)
stretch out to full height, stand up 
straight. mi� a.

h  k  p id.
retch or hiccup. s h a� u w a w ani 
ir i.

h  k  s � v. (past h�k�sk�)
become light. as s al at u  t a � ar a 
h as k ak a.

h �k h �k � n.
dawn, beginning to grow light.
as al at u .

k'h  k h  k ù n.
hiccup, hiccough. s h a� u w a.
Variant: k'h�kh�ku.

h  k k à a id.
with a leap on to. � ar e.

k'h  k ú n.
heaving breathe, hiccup, 
hiccough. s h a� u w a.

h  l � v. (past h$lk%)
refuse. � i. See: c'h�l�.

c'h �l � n.
alienation, hatred, end of a 
relationship. � iy ay y a.

h%lìh$línì n.
mutual hatred. � iy ay y a.

h �l s  n.
1) a kind of seasonal twining plant 
that provides a habitat for small 
safe snakes. t s ir e- t s ir e,  w ani ir in 
it ac e.
2) refusal to co-operate. � in t afiy a 
w ani ir i.

h �l s  n � n.
completely uncooperative, 
complete refusal, refusing. � i 
w ani ir i.

h  n � v.
withdraw, stand apart. jany e 
dag a.

d'h  n g  [��dh��n���] n.
a good effort or attempt, (exerting 
oneself to) the utmost. y u n� u r a,  
h imma,  aniy a.
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d'h �n g ù [��dh��n�u�] n.
pleasant smell. g ar � i.

h  n k �l í [h���k��l��] n.
prudence, good sense. h ank al i.
From: Hausa?

d'h �n s ù n. (plural c'h�nsu)
a herb of the Ascelpiadae family.
r o jiy a,  r u jiy a. Raphionacme 
brownii.

h �n ù n. (plural h�nunu)
brother, sister, relative, sibling.
ji!a,  � ane.

h%n k'1nu n.
aunt. inna.

ù'h%nù n.
be in relationship of brother or 
sister with someone. dang ant ak a,  
dang i.

h  p 1 id.
instantly, at once. t as h i w ani ir i.

h �p 2 id.
gulp - drink in one go.

h �p �s  v.
quaff - drink deeply; drink up.
g u g g u b a.

h �p k  v. (past h�pkk�, active noun 
d'h�pk�)
pull ends of leather loincloth 
through one's legs. s an� e,  
� u nzu g u .

d'h$pk$ n. (plural c'h�pk�)
end of leather loincloth, rag.
t s u mma.

h  r  b s ì v. (past h$r$bskì)
widen an existing hole. k ar a b u  
daw a.

h �r �m h �r �m adv.
hurrying along (walking). fu r ja-
fu r ja,  far am- far am.

h �r  s k � v.
glow, show signs of brightness.
h as k a w ani ir i.

h �r h �r � id.
plump and shining, like a large 
blister or ripe fruit. � ib a w ani ir i,  
h u l u - h u l u .

h �r s  v. (past h�rsk�)
refuse, be unwilling. � in y in ab u .

h  r ù 1 n. (plural s'h�ru)
gullet, throat. ma� o g w ar o .

h �r ù 2 id.
emphatic: too tired. s o s ai.

c'h �t�n k �n n � [t�’h��t���k��nn��] n.
junction, branch, fork in the road.
mar ar r ab a.

h �t�n n  v. (past h�t�nk�)
chop a thick slice off sth. b ant al a,  
g u r za.

h  t p ad.
sudden pounce. b u r a- b u r a.
Variant: h�t�-h�t�p.

h *u id.
1) exclamation of frustration, 
irritation or annoyance. jin ab u  
w ani ir i,  zu g a.
2) itchiness. � ai� ay i.

h é er è  h é er è adv.
(walking) in a sluggish manner.
fa� i t as h i.

h è es á v. (past heeska)
lay or spread mat on ground.
s h imfi� a.

h é k s è v.
1) be able to. iy aw a w ani ir i.
2) afford, have enough (money) 
for sth. +m t a h ek s e da = b a ni 
da � ar fin mal l ak ar . Variant: 
hwéksè.

h è r g è n.
village. k ar k ar a.

h è r g s á v. (past hergska)
verify. g as k at a,  h ak ik ant a.

d'h é s é n.
communal labour. g ay y a.

h é tà vt.
fell, cause to fall, trip. fa� i. See: 
hyá 'fall'.

h é tè v. (past hetke)
trip up, drop, let or make sb or sth 
fall. k ay ar .

h è vá v. (past hevka)
dance. y i r aw a.
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hèvó n. (plural s'hevo)
dance. r aw a.

h � excl.
maybe, OK. t o u .

h �b � v. (past h�b�k�)
lessen, reduce (price). r ag e.

h � b h � b ó an.
be uncertain, reflect, ponder, 
doubt. w as w as i.

h � b ó n.
doubt. s h ak k a.

h.bh.bó adv.
doubtfully. s h ak k a- s h ak k a.

h �d g n ò o ad.
manner of standing with puffed 
belly. t s ay e. Variant: h�doo.

h & d oo = h�dgnoo.
h �& excl.

expression of indecision, well...
t o u .

h � & k � v. (past h��kk�)
split, break. t azg e.

h �& k ù d ò r ò n. (plural h��kudorno)
kind of bird. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .

h �& n excl.
growl. nis a.

h �g � v. (past h�gke, h�kk�)
give way, clear out of the way.
c ek a� e,  k au c e.

h.g.s/ vt.
clear (sth) out of the way. k aw ar  
(da).

h �k �p = h�k�p.
h �k h �k � adv.

in a gasping manner. r i� e b ak i 
w ani ir i.

h �l id.
like a flash of lightning. w ai� a,  
� y al l i.

h �l k � v. (past h�lkk�)
jostle, turn away, turn to one side.
g izg ay a,  jir k ic e,  jir k it a. See: 
h�g�; h�sk�.

h.lks/ v. (past h�lksk�)
tilt, pour out. jir k ic e,  jir k it a.

h/lkn/� ad.
tilted to one side, aslant. k ar k ac e,  
k aik aic e.

h � l k n � & adv.
askew - out of line. t s u ng u r .

c'h �m� n.
feverish, having influenza or a 
feverish cold. jant e,  
mas h as s h ar a,  zazza!i jan 
w a� � ar e.

h �n d �m adj.
standing position of a hungry 
person. t s ay a.

h �n � v. (past h/nk., active noun 
u'h�no)
see. g ani,  k ar !i,  ng o .

h � n k cè [h��nkt�e�] adv.
suddenly. b a zat o .

m 'h �n n é n.
1) confidential chat. g anaw a,  
as ir i.
2) meeting with sb you haven't 
seen for a long time.

h � n tè v. (past h�ntke)
see, consider, think. g ani.

h � n ù  d ' k �m� n.
enjoyment, fun, pleasure; 
extravagant or lavish living.
g u b al a.

h � p ó n.
fiddle about, attempt to correct 
sth; acting as though you know 
better than others. nu na g w anin 
t a. � � m v# c # k#  o, az  u lag  h# p o. I 
told her to stop fiddling.

h �p ò o ad.
stance with part of the body 
hanging to one side. t s ay e.

h �r �r � adv.
in secret, secretly. l a!a!a.

h �r ò h �r ò ad.
vigilant, watchful, on the look-out 
for danger. mai h adani.

h �s k � v. (past h�skk�)
give way, let me pass, clear away.
b ada w u r i. See: h�lk�.
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h �s s � v. (past h�sk�)
give way (to sb), clear off, yield.
k au c e b ada w u r i.

h �t� v. (past h�t�k�)
get out of the way (usually on the 
road). r at s e.

c'h �t� n.
miracle, vision, wonder. al ' ajib i.

d'h �t� n. (plural c'h�t�)
1) game, recreation, sport. w as a.
2) festival, holiday, celebrations, 
party. w as a.

h �v� v. (past h�v�k�)
go and attend to, spend time with, 
visit. ams a g any at a.

h & z h & z & 1 = hazhaza.
h � z h � z � 3 n.

kind of purgative shrub (causes 
evacuation of bowels). ay y ar a,  
ay ay a.

d'h í n. (plural c'hi)
head. k ai.

s'hín.
hair of head. s u ma. Sg: v'hi.

s 'h í n.
some sort of tradition.

c'h í
mìn c'hí

beneath, underneath. � ar � as h i.
v 'h ì n. (plural hi)

guinea corn. daw a.
k'hì n. (plural c'hi)

maize. mas ar a.
hí c'k.n. n.

new-breed guinea corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.

hí gy,zíné n.
red kind of guinea corn (sorghum 
vulgare). w at a ir in daw a.

hí púsúnín.
white guinea corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.

h ì  c d g á n à n.
maize. mas ar a. See: hi.

m 'h ì b � n.
blood. jini.

h íd  �n  d ò k á n.
glans (of the) penis. k an k ac iy a.

h íd  �n  g è n n.
source of stream. k an r afi,  
mafar in k o g i,  � as h iy a. See: d'hi.

h íd  �n  t� mó n.
anvil. u w ar  ma� er a. See: temo
'anvil'.

h íd  s ì p ì n.
external apex of a round thatched 
roof. t u k i. See: d'hi.

h íh íh íi id.
laughter, giggling. w at a ir in 
dar iy a.

h íis ì v. (past hiiski)
fill sth up. c ik a s h i.

h ík � v.
be full, filled up (with water, etc.).
c ik a.

h ì k  ms � v. (past hik�msk�)
emphasize, give emphasis to.
nau y in l afazi g ir mamaw ar .

h ì l  n. (plural s'hil�)
1) thorn-tree, a kind of tree. it ac en 
� ay a.
2) (in plural) – general name for 
thorny plants. g u mb i.

k'hìl$ n. (plural c'hil�)
thorn. � ay a.

hìl$gòngò n. (plural s'hil�gongo)
thorny grass. k as h in y aw o .

hìl$kátá n. (plural s'hil�kata)
low-growing thorny tree. � ay a 
w ani ir i.

hìl$ k&lílí n. (plural s'hil� k'lili)
hook-thorn tree, a tree with 
hooked thorns. k ama mu  r ab a.
Variant: hil� kw�d�t.

h ì l  ml á k á n.
Rottboellia exaltata, a kind of 
grass. g y azama. Rottboellia 
exaltata. Variant: gw/�kámbà.

h ìmk  v. (past himkk�)
groan. nis a.

d'h ímú n. (plural c'himu)
groan. nis a.
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h ì n � v. (past hink�)
dig (e.g. a hole). h a� a.

d'h ì n � n. (plural c'hin�)
1) drum (of any kind). g ang a.
2) music. k i� a.

hìnd $n w$ n. (plural hinc �n w�)
death 
drum, 
drum 
marking 
funeral 
activities.
g ang ar  
mu t u w a.
See: ká 
c'hìn%.

hind 
c'gomo
n.

drum 
played 
for chief.
g ang ar  s ar k i.

h ír �r mù n. (plural c'hir�rmu)
medicinal kind of herb. w ani ir in 
g any e.

h ì r í n.
hunting expedition, days or weeks 
spent away from home hunting 
wild animals. far au t ar  k w anan 
daji. � K an hi r i , e l t u h# n n��mn�.
The bush expedition hunter sees game 
animals.

h ír ì s ì n. (plural s'hirisi)
kind of herb. w ani ir in g any e.

h ì t� v. (past hitk�)
knead, scrub, clean by rubbing 
hard, esp. with soap and water.
c u � a.

h ì tk s � v. (past hitksk�, active noun 
c'hitks�)
cheat, act in a dishonest way to 
gain an advantage. y au dar a,  y i 
w a zamb a.

h ì v v. (past hivk�, active noun d'hivi)
steal, take somebody else's 
property without permission. s ac i,  
s at a.

hìví n. (plural hivni)
thief, rogue. !ar aw o .

h íw �& r � n.
wild sorrel, prickly self-sown sorrel 
(a sharp-tasting plant of the dock 
family). � ai� ay i k u w a. Rumex.

m 'h m excl.
a reply to someone's greeting.
ams a g ais u w a. Variant: �h�m; 
�h�n.

h n à det.
this, these. w annan,  w a� annan.

h ò b à 1 v. (past hobka)
cover, invert or turn a small 
calabash upside down on top of a 
larger one full of water to prevent 
it spilling. b u r ma,  � a� � ak a,  
g u nk a.

h ò b à 2 v. (past hobka)
search or look for sth. nema.

m'hòbà n.
hunting, searching. far au t a.

h ò b á n g íz í [ho�ba�����z��] n.
Lord, the name of God, used 
when swearing an oath. w at a ir in 
r ant s u w a.

h ò b á n g ú r ù [ho�ba���u��u�] excl.
meaningless utterances. mag ana 
b a ma' ana.

h ò b á n yà n è n.
declaration, pronouncement, 
swearing. w at a ir in r ant s u w a.
See: hobanguru.

d'h ò b cò n. (plural c'hobco)
the three stones forming a 
traditional fire for cooking. mu r fu .

h ò b g á v. (past hobgka)
search (for sth). b i� a,  c ig iy a.
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h ò b g ò n.
traditional medicine man, whose 
medicines are used to cure 
potions; diviner using sand. du b a.

h ò b ò v.
hunting, looking for game. b ida,  
far au t a.

h ò b 5 v. (past hòbókò, active noun 
s'hòbò)
breathe. nu mfas h i.

s'hòbò n.
breath. nu mfas h i.

ù'h ób ós ó n.
comma [,] a punctuation mark 
indicating a slight pause or break 
between words in a sentence.
w a� afi.

h ò b ós ò v. (past hobosko)
settle down, cool down. k w ant a,  
l afa.

h ocb o = hodgo.
h ò d g á vi. (past hodgka)

move self closer towards sb.
g u s o .

hòdgtá vt.
move sth closer to me. mas o  da.

h ò d g ó v.
move away, perhaps a little. g u s a.
Variant: hocbo.

h od u n b , = h'd�nb'.
h ò g má v.

crush. r u g u r g u je,  ni� e.
h ók à 1 v. = hwa.
h ò k à 2 v. (past hokka)

hide, keep out of sight. fak e,  
!u y a.

h ò k má v. (past hok�mka)
grate, scrape, wipe sth. g o g e.

h ò k tá v.
clasp, embrace, kiss. r u ng u me.

ù'h ól à n.
Lelna festival of thanksgiving at 
end of rainy season. h ar g o w a.

h ò l à v. (past holka)
prevent or hinder sb from doing 
sth. h ana.

h ò má n. (plural s'homa)
crack, fracture in sth. t s ag a,  
k u k k u !a,  fas h e. � Dor i  s 't � kobka, 
i  e mk homa. The soup pot fell down, 
putting a crack in it. � Dor i n l�kc  e mk 
homa. The mush cooking-pot has a 
crack in it.

h ò mb à m id.
sodden, chock-full, flooded, usu. 
of rain water over some land.
fandam,  fandal . Variant: 
hwambam.

ì'h ón à det. (plural m'hona)
a few (of). w a� ans u ,  k a� an.

h ò n g á [ho���a�] v. (past hongka)
1) hear, listen. s au r ar a.
2) feel, sense. ji.

m'hòngá [��mho���a�] n.
hearing, feeling. ji.

hòngàhóngà [ho���a�ho���a�] adj.
hearsay, gossip. k ar u ma,  jit a-
jit a.

c'h ò n g �mz á n [t�’ho�����mza�n] n.
1) mischief-making, obstinate 
person. s h eji,  s h ig i da fit a,  k ini 
b ib i.
2) stubbornness. k afiy a.

m'hòng%mzán [��mho�����mza�n] n.
disobedience. � in ji,  r as h in 
b iy ay y a.

h ón h ón ó ad.
1) correct, all right, sorted.
madaidaic i.
2) the same (as). � ay a.
3) steady. � w ar i.

h on i d ' h w in See: i'hono.
h on i d ' l ,m, See: i'hono.
m 'h ò n n á n.

a medium amount, a fair bit, not 
too much. mat s ak aic i.

h ò n ò n. (plural s'hono)
gourd stalk, calabash plant.
du ma,  � w ar y a. � Anan g w a hono a 
k# t n#  d 'ba d � d �n d a. You do not 
plant a gourd stalk and pumpkin in the 
same place.
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i'hono n. (plural m'hono)
calabash. � w ar y a. Large: k'hònò. 
Large 
Plural: 
c'hono.

hòní d'hwín n.
a new calabash used to keep dust 
and dirt dug out of a grave hole.
� w ar y a w at a ir i.

hòní d'l&m& n.
traditional calabash. w at a ir in 
� w ar y a. See: d'l'm'.

h ón s à v. (past honska)
equate, compare, make out to be 
the same or right. daidait o .

h ón ú n è adv.
during or within the last two years.
b ar iy a. See: d�une.

h ò p á 1 n. (plural c'hopá)
jute, corchorus tridens. l al o ,  
t u r g u nnu w a.

h ò p à 2 n. (plural hopna)
very common long-finned catfish.
l ams a. Clarotes spp.

h ò p à n n á v. (past hopanka)
thrash, whack, strike heavily and 
loudly. du k a w ani ir i,  k w al a w a.

d'h óp s n á n. (plural c'hopsna)
gourd-based container for keeping 
things. � w ar y an da ak a g y ar a.

h ò r á n g á [ho��a���a�] n. (plural 
hòrángánà)
West African Crowned Crane.
g au r ak a,  g amr ak a. Balearica 
pervonina.

d'h ò r �mcó n.
reflection (of light, e.g. from a 
mirror). g anin ir in na madu b i.

Hór �md  z �& g s k 7i n.
The Holy Spirit. r u h u  mait s ar k i.

d'h ór mò n. (plural c'hormo)
1) spirit, soul, ghost, phantom.
k u r w a,  fat al w a.
2) reflection in water, shadow.
inu w a.
3) opposite. ak as i.

h ò tó n.
picture. fo t o . From: English -
'photo'.

d'h ò z á n.
traditional mixture of ground rice 
and water, for appeasing god(s).
r u � an s h ink afa.

h #1 v. (past h''k')
dry. b u s h ew a.

d'h $ n.
fourth year g'lm' person, sb who 
has done 3 years of g'lm'. t s ar a 
a w u r in g o l mo .

k'h $ n. (plural c'h')
swing (e.g. rope swing or see-
saw). ab in l il o .

m 'h $ n.
water. r u w a.

h&m$n hwèlà n.
1) hot water. r u w an zafi.
2) alcohol, or alcoholic drink.
b ar as a.

m'h' m'h' n.
liquid. r u w a.

h $2 id.
speed of movement, haste, hurry.
g ar ay e,  s au r i.

h $b h $b $ id.
like a paste or puree, food mixed 
up neither very thick nor thin.
h a� eh a� e,  k w a!a.

h #b s $ v. (past h'bsk')
mix up, stir. c u � a.

h $d  n ad.
true, same, no difference, alike.
k amar ,  � an da,  b a r ab e,  far � i.
Variant: h'dd�n.
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h $d  n b # excl.
that is so, it is true, that is how it 
is. h ak ananne. Variant: hodunb'; 
h'dumb'; h'dunlo.

h&dún dá excl.
that is not so, not true. b a h ak a 
b a.

h&dúng/ excl.
that is for sure, definitely. h ak ane.

h ,d d +n = h'd�n.
d'h $d é n.

bark string. k ir t anin !aw o .
k'h $d é n. (plural c'h'de)

unsown edge of farm, boundary.
b ay al a,  iy ak a.

h $d h $d $ id.
forcefully, squeezing, pressing 
hard for space. mat s a da k ar fi.

h $d k à s ín n.
good deed, a good turn. adal a.

h $d k s é v. (past h&dkské)
1) be serious, committed (about 
sth), make an effort. c ing ir in 
g at a.
2) be close-packed, over-loaded.
w u r iy a mat s e.

h $d $ adv.
tight. t s au r ava,  t ank e.

h ,d u mb , = h'd�nb'.
h $d ú n è excl.

that's right. h ak a ne.
h ,d u n l o = h'd�nb'.
h $g $ v. (past h'gk', active noun 

s'h'g')
swim. y i iy o .

ì'h 3i adv.
for no good reason. b a dal il i.

h $k h $k $ adv.
puffed up. h u k u - h u k u .

m 'h $k n $ n.
well-being. l afiy a.

h $l$ vt. (past h'lk')
pull sth out, remove. c ir a,  c ir e.

h $mb $ n.
kind of creeper. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

h $m$ v. (past h'mk', active noun 
m'h'm')
sexual intercourse. c iy ay y a,  na 
s h a' anin mat a.

h $n h $n $ id.
familiar, informal, cocky, 
describing the attitude and actions 
of sb who sees no need to show 
respect. c ar ang w a� a,  s ame.

v 'h $n s è n. (plural s'h'nse)
raw or peeling skin at quick of 
finger-nail (usu. during dry-
season). t as h in fat a ay at s a a 
� u mb a.

h #, v. (past h''k')
dry. b u s ar .

h #,c' k à l à greeting.
greeting. g ais u w a. Variant: 
p''c'kala.

h $,k k �u adj.
solid, dried hard. da!ar b ar .

m 'h $,k n $ n.
health, healthy condition. l afiy a.

h $,k $ v.
dry. b u s as s h e,  � e� as a.

h $,l adv.
wide and round (of eyes). b u � e 
ido .

h $,m r í z a  d a Variant: bá h&'m rí.
excl.
'It's nothing to do with me'. b a 
r u w a na.

h $,n v. (past h''k')
cling, hang on to. � afe,  ma� al e.

h #,s k è v.
dry and become stiff. � ame. See: 
kameske.

h #,s $ adj.
C'Lela greeting. g ais u w a. See: 
h''ckala 'welcome!'.

h #,tù h #r ù n. (plural h''tuh'runu)
Yellow-fronted Tinker-bird. w ani 
ir in t s u nt s u . Pogoniulus 
chrysoconus.

d'h $p é s è n. (plural c'h'pese)
mush food in soup. t u w o  da miy a 
a g ame.
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h #p k $ v.
jump down. c il g a.

h #p k $ v.
be tall or high. y ay i t s ay i.

h $p ó v. (past h'poko)
put in (e.g. flour into boiling 
water). s a g ar i k a t u k a.

h $p ók ò v.
(stomach) shrink from hunger.
k al af.

h $p $ n.
dancing game played by girls with 
one standing in the middle falling 
and being caught by others in a 
ring around her. ab k e.

h #p s è v. (past h'pske)
hang up high. r at ay a s ama da 
nis a.

h $r  vh w à adv.
later on, soon. anjima.

à'h $r m$ n.
noise, (unwelcome) talking, 
chatter. s u r u t u .

v 'h $r # adv.
later. da jimaw a.

h $r #m ad.
staring vacantly, absent-mindedly.
g al au .

h $r $mb à i n. (plural c'h&r&mbài)
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.
Variant: futubai; hutubai; 
hulubai.

h $r #n g [h������] ad.
absent-minded, vacant look.
b at u r u t u r u ,  g al au . See: h'r'm.

m 'h $s # n.
generosity. faida,  h as afi,  k y au t a.

ù'h $s # n.
smell of blood. � ar ni.

h $t$ v. (past h'tk')
sneak away. l a!a!a. Variant: 
h'tt'.

h,ttè vt. (past h'tke)
sneak away with sth. l a!a!a da 
s h i,  s u .

h ,tt, = h't'.
h ,z ee = h'z''.

h $z h $z $ adj.
plump and soft. l u !u - l u !u ,  mai 
y ar  � ib a.

h $z $, adj.
relaxed, at ease. k w anc iy a (s ak i 
jik i) w ani ir i. Variant: h'zee.

h ú n. (plural s'hú)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

h ù d ú vi. (past hudku)
move on with difficulty, press on.
y u nk u r a g ab .

h ú g � v. (past hugk�)
float on water and be carried 
away. k w as o w ar  r u w a.

c'hùg%-húg$ n.
washed and carried away.
k w as h en r u w an da k e g u du .

h ù g ù n. (plural hugnu)
bush duck or the white-faced tree-
duck. ag w ag w an daji.
Dendrocygna viduata.

hùg-dórfò n. (plural hùg-dórfònò)
Knob-billed Goose. dani,  
k w ank w ani,  k w ar w a. Sarkidiornis 
melanotos.

h ù g ú d k ù v.
dominate, be entrenched, 
establish oneself. mamay e.

h ú k adv id.
all in a group. g ab a � ay a.

h u k a = fuka.
h ù k � v. (past hukk�)

pull along, drag. jany o .
k'h ú k ú n.

a sign showing that the snake has 
passed that way, the tracks made 
when something is pulled along 
the ground. nu na al aman jan 
ab u  k as a.

h ù k ú v. (past hukku, active noun 
u'huku)
pull. ja.

h ù l b �& adj.
wan-looking. w ani ir in du b a.

h ù l ù v.
1) blow (e.g. horn). b u s a,  h u r i.
2) dry. t s ane.
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ù'h ù l ù n.
exaggeration. azaizait a,  
zu g u ig u it a.

ì'h ù l ù n.
pungent fumes which have an 
effect like ammonia. w ar i.

h u l u b a i = h'r'mbai.
s 'h ù mg cù n.

company, companionship. w ani 
ir in k a� ait a. Verb Past: humgcku.

d'h ú mú n. (plural c'humu)
traditional working song, used 
esp. in farming. w a� ar  no ma.

h ú mù vt.
pull. ja.

h ù n d ù m adv.
puffed up or out. w ani ir in 
k u mb u r i.

h ù p ù v. (past hupku)
sip. k u r !a.

h ú r b ù v. (past hurbku)
fan food to cool it, blow. s ais ait a,  
fifit a.

h ù r ù n  d ' g à a g ò n. (plural s'hurun 
d'gaago)
the shrub Vernonia amygdalina -
'bitterleaf'. s h iw ak a. Vernonia 
amygdalina.

h ù r ù n d ù mn ù n.
1) vapour. t u r u r i.
2) warmth. feeling of heat of fire.
� u mi.

d'h ù tù n. (plural c'hutu)
gateway. � o fa.

h u tu b a i = h'r'mbai.
h ú u id.

1) sound or smell of sth or sb 
passing (far-off). mo t s in is k a.
2) hoot - sound of owl. k u k an 
mu jiy a.
3) sound of rain passing for the 
end of the wet season.

h ù u id.
sound or smell of sth or sb 
passing swiftly (close-by). mo t s in 
is k a.

h ú u l �g ù n.
kind of low-growing grass. w ani 
ir in t s ir o n h ak i.

d'h ú u tú 1 n. (plural c'huutu)
penis not completely covered by 
foreskin. g ant amau .

d'h ù u tù 2 n. (plural c'huutu)
gateway. � o fa.

h w á 1 v. (past hoka)
slaughter, kill. k as h e,  y ank a.

h w à a 2 v. (past hwàaká)
dry up. � afe.

h w à a 3 id.
fly suddenly at the same time with 
a loud flapping sound. b ai � ay a.

h w á a c' k $ n. (plural hwac'k'n')
kind of snake. w ani ir in mac iji.

h w à a k  n  w  + n.
kind of ceremonial act or play 
during the second burial 
ceremony. w as a.

h w à a k ò n.
1) game where younger brothers 
or sisters engage in mock fight 
with an older brother's fiancee.
w ani ir in w as an maau r at a.
2) partial ploughing of ridges in 
field to mark them out for proper 
ploughing. h u � a,  y ana h u � ar  
g w aza. Verb Past: hwaakka.

c'h w à a l à n.
bargain, trade, buying and selling.
s ay aiy a,  c inik i.

h w à a r id.
effect of lightning (i.e. the flash) 
and thunder (i.e. the sound) 
coming at the same time. � ar a da 
w al k iy a. Variant: hwarhwar.

h w à g à g g à id.
sound of movement in grass, 
rustle. k as am- k as am.

m 'h w a g e = hage.
h w à g mà l = hwakmal.
h w à h w à h w à n. (plural 

s'hwahwahwa)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.
Variant: sàktásà (Ribah).
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h w à k mà l id.
rough feel of new animal-hide 
material (e.g. leather, lizard-skin).
� ar ar a. � B ad u e mk�v hw akmal, va 
s w i ki  u m'ne v d a. Your loincloth is 
rough, you have not rubbed oil onto it.
Variant: hwagmal.

h w à k tá 1 v. (past hwaktka)
turn sideways. ju y aw a w ani ir i.

h w à k tà 2 n.
kind of grass used in making 
bricks or plaster. w ani ir in h ak i.

ù'h w à k tà n.
market. k as u w a.

h w à l adj.
shine, glisten. y i � y al l i.

h w à mb à m adv.
in abundance (of water). k al e-
k al e. See: hombam.

h w á n b #g # n. (plural s'hwanb'g')
'bush orange' tree. w ani ir in 
it ac e.

h w á n d á r á n. (plural c'hwandara)
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak in 
fadam.

h w á n g  h w á n g ó [hwa��� hwa���o�]
adv.
upright, erect. t s al el iy a,  ziza.

h w à n k á [hwa�nka�] v.
turn or twist round to one side.
k ar k at a.

h w á p 1 = gwap.
h w à p 2 id.

splish, splash, sound caused by 
splashing water over one's body.
� ar an w at s a r u w a.

h w à s adv.
everywhere, spread all over the 
place. fank am- fay au ,  fu r fu t u .
See: haska; hwasassa.

h w à s à s s à adv.
appearing in large numbers.
t u mb u � o .

h w à s k á v. (past hwàskká)
spread out (of a group of people).
w as u  k o  ina.

h w à tà v. (past hwatka)
dodge aside. k au c e,  b au � e.

h w �u adj.
1) rough (of skin). !aw o .
2) sth passing with speed (e.g. of 
large snake). da s au r i.

h w � v. (past hw%�k$)
1) fumigate, smoke out. t u r ar a.
2) swell. k u mb u r a.

m'hw$ n.
swelling. k u mb u r i,  s as u me.

c'h w �+k ù n.
fumes, strong-smelling smoke or 
vapour. h ay a� in mag ani.

h w �+r ì n. (plural hw��rni)
White-faced Owl. jimo l a,  
iny aw ar a,  mu jiy a. Ptilopsis 
leucotis. Variant: hw��rrimuni
(black owl); hw��rfirfirni
('flapping owl'); hw��ric'con
('eared owl').

h w �b g � n. (plural hw�bgn�)
kind of very small frog with a very 
large stomach. w ani ir in k w a� o .

h w �p id.
stretched out, sprawled out. k al e-
k al e.

h w �t id.
going past sb at speed. zar c e,  
w u c e.

h w �tk � n. (plural hw�tkn�)
firstborn. � an,  y ar  far i.

h w �ú id.
flustered, astonished, 
flabbergasted. g ig ic e.

d'h w è n. (plural c'hwe)
heap, sth arranged in small 
heaps. k as a.

h w é d  cè k é excl.
oh what? oh no! y au - y au ne,  k ak a 
nik a y i! � N a hok o w a naama; 
hw e d  c e ke , l# # l# n nan e mt e ? We 
have killed his calf. Oh no! now what 
can we do?

h w é d  d �h  n d  n è adv.
two days ago, day-before-
yesterday. s h ek ar anjiy a.

h w è d  yò n d  n.
bad day, sad day, evil day.
mu g u ny ar  r ana.
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ì'h w è d è n.
1) schism, tear, division. s as h e,  
k as h i.
2) commune, community, section 
or department of people living and 
working together. dang i.

m 'h w è en é n.
secrecy, keeping a secret 
between intimate friends. h al in 
as ir i.

h w è es é v. (past hweeske)
harm. l ah ani.

h w è g á v.
sit or lie on. k w anc i.

h w è k á v. (past hwekaka) = hwega.
c'h w é k é an.

hide. !u y a.
h w é k s è = héksè.
h w è l á n. (plural hwelána)

fire. w u t a. � Hav �v d ap as a hw e la 
nu's ama. Go and light the fire in the 
cooking place.

d'rem d�n hwela n.
flame. h ar s h en w u t a.

h w è l á  n á s  w á a l à n.
fire-weed, red-flowered weed.
damag i. Chrozophora senegalensis.

h w è l á  n à y#r ò n.
months of heaviest rain, July and 
August. w at an da ak a fi y in 
r u w a.

d'h w é l s è n. (plural c'hwelse)
praise, egging on, encouraging 
words (e.g. by beggar, fellow 
golmo workers). ag al anda,  k ir ar i,  
g u mb u r i. Verb Past: hwélskè.

d'h w é n n.
sun, day. r ana.

ì'hwén n.
heat of the sun. r ana.

v 'h w è n n. (plural s'hwen)
rope. ig iiy a.

h w è n d ò n. (plural s'hwendo)
whistling (sound). fe� u w a,  fit o .

m 'h w è n g c/ [��m’hwe���t�e!] n.
wakefulness. r ay e,  fal k a,  far k a.

h w en g d  g a a d ema See: d'hwenge.
h w en g d  g ,m, See: d'hwenge.
d'h w è n g è [��d’hwe���e�] n.

elder sibling, elder brother or 
sister. mafi g ir ma,  w a,  y a.

hwèng%d gàadémà
[hwe�����d �a��de�ma�] n.

age group in g'lm'. t s ar a.
hwèng%d g&m& [hwe�����d ���m��] n.

age group and title in g'lm'.
t s ar an g o l mo .

v 'h w è n yá l à n. (plural s'hwenyala)
a kind of plant. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

h w è p k s á v. (past hwepkska)
fit, suit, be appropriate. dac e.

h w è r á v. (past hweraka)
rest. h u t a.

hwèràsá v. (past hweraska)
give rest to, allow to rest. h u t ad 
da.

d'hwèrá n.
holiday, rest. h u t u .

hwèrè n.
recreation, play, amusement.
w as a.

h w é s à vt.
start. far a,  s o ma.

h w é s s è v. (past hwesseke)
wound, injure. jin c iw o .

d'hwés sè n.
wound, injury. jimu w a.
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h w �c� n.
gourd rattle or shaker with beads 
on the outside.
k ac au - k ac au .

h w � d í adj.
many, much, a 
lot, greatly.
ag a.

h w �& id.
stealthily 
moving away.
s u l mu y a,  s u l ay e.

h w �& n h w �& n id.
muttering, murmuring. g u ng u ni.

h w �& r  mh w �& n.
kind of traditional activity which 
involves giving presents to show 
appreciation. b aiy ana mu r na 
w ani ir i,  s h ag al i.

h w �& t�l id.
light, not having much weight for 
its size. mar a nau y i.

h w � & ú n id.
hiss, sound heard when sb 
releases air or wind. � ar ar  t u s a.

h w �k m�l id.
looking lean, starved, in poor 
condition. mar ar  annu r i.

d'h w �l k � n. (plural c'hw�lk�)
kind of drum, specially-honoured 
traditional drum. g ang a � w ar y a 
w ani ir i.

h w �mb �m id.
haggard, the look of sb tired and 
with face lined from worry or lack 
of food. t amu k k e.

v 'h w � n k � [��v’hw���k��] n. (plural 
s'hw�nk�)
pinnacle, top, summit. � o l o l u w a,  
� o � u w a.

hw/nksò [hw���kso�] v. (past 
hw�nksko, active noun 
v'hw�nkso)
climb, climb higher, go up to the 
top. h au r a s ama.

h w � r � m adj.
faint, lean in appearance, or 
absent-minded. w ani ir in du b a.

h w �r �r � id.
moving quietly, almost silently.
t afiy a s h ir u - s h ir u .

d'h w �r k � n. (plural c'hw�rk�)
kind of drum. w ani ir in g ang a.

h w �s id.
clatter, action of falling and spilling 
sth over. w ani ir in fa� u w a.

h w 7u id.
rustle, slither sound, hiss, sound 
caused by a passing snake or 
when a light wind blows over dry 
grass and leaves. � ar ar  b u s ar  
is k a. Variant: hw�uu.

d'h w í n. (plural c'hwi)
lump or mouthful of mush food.
l o ma.

h w ì 1 adj.
a small, little (amount). k a� an.

h w ì 2 adj.
secret, screened off. k ar a.

h w ì cì adv.
1) ahead, forward, further. g ab a.
2) leadership, first place or rank.
s h u g ab anc i,  jag o r anc i.

h w ì d í (past hwidiki) = hwigi.
h w ì g 1 v. (past hwigiki)

sit or lie on (as in hen sitting on 
eggs). k w anc i. Variant: hwidi.

h w ì il ì  h w ì il ì id.
conceited, jealous. c ic c ik a.

h w íip s � v. (past hwiipsk�)
live with sb as a friend, look after, 
show kindness to. aime.

d'h w ímb í n.
a while, a time. � an l o k ac i,  
jimaw a.

c'h w ín n.
loose earth or soil. y as h i,  � as a.
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h w ín d ì n. (plural hwindni)
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu.
as is it a,  w ani ir in t s u nt s u .
Uraeginthus bengalus. Variant: 
kèrànná (Senchi); hwíndù.

h w ín d ù (plural hwindunu) = 
hwíndì.

h w ì n g í [hw������; hw�����!] n. (plural 
hwingini)
kind of big bush bird. t u je.

h w ín s � v. (past hwinsk�)
be angry, annoyed. y in fu s h i.

d'hwìnsù an.
grudge, anger, sulk, mope. fu s h i,  
h ar zu � a,  !ac in r ai,  b a� o s ani.

h w ì r í v. (past hwirki)
fan, blow on fire to fan into flame.
h u r a.

h w ì r k í v. (past hwirkki)
working bellows, fanning (= 
blowing air on) a fire. g u r a,  
h u r h u t a. See: hwiri.

h w ír yà n. (plural s'hwirya)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

h w 1u id.
lash, sound of whip through air.
b ir � i� i,  b u r � i� i,  � ar ar  fas aw a.

h w íz z id.
high-pitched sound of fast-moving 
object in the air, fast movement in 
the air, whizing sound. b u h u g ar i.
See: hwiiu.

h w ú u n à a mn à n.
kind of herb. g any e ir in na 
mag ani,  miy a.

m 'h yá n.
expansion, progress, growth.
au k i.

h yá 1 vi. (past heka)
trip, fall on to or into. fa� i.

d'hyá n.
fall. fa� u w a.

h yà 2 v. (past hyàaká)
withdraw statement, deny, 
rescind, nullify. jany e mag ana,  
mu s u . � U  hy aaka, az  u t a z e  t an 
d a. She denied it, [saying] that she did 
not say so.

h yà a  d óok à n.
genet cat, a wild cat with black 
spots covering its brown body.
k u l en daji. See: làngò (general 
name).

h yá a b à b b à n. (plural s'hyaababba)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

h yá a g �n g � [hja���������] n. (plural 
hyáag.ng/n.)
Red-headed Weaver, a scarlet 
and black bird. dal a. Malimbus 
rubricollis. Variant: hyarg�ng�
(Ribah).

m 'h yá a k á n.
butter. man s h anu ,  b u g ag g e.

h yá a k à v. (past hyaakka)
deride, mock at. y i w a b a' a,  g o r i.

c'h yà a k s à n.
imitation of sb else, scoffing 
imitation, impression. k w aik w ay a.

h yà a r è n. (plural hyaarene)
companion, friend, peer. g amk a.
Variant: hyaaro.

h ya a r o = hyaare.
h yà a r ù g ù n. (plural hyàarùgnù)

Grey-headed Sparrow. !ant a,  
g w ar a. Passer griseus.

h yà g à l n.
grit, coarse small hard stone or 
sand felt when chewing. g ar in 
du t s e.

hyàg%rhyàgrò n.
grittiness. y aw an jin g ar in y as h i.

h yà k n ò n. (plural s'hyakno)
sheath. k u de. Variant: fyakno.

h yà l id.
glitter, shine brightly with a flash.
� y al l i. See: wal.

h yà l k á vt. (past hyalkka, active noun 
u'hyalko)
1) peel skin from fruit or 
vegetable. w ade,  t u !e.
2) slice up (e.g. sticks, wood, 
skins, hides). g ididdb a.

h yá l l à v. (active noun c'hyalla)
peel off the epidermis. g y ar an 
fat a w ani ir i,  daw ay e.
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h yà l l à a v.
loincloth left hanging, untidily not 
tucked in. � azami,  s ak o - s ak o .

h yá mk á l á n. (plural hyamkalna)
age group in g'lm'. t s ar a a 
g o l mo .

h yá n n.
oil palm tree. k w ak w a.

d'h yà n adj.
other, another. w ani,  dab an.

m 'h yà n à n.
'the thing' - a euphemism used to 
refer to sth you do not wish to say.
amal i.

h yà n h yá n  r ì s ì n. (plural hyanhyan 
risni)
kind of rodent (mouse or rat).
w ani ir in !er a. Variant: kwint�d 
z''re.

h yà p á v. (past hyapka)
1) hack, hoe deeply. s as s ar a,  
k aft a.
2) dig, dip into with hand. t s o ma 
h annu .

h ya r g & n g & = hyaag�ng�.
h yà r h yà r à ad.

glisten - ray of soft light that 
comes and goes. w al � iy a-
w al � iy a.

h yá s = yas.
h yá s k è v.

misbehave, behave rebelliously.
g ag ar a,  b u w ay a.

h yà tá n k à [hja�ta��ka�] v.
slash. � a� ar a.

h y�u id.
noise of hoe plunging into soil, or 
knife into body. k afe.

h yà w à l = hy�u.
h y� n. (plural s'hy�)

kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.
v 'h y� n. (plural s'hy�)

wrestling move - a type of 
shoulder throw. dab ar an k o k aw a.

d'h y +b ù 1 n.
farming inheritance, often given 
before death by father to start a 
child off in life. ir i. Variant: 
d'h$�bù.

d'h y +b ù 2 n. (plural c'hy��bu)
colander - a pot or calabash 
pierced with small holes for 
percolating ash-water. ma� ig in 
t o k a.

ù'hy$�bù n.
soil containing potash. � as a mai 
k anw a.

h y�+k  vi. (past hy��kk�, active noun 
u'hy��ku)
get better; recover; regain 
strength after illness. mu r mu je.

h y�+k s k  v.
emphasize, repeat for emphasis.
nanat a,  k w ak k w afa.

h y�+l  v. (past hy$�lk%)
top-up, fill up. jel a,  y afa,  g y ar an.
� Va n# # m hw # d i  d a, hy ��l�, bat  ma 
t �. You have not given me much; give 
me a little extra so that I will go.

h y +mn ù n.
energy. s au r a. � U  kus t ku b� 
hy ��mnu, av nap  az  i  mank d a. She 
still has some strength left; don't 
imagine she is old.

h y�+mù n. (plural s'hy��mu)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

h y�+mú -h y�+mú adv.
walking slowly, slinking. s o mai 
s o mai,  s o � ai- s o � ai.
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c'h y�mr í n.
title in golmo, d'biti. s h aida 
mu l k in ab u . � El nan ka g �mc  �n 
g �lm� az  i  c 'hy �mr i . Some people in 
golmo are given this title.

s 'h y�n g �r n � [s’hj�������n��] adv.
balancing load on head without 
holding it. � ig ir g ir e. Variant: 
s'hyongorno.

h y�n h y�n � adv.
obliquely, transparently. g ani 
w ani ir i.

h y�n s ú (plural hy�nsnu) = 
hyunhyun.

v 'h y�n s ù n. (plural s'hy�nsu)
vein of leaf of dum-palm, locust 
bean or corn, or of feather. � ar de.

h yó1 v. (past hyoko)
enter (usually well or river). s h ig a.

h yò 2 n. (plural s'hyo)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

h yò d h yò d ò adv.
eagerly. s h ir y e,  mai � o s aw a,  
� o k ant a. � M lak hy od hy od  �n 
val�m r ovo. I was waiting for your 
arrival eagerly.

h yód ò n. (plural s'hyódò)
marsh grass; a kind of grass used 
for making brooms. t s int s iy ar  
fadama. Variant: gw/�pí.

h yò g  d s à v. (past hyog�dska)
balance. dandant a. Variant: 
tog�dsa.

ì'h yók ò v.
subside, settle, become quiet after 
being violent. l afa.

h yò ms ó n. (plural hyomsno; 
hyòmsónò)
hippopotamus. do r ina. Variant: 
hyoms6, hyomsné.

h yón 1 n. (plural hyónnò)
winged termite. s h ing e.
Reticulitermes hesperus. � Hy onn e l 
�n k'd an. There are flying termites in 
the ant hill.

h yò n 2 n. (plural s'hyon)
rubber vine, a twining plant or 
creeper. c iw o . Landolphia 
owariensis; Saba florida.

d'h yón 1 n. (plural c'hyón)
smoke. h ay a� i.

m'hyón n.
controlled smoke. h ay a� i w ani 
ir i.

d'h yò n 2 n. (plural c'hyon)
1) special stone used by a 
blacksmith. w ani ir in du t s in 
ma� er i.
2) a kind of fruit. w as u  ir in 
' y a' y an it ac e.

h yò n g ó [hjo���o�] v.
peep. l e� a.

s 'h yon g or n o = s'hy�ng�rn�.
h yò n g r é [hjo����e�] adv.

upright. t s ab .
m 'h yón g r ó [��mhjo����o�] n.

brain-matter. !ar g o n k ai h a!o .
m 'h yóok ò v.

disagree, deny, disown, refuse to 
accept sth that has been said. y i 
mu s u n.

h yò om�d h w é n adv.
at sunset. fa� u w ar  r ana.

h yò or ò adv.
involving oneself in trouble 
through ill-considered acts or 
words. fit ar  � afa.

ì'h yò r k ò n. (plural m'hyorko)
trap for catching fish. h a� o n 
k amu n k ifi. � El nan s i p  g # nn#  
ni 'hy or ko. Fish are trapped and caught 
with this fish trap.
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m 'h y# n.
resemblance. k ama.

ì'h y$b ó n. (plural m'hy'bo)
adze - a tool 
similar to an 
axe used for 
cutting away 
the surface of 
wood. g izag o .

h y#k id.
with a large 
stomach like a 
woman about 
to give birth.
r u nk w i.

h y$k ó n.
sesame or 
benniseed in 
general, whether white, red, 
brown etc. no me,  r i� i. Sesamum 
spp.

hy&k$n-bínyá n.
sesame/benniseed and rice. r i� i 
da s h ink afa.

hy&k-z/�g%mz/�n. n.
sesame, benniseed used in 
offerings to the gods. r i� i.

h y#,g �mh y# n. (plural 
hy''g�mhy''n')
kind of insect. w ani ir in � w ar o .

d'h yú n. (plural c'hyu)
hip. ag u � i,  ing w al l o ,  
k w at ang w al o .

h yu b r i = hyubu.
h yu b r u = hyubu.
h yù b ù n.

wives, co-wives. k is h iy a. Variant: 
hyubri; hyubru.

d'hyùbù n.
envy, jealousy. h as ada,  k is h i. �
N e t av d 'hy ubu z au kas i  d a. A jealous 
woman is not good.

ì'h yù k cù n.
sieve for dry goods. mar ar ak i,  
mar eg i,  mar ag a� i.

h yù k d ù v. (past hyuk�dku)
slash, slit. � a� ar a,  g ig ar a.

m 'h yù k ú n.
epithet. s iffa,  k ama.

h yù m  k ' b è b ò n.
guinea-flour from where a woman 
was born given to her when she 
marries. g ar in al ' ada w u r in k ai 
y ar iny a au r e.

h yù mú k ù v.
moisten, become damp. dans h i.

m 'h yù n n.
coarsely ground flour. g ar i.

v 'h yù n d ù n. (plural s'hyundu)
1) weal - swelling on skin of 
human or animal caused by 
flogging. b ir � i (al amar  s h an 
b u l al a). � G�t  baa nu'vos im me  
e mk� v'hy und u. Look at the weal I got 
from my flogging.
2) nick, scratch mark on arrow or 
tool. g w afi. Variant: v'pana.

h yu n h yu n n. (plural hyùnhyúnù)
iguana, or possibly a monitor 
lizard. t s ar i,  g u za. Variant: 
hy�nsu.

h yú n k h yú n k ù [hju��khju��ku�] ad.
wan-looking or grey. t o k a- t o k a,  
k o dew a.

h yú r ù 1 n. (plural s'hyuru)
chewstick tree. mar k e. Anogeissus 
leiocarpus.
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h yù r ù 2 n. (plural s'hyuru)
stick for stirring mush. mu c c iy a.

k'h yù r ù n. (plural c'hyuru)
upper bone of fore-leg of cattle.
g ajer an � as h i,  du mt s i,  
damb u b u .

h yú s id.
snap (e.g. a rope). � ir e. Variant: 
kut; kat; k�t.

d'h yú u n. (plural c'hyuu)
hip-joint. k u t o l o .

I  -  i

i'- [��]
Class-marking prefix for an 
inanimate singular noun in the I
class. These are often very small 
and often related to nouns in the 
D class. Plurals of I class nouns 
use the m' class-marker. The 
class-marker i' should not be 
confused with the pronoun i which 
is written without an apostrophe 
and replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word i'jo (sieve) is found 
between the words jijjijji and 
jogo, and the word i'reke (small) 
is found between the words regsa
and u'reko.

í1 v.
it is.

ì 2 pro.
it, pronoun referring to a noun in 
the i' class, or vague/general 
meaning. y a,  t a,  s h i,  it a.

ì'- cm.
class marker. aji,  � u ng iy a.

ì b � v. (past íbk%)
remove, fetch, draw. � eb a,  ib a.

m'ìb% n.
catch fish by making a pond in the 
shallows and scooping out the 
water until the fish become visible.
� w ar fac e,  k w al h en k amu n k ifi.

ì g m v. (active noun s'igm�)
talk, speech. mag ana,  h u r u c i,  y i 
mag ana. Variant: igmu.

ì g mù n. (plural s'igmu) = igm�.
ì l  tk � v.

subsided. jany e,  k w ant a.
íl k � v.

despise, see with dismay, be 
disgusted by. r aina.

íl l � num.
2 (two). b iy u .

a'il� adv.
twice. s au  b iy u .

ì l l  mmá l á k á n. (plural 
c'ill�mmalaka)
kind of thorny grass. w ani ir in 
h ak i mai � ay a. Variant: 
pill�mmalaka.

ì l l �ms  v. (past ill�msk�)
repeat memorably. k au l i.

ì l l �n k �n n � [��ll���k��nn��] n. (plural 
s'ill�nk�nn�)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

ì l l  vk � n.
a long time (since). an k w an b iy u  
y a da� e.

ì l $vé v.
pass wind. t u s a.

1m pro.
they are. s u .

ín pro.
it, used of inanimate objects. s h i.

ì n á a k à excl.
hush! horrid, exciting feeling of 
helpless fear, or petrified with fear 
or surprise. ar w a,  b ac i.
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ì n  vw á g à d è n. (plural 
in�vwagadne)
kind of poisonous snake. w ani 
ir in mac iji.

d'ì n b ù n.
paternal (people of the father's 
side). na s h iy y an u b a.

ín ín adv.
only (that), just. � adai.

ín jì n.
engine. inji. From: Hausa, from 
English.

ì n ù n. (plural c'inunu)
mother. u w a.

d'íp cù n. (plural c'ipcu)
sound of footsteps. mo t s in 
t ak aw ar  � afa.

íp � pro.
where. ina ne.

ì p k  v. (past ipkk�, active noun s'ipku)
ask (for), make enquiries.
t amb ay a.

ì p k ù v. (past ìpkk3)
question (sb). t amb ay a.

ìpkú n.
? (a question mark), the symbol 
used to mark a sentence as a 
question. t amb ay o .

c'ì r ì n.
abandoned site; old village 
settlement that has been 
abandoned. k u fai.

ì s  g ór b à n.
sorghum species. w at a ir in daw a.

c'ì s  n.
1) tears. h aw ay e.
2) large eyes.

d'ì s  n.
eye. ido . Variant: dis�, c'dis�.

à'ì s  n.
outside (a house), away. w aje,  
b ay a.

còpú nà'ìs$
abroad. a � as as h en w aje.

ì s  d ' n ù n á n.
ankle. ido n � afa.

ì s g �& v� n. (plural s'isg��v�)
a kind of grass. mak w anc in 
zo mo .

ítà n v.
it is so. h ak ane.

ítk � v.
meet. s adu . Variant: itk�, gadka; 
itku, gadko; itu, gado.

ítk ù v.
meet. c ima,  s adu .

íy� excl.
what or which. menene,  w anne,  
w ac c e,  w a� anne.

íy$r é adj.
uncooked, raw. � any e.

J   -  j

já 1 adv.
up high, on high. b is a.

jà 2 v. (past jaaka)
sift out. r air ay e.

jà a ù adv.
in a dense mass. da!a!a.

jà b g s á v. (past jabgska, active noun 
u'jabsa)
pick up sth heavy with all your 
might. dadda� aw a.

m 'jà d à n.
rudeness, unruly behaviour. mai 
t s iw a mar a l adab i. Variant: 
m'jata.

jà d à d à adv.
profusely, in abundance. t s ir a.
Variant: j�d�d�; j'd'd'; jududu.

jà d k á v.
jump. � et ar e.

jà d k à l adv.
stiffly. g andag au r a. Variant: 
j'dk'l.
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jà g à p ad.
lumpy, jumbled up. mar a l au s h i.
Variant: jagrap.

jà g jà g à adv.
loose. s ak o - s ak o . Variant: 
j'gj'g'.

c'já g r á n.
leftovers of honeycomb. s a� ar  
zu ma.

já g r à v. (past jag�rka, active noun 
u'jagro)
pick up in pieces, rake, sweep or 
brush away dirt. s h ar a.

ja g r a p = jagap.
jà g tà l adj.

bony, having large or prominent 
bones. r ame. Variant: j'gt'l.

jà jè n.
snare - piece of string tied across 
the skin of a drum. zag a.

jà k á n n à v. (past jàkánkà)
snap; sudden bite of a dog. c iza.

jà k k  mt d n � n.
a kind of mushroom. b u r ar  jak i.

já k r à v. (past jak�rka)
walk carefully (e.g. because of 
mud). t ak a s ans an. Variant: j�kr�, 
j�kerke.

jà k r è e adv.
squatting. t s u g u na.

jà k tà l adv.
upright - like grass not properly 
weeded, after it rains. h ak i y a 
t as h i. Variant: j�kt�l; j�kt�l; 
j'kt'l; juktul.

jà l jà l à ad.
showing happiness as one walks 
along (esp. pleasure at sb's 
arrival).

jà n d à l adj.
awkward, not level. t s ay e.

já n g já n g ó [d#a���d#a���o�] adj.
thin, and wider at the top than at 
the bottom. t amil o ,  � y amo ,  
� y amu r i.

já n g ò [d#a���o�] n.
g'lm' song leader. zab ay i.

já n k á [d#a�ka�] n. (plural jankna)
donkey. jak i.

jánk$v d'kàdè [d#a�k��v d’ka�de�] n.
zebra (lit. bush donkey). jak in 
daji mai jik i da zane.

dòk jánká [do�k ja��ka�] n. (plural 
dòkc jánknà)
The Dragon's Football. w ani ir in 
fu r e. Variant: dòk ,m&.

d'jà n k n à [��d’d#a��kna�] n.
fruit partially eaten by bats. c in je 
mag i.

já n yé n.
friend (woman). ab u y a. Variant: 
janyo.

ja n yo = janye.
m 'ja ta = m'jada.
j b j b ì n.

kind of vegetable soup. w at a ir in 
miy ar  g any e.

j+k t+l = j�kt�l.
j�m v.

sit firmly or well-balanced. � o s .
j u n. (plural s'j�u)

fragrant kind of herb, like basil.
� a� � o y a,  � a� � o y ar  k ar e. Ocimum 
basilicum; Hyptis spicigera; Leucas 
martinicensis. Variant: z�u; soodo
(Senchi).

jè g á n. (plural jegana)
jigger insect. jig a. From: Hausa?

j& d & d & = jadada.
j�jj�jj� adv.

profusely. w as u  ir in t s ir e- t s ir e.
Variant: j'j'j'.

j�k id.
profusely (of plants sprouting 
closely together). b azo - b azo ,  
b at s at s a. Variant: j'k; jw�k.

j& k r & v. (past j�kerke) = jakra.
j�k t�l id.

1) (hair) ruffled or on end.
b at s at s a. Variant: j'kt'l; juktul; 
jaktal; j�kt�l.
2) indecently dressed. b u r t s ai.
3) upright - like grass not properly 
weeded, after it rains.
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jì jjì jjì adv.
rumbling sound (of thunder) -
suggesting shaking. c ida,  g ir g iza,  
jijig a.

i'jò n.
basket-style sieve for removing 
sediment from 
liquids such as 
beer. r ar iy a,  
mar ar ak i.

jóg ò n. (plural 
jogno)
alternative 
name for dog.
s u nan k ar e.

jò k jò k ò adj.
perforated; pierced all over. h u ji-
h u ji. Variant: j'kj'k'.

j,d k ,l = jadkal.
j,d ,d , = jadada.
j,g j,g , = jagjaga.
j#g # n.

poorly mixed food in water given 
to dogs, scraps. w ani ir in damu .

j,g t,l = jagtal.
j$g ts # v. (past j'gtsk')

chop up the bone with meat still 
on it. s as s ar a.

j,j,j, = j�jj�jj�.
j,k = j�k.
j#k j#k #1 adv.

jogging manner in which dogs 
walk, not as fast as running.
t afiy ar  k ar e.

j$k j$k $2 = jokjoko.
j,k t,l = j�kt�l.
j$n à j# n. (plural c'j'naj')

kind of vegetable. w ani ir in 
g any e.

j#n #n # adv.
standing or sticking out, not level.
g andar a. Variant: gy'n'n'.

j$, n. (plural j'uno)
kind of insect. w ani ir in � w ar o .

j,,n a j, = gy''nagy'.
ù'j$,ù n.

making of loud noise. s u r u t u .
j$u id.

noise of a festival - drums, 
singing, shouting in good spirits.
k i� imi.

v 'jú n. (plural ju)
finger. y at s a.

ju d u d u = jadada.
jù jjù jjù adv.

with dishevelled hair. fu r c ic i,  
g azar g azar ,  b u r at s ai. Variant: 
juk��.

ju k & & = jujjujju.
jù k jù k ù adj.

greyish. t o k a- t o k a.
ju k tu l = j�kt�l.
jú mb è l à mà n.

kind of elephant grass (in the 
cymbopogon kuprechtii family) 
used for arrow shafts. w ani ir in 
h ak i mai � w ar i da w ar i.
Cymbopogon kuprechtii. Variant: 
gyúmbèlàmà.

jú mù n. (plural jumnu)
fly (housefly). � u da.

ù'jù n jú n n.
feeling of aversion, wanting to 
avoid something. � y ama.

jú u m$l$ n.
kind of bush. w ani ir in it ac iy a.

jw �d �d � adv.
starting to grow in profusion.
b at s at s e.

jw & k = j�k.
jw � k � n.

track of tyre. s aw u .
jyò b ó n. (plural jyobono)

beetle. � w ar o  ir in s u  k y ank y as o .
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K   -  k

k'- [k’]
Class-marking prefix for a singular 
noun in the K class. Nouns in this 
class are inanimate objects or 
plants larger than D class objects. 
Plurals of K class nouns use the 
c' class-marker. The class-marker 
k' should not be confused with the 
pronoun k which is written without 
an apostrophe and replaces a 
noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word k'koro (river) is found 
between the words d'koro and 
kosa, and the word k'�ku (spider) 
is found between the words 
�kskutu and �m.

k a det. (plural an)
someone who ... See: ka d'hi.

v 'k à n.
accusation. k azaf.

k �
then.

k á  c' b à té n. (plural a c'bate)
herdsman, sb who tends flocks for 
pay. mak iy ay i.

k á  c' h ì n � n. (plural a c'hin�)
drummer. mak a� i. See: d'hin�.

k á  d ' g w  +m� See: gw��mi.
k á  n ù ' b ù n. (plural a nu'bu)

master of the house. mai g ida.
k á  n ù ' g $có n. (plural a nu'g'co)

soothsayer. b o k a.
k á a 1 v. (past káakà)

pluck (e.g. fruit or vegetable).
t s ink a,  fig e,  c ir e.

k à a 2 v. (past kàaká, active noun 
c'kàakò)
1) transplant (of plant, cutting), fix, 
root. das a.
2) hammer or nail sth. b u g a � u s a,  
k afa.

k à a 3 n. (plural kaana)
tapeworm. t s il a.

k à a  d ' h í v. (past kaak�-d'hi)
move faster, hurry up. k ar a aniy a 
g u zami.

k á a b ò od ó n.
water lettuce. k ainu w a. Pistia 
stratiotes.

k'k á a fó n. (plural c'kaafo)
1) embroidered numnah (padded 
saddle-cloth). k ah u .
2) honeycomb without honey.

k à a g á v.
1) reprove, reprimand, rebuke, 
caution. k w a!a,  t s aw at a,  
fadak ar .
2) clean round the dirtiest 
container. y as h e.

k à a k á v.
put lips deep into water to drink it.
do !a,  g w a!a.

k à a k é n. (plural kaakene)
kind of snake. w ani ir in mac iji.

k à a k ítú v. (past kaakkitu)
take note of, pay attention to. mai 
da h ank al i.

k á a l á n. (plural s'kaala)
small drum, a little 
larger than a fist, 
beaten to accompany 
the talking drum.
k u nt u k u r u . See: 
d'kadga; d'kukdu.

k à a mc' n à p ó v.
mark sth with a sign to make it
more easily identifiable. h al amt a.

k à a ms  cè r è adv.
stuck in mud. k afe. See: s'cere.



kaams a kag a

97 

k à a ms à v. (past kaamska)
keep under control. � ay y ade,  
s ar r afa.

k á a n à conj.
so. k ana. From: Hausa.

k à a r  b  mb  n. (plural kaar 
b�mb�n�)
turtle. k iffiy a. See: kaaro.

ù'k à a r è n. (plural c'kaare)
horn. � ah o .

v 'k à a r è n. (plural s'kaare)
tentacle. do h u l o .

k à a r ò n. (plural kaarno)
tortoise. k u nk u r u . See: 
kaar-b�mb�.

k à a s w á n. (plural s'kaaswa)
market. k as u w a. From: Hausa?

k à a tá vt. (past kaatka)
choke up, pack full. s h a� e.

ù'k à a tá n. (plural c'kaata)
shoe. t ak al ma.

k à a yá l à n. (plural kàayálnà)
Fiscal Shrike. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .
Lanius collaris.

k à b à v.
1) receive, collect, get. k ar !a,  
ams a.
2) contain. � u ns a.
3) employ. � au  w . aik i.

k á b á t id.
sound of flapping. w ani ir in 
mo t s i.

k à b è k á b é n è n.
alternation - taking it in turns to do 
sth. may ay y a.

v 'k à b ó n. (plural s'kabo)
side, rib. g efe,  h ak ar k ar i.

k'k á b $,d n.
cupboard. From: English.

k à b v n n.
area, part of an area. k a!i.

k à cb á v. (past kac�bka)
take position, prepare for action.
s h ir y a.

k à cè  k à cè v.
struggle (physical). y amu t s i w ani 
ir i.

k á ck à l à n. (plural kackalna)
black-bellied bustard, a large 
heron-sized bird living in busy 
areas. t u je. Lissotis melanogaster 
melanogaster.

k á d à v.
don't (do not), not. k ada. From: 
Hausa.

k á d á d á id.
dried out and hard. b u s h ew a 
k w ar ai. Variant: kadal.

k a d a l = kadada.
k á d á p  k á d á p id.

sound of throwing seeds or 
pebbles when playing traditional 
chess. s h ak as h ak a.

d'k à d è n. (plural c'kade)
bush, jungle, wilderness or remote 
countryside. daji,  h u r u mi.

ù'k à d è n.
toilet. b ay an g ar i.

k à d è d è id.
brushing against, sliding, 
slithering. jan jik i.

d'k á d g á n.
small (helper) drum. k u r k u t u . See: 
d'kukdu; kaala.

k à d k à d à = k'dk'd'.
k à g á 1 v.

bend. du � a,  s u nk u y a.
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k à g à 2 n. (plural c'kaga)
iron 'black stones'.

d'kàgà n.
solid, structure, frame, iron-stone.
t s aik o ,  jik in mu t u m.

ù'kàgà n.
iron ore. b a� in b ir ji,  t ama.

k à g à g à id.
stiffness of sth, sound heard when 
walking through dried grass or 
wood. � ab ab ab a,  � anjau  k anjau .
Variant: kugugu.

k á g á g �u id.
crunching, crackling sound, as 
when chewing a bone.

k á g á g �u n o n.
(crunchy) mushroom, usu. 
growing out from the rotten stump 
of a tree. b u r ar  jak i. Variant: 
kakagauno.

k à g à g g à adv.
in an agitated, preoccupied or 
worried manner. t ak a zo  t o r i.

k à g à t [ka��a�t; ka��a�t; ka��a�t] id.
1) slam! the sudden sound of 
opening a door shutter (tone 
variations mean- near, far, 
emphatic near). � ar ar  fas aw a.
2) resonance made by something 
being scraped hard. w ani ir in 
mo t s i. See: k'g't.

k à g à u  k à g à u adv.
with a crunch; noise of food being 
crunched. r imis - r imis .

k à g �d s á v. (past kag�dska)
toast or grill meat. k aw ac e,  � afe,  
� au r ar a.

d'k à g cò n.
state, form, impression, general 
appearance (of a person). s iffa,  
k ama.

k à g d á v. (past kag�dka)
bend over, stand in a bent way, 
stoop. t s ay e.

k a g d a p = kugdup.
k à g l � v. (past kag�lka)

become lodged in or on. ma� al e,  
� ag e,  � al e. Variant: s�nkl�, 
s�nk�lk�.

c'k á g ó n.
catch, a children's game, throwing 
a stone in the air and catching it 
before it touches the ground.
c a!e.

k á g r á p  k á g r á p id.
gallop, clatter-clatter, the steps of 
a horse running. g ang ar a- g ang ar .

ì'k à h è n. (plural m'kahe)
shelter wall, a low wall built in 
kitchen (cooking place) to prevent 
wind blowing on the fire of the 
oven. w ani ir in g ini,  w u r in 
s anw a.

k à h ú r é n.
severe punishment, serious 
trouble. mai t s anani.

ù'k á i adv.
early. da w u r i.

�uk�iné adv.
early. da w u r i.

k á k 1 = k'k.
k á k 2 id.

being slow, awkward, dallying a 
long time when sent, ignoring a 
call or request. mank as .

k à k 3 id.
reach the end, finished, stopped.
k ai iy ak a.

d'k à k á n. (plural c'kaka)
pancake, flat cake made of beans.
g ab da,  � an g au da,  mas ar  du t s i,  
b ena,  � ar mo . � El t �m r y a c 'kak 
hw # d i . I eat plenty of pancakes.

k a k a g a u n o = kagagauno.
k à k à k à id.

clattering, (the sound of a) 
sudden, involuntary, jerky 
movement. w ani ir in mo t s i.
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k à k à k í n.
long horn blown in honour of Emir.
k ak ak i.
From: Hausa.

k a k +d  c' s en = 
kak�d 
c'swen.

k à k  d  c' s w è n n. (plural kak c'swen)
(bee)hive.
amy a,  
s ank a.
Variant: 
kak�d c'sen.

k à k b à a id.
motionless, 
still, 
inflexible.
� ab ab a. Variant: kakbal; kakbo.

k a k b a l = kakbaa.
k a k b o = kakbaa.
v 'k à k cò n. (plural s'kakco)

rafter, truss, roof-supporting 
framework. t ank a,  g u r u ma.

k'k á k d à n. (plural c'kakda)
frond of Deleb palm; mat. k ab a.

k á k k à v.
be stunted. t s u mb u r e.

k à k k à r n à n.
fowl louse, kind of red kind of 
chicken flea. fit i- fit i,  g u r du mu .

k à k k  d mú u s ù n.
head stand, standing on one's 
head. g o r i.

k à k l à n.
kind of insect. w ani ir in � w ar o .

m 'k á k ó n. 
drought and dehydration of fruit 
caused by an early end to rainy 
season. � an� amo .

d'k à k r á n. (plural c'kakra)
kind of fruit. w ani ir in ' y a' y an 
it ac e.

k à k r à -k à k r à id.
sound of heavy drops of rain on 
zinc roof or leaves. mo t s in � ig an 
r u w an s ama.

k á k s à n.
force in even where the place is 
already full, stuff in, over-pack.
t il as t a,  fir mit s a.

k à k s à l id.
stiff. s ag e.

k à k té id.
crowded, confused, disorderly.
h ar mu t s i,  fir mit s i. Variant: 
kaktka.

k à k tík à k ò excl.
a word used as a swear-word, or 
expression of sth being 
impossible. k al ma c e t a nu na 
mammak i.

k a k tk a = kakte.
k á l à n.

colour. l au ni,  r u w a,  k al a. From: 
English.

d'k á l à n.
completely, entirely. fafar at an.

yàa d'kálà v.
eat once and for all, eat finally. c i 
b a k ar i.

c'k à l à n.
rest. b ada g ajiy a.

k a l a s a = kalka.
k a l a s k a = kalka.
k á l  ms è = kar�mse.
k à l fá n. (plural kalfna)

kind of mouse or rodent. w ani ir in 
k u s u .

k à l fà a id.
floating in the air, swaying along.
g a� au - g a� au . Prdm: kalfa kalfa.
Variant: k%lfàa (Ribah).

k a l fa -k a l fa = kalfaa.
k á l k à adj.

too small, undersized. y ak as a,  
t s u du ,  k as a,  k adan. Variant: 
kalasa; kalaska.

kàlkàlà id.
it's undersized. � an� anc e.
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k á l k á l á 1 id.
swept or washed clean, pure 
[white], spotless. k al k al u . From: 
Hausa.

k á l k á l á 2 ad.
twirl, turn round and round 
quickly.

k à l k é n. (plural kalkne)
poor person (or sb temporarily out 
of money). � anant a.

k à l má n. (plural kal�mna)
Yellow-fronted Canary, small bird 
usu. kept in a cage. k anar i. Serilus 
mozambicus.

k à l w à n.
kind of tuberous grass like onion, 
but smaller, used in times past for 
making fura sweet like sugar.
w as u  ir in t s ir e- t s ir e.

k à m id.
erect, standing securely, stable.
t s ap. Variant: k�m.

k á mà 1 vt.
start, continue. k ama. From: 
Hausa.

k à mà 2 excl.
shut up, stop talking. manna,  
l ik a.

d'k á má n té n.
namesake, sb bearing the same 
name. t ak w ar a.

k a mb ir i = m'kat�mbiri.
k à mé s k è v.

dry and become stiff. � ame. See: 
h''ske. Variant: kamske.

k à m� n � n.
kind of insect. w ani ir in � w ar o .

k à mg s á v. (past kàmgsk�)
bring together, collect together.
h a� a. See: amga.

k à mn à n. (plural man�nna)
nanny, child-minder. mai r aino .

d'kàmnà n.
nursing, caring for child. r aino .

k á mp á l id.
swinging or flying the way a 
broken or deformed leg does. jefa 
� afa mai r au ni.

d'k à mp à r é eg è n. (plural 
c'kampareege)
chains, shackles, stocks with a 
bar. g ig ar .

k á mp �l á n. (plural c'kamp�la)
fresh pods of locust bean tree.
g ar da,  h u da. Parkia biglobosa.

k'kámp%lá
collarbone; area around the 
shoulder. � as h in w u y a.

k á mtà v.
grip, catch hold. dan� a,  r i� e 
k ank an.

ù'k á n n. 
bridge. g ada.

k á n 1 n.
shriek, scream. k u r u r u w a.
Variant: kana2.

k á n 2 pro.
one.

d'k à n n. (plural c'kan)
tethering post, stake. t u r k e,  jig o .

k á n  k ómá [ka��ko�ma�] n. (plural án 
kómá)
next-door neighbour. mak w ab c i.

k á n  k ón à [ka��ko�na�] n. (plural án 
kona)
beggar, supplicant. mar o � i.

k á n  p à a tè n.
itinerant trader carrying his own 
load. jag al e.

k á n  tw è r é n. (plural a s'twere)
a golmo person who wears a loin 
cloth with a tail. mai w u t s iy a.

k a n a 1 = kan.
k à n à 2 vn.

clearing virgin land for sowing.
s h ema,  s h eme,  s ar a,  c ir b e.

k á n á n á id.
1) sharp taste of salt in food. mai 
g is h ir i.
2) how hot the sun is. zafi,  g u mi.

k à n d à conj.
before. k amin.
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v 'k à n d á mà n. (plural s'kandama)
thatching needle. b ida.

k á n d ì m� n. (plural ándimn�)
junior. � ar ami.

k á n g á 1 [ka���a�] n.
crab, or crab hole. r amin � ag u w a.

kángá àvà [ka���a� a�va�] n. (plural 
kanga avna)
kind of crab. w at a ir in � ag u w a.

k à n g �2 [ka�n�a!] vi.
cry. y i k u k a.

k á n g á r è [ka���a��e�] n. (plural 
kangarne)
bed bug. � w ar o n g ado . Cimicidae.

k á n g á s [ka���a�s] id.
plod, one step taken by a person 
with a sore leg. deng es h i. Variant: 
kenges.

k'k á n g ó [k’ka�n�o�] n. (plural c'kango)
hind leg of a grasshopper.
� al l emu .

k á n g $,d $ [ka������d��] n.
too late, already happened. k u w a 
b ay an y ak i.

k á n g r á m [ka����a�m] id.
1) dried hard. dak af,  b u s h e s o s ai.
2) sound made by sth metal falling 
on hard ground.
3) (less commonly) gaunt. s ir ir i.
Variant: k�ngr�m.

k á n g yú mù [ka���ju�mu�] n. (plural 
s'kangyumu)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

k à n í h w é n n. (plural kani hwenne)
cicada. w ani ir in � w ar o .

k á n k  �n  s à p à [ka��k��nsa�pa�] n. (plural 
kanc �s sapa)
forked upright beam for 
supporting a weak roof. w ac il a,  
jijjig e.

k á n k à [ka�nka�] v.
shriek, cry out with a loud, high-
pitched voice. k u w at a.

k à n k s á [ka��ksa�] v. (past kankska)
shout to/at sb or sth. k au s as a,  
t s aw at a.

s'kànksà [s’ka��ksa�] n. (plural 
u'kanksa)
exclamation mark, ! k al mar  
mo t s in r ai.

k á n s k è v.
warn, cry out, speak out to say 
what one thinks will result in the 
future. k u k a.

k á n tá s  g w ì r í n. (plural kantas 
gwirini)
a smelly insect-like creature about 
the size of a grasshopper. w ani 
ir in � w ar o .

k á n w á n.
potash for animal food. k anw a.
From: Hausa.

k á p id.
1) very tight, firmly together.
k ank an,  k ama s o s ai.
2)
— adv.
totally. s ar ai,  s o s ai.

k á p  r s k è v.
brush off, flap away sth from 
oneself, struggle. k a� u w a w ani 
ir i,  g u mzay y a.

k à p è n. (plural kapene)
soldier termite. many an g ar a.

k à p k à p à id.
shivering, shaking, flapping 
(wings). mak y ar k y at a,  !ar i.

ù'k à p ó n. (plural c'kapo)
1) wing. fiffik e.
2) shoulder. k afa� a.

k à p r è -k à p r è id.
physical struggle, fight. y i 
k o k aw a. Variant: k�pre-k�pre.

d'k á p s á n.
small piece of cloth or calabash.
k al k afi.

ì'kápsá n.
tiny piece, small garment. !ing il i.

k à p tá v. (past kaptka, active noun 
s'kapta)
beckon, wave. y afat a.

k á p tì n n.
captain. k y aft in. From: English.
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k á r á m-k á r á m id.
small rattling bell or sound made 
by this, worn by dancer. c ak an 
s ami g w ar ar am,  k y an- k y an-
k y an. See: k/r/mk/r/m. Variant: 
kararam-kararam.

k á r á n tá v.
read, study. k ar ant a. From: Hausa.

k a r a p = kurup.
k a r a r a m-k a r a r a m = 

karam-karam.
k á r á t id.

whoosh! the sound of a speedy 
arrow shooting through bushes.
Variant: parat.

k à r �mb à a n e n.
meddlesomeness, interference.
k ar amb ani. From: Hausa.

m 'k à r  mp ómà n.
night blindness. dindimi.

k á r  ms è v.
out-smart. fa� a in fa� i w ani ir i.
Variant: kal�mse.

c'k à r b à vn.
going to and fro, roaming, 
trampling around. k ai da k aw o w a.

ù'k á r è n.
desire, eagerness to see sth, 
strong longing, missing sb.
mar mar i,  i' ir ic i,  fifir niy a.

yàam nù'kárè v.
long to see somebody, be eaten 
up with longing. h as o .

d'k à r g à n.
meeting, congregation, gathering.
t ar u w a,  g amk o ,  h a� u w a. Variant: 
d'wera.

k à r g s á v. (past kargska)
collect, gather, meet. t ar a.

k á r k á r á 1 ad.
clear, translucent. � ar ar i,  k al a-
k al a. Variant: k�rk�r�.

k à r k à r à 2 adj.
clear (of water or oil). � ar ar i.

k'k a r o = k'budu.
k á r ú yà a k á v.

long for, desire. k ew a,  b eg ant a.
k à s á vi. (past kaska)

cut, break, untie. t s ink e.
d'k á s è n. (plural c'kase)

paw; dog, goat or sheep's leg 
from the nails and hooves to the 
joint. dag i,  � afa.

í'k à s í n.
fine, nice, agreeable, good.
da� � ada.

c'k á s ú w á n cì n.
business. c inik i,  k as u w anc i.
From: Hausa.

k á t id.
sound of snapping dried wood, 
suddenly cutting off twine. � ar ar  
fas aw a. See: k�t; kut.

d'k a ta 1 = d'gw�n2.
k à tà v. (past katka)

gather round, push more wood 
into the centre of a fire. iza,  
t ar am.

v 'k à tà n. (plural s'kata)
wrestling move - trip. dab ar an 
k o k aw a.

d'k à tà 2 n.
meddlesome, busybody.
k ar amb ani.

c'kàtà n.
1) mischief making, idle gossip.
g ame- g ame,  h adida.
2) false charge. k ar fa.

k á tá n à n.
kind of mushroom. b u r ar  jak i.

k à tà p id.
pitter-patter, clip-clop, sound of 
animal walking.
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d'k à tá w à n.
rat trap made 
out of string 
and wood.
al minjir ,  
!u r ma.

m 'k à t�mb ír ì n.
face cosmetic
made from 
fruit and leaf 
sap.
k at amb ir i.
Variant: 
m'kambiri.

k à tè s é v. (past 
kateske)
start early.
s o ma t u n da w u r i. Variant: 
gàdèsé; àtèsé.

k'k �t� n. (plural c'k�t.)
card. k at i. From: English?

k à tn à n.
bad growth of teeth, e.g. two on 
top of each other (from the same 
root).

d'k à ttá w à n. (plural c'kattawa)
snare, trap for rats or other 
rodents. k at aw a,  !u r ma.

k á u 1 id.
1) completely dried up. r u mu s ,  
da� au .
2) healthy, in perfect health.
k al au ,  b ar as .

kàu kàu id.
crunchingly, the sound made 
when crushing something dry.
g ar as - g ar as ,  k am.

d'k �u n.
kindness, good behaviour. k ir k i.

k �u excl.
hey! k ai!,  k e! From: Hausa.

k �u 2 id.
snap, break (sound). r as . See: kat, 
k�t, kut, hyus.

k á vá vá id.
sound of bubbling oil when frying 
something. � u nar  mai w ani ir i.

k á yá n. (plural c'kaya)
stuff. k ay a,  ab u b u w a,  t ar k ac e.
From: Hausa.

k á z á p id.
sound, in good health, fine. k al au .

k  excl.
"ah!", "fancy that!"; an expression 
of surprise. nu na mammak i.

k �+k �n s ì v. (past k��k�nski)
separate, divide. r ab a,  dab am,  
b amb ant a.

m'k%�k%nsí n.
division, separation. h al in 
r ab u w a,  nu na s o n zu c iy a.

m'k%�kn% n.
selfishness. nu na s o n zu c iy a.
Variant: m'k��kni.

k  +l cù v.
idling about, wandering with no 
direction (aimlessly). g ar ar amb a.

k  +p  1 v. (past k��pk�, active noun 
u'k��pu)
stand with one or more people to 
one side to discuss a matter 
privately. k e!ew a do n g anaw a.

k  +p �2 v. (past k�pk�)
isolate. k a� ait a.

k  +s  v. (past k��sk�, active noun 
u'k��s�)
separate. r ab a.

k  +t  k  +t id.
staggering. r u nk w i- r u nk w i.

d'k �b � n. (plural c'k�b�)
thatched porch, the entrance to 
the compound. zau r e.
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ù'k �b � n.
gathering place in the bush where 
hunters keep their belongings.
mag ama.

k �b k  d ' k à r g à n.
conference, meeting hall. zau r en 
t ar o . See: d'karga.

k  b l  v. (past k�b�lk�, active noun 
u'k�blu)
plough - usu. to plant cassava.
k aft a.

c'k �b l ù n.
loose earth dug out from the 
ground. k aft u .

k  b r í adj.
thick. k ak k ab r a.

k  cì n. (plural k�cni)
chicken. k aza. Gallus domesticus.

k$c-hy%�mù n. (plural 
k�c-hy��mnu)
Long-crested Helmet-Shrike, a 
black and white bird with a white 
crest. w ani ir in t s u nt s u . Prionops 
plumata.

k$cv%n cèpkò n phrase.
chicken set aside for sacrifice to 
traditional deity. k azan al ' ada.

k$cv%n yòn n phrase.
traditional cock given by the 
parents from the side of one's 
father if the father dies during the 
second burial ceremony. k y au t an 
zak ar a w ani ir i.

k$c%v-c'g%i n phrase.
traditional wedding hen, gift to the 
bride from the groom's parents.
k azan au r e w ani ir i.

k$c%v d'l&m, n phrase.
traditional plundering of chickens, 
sb can take a chicken (or 
calabash, goat etc.) from his 
mother's place without needing to 
ask first and without it being 
returnable. k aza w ani ir i,  k azar  
� w ac e. See: honi d'l'm'.

k$c%v nù'g&v, n phrase.
a farming tradition, and the hen or 
cock given as an advance 
payment to sb who will later do 
farming for one. k aza w ani ir i,  
h any ar  al ' ada.

k$c%v s'bàncò n phrase.
cock or hen stewed for nursing 
mother, traditional medicine 
supposed to purge her of the 
blood of the recent birth. k aza t a 
h any ar  al ' ada.

k �d  r í n. (plural k�d�rni)
any insectivorous (insect-eating) 
bat. b ir b ir i.

k  d  s id.
suddenly, all of a sudden. fu j 
at an.

k �d k s  v. (past k�dksk�)
cut off completely, cut off the 
remaining small part. y ak e du k a.

k �g  d k � adj.
1) (like) stiff leather. k adab ar b ar i.
2) stiffened. s an� ame.
3) resisted cooking. h o r iy o ,  h o r i.

k �g �r k �g r ù adj.
brittle. g ag au t s a. See: 
g�d�rg�dru.

ù'k  g d ú v.
stiffen, put sth on fire and fail to 
cook it intensively enough. s ag e,  
s an� ame.

d'k �g l  n.
broken old block, a ball of 
anything squeezed together.
!u ng u ,  k ant u .

k  k id.
break, all of a sudden. t s ink e nan 
da nan.

k  k  k  id.
hurry up! watch out! an 
expression of feeling in reaction to 
seeing sth about to fall. k ai- k ai-
k ai.

k �k  l  id.
uncared-for. s as ak ai,  fank o .
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ù'k �k  l  n.
uselessness. addak ar i,  b al am,  
b anza,  b at s am.

k +k k a n k a n k +k = g�ng�2.
k �k k � n. (plural k�kk�n�)

fool, nitwit; dull, stupid person.
da� i� i.

k  k k  k k í id.
quick, hurry. maza- maza.

k �k míi v.
stick to doing sth without a break.
ma� e.

k  k r  -k  k r  id.
suddenly, done quickly, in a hurry.
fu j' a,  fu ja' a,  nan da nan.

k  l � n. (plural k�ln�)
African Black Kite. s h ir w a.

k �l  n k � [k��l���k��] v.
fail, be unable to complete sth.
k as aw a w ani ir i.

m 'k �l �n k �n n � [��mk��l���k��nn��] n.
drowsiness, dizziness, unable to 
balance. mai � imau c ew a,  jiw a 
diw a.

k �l fà a = kalfaa.
d'k  l l �p í n. (plural s'k�ll�pi)

head tie. k al l ab i. From: Hausa.
k  l tì v. (past k�ltki)

leave remainder of sth. b ar i 
s au r a.

k �m� n. (plural s'k�m�)
kind of rubber tree. w ani ir in 
it ac en g amji.

ù'k  mb  r í n.
south. k u du .

k �md  n ad.
similar, the same, as of a uniform.
b ai � ai.

k �mk s  v. (past k�mksk�)
urge on, encourage. izaw a.

k  mp  n. (plural k�mp�n�) = m'kìpí.
k �mp �l id.

floaters, wisps floating on top of 
liquid. fir k ak i,  b u t ac i.

k  mp �n í n.
company. k amfani. From: English.

k'k �mp l � n. (plural c'k%mpl%)
the grass Andropogon guyanus 
used for 'zana' mats. g amb a.

k  mr ì n.
father-in-law (husband's father), 
ie. A is k�mri to his son's wife, 
and A's wife calls A's father 
k�mri. s u na.

d'k  mr ù n.
on the 4th day ahead. c it t a.

k  n pro.
it, the one of that size. s h i.

d'k �n n.
children's disease that swells one 
side of the stomach. t s eifa.

ù'k �n n.
1) stage (including extended 
meaning of 'place where things 
happen'). dak al in,  w u r in da ak a 
b ar i do n mas u  w as a.
2) hunters' camping place.
madab a.

c'k �n d ì n.
joy, glory, happiness. nu na 
al far ma,  y ab o . See: c'm��n�.

k +n g r +m = kingrim.
k  n g ù [k����u�] n.

serious trouble. c iw o .
d'k  n g ù [��d’k����u�] n. (plural 

c'k�ngu)
embers; hot, burning coals.
g ar w as h i.

k  n k  [k���k��] n. (plural k�nk�n�)
Grey Woodpecker.
ma� w a� � w afi,  � o � o b ir o .
Mesopicos goertae.

k  n k  n cì [k���k��nt���] id.
upheaval, confusion, a bad and 
unresolved situation. r u � e.

k  n t l id.
fall down flat (on its face) with a 
plop. fadu w a.

k  p s � v. (past k�psk�, active noun 
u'k�ps�)
pick up one by one, select. t s int a.
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s 'k  r g í n.
ambience of a place, open 
country, cleared area around one.
s ar ar i.

d'k �r m� n.
hand-plough, used for making 
ridges for 
planting. g ar ma.

k  r ú adj.
shorter, a short 
cut. a y ank e.

d'k �r ú n. (plural 
c'k�ru)
1) loop, knot.
� u l l i.
2) corn; a sore on the sole of the 
foot caused by a thorn breaking 
the flesh.

k  s excl.
bother! oh dear! an expression of 
(unhappy) surprise or annoyance.
k as h .

k  s  n á  w á d á adv.
there is not a pin to choose 
between 2 people. h al in b o r i.

k �s �n n  v. (past k�s�nk�)
snip sth off, cut (a piece) off.
g u nc e.

k  t id.
sudden cutting of a rope (action).
t s ink ew a far at  � ay a,  � ir e. See: 
kat. Variant: kut; hyus.

k  tr � v. (past k�t�rk�)
stumble, kick against, trip up.
t u nt u !e.

k �v pro.
(the one) which, that. w anda (m),  
w adda (f),  w a� anda (pl ).

k  z k  z  id.
not sticky, smooth, clean. s u mu l .

k é b à n. (plural kebana)
star. t au r ar o .

k è b �n té v. (past kebk�ntke)
mix up. h a� a,  c ak u � a. � N e s am 
g oon y ali n �v ke bk�nt # i ne . Give me 
the seedlings of the beans you have 
mixed up.

k è b g n è adv.
mixed together (e.g. grain).
h au t s u na.

k è b k è b è id.
spotted, covered with spots.
dab b ar e- dab b ar e. Variant: 
kyabkyaba.

ù'k è cè k é cè n.
restlessness, fidgetiness.
mu t s u niy a.

k è cè k è cè id.
moving around, labouring, being 
stirred up and busy. c u w a- c u w a,  
k at anniy a,  mu t s u nniy a.

k è d à v. (past kedka)
shell, pull out, remove, as when 
plucking out groundnuts from their 
stalks. t s ig a.

k è g á v. (past kegaka)
eke out, make sth last a long time.
t s imi.

m'kègá adj.
thrifty, economical. t anadi,  far ar  
g w ana.

k è k à v. (past kekka)
pick selectively, pick up one by 
one, pick out, follow footprints.
t s int a.

k è k à s á v. (past kekaska)
observe, take time to consider sth.
nas u w a.

k è k b á v. (past kèk$bkà, active noun 
s'kàkbò)
think, meditate, reflect seriously 
and hard, imagine. y i t u nani.

kèkbò n. (plural s'kàkbò)
concentrated thought, reflection, 
meditation. t u nani.
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k é k b é n. (plural kek�bne)
kind of red-tailed fish. k ifi mai jan 
b indi.

s 'k è k b ò n.
pensive, deep (in) thought.
t u r addadi.

k è k è n. (plural s'keke)
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

k è k k è n.
grass sc:Cymbopogon 
sc:ruprechti, used for making 
zana mats. � y ar a,  g ajir i.

m 'k é k ó1 n.
tracing out footprints of a runaway 
animal or thief. b in � afa.

m 'k é k ó2 an.
trace the footprints of a suspect or 
shot and wounded animal. b in 
s aw u .

k è k s á v. (past kekska)
criticise, look at sth critically. du b a 
da k y au .

k è k s é v. (past kekske)
rub, (e.g. one's eyes). mu r za 
(ido ).

k è l á vt. (past kelka, active noun u'kelo)
bore a hole, pierce. h u da,  s o k a,  
h u dew a.

v 'k é l cò n. (plural s'kelco)
gimlet. mah u ji.

k é mó n.
harvest. g ir b i.

k è mp á n.
lad, young man (teenager).
s au r ay i.

c'k è mp á n.
1) handsome(ness). t s ink ek e. �
Wa ke mp a unl c i  c 'ke mp a. That 
young lad is handsome.
2) teenage years. k y ak k y aw a.
Variant: c'kemha.

k è mp á  h �l k ò n.
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

d'k é mp r à n. (plural c'kempra)
kapok, stuffing inside the pod, e.g. 
of white silk cotton tree. r imi,  
k w as fa,  k o  g ida. See: nàkò.

k en g es = kangas.
k è r á n k à [ke��a��ka�] v.

set out. h u r c e,  ag g ai.
k è r à n n á = hwindi.
k è r  mk è r mò adj.

sporadically, sprouted here and 
there. b ani k ai,  b a' r a b a' r a.

k è r è n. (plural s'kere)
the tree Prosopis oblonga used 
for charcoal. � ir y a.

k é r mà v. (past ker�mka)
pierce all over. h u h h u da.

k è s à v. (past keska)
pierce open, e.g. a boil with pus in 
it to release it. !ar e,  k ar mat s e.

d'k è z á n.
unhafted, a hoe, axe, knife etc. 
without a handle or haft.
famfar iy a.

d'k è z n á n.
blade, a tool without a handle.
r as h in mar i� i.

k � v. (past k��k�)
separate, slit, cut a long narrow 
incision. y ank a.

d'k. n. (plural c'k�)
small hole, gap or opening. k afa,  
fang al i � ar � a� e.

ì'k � n. (plural m'k�)
small outlet. mat s as s en mafit a.

k � d ' g w � n. (plural k� d'gw�n�)
Can Rat, Cutting Grass or Grass-
cutter; a rodent which cuts grass 
as a characteristic habit. w ani ir in 
k u s u . Thryonomys swinderianus.

ù'k � c� n.
parenthesis, brackets, commas, 
dashes within sentences; 
punctuation used to mark off self-
contained extra information in a 
sentence. k e!e mag ana.

k �c� v. (past k�c�k�)
weed around the stalks, lightly 
hoe around crops. no ma k a k eb e,  
b u r b u r t a,  no ma g ew ay e da.



k;d ; k;m:nk;

108 

k �d � v. (past k�dk�, active noun 
u'k�do)
pour, tilt, turn down sth, e.g. pour 
onto or into another container.
jir k ic e,  zu b a.

k & d k & d & = k'dk'd'.
d'k �& n. (plural c'k��)

1) opportunity. zar afi.
2) place. w u r i. Variant: d'baa
(Senchi).

k'k � & jì n.
cage. k eji. From: Hausa, from 
English.

s 'k �& k d o an.
cackling of hen before laying 
eggs. k y ar k y ar a.

k'k � & k � n.
assumption, doubt. � addar a,  
� au k a c ew a.

k � & k � v.
falsely accuse, frame. � al l afa.

c'k �& k ò an.
segregate, discriminate. � ec e,  
r ab er ab e. Variant: c'kwèsá.

v 'k �& r ò n. (plural s'k��ro)
stripe. r at s i,  zane.

k � & s � v. (past k��sk�)
understand. fah int a,  g ane,  
fah imt a.

k �& v id.
straight, standing erect, propped 
up, tall. t s ap,  t s ar . Variant: 
k��vk��v�.

k � g � 1 adv.
really! it's the truth! existing in fact.
g as k iy a na anih i.

k �g �2 n. (plural k�gn�)
stork, Abdim's white-bellied stork.
s h amu w a. Sphenorynchus abdimii.

k & g & t = k'g't.
k �g r ú adj.

short, small. c ig u l ,  t s u g u .
k �k id.

tenacious, firm grip. k at ak ank an.
See: ba.

k �k d � v. (past k�k�dk�, active noun 
ù'kékdó)
divide into pieces, chop up.
k ac anc ana,  g u g g u nt a.

k � k � d k � k � d v.
cackling. k y ar k y ar k y ar .

k �k l � vi. (past k.k$lk.)
laugh. y i s h ew a.

c'k.kl/ n.
1) the loud laughter of women.
s h ew a.
2) dawdling, dilly-dallying, shilly-
shallying, wasting time. � u miniy a,  
mu � w iniy a.

k �l f� n. (plural k�lfn�)
gazelle. b ar ew a. Gazella procapra.
Variant: k.lp/.

k �l f�& adj.
light (in weight), not heavy. � ag a 
ab u  mar ar  nau y i.

k �l p � = k.lf/.
k & m = kam.
k �má d ' p á s k à adj.

enjoyment, good, very much. da 
k y au  day aw a.

d'k �mcn é n.
getting on well together. h al in 
zaman jin da� i,  mai k y au .

k � mé n.
harvest, reap. g ir b i.

d'k �m� n.
1) very good, in the best of states, 
the best of conditions. k y au ,  da� i,  
jin da� i.
2) sweetness. za� i.

v 'k �m� n. (plural s'k�m�)
equal (in age and social standing).
t s ar an ju na.

s 'k �m� adv.
spot where cutting has been done 
with an axe, hoe, cutlass, etc.
s ar a.

k �m� n k � [k��m���k��] vt.
hack. k aft a.

k.m/sk. v.
hack oneself. k aft a w a k ai.
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d'k � m� r à n.
camera. ab in � au k ar  h o t o ,  
k y amar a. From: English.

k �mg � v. (past k�mgk�)
weed for the last time before 
harvest. y i s as s ar a.

c'k.mgò n.
final weeding (before harvest).
s as s ar y a,  b ang aje.

k �mg té v. (past k�mgtke)
be disgusted, begrudge, show 
dissatisfaction of someone's 
action. � y ama.

d'k �mn � n n � n.
nice, sweet, good. da� i. Variant: 
d'k�m�nne.

à d'k.mn/nn. ad phrase.
nicely, well. da k y au .

d'k � mp � n. (plural c'k/mp/)
underpants, underwear. b ant e.
See: d'b.nt/.

k �n b � n. (plural s'k�nb�)
the palm Raphia vinifera.
g w ang w al a. Raphia vinifera (or 
sudanica).

v'k.nb. n. (plural s'k�nb�)
midrib of raphia used 
for roofing and canoe 
poles (paddles).
g w ang w al a,  
t u k u r w a.

k'k �n � n. (plural c'k�n�)
1) feather. g as h i. �
K # nk hor ang a t a c a 
k# nk z imi na d a. The 
crane bird's feathers are 
not as large as ostrich 
ones.
2) wool. u l u .
3) body hair. g as h i.

v'k.n. n.
persistent ill luck, k � n g [k����] id.
1) really, undoubtedly, definitely 
so. t ab b at ac e,  b ab u  s h ak k a.
2) sound of iron when struck once.

d'k �n g � [��d’k������] n. (plural c'k�ng�)
fallow field, a piece of farming 
land left to rest. s au r a.

k'k.ng/ [k’k������] n.
virgin farm land. madaw ac i. See: 
k'usu.

v 'k � n g n í [��vk����n��] n. (plural 
s'k�ngni)
sound of z�ri rings being rung.
g w ar jen s h el a. See: z�ri.

k � n g r � m = kangram.
k �p  y$g ò n.

moustache. g as h in b ak i. Variant: 
u'g�t�.

à'k �p  l k � adj. (plural c'k�p�lk�; 
s'k�p�lk�)
many in number, numerous. s u na 
da y aw a. See: p�t�lk�.

k �p � v. (past k�pk�, active noun 
u'k�po)
1) start grinding. s o ma !ar zaw a.
2) trim, start to shave around the 
edge of the hair. s o ma as k ew a.

ù'k �p � n.
smell of donkey meat. w ani ir in 
� ar ni.

k �p � s k � v.
exceed, more than it should have 
been. fiy e.

s 'k � p ó n. (plural s'k�p s'k�po)
layered, stepped, built up piece by 
piece with overlapping layers.
mat ak al a,  mat ak i.

k & p r e k & p r e = kapre kapre.
k �r � v.

add, gather (more) fuel. h as a.
Variant: k�t�1.

k � r � mk � r � m adv.
jingling sound made by bells tied 
to the ankles of dancers. � o r o s o ,  
k o r o s o . See: karamkaram.

k � r � r � id.
thin and watery. r u w a- r u w a.

k & r k & r & = karkara.
v 'k �s tú n. (plural s'k�stu)

fire-lighter, steel for flint tinder.
mas a!i.
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k � t ms è v. (past k�t�msk�)
distract, flummox. � au k e 
h ank al in w .

k & t& 1 = k�r�.
k �t�2 n. (plural s'k�t�)

stalk of a pumpkin. t s ir o n 
k ab ew a. Cucurbita.

k �t� k � v.
hem in, surround, gang up 
against. g ew ay a,  k ew ay a,  r it s a.

k 7u id.
examined minutely. � al ail aic e.

k � z � p adv.
healthy, lively. w ani ir in l afiy a.
See: kazap.

k íb ì s v.
meet sb unexpectedly. c u !u s .

k íck �l � n. (plural s'kick�l�)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

k ì ck íl n ì v.
turn sth inside out. b u l l as h e,  
b ir k ic e.

m 'k ì d ì n.
bent over, bowed down head. k ai 
du k e.

k ì d ì p id.
bending a part of the body down.
du k e.

k ì d ì s í v. (past kidiski)
bend down (head). du � a da k ai.

k ì d k ì d ì id.
1) struggling with difficulties.
fama,  g w ag w ar may a.
2) busy doing sth. s h ag al a da,  y i 
� aw ainiy a.
3) = k'dk'd'.

k ì d $, id.
horse or donkey standing with 
sad, drooping ears. l ang a!e.

k ì g  v. (past kigk�)
keep down, put down. ajiy a.
Variant: kin�, kink�.

d'k ì g b ù n. (plural c'kigbu)
sth kept for future use, stash, 
provisions. ajiy a.

k ì k à a v.
lift up sth. � au k an ab u  s ana.

kìkàa id.
sth raised up unexpectedly in the 
air and moving slowly along.
Variant: kikkaa.

k ík � v. (past kikk�)
tap, hit (of a bundle of sth on the 
ground, to even up the ends).
k w ak k w afa.

d'k ì k � n. (plural c'kik�)
stump, corn root left in the ground 
after reaping. t u s h iy a.

k'kìk% n. (plural c'kik�)
stubble. t u s h iy a t a g ir b i.

d'k ì k ì n.
plaited or woven grass hat.
mal afa.

k ik k a a id. = kikaa.
v 'k ì l ómé tà n.

kilometre. k il o mit a,  k il o . From: 
English.

k ìm v. (past kimk�)
pound, strike pestle on corn 
during pounding. jin� a,  jib da.

k'k ìm� n.
dirt, anything not clean; meddling 
in dirt; clumsiness. � azant a.

v 'k ì m� n. (plural s'kim�)
hall of fame, customary ceremony 
displayed or celebrated. al ' ada.

k ìm�s  v. (past kim�sk�)
settle in, cool down, gather self 
together. h u c e.

k ímb ì tì n. (plural kimbitni)
kind of fish. mar i,  r amb o s h i.

k ìmì s í v. (past kimiski)
make up one's mind, smarten up, 
wise up in sth one is doing. mai 
da h ank al i.

k'k ìmk s � n. (plural c'kimks�)
one storage area inside the 
women's outdoor granary.
r u mb u n mat a. � N e t an e l t a ki n 
c 'hono �n k'kimks �. Women keep 
calabashes in this inner segment of the 
outdoor granary. See picture for: b�d 
c'neta.
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s 'k ì mk s ì n.
stamping of foot on ground.
t at t ak aw a.

k íml ì k íml ì id.
heavy steps taken, stamping, 
stepping heavily on the ground.

k ì n � v. (past kink�) = kig�.
d'k ì n b ù n. (plural c'kinbu)

supernatural thing. ab u  na g aib u .
k ín d -d à p tà n. (plural s'kínd-dàptà)

twining plant growing mostly near 
streams or rivers.

k ín d ì n.
money. k u � i.

kíndpùsìní n.
cowrie shells. b ir ing izau .

k ín g [k����] adv.
tight, tightly (tied). t ank e,  dau r i 
t amt am.

k ì n g r ì m [k�������m] adj.
massive, very broad (like stance 
of elephant). do � o � o ,  
fank ameme,  � o k o k o ,  
� o k w ar o k w ar o . Variant: 
k�ngr�m; dingrim.

k ì n m�n  l à l k ò v.
promise, keep a promise.
al k aw ar i.

k ín t ù ' cón v.
pay attention, heed, notice, 
observe. ank ar a,  b ir inc in k u l a.

k ì n t�m n ù ' cón adj.
diligent, insisting on learning 
carefully and precisely. l u r a,  s a 
k ai w ani ir i.

d'k ín tù n. (plural c'kintu)
heel. diddig e.

k ì p í ad.
a fool, foolish, nitwit, nincompoop.
do l o ,  w aw a.

m'kìpí n.
fool, dull, stupid person. w aw anc i,  
w au t a,  da� i� anc i. Variant: 
m'ormo; k$mp$.

k ì p r ì k ì p r ì id.
great struggling with a task, strife.
g u mu r zu m,  dab u l - dab u l .

k ì r à a id.
suddenly struck and blown into 
the air (e.g. dust, fluff or blossom).
b u y a.

k ír  ms � v. (past kir�mski)
1) (do) intense work, busy oneself, 
as with many people pounding 
food. k o w a na t ay i.
2) fumigate, intensify make dense 
smoke or smell. b u r ar a,  t u r nu k a.

k ír k ítík à tà p id.
drumming sound. � ar ar  g ang a.

v 'k ír ú n. (plural s'kiru)
kind of drum. w at a ir in g ang a.

k ì s k ì s ì id.
speckled, spotted. w ak e- w ak e.
Variant: kyabkyaba.

k ì tík ì v.
gang up, team up against sb.
t ar amma.

k ítíp adj.
closely grown together. mat s ew a 
w ani ir i.

k ítk ítí id.
tittering, laughing in a silly way, 
giggling. k ek k ew a.

k ítk ù v.
meet (at a place). s ame s h i,  t a.

d'k ítú n.
stunted (of a plant or animal), 
dwarf. t s au r ar e.

k ívíví id.
upside down, turning down edge 
of sth. k al mas a.

k'k ívr  m� n. (plural c'kivr�m�)
gorge. k w azazzab o . See: k'geva.

k ì vú v. (past kivku)
pour out (much). c afk at a,  
b u ndu ma.
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k ó1 con.
or, if, even if, ever-. k o . From: 
Hausa.

k ò 2 n. (plural koono)
frog. k w a� o .

k ób à 1 v. (past kobka)
fall (down from a height). fa� i.

d'kòbá n.
1) fall, act of falling down. fa� u w a.
2) suffering. w ah al a,  t ag ay y ar a.

k ò b à 2 n.
traditional Lelna period of 
mourning (for one relation of the 
deceased). ar ja,  b w ani,  t ak ab a.

d'k ò b à adj.
foster. t al l afi.

k ò b n ò có n. (plural kobnetna)
poor person. mat al au c i.

c'kòbnòcó n. 
poverty, being a poor person.
t al au c i.

s 'k ób ó n.
second burial festivities, 
ceremony of the dead. mak o k i.

k ò b ó v. (past kobko, koboko, active 
noun u'kobo)
dive, fall into water. zu r ma,  
t s indu ma.

d'kòbó n.
dive, result of falling into water.
zu r ma.

k'k ò b ó n. (plural c'kobo)
bridle, a kind of bit for horses.
!u r mi,  l inzami.

d'k ò b ò n.
gift given in return to sb who gave 
one a gift when ill. t u k u ic i.

k ò b r ò adv.
meddlesomeness, intruding, 
interfering. s h is s h ig i.

c'k ò b r ò n  t#r # n.
collarbone or the hollow of the 
neck above it. k ar an k ar ma,  
� as h in w u y a.

k ò b s á v. (past kóbskà)
wash body or sth else thoroughly, 
very well. w ank e y a fit a. Variant: 
kobske.

k ò b tá v. (past kóbtkà)
knock off from below, throw off 
(burden). k ado . See: kobto.

k ób tk è v.
just miss sth (e.g. a meeting) or 
sb. y anzu - y anzu ,  k u r u . Variant: 
koptke.

k ò b tó v. (past kóbtkò)
throw sth down (from above).
k ada. See: kobta.

ù'k ód k à n.
1) sharpen the grinding stone.
w as a.
2) fully mature, grown up. b al ag a,  
� o s a.

v 'k ò g à n. (plural s'koga)
grave of a person who died of 
smallpox. k u s h ew ar  ag ana.

k og d op = kugdup.
k óg óg ó id.

stuffed, pushed out, bulging out.
c ik i y a t u r a,  k u mb u r a.

k'k ók  r w á n. (plural c'kok�rwa)
egg shell. !am!ar o k i,  k w as fa.
Variant: k'kokkorwa.

k'k ok k or w a = kok�rwa.
ì'k ò k l ó n. (plural m'koklo)

gourd for dipping water out of a 
pot, cup. mo � a. See: i'gwamba.

k ò k n ò n. (plural s'kokno)
physic nut. c i ni da zu g u . Variant: 
r'ktk'; kopno.

k'k ò k ó n. (plural c'koko)
pod, outer covering, nut-shell, 
peel, bark. k w as fa.
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k ò k ò n. (plural s'koko)
elbow. g w iw ar  h annu .

d'k ò k tò n. (plural c'kokto)
fragment of a calabash. s ak aina.

k ò k tò  d ' r w ín n. (plural kokto 
c'rwin)
kneecap. � o � u w an g w iw a.
Patella.

k ò l á v.
strike a flint, strike fire with a flint.
� y as t a.

k ól k à v.
strike. � y as t a.

k ól k ól ó1 ad.
semi-bald, describing a person 
with little hair on their head.
b ar b ar o .

k ól k ól ò 2 n. (plural kolkolno)
Grey Plantain-eater, or possibly 
the Senegal, long-tailed parakeet.
t s ir y a. Crinifer piscator.

kolkol m'l' n. (plural kolkol 
m'ln')
Levaillant's Cuckoo. Clamator 
levaillantii.

à'k ómá n. (plural c'koma)
hand, arm. h annu .

d'kómá n.
a handful of. c efana,  jimk a,  
dint s a.

k&mí c'kómá n. (plural k&mm$ 
c'kómá)
bangle, bracelet. mu du w a,  � ar au .
See: k&mí s'nà.

kómá s't& n.
right hand (side). h annu n dama.

kómá sùtù n.
stinginess, stingy person, an 
insulting nickname given to 
someone who shrinks back from 
giving but expects others to give 
to him. � e� emu � e,  � ame- � ame.

v 'k ò mà n. (plural s'koma)
pubic hair. g as h in t s u l iy a.

k ómtà v. (past komtka)
clench. du n� u l e.

d'kòmtà n. (plural c'komta)
fist. dant s e,  du nk u l al l en h annu .

k ò n á v. (past konka)
request, beg. r o � a.

k ón  mk à v. (active noun ù'kónmó)
fall out (of teeth, leaves or 
feathers). zu b a,  k a!e.

k ón d ò n.
outskirts, edge. a w ajen,  k ar k ar a.
� T�m g w a bi ny  �n kond  k's e va. I 
will plant rice on the outskirts of a 
swamp.

d'k ò n d ò n.
shaved head (all hair removed).
� u ndu me.

k ón g ómá [ko���o�ma�] n. (plural 
kongomana)
old person or animal. t s o fo ,  
t s o fu w a.

k ò n k à [ko��ka�] n. (plural c'konka)
self-sown young guinea corn or 
other plants. h amb ama,  
k ar a!a!a.

c'k ón k ón k ò [t�’ko�nko�no�] adv.
loose-handled, handle falling off, 
unhafting. k w a!iy a.

c'k ón k ón ò [t�’ko�nko�no�] an.
become loose (of handle).
famfar iy a.

d'k ón ó n.
teething, falling out of milk-teeth.
famfar a.

k óofí n.
spell-casting, feeling of helpless 
fear from magic. � w affi.

k ò ok á n. (plural s'kooka)
acacia tree. g aw o ,  k aw o . Acacia 
albida.

c'k óol ò n. (plural koolno)
warrior, someone who caught and 
sold slaves. w anda y a s ai da 
b ay i.

k ò on cé n.
'tree frog', a type of bat. b ir i- b ir i,  
k w a� o n it ac e.
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s 'k ò on ó v.
consider, ponder on sth, think 
continuously on a matter.
l u r addadi.

k ò or ò n. (plural s'kooro)
stream. r afi.

k ò p à v. (past kopka)
tie, sew loosely at the end, base 
or sides. � ink an g efe,  k u s a da 
k ar s h e.

k óp � adv.
anywhere, everywhere. k o  ina.

k op n o1 = kokno.
k ò p n ò 2 v. (past kop�nka, active noun 

c'kòpnò)
set out, get ready. s h ir i.

k óp tk è v.
1) risk. � u r u ,  k as ada.
2) (just) miss meeting sb or sth.
� ar o . See: kobtke.

k ò r  d  w é n n. (plural kors�cwen)
bridge of nose. k ar an h anc i.

k ò r  n d #m# n. (plural kor�nd'mn')
snail. do do n k o � i.

c'k ór fá n.
'pattens' -  high wooden heels 
worn during the rainy season.
k w ar ak w a.

d'k ór k ór ò n. (plural c'korkoro)
nodule, length of cornstalk 
between two joints. g a!a.

d'k ò r ó n. (plural c'koro)
very hard stone for roughening 
the surface of a grinding stone.
mak o � i.

k'k ò r ò n. (plural c'koro)
river. r afi.

k ós á ad.
almost, nearly. k u s an. � C e mk 
kos a c  t aas t e . We are nearly finished.
From: Hausa.

k ò s má v. (past kos�mka)
sniff, smell. s ans ana.

k ò s mà h yù n n. (plural s'kosmahyun)
frankincense tree. h anu . Boswellia 
dalzielli.

c'k ò s mò an.
smell (perceive). s ans ana.

k ò s ó n.
smell, odour. h anc ini,  � ar i,  
� ans h i.

k ótá -b íib ì n.
kind of soft shiny, pliable and 
maleable, light-grey metal.

k óu p �  w � pro.
any. w ani.

k 5u s ' l �b � n.
impatience. h ar zu � a.

k ów � pro.
everyone, anyone. du k an k o w a,  
k o w a da k o w a.

k óy� pro.
anything or everything. k o w ane 
ab u .

kóy. dàvà adv.
always, whenever, any time.
jiddin.

kóy. hwédà adv.
every day. k o w ac e r ana.

k $1 n. (plural s'k')
karaya gum tree. k u k k u k i.
Sterculia setigera.

k $2 v. (past k'', active noun u'k'u)
scrape. k ar t a.

k $b l $ n. (plural s'k'bl')
ebony tree. k any a. Diospyros 
mespiliformis.

d'k&bl& n. (plural c'k'bl')
fruit of the ebony tree. k aiw a.

k $b #1 n. (plural k'bn')
buffalo. !au na.

k $b $2 v. (past k'bk')
draw out a small amount of liquid.
� w ar fac e.

k #b #t ad.
dented in, hooked, curved or 
hollow in shape, like the face of a 
monkey. ab u  l u s as s h e,  
g ant s ar ar r e.
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k #d g n #, adv.
in an unbalanced, leaning, 
awkward manner. t s ay e.

k $d k $d $ id.
slithery sound - made by a rat, 
lizard or person by touching sth 
repeatedly. w ani ir in mo t s i.
Variant: kadkada; k�dk�d�; 
kidkidi; kudkudu.

k $d $ v. (past k'd'nk')
rap hard on a child's head with 
your knuckles. dang w ar a.

k $d $, v.
droop. l o g w af.

k #d #p ad.
with a low forehead, head bent 
forwards and down, furrowed-
brows. ag ammu ,  k u � u f. Variant: 
kudup.

k ,d ,s = k'd't.
k $d $s $ v. (past k'd'sk')

bend. t an� w ar a.
k ,d ,t = k'b't.
k #d r íi adv.

awkwardly. y adda t s ay u w ar  ab u  
y ak e.

k #f id.
astride - with one leg on either 
side. zaman a w ar e � afa. Variant: 
k'f'd; kw�f.

k ,f,d = k'f.
k $g  r k $ v. (active noun u'k'g�rk')

mature, grow up, become fully 
grown. r i� a,  g ins h ik e,  g w ay y o .
See: s&'k,.

k'k #g $1 n. (plural k'gn')
tribe of Hausa (or Fulani). k ab il an 
Hau s a. See: c'gánà 'Hausa 
language'.

k $g $ n.
sheabutter nut seed. � w ar a.

ù'k $g $ n.
'the back of beyond'; an 
unspecified far-off land. � as a mai 
nis a.

v 'k $g $ n. (plural k'g')
sheanut. � w ar a.

k'k $g $2 n. (plural c'k'g')
cranium. � o � o n- k ai.

k&gk d'hín. (plural k'gc d'hi)
cranium. famfama,  � o � w an- k ai.

k $g $g $ id.
rumble, rattle; sound caused by 
two things rubbing together. c ida,  
jin mo t s i. See: kugugu.

k $g $t id.
resonating sound of sth being 
scooped hard, the vowels and 
tone varying depending on the 
distance from the sound. w ani 
ir in mo t s i. Variant: kagat; k�g�t; 
kugut.

k #g r #p = k'g't.
k $h #n id.

sound of hard cough. w ani ir in 
mo t s i. Variant: kuhun; kw�hen.

k $in adv id.
lying flat. mi� e.

k #k id.
'plop'. w ani ir in fa� u w a. Variant: 
kak1; kuk.

k $k id.
thud - sound of something falling 
nearby. w ani ir in mo t s i.

k $k  l k $ v.
endure (through pain), persevere.
jimir i.

k $k cò v.
1) plaster, smooth. k w as h ew a da 
w ank ew a.
2) scrape pot clean after cooking 
mush food. k w as h ew a da 
w ank ew a.

ù'k $k k # n.
dullish brown or red in colour (of 
weather), a sign in the clouds that 
rain will soon come. s ar ar in 
w ama w ani ir i.

dwak u'k'k' v phrase.
it looks like it will rain.

k $k k $ n. (plural k'kn')
kind of spiky finned fish. � ar ay e.
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k #k k #b ì n.
very serious recent disease that 
attacks babies, affecting the skin 
and causing some internal 
damage. g o jinjima.

k $k k $r ír ík $ id.
sound made by cockerel (rooster) 
crowing - 'cock-a-doodle-do'.
� a� ar ak o . Variant: k'kk'r''t.

k ,k k ,r ,,t = k'kk'ririk'.
m 'k $k # n.

camwood. majig i.
k $k #1 v. (past k'kk', active noun 

c'k&k&)
1) sharpen. w as a,  � aifafa.
2) carve, decorate or mend 
calabash. g y at t a.

k $k $2 n. (plural k'kn'; k'k'n')
spotted syondont catfish.
� u r u ng u ,  � ar ay a. Synodontis.

k #k r # n.
disease that kills birds. c iw o n 
k aji.

k $k ù  h yà mà n. (plural k'ku 
hyamna)
kind of lizard. k andang ar e w ani 
ir i.

ì'k $l é n.
copulation (by animals). b ar b ar a,  
b ay e.

m 'k $l g ò n. 
twigs, kindling for lighting fire.
mak amas h i,  b u y ag i. Variant: 
m'k'lg'.

v'k&lg& n. (plural s'k'lg')
twig, small stick used for firewood.
b u b u ,  b u y ag i,  � ir ar e,  mar ab e.

k $l íl í n. (plural s'k'lili)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

k #l k $ v.
dip out, scoop out. � w ar fac e.

k #l #1 n. (plural c'k'l')
lie, tendency to lie. � ar y a.

k $l $2 n. (plural c'k'l')
tale. t at s u niy a.

k #l #n d ì n.
liar. g il l au .

ù'k $l #s $ n.
serving, horse-breeding, 
stimulating the mating of stallion 
and mare. b ay e.

k #l tk $ v.
scoop. � w al k w al a w ani ir i.

k $l t# v. (past k'ltk')
hook up. s ar � afa. See: s�bt�.

k $mg n $ n. (plural s'k'mgn')
white silk cotton tree. r imi. Ceiba 
pentandra. See: nako; d'kempra.

k ,mi c' k oma See: a'koma.
k $mk $m$ adv.

feverishly, in a fever. zazza!i.
k $mn ú  cò p ó n.

low-growing herb with bitter 
leaves like the mahogany. g any e 
ir in na mag ani. Variant: 
k'mnu-coho.

k $m$ n. (plural s'k'm')
African mahogany tree. ma� ac i.
Khaya senegalensis.

d'k $m$ n.
spotted blind snake, supposed to 
be an unnatural, amazingly 
poisonous snake. w ani ir in 
mac iji. Typhlops punctatus.

k'k $m$ n. (plural c'k'm')
metal rod; piece of iron, steel or 
other metal. � ar fe.
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k&mk gy,zkné n. (plural k'mc 
gy'zcne)
copper, bronze. t ag u l l a,  jan� ar fe.

k&mk púskní n. (plural k'mc 
puscni)
aluminium. far in � ar fe.

ù'k $m$ n.
1) large piece of metal. b ab b an 
� ar fe.
2) gong. k u g e.

k'mu-c'ganga [k��mu! t��a���a�] n.
metal instrument which fills out 
the sound of the drum. k u g e.

k&m7-c'g&m& n.
chief gong, a heavy iron 
instrument used to announce 
important events 
related to the 
village head. k u g e.

ì'k $m$ n. (plural 
m'k&m&)
1) small piece of 
iron or other metal.
g u t s u r en � ar fe.
2) bangle.
mu ndu w a,  
w ar w ar o .

k&mí c'kómá n.
(plural k'mm 
c'koma)
bracelet, arm 
bangle.
mu ndu w an h annu .

k&mí s'ná n. (plural k&mm$ s'ná)
anklet. mu ndu w an � afa.

v 'k $m$ n. (plural s'k'm')
metal wire, a strand of metal.
� y es t u .

k&mv%n hwèlá n. (plural k'ms�n 
hwela)
flint, piece of steel used for 
lighting fire along with a strong 
flintstone. � y as t u .

m 'k #n d í n.
collection of smelly oil on the 
body, especially women's private 
parts, a vaginal discharge. w at a 
ir in r u w an dau � a. See: m'k&'.

k #n d k $ v.
wind, become crooked or bent.
b au � e,  k ant ar a,  l an� w as h e.

s 'k $n d $k #n d $ v.
go by roundabout route, go the 
long way. r eg ar g a� i.

d'k $n è n. (plural c'k'ne)
hump. t o zo .

k #n g  d w à a c' yà [k���� dwa��t�ja�] n.
(plural k'ngn')
kind of small grasshopper. w at a 
ir in far a.

k $n g í [k������] n. (plural k'ngini)
adult. c ik ak k en mu t u m.

k #n g $1 [k������] v. (past k'ngk')
separate out. w ar e.

k $n g #2 [k������] n. (plural k'ngn')
kind of grasshopper. w at a ir in 
far a.

k $n k  d  yá a k ì [k���k��d ja��k��] adv.
(of arrow) shooting straight up.
h ar b i s ama.

d'k #n k # [��dk���k��] n. (plural 
c'k'nk')
vagina. !ak w at o ,  far ji,  g at o .
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k #n k # t$r # [k���k��t�����] n.
castor oil plant. zu r ma,  b ab u l e.

k $n k $n $ [k��nk��n��] adv.
state of being soaked with sweat.
nas h i- nas h i.

k $n l # excl.
sorry! what a pity! word of 
sympathy to sb who has 
accidentally been hurt. jejet o ,  
s annu .

k #n l s k $ v.
sympathise. jejet o . See: k'nls'.

d'k #n l s $ n. (plural c'k'nls')
word of sympathy, comfort or 
condolence. jejet o ,  t a' aziy a.

k $n tí n.
kind of bean with curly pod.
k ananna� o .

k #n tk $ v.
swerve, twist. k ar k at a,  b ak at a.

d'k $n t$1 n. (plural c'k'nt')
hooked stick or cudgel. s anda 
k ar t k at ac e.

d'k $n t$2 n. (plural 
c'k'nt')
curvature, circle.
mag ant s ar i.

k #n t#t$r # n.
kind of herb, hairy 
thorn apple. b ab aju ji.
Datura metel.

k $n ts # v. (past k'ntsk')
bend. l an� w as a.

k $n y# n. (plural s'k'ny')
physic nut. c i ni da 
zu g u .

m 'k #, n.
putrified, slimy, dirty 
and smelly partially-
decomposed tissue from a dead 
animal. r u !e mai r u w an w ar i.

v 'k #, n. (plural s'k'')
narrow strip of land that is being 
weeded, especially the one 
nearest to the edge of the field.
g efe.

k $, v.
scrape. k ank ar e,  k ar t a. Variant: 
k'; kw��l�.

c'k $, adv.
at slightest pain or inconvenience 
(of fussing). l amb o .

k #,cò n. (plural s'k''co)
curved iron scraper esp. for 
scraping pulp off gourds. mah u r i,  
dag a- dag a.

k $,d k # v.
suffer or wait a long time. k a jir a 
w ani ir i.

k #,s è v. (past k''ske)
graze, scratch (esp. skin). k ar c e.

d'k,'sè n.
graze, scratch. dau je.

d'k #,t�mk # n. (plural c'k''t�mk')
hoof. k o fat o .

Ù'K$,t$ n.
large area of stretch of land 
belonging to Rikoto people.

k $p k $p $ adv.
messy. dag aje,  dag ajamb a.

c'k #p t# n.
dirt. � azant a,  dau � a,  dat t i.

k #p ts k $ v.
make sth (esp. body) messy by 
covering with sth like mud or 
soup. h u r t u t u .

d'k #r ì tì n. (plural c'k'riti)
part of animal's leg above the 
hoof (of animal that chews cud: 
cow, goat, sheep, donkeyÉ).
� afar  dab b a w anda y a k u ms h i 
k o fat o .

k #r k #t$ n. (plural k'rk'tn')
louse (esp. Suckling louse).
� w ar � w at a. Siphunculata.

k ,r ,p = kurup.
k'k #r #r # n. (plural c'k'r'r')

sweet-smelling flower of baobab 
tree. k u mb al i.

k #s m$ v. (past k's�mk')
pluck or snatch away. fiffig a.
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k $s #1 v. (past k,sk&, active noun 
u'k's')
snatch. fanc e,  c izg a.

k $s #2 v. (past k,sk&)
short dry spell during the rainy 
season. b u s h i.

k $t$ v. (past k'tk')
sin, offend, make a mistake. y in 
l aifi w ani ir i,  !at a,  k u s k u r e,  
aik at a l aifi.

d'k $z # n. (plural c'k'z')
wrist. w u y an h annu .

k $z $z $ adv.
walking as if not feeling well.
s u k u k u .

Kr 1s mè tì n.
Christmas. Kir s imat i. From: 
English.

k ú id.
at rock bottom level. int ah a.

k ú b g ù v. (past kubgku)
turn over. k ife.

ù'k ù b ú n.
the deepest part of a lake or river.
w u r i mai zu r fi a c ik in r u w a. �
Cw i im s i p k �m� u c e t k u'kubu. A 
crocodile caught a dog and dragged it to 
the deepest part of the river.

k ù b ù n. (plural s'kubu)
baobab tree. k u k a. Adansonia 
digitata.

k'kùbù n. (plural c'kubu)
baobab fruit. � w ame.

c'k ù cb ù an.
crawl. r ar r afe.

k ù d k cú v. (past kudkcku)
work hard, press on. mas a dai.

k ú d k ù v.
be bowed down (usually with 
age). � o b ar a,  � o b o b o .

k u d k u d u = k'dk'd'.
k ú d ò n d $ n.

kind of bedroom. � ak in b ar c i.
k ú d $ n. (plural s'kud')

all trees of the Strychnos species, 
esp. Strychnos spinosa. � o � iy a.
Strychnos spp.

k ù d ú v. (past kudku)
bend over. du k a.

v 'k ù d ú n. (plural s'kudu)
scar (plural esp. smallpox).
adab al i,  t ab o ,  ar ah a.

k ú d ú p ad.
with a low forehead, head bent 
forwards and down, furrowed-
brows. k u � u f,  ag ammu . Variant: 
kudus; k'd's; k'd'p. From: 
Hausa.

k u d u s = kudup.
k ù g  d g ú p ù n. (plural 

kug�dgupunu)
alternative name for tadpole.
t al ib amb am.

k ù g d ù p id.
sound made when a heavy thing 
is dropped on the ground. w ani 
ir in mo t s i. Variant: kagdap; 
kogdop.

k ù g r ú n. (plural kugrunu)
kind of very large, edible water 
beetle. w ani ir in b ab b an � w ar o n 
c ik in r u w a.

k ù g tk ú v.
kneel. diddi� a,  g u r fana.

k ù g ú v.
bend down. t an� w ar a,  l an� w as a,  
� o � o � o .

k ù g ù g ù id.
rumbling sound. mo t s i k amar  
c ida. Variant: kagaga; k'g'g'.

k u g u t = k'g't.
k u h u n = k'h'n.
k ù k id.

sound of knocking, possibly using 
a stone, or bashing one's head 
against a wall. � w an� w as aw a 
w ani ir i. Variant: kak1; k'k.

k ù k �b s  v. (past kuk�bsk�)
trim. dal ay a,  s h ir y a,  fer a.

v 'k ù k b ù n. (plural c'kukbu)
finger- or toe-nail (human); claw 
(animal); talon (bird). � u mb a,  
far c e.
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k ú k d ú 1 n.
small drum that goes with larger 
one. k u r k u t u . See: d'kadga; 
kaala.

k ù k d ú 2 v. (past kuk�dku)
squeeze. k u s a,  mat s a da k ar fi.

k ù k k à  k ù k k à adv.
(walking) slowly and 
cumbersomely. di!i- di!i.

k ù k n ú v. (past kukk�nk�)
shake mat or garment to get rid of 
dust. k ak k a!e,  k ar k a� e.

k ù k ù k ù adv.
lower down. � as a- � as a.

k ù l �+ adv.
in a stooping manner, hunched.
w ani ir in du � aw a.

d'k ù l � n. (plural c'kul�)
brain. k w any a. Variant: d'pulu.

k ù l ì s í v. (past kuliski, active noun 
u'kulisi)
collide, hit hard (esp. one's head 
against sth). k ar o ,  � u me.

d'kùlísì n. (plural c'kulisi)
hitting of head against sth.
� u mew a.

k ú l tù v. (past kultku; kultk�)
knock. � w an� w as a.

k ú l ú 1 n. (plural c'kulu)
brain. k w any a.

k ù l ú 2 vt. (past kulku, active noun 
d'kulu)
1) drive metal head of axe, hoe 
(etc.) into handle. k w ak k w afa.
2) stick in (e.g. arrow in target).
t s ir a.

k ù l ù 3 n. (plural s'kulu)
cow-itch; the climbing plant 
Mucana pruriensis. k ar ar a.
Mucuna pruriens.

m 'k ù l ù 4 vn.
1) clearing, preparing virgin land 
for building a farm. s as s ab e,  s ar a 
s ab o n g o na.
2) kind of weeding used as 
punishment where a person has 
to work for many hours without 
straightening up. fo r o  w u r i no ma.

k ú l ú  k $m$ n. (plural kulu k'mn')
edible frog that lives in the silt of 
drying out river-beds and has a 
huge leap. w ani ir in k w a� o .

k ù m v. (past kumk�)
find or get sth from sb or 
somewhere. s amu ,  s ami 
(+no u n),  s ame (+pr o ).

c'kúmú an.
finding of sth sb else has lost.
t s int u w a,  c int u w a.

kùmù vi. (past kúmkù, active noun 
u'kumu)
1) become rich. ar zu t a,  y i ar zik i.
2) find, get sth from sb. s amu ,  
s ami (+no u n),  s ame (+pr o ).
See: kum�.

k ú mb k ú mb ú adj.
concave shape. g ant s ar ar r e.

k ú n cù n. (plural s'kuncu)
pestle.
t a!ar y a.

k ù n g  vyò n v 
[ku�����vjo�nv��]
n.
sth wicked or 
dangerous.
mu g u n ab u .

k'k ú n g s è
[k’ku���se�] n.

(plural 
c'kungse)
lower back.
k w ank w as o .

d'k ù n g ù
[��dku���u�] n.

(plural 
c'kungu)
log, tree stump. g u ng u me,  
k u t u t t u r e.

d'k ú n k ú [��dku��ku�] n. (plural 
c'kunku)
1) potato. dank al i.
2) brick. t u b al i.

k ù n k ù n k ú [ku�nku�nku�] adv.
 (carrying) on shoulders. � au k a-
w u y a.

k ù n k ù n ù [ku�nku�nu�] adv.
dilute, mixed with plenty of water.
du r g u !i,  dag w al g w al o .
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k ú n t$m$ n. (plural kunt'mn')
fruitbat. jemag e.

kúnt&m-kw.ngó n. (plural 
kunt'm kw�ngno)
kind of vampire bat, a very small 
restless bat. w at a ir in y ab ir b ir a.

kúnt&m-gy,zó
red or brown bat, smaller than the 
black bats. w at a ir in y ab ir b ir a.

kúnt&m-rímú
black bat, larger than others. w ani 
ir in jemag e.

k'k ù n tú n. (plural c'kuntu)
blanket. k u nt u ,  b ar g o .

k ù p ù v. (past kupk�; kupku)
trim. dal ay a,  fer a.

d'k ú r b $ n. (plural c'kurb')
1) deep hollow between deep-set 
eyes. g anni,  k w ar mi.
2) a hole thinly covered by a crust 
of earth. fu r u m- fu r ma,  
h u r u nh u r u mi. � � m p ur us ku 
d 'kur b� baa nu'g �v�. I scraped open a 
thinly covered hole when hoeing.

k ù r k  s ' t$ n. (plural kurc s't')
kitchen. � ak in s anw a. See: u'sama
'general cooking place'.

k ;r k ú k ù n.
prison. k u r k u k u . From: Hausa.

k ú r k ú r ú adj.
sharp-looking (of sb with deep-set 
eyes). w u r i- w u r i.

k ú r k ú tù n. (plural kurkutnu)
black biting ant. � w an� w anb is h i.

k'k ù r ú n. (plural c'kuru)
room. � ak i.

c'k ú r ù mb ú s ù n.
chicken-pox. � ar imb au ,  
b a� o ndau r o .

k ù r ù p id.
sound of sth heavy knocking 
against a wall or the ground. w ani 
ir in mo t s i. Variant: karap; k'r'p.

v 'k ú s à n. (plural s'kusa)
nail (tool). � u s a. See: v'm&kl&.
From: Hausa.

k ù s í c' d ón n. (plural kus�m c'don)
brassiere, bra. r ig an mama.

k ù s ú v. (past kusku; kusk�)
leave some amount, do not use all 
of sth. s au r a.

d'k ù s ú 1 n.
piece of cloth. zane.

ì'kùsú n. (plural m'kusu)
man's gown. r ig a,  t ag u w a.

k'kusu n.
wrapper worn by women. zane.

d'k ù s ù 2 n. (plural c'kusu)
heap, pile. t ar i,  t u l i,  � imb i,  jib g i,  
k u mma- k u mma. Emphatic Plural: 
c'kùsù-c'kúsù.

k ú t id.
'snap' - noise made by rope 
breaking. � ir e. Variant: kat; k�t; 
hyus.

k ù tk n ú adv.
mixed together. g ar w ay a.

k ù tk s  v. (past kutksk�)
mix together. h au t s u na.

k ù tk ù v.
put sth together to one side. jib g e.

d'k ú tù n.
together. g ama� e.

ì'k ù tù n. (plural m'kutu)
thigh. c iny a,  k at ar a.

k ù tù mb $ n.
mixture of two soups, or mush 
food and soup served in the one 
bowl.

k ù u id.
rumble, growl (noise made by 
stomach). c ida,  g u nji.

k ù u ì n id.
rising and falling of muscle after it 
is pinched; children's play. t as h i.

k ù u tk ù n. (plural kuutkunu)
small lizard-eating bird of prey, 
the name given from the call. t ay a 
ni r aino ,  t ay a ni g o y o . Kaupifalco 
monogrammicus. See: pàa gòngò
(same bird).
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k ù u t; v. (past kùutk7)
smoke (of fire), smoulder, 
fumigate. c i s annu - s annu  b a 
h ar s h e w u t a.

àm k7utk7 n.
blister which has collected pus 
and congealed blood. w ani ir in 
b o r o r o .

k ù z �s  v. (past kùz$sk%, active noun 
ù'kùz%s$)
cancel a planned meeting, change 
or nullify. fas ad da,  dag a.

k ù z g n ù n. (plural s'kuzgnu)
hunter's pepper; plant whose 
stalks are used for binding the 
frame of a grass roof. The shrub 
also provides medicine for 
scorpion bites. k w iw a,  k imb ar  
mah ar b a. Adenodolichos 
paniculatus; Lantana salvifolia.

k ù z ú v. (past kúzkù)
give up, disown, refuse to 
recognize or decide not to do sth 
or go somewhere. fas h i.

kùz$s% v. (past kùz$sk%)
postpone, put off. � ag a,  fas a,  s a 
a mal a.

ù'kúzú n.
renegade, deserter; sb who 
changes his mind. g u du  dag a,  y a 
da.

k w a 1 = kwan.
k w à 2 v. (past kwàgká)

circumvent, go around. g ew ay a. �
A c aav kw a l# v�n s # m# . When you 
go, you should go by the side of the hill.
Variant: kwaga.

k w à 3 v. (past kwàaká)
1) skim off, cut, scrape, pare.
y a� a,  r e� e.
2) cut or trim the ends or 
unneeded parts. y ank a.

k w à a k á v.
k w à a l à n. (plural s'kwala)

kind of hardwood tree - Burkea 
africana. mak ar fo . Burkea africana.

k w á a n à 1 v. (past kwanka)
tuck in, tie up garment (e.g. 
loincloth), tying up the flapping 
parts of clothing. s an� e.

k w à a n à 2 n.
kind of sexually transmitted 
disease, syphilis, gonorrhea etc.
c iw o n s any i,  t u njer e.

ì'k w á a n ò n. (plural m'kwano)
metal bowl, basin. k w ano . From: 
Hausa.

k w á a s à v. (past kwáaskà)
shave off all hair. � u ndu me. �
T�m kw aas a d 'kond o buku. I will 
shave my head completely tomorrow.

d'kwàasà n.
kind of tradition practiced by Lelna 
where all the hair is shaved off to 
end a period of mourning. al ' ada.

k w á d id.
stuffed. c u s h e. Variant: kwak.

k w á d  ms è v. (past kwad�mske)
smack. � a� a. Variant: kwat�mse, 
kwat�mske.

k w à g á = kwa3.
k'k w á g mà n. (plural c'kwagma)
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1) cornstalk bed (sometimes used 
as fence). k w ar fo n k ai,  k ar ag a.
2) skull, bony part of head. � o � o n 
k ai.

ù'kwágmà
c'k w à g mà n.

tattoo on temples. ak anza.
k w à g r à p id.

sound of cornstalks rustling when 
they fall down. k ak as .

k w a k = kwad.
k w à k à n. (plural s'kwaka)

tree similar to a palm bearing 
large hard edible pods. k w ak w a.
Elaeis guineensis. Variant: 
kwakwa. From: Hausa.

k w a k w a = kwaka.
d'k w á l b á n. (plural c'kwalba)

bottle. k w al ab a. From: Hausa.
k w à n n.

'smut fungus' guinea corn.
do mana,  b u r t u nt u na. Variant: 
kwa3.

v 'k w à n n. (plural s'kwan)
1) hair from a cow or horse tail 
used to wisk away flies (a fly 
switch). izg a.
2) bow or string made from animal 
hair for playing musical 
instruments. izg a. � Ak�n e l t a e m 
c 'moolo �n s 'kw an. Children make 
musical instruments with animal hair.

k w á n d á s adv.
distinctly, clearly. t ang ar am,  
g ar ai. See: kyandas.

k w à n d #k $ n. (plural kand'kn')
kind of snake. w ani ir in mac iji.

d'k w à n d #k $ n.
special kind of sewing (of a 
broken calabash). � ink in � w ar y a 
w ani ir i,  � ink in s aar k a b as it s a.

v 'k w à n -d #k $ n. (plural 
s'kwan-d'k')
hair of horse's tail. izg a,  t s ag iy a.

k w á n g à [kwa���a�] v.
sit astride or with legs open. w ar e 
� afa.

k w á n g r à m [kwa����a�m] adj.
1) bare, dry. b u s h e.
2) sound of sth hard falling. k ar o .

d'k w á n k n à [��dkwa��kna�] n.
provocative action. g ang an.

m 'k w á n k n à [�$m’kwa��kna�] adv.
without having thought about the 
matter properly. r as h in s au r ar a 
w a w ani ir i.

k w á n k w á [kwa��kwa�] n. (plural 
s'kwankwa)
small horn blown by hunters 
carrying bush meat. k o b ir a,  
k w ab ir a.

k'k w á n ò n.
pan. k w ano . From: Hausa.

v 'k w à n tà n. (plural s'kwanta)
ring. zo b e.

k w à n tà mé n. (plural kwantamne)
chameleon. h aw ainiy a,  
h anw aw a. Variant: kw�nt�me.

k w à p id.
drenched or soaked in liquid and 
looking dirty. ji� a. Variant: kw�p.

k w à p �r k w à p r ò adv.
hurriedly, without paying attention.
r as h in k as a h ank al i w u r in y in 
ab u ,  h amzar i w ani ir i.

k w à r à p id.
(double) sound of sth large falling 
down. g w ar af. See: kw�r�p.

k w á r  ms è v. (past kwar�mske, 
active noun u'kwar�mse)
chase a person or scare an 
animal away. k adak a fir g it a da.

k w á r mà v. (past kwar�mka)
be scared away; become aware of 
sth bad or an arrangement to 
harm one. far g a w ani ir i.

k w á t id.
very salty. � au .

k w a ta p = kw�t�p; kwitip.
k w a t+ms e v. (past kwat�mske) = 

kwad�mse.
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k'k w à tè n.
box. ak w at i,  s an� u k i,  k w al i.
From: ?

k w �u id.
crash - noise of sth falling and 
breaking. mo t s in fa� u w a w ani 
ir i.

d'k w  n. (plural c'kw�)
gourd, used to hold liquid such as 
medicine. g o r a.

k w � v. (past kw$�k%)
scrape or hoe up. b ec e,  far � a.

k'k w � n. (plural c'kw�)
bark. !aw o .

v 'k w � n. (plural s'kw�)
knee lock in wrestling. dab ar an 
k o k aw a (k at ar a).

k w   w �& r � n. (plural c'kw� w��r�)
prickly kind of (self-sown) sorrel.
� ai� ay i k u w a,  r amanniy a.
Hibiscus asper; Urena lobata.

k w  +g � v. (past kw��gk�, active noun 
u'kw��gu)
dip out, scoop out, pour off small 
amount of sth, empty out.
� w ar fac e,  r efat a.

d'kw%�g% n. (plural c'kw��g�)
one scoop of mush food. mar an 
t u w o ,  mal mal a.

c'k w �+g ù n.
traditional communal hoeing of 
certain areas to mark the end of 
the rainy season. no ma w u r in 
g ado .

k w �+k � v.
1) become less dark. w ay e.
2) become dawn. g ar i y a w ay e.

k w �+r ì 1 n.
kind of tree that sprouts or grows 
new leaves during the dry season.
g aw o .

k w �+r ì 2 n. (plural kw��rni)
kind of midge. Kw ++r +n el  t a em 
c ' s en h /d g w er g w er ne nu  c o po .

k w �+s  v. (past kw$�sk%)
take off covering. � eb e,  l u l l u b i. �
K w ��s � k'kus u, �v hav �v z ola. Take 
off your wrapper, and go and have a 
bath.

k w �+tì n. (plural kw��tni)
small kind of bat. jemag e.

k w  k  n. (plural s'kw�k�)
lower back - rear lumbar region.
k w ank w as o .

k w  k t l id.
stuffed fat, thick-set. t u b u l l u k i.

k w �mb �m adv.
shaped like a low arch or dome.
k ife.

k w �n  b k -d ' k à d è n.
malodorous wild lily shrub - kind 
of bush onion. al b as ar  k u r u .

k w �n b  n. (plural s'kw�nb�)
okra stalk. k u !ew a.

d'kw%nb$ n. (plural c'kw�nb�)
okra fruit. k u !ew a.

kw%n$b-c'kw/�t.
kw%n$b-d/r/
kw%n$b-l.nd/
kw%n$b-nùgwèsé
kw%n$b-nùhólà

k w  n g  [kw������] n. (plural c'kw�ng�)
old or used loincloth. t s o fo n 
w al k i.
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k w  r g k � adj.
clean. w ay e. See: i'kw��k�.

ù'k w  r g ú v.
become clear after rain. dau k ew a.

d'k w  r íyá n. (plural s'kw�riya) = 
d'kwíryà.

d'k w  s  n. (plural c'kw�s�)
bean cake. � o s ai.

k w  t mk � v.
crumble. mar mas h e.

k w  tk � v. (past kw�tkk�)
knead a ball of sth. c u r a,  
du n� u l a.

d'kw$tk% n. (plural c'kw�tk�)
1) dumplings, food kneaded into 
small balls. du n� u l i. Variant: 
d'b&nk$ll& (Ribah dialect).
2) porridge or gruel made from 
these dumplings. t u w o .
3) a hard boil (often without any 
pus), common on animals from 
injuries. mar u r u .

s 'k w è b �l s è v.
cleverly refuse an offer or 
invitation to do sth, dodge or avoid 
a responsibility. k au c iy a.

k w é b  r s k è v.
cleverly avoid or 'get out of' doing 
sth. � in y in ab u  da w ay o .

k w è b é n. (plural kwebne)
ant-eater. dab u g i,  dab g i.

d'k w è cé n. (plural c'kwece)
tuft. zank o .

k w è cn à n. (plural kwec�nna)
carpet viper. g ajer e.

d'k w é ed è n. (plural c'kweede)
lock, padlock. ma� u l l i,  k u b a.

k w è g á v. (past kwegaka, active noun 
m'kwega)
1) lay or make a fire. h u r a w u t a.
2) take good care of sth. l u r a da.

k w è g b ò o adv.
crouching in readiness to act.
t ak u r a,  du � e.

k w è g n à v. (past kweg�nka)
set, lay or make a fire (ready for 
lighting). h a� a w u t a.

k w è mb n è n. (plural kwemb�nne)
kind of snake. w ani ir in mac iji.

k w è n á r é n.
small shrub planted for its black or 
brownish seeds, which are eaten.

k w è r á v. (past kweraka)
end up (in sth happening).
k ar k ar e da.

d'kwèrá n.
end, end of an act. � ar s h en ab u .

k w è r cé n.
act of poisoning or bewitching sb 
by rubbing or eating sth, charm, 
spell. k w ar c e,  s ammu .

ù'k w è r é n.
guinea corn pollen. b u nu ni.

k w é r g à n.
gravelly area. w u r in du t s e.

k w è r k w é r é n. (plural kwerkwerne)
kind of red tree-ant.
� w an� w anb is h i.

k w è r mà n. (plural kwer�mna)
smallest kind of mouse found in 
Lelna areas, the Jumping Mouse.
w ani ir in k u s u . Rattus morio.

c'k w è s á an.
1) discriminate. nu na b amb anc i,  
w ar iy a. Variant: c'k��ko.
2) example. mis al i.

k w è s á k à v.
alarm or show. nu na,  g w ada.
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ì  k w è s á k à v phrase.
index, sth that points or indicates.
y a nu na.

k w è z è n. (plural kwezne)
ground squirrel, or the lesser 
Bush Baby (Demidoff's Galago).
k u r eg e,  b eg w a. Variant: kwèzé.

m 'k w é z g à n.
barren land or poor-quality farm 
land. h u l u l u w a,  s h a!u w a.

k w é z k w é z é adv.
neatly arranged, clean. t s ab t ac e.

m 'k w � n.
1) act of walking stealthily to catch 
sth. s int ir i,  l a!a!a,  y i s an� a.
2) ambush, lying in wait to catch 
sb. fak o ,  h a� o .

kw�kw�kw� id.
walking stealthily to catch sth. y i 
s an� a.

k w � 1 adv.
all, completely, both. du k a,  r ak af,  
s ar ai,  c if,  g ab a � ay a,  k af.

k w �2 n.
red/orange-bellied Senegal parrot.
k al o .

k w �b � v. (past kw�b�k�)
scoop out a small amount. � ib aw a 
k a� an,  k w ar fat a.

d'k w �b l � = d'kw�bl'.
d'k w �b l 3 v.

scoop out a large amount of soup 
with the mush food - 'using four 
finger to eat'. s h an- miy a. Variant: 
d'kw�bl�.

k w � d  ms è v. (past kw�d�mske)
smack one's slips. � a� an b ak i.

k'k w �d � n.
1) desire. mar mar i.
2) wait expectantly. s au r ar a.

k w �d � 1 v. (past kw�d�k�)
beg, desire to get sth from sth, 
e.g. cadging a meal. k w a� ai.

k w �d �2 n. (plural kw�dn�)
kind of rodent (mouse, rat etc.).
g u ddu .

k w �d �& id.
sitting with a bent body for a long 
time. zama du k e w u r i � ay a.

k w �d �t id.
hooked, with hooks.
l an� w as as s h e.

k w � d t� v. (past kw�dtk�)
scoop, dip out all. k w andah e.

k w �& n. (plural kw��n�)
morning dove. k u r c iy ar  jeji.
Streptopelia decipiens.

k w �& d � v. (past kw��dk�)
repair well, finish sth off nicely.
mai ar afic i.

k'k w �& l có n.
illness which makes a person 
belch 'sourness' from his 
stomach.

ì'k w �& l có n. (plural m'kw��lco)
fragment of calabash used for 
scooping mush out of a pot. mar a.
� N i  kw # # lc �n nan �lk t � d 'g a. The 
mush food is dipped out with a scooper.

k w & & l & v. (past kw��lk�) = k''.
k w �& l � v. (past kw.�lk/)

scratch (sth). k w azu r a.
k w �& l ò id.

dipping out mush food in 
calabash-dipper-fuls. k w as a.

k w �& l s é v. (past kw��lske)
scratch an itching place. s o s a.

k w �& ms � v. (past kw��msk�)
move stealthily to catch sth, coax.
l al l a!a.

s 'k w �& n � n.
kind of shrill song sung by girls.
mu r y a mai k ar fi.

k w � & t mk w � n. (plural 
kw��t�mkw�n�)
Long-tailed Shrike. w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u . Corvinella corvina.

m 'k w � & t� n.
chaff, the dust which rises when 
winnowing. � ai� ay i,  h anc i.

k w �& t� n.
measles. das u s u ,  b a� o n dau r o .
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k w �& t� r ù s mú n. (plural s'kw��t� 
rusmu) fas k ar a t o y i.

k w �& t�r ù s mú n.
burr, seed case which sticks to 
animals' fur. � ar ang iy a.

k w � & tk � v.
eagerly desire, have longing.
� u l afac i.

ì'kw/�tk. n.
a felt urgent need for immediate 
action on sth. � ar ar a.

k w �& v� n. (plural s'kw��v�)
speed. s au r i,  g ag g aw a.

k w � f id.
1) squatting position. t s u g u no .
See: kwof.
2) astride - with one leg on either 
side. zaman a w ar e � afa. See: 
k'f.

k w �g d � v. (past kw�g�dk�)
squat (down). t s u g u na.

d'kw.gdò n.
go to toilet, act of squatting and 
passing excrement. t s u g u no .

ù'kw/gdó v.
squat. t s u g u na.

k w & h en = k'h'n.
k w �k id.

sound of sth dry falling on a hard 
surface. mo t s in fa� u w a.

d'k w �k k w �d ú n. (plural 
c'kw�kkw�du)
hammer. mak o � i.

k w �k t� v. (past kw�ktk�)
start off, set off very suddenly or 
quickly. nu fa,  do s a k w at s am.

ì'k w �l có n. (plural s'kw�lco)
kind of spoon. c o k al i.

k w �l � n. (plural kw�l�n�)
traditional distinctive marking 
below each eye carried out by 
Lelna. k w al e.

k w � l � jì n.
college. k w al eji,  jami' a. From: 
English.

v 'k w �mb � n. (plural s'kw�mb�)
fish-hook. � u g iy a. Variant: 
v'kw�mbo.

k w �mb �& m id.
lean-looking, thin and ill.
r amamme w ani ir i.

v 'k w & mb o = v'kw�mb�.
k'k w �n n. (plural c'kw�n)

scabies, craw-craw. � azw a,  
� y amb i.

d'k w � n � n.
last bit of, end of. � ar s h e.

k w �n �n � id.
very prolific, producing much fruit.
k ar ank at s a.

k w �n g [kw����] id.
stench of a decaying corpse.
� w ai.

k w �n g ó [kw����o�] n.
kind of bat. c ib ir b ir a.

k w � n t� 1 n.
chameleon. h aw ainiy a,  
h anw aw a.

k w � n t�2 v. (past kw�ntk�)
become tired of waiting or putting 
hope on getting sth uncertain. g aji 
dajir a.

k w �n t�& m id.
very lean-looking. r amamme.

k w �p id.
soggy, drenched, soaked. ji� ak k e 
w ani ir i. Variant: kwap.

k w �r �p id.
sound of falling, usu. onto one's 
hands and knees. g w ar af. Variant: 
kwarap.

k w � r k w � r � adj.
very small. k w iy a k w iy a,  mu r i-
mu r i,  mir i- mir i.

k w �s  m tá n tá n b �d � n.
cock pigeon. k at u t u .

k w �s  m v�n  h w ì cì n.
(G'lm') guide, leader. jag ab a.

kw.s$m v%n dìm$ n.
leader in charge of the back line.
jag ab a.
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kw.s$m v%n g&lm& n.
(general) G'lm' team leader.
jag ab an k u ng iy ar  g o l mo .

k w �s b # v.
swear. k u nt u - b il l ah i.

k w �s �1 n.
a special traditional reed-flute 
used in the Lelna traditional 
religion. s h es h e.

k w �s �2 n. (plural kw�s�n�)
friend. ab o k i,  � aw a.

c'kw.s. n.
friendship. ab o t a.

k w �s m� n. (plural kw�s�mn�)
male friend of similar age. namiji.

k w � t mk � v.
shrivel, cause sth to become dry 
or curled. y i t amo ji.

c'k w �t�ms � v.
decorate, prepare. y i ado . � U  
e maka d �k�v-s kom c 'kw # t �ms #  
hw # d i . He has decorated his bicycle.

k w �t�p id.
drenched, looping very weak.
jik ak k e. Variant: kwatap; kw�p.

k w � ttú adj.
a little, small amount. k a� an. See: 
c�ttu.

k w 7u id.
sound of sth crushed. r u g u r g u je.

k w �ú n id.
sound of breaking wind. � w i.

c'k w �z  óop á num. (plural s'z�ngus 
il�)
two hundred (200). � ar i b iy u .

d'k w �z �n  óop á num.
thirty (30). t al at in.

d'k w �z � n. (plural c'kw�z�)
twenty. as h ir in,  is h ir in.

k w �z k w �z � id.
drizzling, showering. y ay y afi. See: 
kwizkwizi.

k w ì adj.
1) full of good resting shade. w u r i 
mai inu w a.
2) completely shut door. r u fe 
� o fa.

k w ì b í n. (plural kwibni)
orphan. mar ay a,  k at ang al a.

m'kwìbí n.
being orphaned, orphanhood, 
being an orphan. mar aic i.

m 'k w ì b í n.
person with no visible means of 
support, and/or no relatives.
k at ang al a.

k w ì cí v. (past kwiciki)
throw sth into a pile, heap up.
zu b s h e.

d'kwìcbì n. (plural c'kwicbi 
c'kwicbi)
pile, heap, abundance. t u l i.

k w ícící id.
small, very small, smallest.
k u t s it s i.

k w ì d í v. (past kwidiki)
stoop or bend (back) down to do 
sth. du � a.

k w íd ír k ì v.
take care or, treat well (esp. of 
hunting dog.). k iw o  s o s ai. � Maas e  
kw i d i r ki  �m�v r u. Mase has treated 
his dog well.

m 'k w ì g cí n.
leaves of the baobab tree. k u k a.

k w íg íg í id.
puffiness, puffed up. h u k u k u .

k w ì g r ì i adv.
crouching, skulking. du � u  du � u ,  
du ddu � a. � � m h# nko noc  o a p ag  
kw i g r i i . I saw a person crouched in 
hiding. � � m h# nko hi vi , u e l 
kw i g r i -kw i g r i  ni 'c umunkunnu. I saw 
a thief crouching away in the darkness.

k w ì g r ì k w ì g r ì adv.
doubled over because of pain in 
the stomach. s anda- s anda.

d'k w ì ir ù n. (plural c'kwiiru)
1) yam-heap. t ar in do y a.
2) heap of ploughed or hoed soil.
b u ng a,  t s ib i.

m 'k w ín n.
powder, usu ground locust bean 
tree pods. g ar in � o r o w a. Variant: 
m'kwinkwin.
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k w ì n cì  k w ì n cì id.
gathering, accumulating.
t at t ar u w a.

k w ín g [kw����] id.
1) quite replete, full, just right.
daidai,  t at il .
2) tightened hard (of a drum). t am,  
k ank an.

m 'k w in k w in = m'kwin.
d'k w ì n t� n. (plural c'kwint�)

hoe - general name for hoes 
made locally, 
for weeding 
and other 
cultivation.
far t any a.

k w ì n t d  z $,r è n.
kind of rodent or mouse. k u s u ,  
w ani ir in !er a. Variant: 
hyanhyan risi.

k w ín ts k � v.
squint, half-close. r int s a ido . � U  
kw i ns t k� i s � kad a hy ond  uv u. He 
half-closed his eyes to stop smoke from 
getting in them.

k w ír  mk � v.
subside. k w ant a,  s ab e.

c'k w ír í1 an.
lower status. � as � as t a,  � as � as c i.

c'k w ì r í2 n.
lamentable, serious in though, 
calm. k o k a,  s h ir u ,  da s any in r ai.

d'k w ì r í n.
blister preceding the issue of 
guinea worm. h ang ar a,  
k u mb u r in k u k a.

k w ì r ì p id.
sudden descent into darkness.
dak u s h e k w ar am.

k w ír k w ír í id.
small and rounded. � an� ane 
mu l mu l al l u .

k w ír k w ír yá n.
fable, let's tell each other fables, 
introduction to riddle or children's 
game. g at a nan g at a nan,  
t a� anda.

k w ír m� v. (past kwir�mk�)
go out, extinguish gradually. b ic e.

d'k w ír yá n. (plural c'kwirya)
the small helping drum, 
accompanying the larger drum.
k u r k u t u .

k w ì s í v. (past kwisiki)
1) reduce, leave a remainder.
r ag a.
2) forgive, pardon. g afar t a.

d'kwìsí n.
leniency, pardoning, forgiveness.
afu w a,  g afar t a. See: d'kwizi.

k w ì tì p id.
drenched. ji� a s o s ai. Variant: 
kwatap.

d'k w ì z í n.
changing one's decision. fas aw a.

k w ì z k w ì z ì v.
drizzle, rain lightly . y ay y afi.
Variant: kw�zkw�z�.

k w of = kw�f.
k yá excl.

okay, accepting eagerly. madal l a.
m 'k yá n.

locally-brewed beer. b ar as a,  g iy a,  
b u r k u t u .

ù'k yá a b á n.
rattle made with a calabash 
played to accompany a drum.
c ik a s au r a,  k ac ak au r a.

k yá a b ò v. (past kyaabka)
sing in a group as a means of 
encouragement. y i w a� a t ar e.

k yà a k á v. (past kyaakka)
plan to divide sth. s h ir y a r ab aw a.

k yà a k n à n.
small guinea corn stalks or bean 
plants which are poor, cut near 
harvest-time for fodder. k ak k ar y a.

k yà a n id.
torn apart, ripping and tearing 
sound. dar . Variant: pyàan.

ù'k yà a n k yá a n [u�kja���kja��n] v.
act senselessly. mai s h ig ar  
h au k a.
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k yà b k yà b à id.
speckled. dab b ar e- dab b ar e. See: 
kiskisi; kebkebe.

k yá d á s id.
clear. t ang ar am,  � ar ar a,  g ar ai.
Variant: kyangas.

i'k ya g n a = i'cagna.
k yà iin adj.

dissension, noise made when two 
or more people are in an uproar at 
a misunderstanding, confused 
disagreement. h avg it s i.

k yá in id.
roar, growl, bark, causing an 
uproar. r u r i.

k yá k id.
settled plonk! the sound of cutting 
hard wood with an axe. jir if.

k yà k ò o ad.
absent-mindedly, standing in a 
not-really-with-it manner. t s ay e.

k yà k s à l id.
expression of amazement at how 
thin and weak sth seems to be.
t s ay u w a r amamme.

k yá l id.
spark, twinkle, glint of fire. � y al l i.

k yá n d á s id.
clearly, without obstruction or 
difficulty. g ar ai. Variant: kwandas.

k yá n g á  yò g ò [kja���a� jo��o�] n. (plural 
kyanga yogno)
male guinea fowl. namijin zab o .

k ya n g a s = kyadas.
d'k yá n g n í [��d’kja���n��] n. (plural 

c'kyangni)
circumcised penis. b u r ar  da ak a 
y iw a k ac iy a.

k yá r á t id.
(see) clearly, without obstruction 
or difficulty. g ani s o s ai.

k yá r b á t id.
sudden entry, rushing or bumping 
into sb or sth. s h ig a w ani ir i.
Variant: kyurbut.

k yà s id.
1) crash, as in the falling down of 
an egg from on top of sth, 
crashing to the ground. � ar ar  
k ar o . Variant: ky's.
2) banging, piercing sound. b u g e-
b u g e. See: ky's.

k yá t = ky't.
k yà u r à  k yà u r à id.

trampling, stomping all over.
t at t ak aw a. Variant: kyaure 
kyaure; g��ge g��ge.

k ya u r e k ya u r e = kyaura kyaura.
k y� v. (past ky��k�)

press down. t au s a,  danna.
Variant: ky��g�, ky��gk�.

ky$�ms% v. (past ky��msk�)
press down deep. danna.

k y�+g  v. (past ky��gk�, active noun 
u'ky��gu)
stuff sth in; use hands to press sth 
down. k ims a. See: ky�.

k y +ms � v. (past ky��msk�)
v 'k yó n. (plural s'kyo)

furrow, or ridge for planting crops.
k u ny a.

k yò r ó v. (past kyòrókò)
pierce, bore. h u da.

d'k yò r ó n. (plural c'kyoro)
unhafted, used (of a hoe or axe).
k w anc e.

k yós ó id.
sudden unexpected meeting.
!u l l o ,  k ic i!is ,  k u t u ng u !u s .

k y, v. (past ky&'k,)
tangle, seize sth by force, 
catching and squeezing it.
c ik w ik w iy a.

k y#k r #n $ n.
soup ingredient. k ay an miy a.

k y$k s ò n. (plural ky'ksno)
cockroach. k y ank y as o .
Dictyoptera.

ky&ks rimuni (plural ky&ks�n 
rimane)
Death's head cockroach, a smelly 
type of cockroach. k y ank y as o .
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ù'k y$k s ò n.
a disease like ringworm which 
affects the skin. k y as fi,  majau ,  
ma� er o ,  k u r ec i. � K y �ks o e l t u 
r y aa noc  hy an u'w # d # . Ringworm eats 
a person's skin.

k y$k t# v. (past ky'ktk')
dig with a stick or hoe with 
difficulty on the ground, pawing or 
scraping off hard ground. k ar t a 
w ani ir i.

k y$m id.
sitting balanced. dar am,  zau na 
daidai,  da!as .

k y$mp k y$mp ò id.
floundering like a scatter-brain, 
acting senselessly. b u du m-
b u du m,  b u ja- b u ja.

k y$mp s k $ v.
muddle up, mess up by hasty 
action. b u r k u t a,  b u r k u t u ,  
k ir mit s a,  k ar mat s a.

k y#mp s $ v. (past ky'mpsk')
botch some work, do a bad job of 
sth. jag w ag g w a!a.

k y$n cò n. (plural s'ky'nco)
shoulder. k afa� a.

k y#n t# n. (plural ky'ntn')
Broad-winged Katydid, a smelly 
green flying grasshopper with a 
large abdomen, said to be 
poisonous. w ani ir in � w ar o ,  
far ar  t u mfafiy a. Microcentrum 
rhombifolium.

k y$,k # v.
kick and squeeze. b ang aza,  
mang aza.

k y#,m$ n. (plural ky''mn')
sheep. t u mak i,  t u nk iy a,  r ag o .
Ovis. Variant: c,'m'.

v 'k y$,r ò n.
(in a) row, line, lined up. r andam,  
jer i,  l ay i,  s ah u .

ky&r&r& id.
1) people or animals moving 
together in rows, trooping in.
� u ng iy a k an t afiy a.
2) steady flow of a liquid. s ar s ar .

k y$,t# k y#,t# id.
trotting walk, long staggering 
steps, staggering or swerving 
from side to side. w u l l e.

k y$p ò n. (plural c'ky'po)
eyebrow, eye lash or eye lids.
dag ar y a,  g ir a,  k ar b u . See:
u'gy'mbo.

ù'k y$p ò n.
smithy - blacksmith's hut or 
workshop. � ak in � ir a. Variant: 
k'ky&pó.

k y#r k r # n. (plural ky'kr'n')
fresh okra fruit cut into pieces and 
dried. b u s as s ar  k u b ew a.

k y$s id.
1) crash. � ar ar  k ar o ,  r as . See: 
kyas.
2) piercing, banging sound. h u da,  
s o k a,  t s o ne.

k y$s k y$s $ id.
possessed by an evil spirit, 
insane. ju ju . See: c'sc's'.

k y#s m$ v. (past ky's�mk')
1) sway body when dancing.
r aw ar  (da).
2) be a lout or fool. y i w au t a,  
s u s anc i.

k y,s , v.
pierce, crack. h u da.

k y$t id.
snap! twang! the sound of an 
arrow being released from a bow 
or something pinging like a string 
being cut. � ir e. Variant: kyat; 
kyut.

k y#tm$ v.
pinch, pluck, play instrument 
pizzicato. b u g a,  mu nt s u na,  
t s u ng u l a.

k y$t$ v.
pinch, pluck. k w ant al a. See: t'k'.

k yù v. (past kyuuku)
press down with a stick, dip a 
stick into. danna,  t au s a.

k yú k  k yú k id.
walking with heavy steps. t im t im.
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k yù k r ù n. (plural kyuk�rnu)
nitwit, stupid person. da� i� i,  
do s h ir o .

m'kyùkrù n.
stupidity, foolishness. da� i� anc i.

k yù k tú v. (past kyuktku)
ram in repeatedly, pound (e.g. 
earth into hole). c ac c ak a,  
t s at t s ag a. See: kyu.

k yú n k s ì [kju��ks��] v. (past kyunkski)
meet or come across sb or sth 
suddenly. k ac ib is ,  k u t u ng u b u s .

d'k yú n k s ì [��dkju��ks��] adv.
very near. du ndu !u .

k yú n k ù tù [kju��kju�tu�] n. (plural 
kyunkutnu)
leper, perhaps missing fingers or 
toes. k u t u r u ,  da� as ar i.

k yú n tù v.
coincide, stumble upon, 
accidentally meet come across or 
find sb or sth unexpectedly. g amo  
da k at ar  k ac ib is .

d'k yú n tù n.
heel. du ndu niy a.

k yú r  ms ì v. (past kyur�mski)
fill up with, over stay, overdo sth.
g u mr e.

k yu r b u t1 = kyarbat.
k yú r b ú t2 id.

plop, sound of sth small and 
round dropping into water. mat s i 
w ani ir i,  t s il l u ma.

k yú r mì id.
sprout suddenly, grow and 
suddenly become large. g u m,  
g u ma,  g u mfar e.

k yù r mù n. (plural kyurumnu)
deaf person. k u r ma.

m'kyùrmù n.
deafness (partial or full). k u r ma-
k u r ma.

d'k yù r ú n. (plural c'kyuru)
1) club, cudgel; a heavy stick with 
a thick end, staff. g u l me,  g w ami,  
k u l k i,  g w al ma.
2) the capital to start up a 
business. jal l i.

k yú r ú mk ù v.
become deaf. zama k u r ma.

k yu t = ky't.
k yú tú r k ù v.

be stunted. t s au r ar e.
k yú u 1 id.

muddled, in confusion or uproar, 
the sound of much angry speech.
h ar g it s e,  !ik inc e.

k yù u 2 adv.
suddenly (come up). r ija.

k yù u l s í v. (past kyuulski)
1) cause sb's downfall, waste sb's 
time. !at a l o k ac i.
2) distract, disrupt sb's work.
du l mu y a.

k yù u tí v. (past kyuutki, active noun 
kyuutu)
lean lightly on a stick. do g ar a,  
do g ar e.

L   -  l

l á 1 v.
are. ne,  k e.

l à 2 part.
but, (used for emphasis). amma.

l à 3 n.
1) stumble. y i t u nt u !e.
2) mistake. k u s k u r e.

l á a b è n. (plural laabene)
kind of fish. b a� in k ifi.

l à a g  v g $m$ n.
title given to a golmo person.
s h aida mu l k in ab u . � El nan ka 
noc  g �mc  �n laag �v g �m� - g �l�m 
an s # nc e . A person can be given this 
title in the Senchi tradition.
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l à a g ò n. (plural laagno)
mad person. mah au k ac i.

l à a k á n.
sisal plant - used for making rope.
w ani ir in g any en da a k e y in 
ig iy a da s h i.

l á a l á b � id.
it would have been. dama.

l à a l é n. (plural s'laale)
tamarind tree, an evergreen tree 
with yellow flowers with red 
streaks and pods containing an 
edible acid pulp. t s amiy a.
Tamarindus indica.

d'làalé n. (plural c'laale)
tamarind fruit. t s amiy a.

s'laale n.
leaves of the tamarind tree.
g any en t s amiy a.

l à a ms á v. (past laamska)
flatter, appease, appeal to.
l al l ame. Variant: l��ms�; l��mk�.

d'l à a s à n.
loose and untucked, hanging out 
(of clothing). s ak e.

k'l à a s à n. (plural c'laasa)
city wall, ramparts round a town.
g ar u ,  g anu w a,  k at ang .

l à b á 1 v. (past labka)
poison, apply poison to sth (e.g. 
an arrow head for hunting). l a� a 
dafi.

m'làbá n.
poison (any). dafi,  g u b a. See: 
deeld m'laba
'poison arrow'.

k'l à b à n. (plural 
c'laba)
muzzle. c amfo ,  
t ak u nk u mi,  
addab ar i.

v 'l à b à n. (plural s'laba)
sling, maybe for a sword. h amil a.

l à b à 2 n. (plural labana)
catfish. k u l l u me,  t ar w a� a.

l à b à s á v. (past labaska)
hide, put or keep sth out of sight.
ma� e.

làbèsé v. (past labeske)
hide, stay hidden (self). !o y e.

m 'l à d é n.
potash. k anw a.

l à d ò o id.
the way a hyena stands and 
balances. t s ay e.

làdò làdò id.
walking like a hyena. t afiy a ir in 
na k u r a.

l à g à vt. (past lagka)
1) stop! do not do that! leave. b ar i.
2) allow, let (sb do sth). y ar da.

k'l à il à i n.
membrane. t ant ani,  mu r fi.

l á in id.
cling, slick like a leech to sb/sth.
k an� a.

l á k id.
with a snatching or wrencing 
movement. fig a,  fizg e.

l á k à 1 v.
used to do sth, did it in the past 
(but not any more). da y i w ani 
ab u . � L ak d #  a c a e m c �n hau. We 
used to come to your place.

l à k á 2 v.
be spattered. dam!ar e.

l à k �n s á v. (past lak�nska)
stick to, attach to. damfar a,  
� an� ame.

l á k é e id.
stuck fast. ma� e.

v 'l á k k á n.
sb inseparable from sb else, 
clinger. ma� e,  l a� e,  ma� e� e.

l á k l á k á 1 id.
chatterbox, a person who talks 
incessantly. k y ak k y a!i.
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ù'lákláká n.
talkativeness. s u r u t u .

l à k l à k à 2 id.
almost full, more than half full.
k u s an c ik ak k e.

l à k n á v. (past lak�nka)
stick on, seal up. damfar e.

v 'l à k ó n. (plural s'lako)
whip. b au ji,  b u l ah .

c'l à k tá n.
1) spoiled fruit.
2) the white substance found 
under the foreskin of an 
uncircumcised penis.

l à k tk á v.
smear. l al l a!a.

m 'l à l à n.
madness. h au k a. Variant: m'na.

l à l à l à id.
pounce, climb onto a wall or tree 
like a cat or lizard. h aw an it ac e.

v 'l à l à l à n.
epilepsy. far fadiy a.

l à l à s á v. (past lalaska, active noun 
u'lalasa)
walk away unnoticed, perhaps 
taking sth away (may imply 
stealing but not very serious).
� au k a k a w u c e. See: l�l�s�
(similar).

l à l g à vi. (past lalgka, active noun 
s'lalga)
1) crawl (e.g. an insect on one's 
body). y i r ar r afe,  y i mait a.
2) climb hill. h au .

l à l k � vi. (active noun s'lalko)
discuss. t at t au na.

s 'l à l k ò vn.
1) speech. mag ana,  jaw ab i.
2) legal case. � ar a.

v 'l à l l à l l à n.
epilepsy. far fajiy a.

l á l l è n. (plural s'lalle)
1) henna leaves, the henna shrub.
l al l e.
2) decoration of henna leaves.
From: Hausa.

l a l l oo = paloo.
l á l mà v.

cover up completely, bury.
l u l l u !e.

l a ma = lava.
s 'l à mà n.

listening, waiting quietly. s au r ar e,  
jir a,  dak at aw a.

l à mà s á v.
be or behave unexcitedly, calmly, 
coolly, not showing any interest.
nu na h al i w ani ir i. Variant: 
lamaska.

l á mb k à v.
snatch, grab. fizk e.

l à n vi.
come. zo .

ù'l à n á n. (plural c'lana)
sore (spot), ulcer. dau s as h e,  
mik i,  t ande.

l à n à v. (active noun s'lana)
hesitate, doubt, wonder, 
contradict, deny. k o k w ant a,  
s h ak k a,  zat o ,  mu s u . � � m e l �n 
s 'lana az  baal m� h�n a t �m e ma d a.
I am wondering whether this journey 
will not be possible.

ì'l à n à n.
late morning, at the time between 
8 am and 11 am. h ant s i.

s 'l à n à n.
contest. t ak ar a.

l à n d à n.
locust bean tree seeds. k al w a.

d'làndà n. (plural c'landa)
black cakes made from the 
fermented seeds of the locust 
bean tree, a kind of dumpling.
daddaw a,  !u l a.

k'l à n g à l á n g à [k’la���a�la���a�] n.
(plural c'langalanga)
baling iron - strip of iron used for 
tying bales. l ang al ang a.

l à n g ò [la���o�] n. (plural langno)
genet or a dwarf mongoose.
g u r jag u nda. Genetta; Herpestes 
sanguineus. See: hyàa dóokà.



d 'lanka l8k8ms u

135 

d'l à n k à [��d’la��ka�] n. (plural c'lanka)
1) penis. k w ido .
2) circumcision. k ac iy a.

k'l à n k  cì [k’l���k��t��$] n.
roof of the mouth. g an� a da 
mak u s anc int a.

l á n k ò [la�nko�] n. (plural s'lanko)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.
Large: c'lanko.

l á s ò k ò v.
still alive, yet in existence. a r ay e.
Variant: lasolaso.

l a s ol a s o = lasoko.
l �u v.

coming. t ah o .
l �u n id.

stride, a single large step. b ab b an 
t ak i.

l á và 1 v.
be about to do sth. da zan.
Variant: lama; lawa; laya.

l à và 2 v.
come on behalf of sb else, 
representing. t afe do min. Variant: 
lavo.

l a vo = lava1.
l a w a = lava2.
v 'l à w à l á w á n. (plural s'lawalawa)

trap for catching birds. t ar k o .
l a ya = lava2.
l  + v. (past l��k�)

know (how to do sth), be an 
expert, be able. iy a.

l��si v. (past l��ski)
m'l% n.
1) pretence, acting as if one can 
perform better than one really 
can. y i k amar .
2) wisdom, ability. iy aw a. See: 
ù'l$u.

l �+s � v. (past l��sk�, active noun 
l��ski)
teach, educate. k o y a.

l%�sì v.
be taught, learn. k o y a.

kan l��si n.
learner, student, one being taught.
� al ib i.

l �+tl �+tu adj.
tender, soft to touch. mai t aps h i.

d'l �cù n.
lying down. k w anc iy a.

d'l �g l  n. (plural c'l�gl�)
1) blister, swelling under the skin.
b o r o r o .
2) sore on the foot of sb who has 
walked a long way. mik i,  g y amb o .

l  g l  g  id.
squirming, wriggling, writhing, 
reeling, struggling (from 
discomfort or pain). ma� o � o w a,  
mag o w a. Variant: zapzapa.

c'l �g l ù n. 
puberty. b al ag a.

l �g s ì vn.
waiting, expecting. dak at aw a.

l �g ù n. (plural l�gnu)
rodent (mouse or rat etc.). !ar y a,  
!er a,  k u s u .

l%gm/l/ n. (plural l�gm�ln�)
kind of large rodent which lives 
alone. w ani ir in k u s u .

l%gpúsú n. (plural l�gpusnu)
kind of rodent (mouse or rat).
� u � � u ,  t s er e mai g o na.

l%g-rímúnín. (plural 
l�g�n-rimane)
new kind of strong black rat found 
all over Nigeria. b a� a� en k u s u .

l �k id.
swallow, gulp sth down all in one 
go. l a� u me.

k'l �k  ml �k mú n.
the skin at the throat which is 
sometimes swollen when you 
have mumps. h a!a.

l �k �ms ù v. (past l%k$mskù)
wolf down food, gobble it down v. 
quickly (to avoid having to share).
h amas ,  r azg e. Variant: 
p�k�msku.
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l �k cù n.
stirring mush food, preparing food.
t u � a.

l �k l �k k ì id.
gobbling, fast greedy eating by sb.
h anh amniy a.

d'l �k l  k ù n. (plural c'l�kl�ku)
chin. h a!a.

l �k t v. (past l�ktk�)
prepare mush food, stir sth of 
thick consistency. t u � a.

l �l �l � id.
gloomy, glum, hesitant. du k u k u .

l �l �s  v. (past l�l�sk�, active noun 
u'l�l�s�)
sneak away secretly, stealthily, 
unnoticed. w u c e s h ir iu  ab ink a.
See: lalasa (similar).

m 'l �l g � n.
burning, bitter or sharp taste.
k al c i,  g al mi,  ma� a� i.

d'l �l g ú n. (plural c'l�lgu)
locust bean blossom. t u t u ,  t u nt u .

l �l ì n.
a tree possibly in the cactus family 
with a very poisonous white sap.
k y ar ana,  mu r t s u ng u w a.

m'l%lì n.
white poisonous sap from a 
cactus shrub. ma� a� i.

l �l ù u id.
looking unwell or loutish. g ar maje.

l �mb � n.
bad target shooter, a poor shot.

m'l%mb% n.
being a poor performer, failure, 
one who falls short. k as aw a,  fa� i,  
aib u .

l �ml�m� v.
eat quickly, gobble. zar in c in 
ab u ,  za� a.

c'l �ml �m� n.
wattle (of chicken). l ay u n t u mak i.
Large: k'l�ml�m�.

l �mp l �mp ù id.
quickly (of sth growing when 
recently planted). s au r in g ir ma 
na s h u k a w ani ir i.

l  n d  n. (plural s'l�nd�)
wild custard-apple (Annona 
Senegalensis) whose flower is 
used for cooking draw soup.
g w andar  daji,  g w ang w al e.
Annona senegalensis. See: d'w�ck�.

c'vàl%nd% n.
leaves of the above. g any en 
g w andar  daji.

l �n k l �n k ù [l���kl���ku�] adj.
supple, pliable. mai r au s h i.

l +n t+ = l�ntu.
l  n tù n.

mosquito. s au r o . Variant: l�nt�.
l �p id.

suddenly catching fire. fau .
l �p k  n. (plural s'l�pku)

wink, giving the glad eye.
g ant s ina,  mar ma� i.

l �p k ù n. (plural s'l�pku)
grimace. g w al o .

l �p l �p � id.
flickering, shining or burning 
weakly or with varying intensity.
w al - w al ,  b al b al a.

l  s ù v.
be inattentive, unaware, naive, 
living a simple life without noticing 
a bad plan against one. s ak e.

l �t v. (past c'l�cu)
lie down.
k w ant a.

ù'l  u n.
knowledge, 
ability. iy aw a.

k'l �u z í n. (plural 
c'l�uzi)
sickle. l au je. �
L �uz i k g e t ka 
baa na g os o. The 
sickle broke while 
cutting the grass.
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l  v� vi. (past l�vk�)
1) sleep. y i b ar c i.
2) spend days away. y i k w ana.

m'l$v% n.
sleep, a night's sleep, pass the 
night. b ar c i.

l �v�s  v. (past l�v�sk�)
soothe to sleep, ease to sleep, 
lull. s a s h i b ar c i.

l  vcù n.
last bit of food, remaining ration.
� ar � ar in ab inc i,  zu w a g o b e.

l  vì v.
cling to. l a� e,  ma� e.

ì'l è b é n. (plural c'lebe)
nape of neck. � ey a.

l é cl à v. (past lec�lka)
turn to pus. mu g u ny a,  s u r k ami.

m'lèclá n.
pus, thick yellow-white liquid 
formed in a boil. mu g u ny a.

l è g á l è n. (plural s'legale)
the shrub Sarcocephalus 
russegeri. t afas h iy a.

d'lègálè n. (plural c'legale)
fruit of the shrub Sarcocephalus 
russegeri. t u w an b ir i.
Sarcocephalus russegeri.

l è g è n. (plural legne)
kind of small, red-tailed fish.
h ar y a,  r ajiy a. Variant: wase.

k'Lé l à np. (plural Lélnà)
the tribe speaking c'Lela found 
around Zuru Emirate (and Ribah) 
in NW Nigeria. Dak ar k ar i,  
b adak k ar e,  b adak k ar a,  Lel na.

À'Lélà n.
the land the Lelna people live in.
� as ar  Lel na.

c'Lélà n.
language spoken by Lelna people.
Dak ar c i,  h au s an Lel na.

d'Lélà n.
the ways, traditions and religion of 
the Lelna people. b ab b au c i,  
as anc i.

ì'l é l à n. (plural 
m'lela)
traditional 
rounded razor 
for shaving.
as k a.

l è l g ò n. (plural 
s'lelgo)
chant, work 
song, a g'lm'
song, with a 
special high tone 
like shouting to 
draw the 
attention.
h ar g ag i.

v'lèlgò n. (plural s'lelgo)
shrieking, high-pitched voice used 
on purpose by g'lm' age group.
g a� a,  k u r u r u w a.

c'l é l $jì n.
knowledge of Lelna art, literature 
and language (c'Lela). s ani y ar e 
Dak ar k ar i.

l � v. (past l��k�)
shrivel, dry out and curl through 
heat, frost or just general dryness.
y an� w ana,  � ank al e.

ì'l � n. (plural m'l�)
town. g ar i (g aar i).

l �b � 1 v. (past l�b�k�)
cheat. y au dar a.

l �b �2 id.
1) in good health, fine. l afiy a.
2) finely ground. l il is . Variant: 
l�b�s.

s 'l �b � an.
angered, feeling concern and pain 
within. fu s at a,  fu s h i.

l �b �& id.
cooked well, fine. fas h a- fas h a.
See: mu.

l & b & s = l�b�2.
l � b � t id.

completely finished, to the last 
point. k ak af.
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l �b l �b � id.
soft and ripe, soft to the touch, 
tender. l u !u - l u !u .

l �b s s � v. (past l�bsk�)
cool it, chill, let one's anger die 
down and abate. s as s au c e.

l �d � v. (past l�d�k�, active noun s'l.d.)
1) stare, give a warning sign with 
one's eyes of impending danger.
zu r a,  � u r a ido .
2) flutter eyelids. mar ma� a.

l � d k � v.
wink (at lover). g ib t a,  g ib c e.

l �d ò o id.
1) standing the way a hyena does, 
with descending back, showing 
buttocks (small) when in a 
standing position. t amu l e,  
t s ay u w a w ani ir i.
2) dilapidated, decrepit.
k y ar ar r a!o .

l �& k � v.
become emaciated. y an� w ana.

c'l �& ms � n.
deception, trick, pacify, cajole.
l al l as a,  k w ant ad da h ank al i. See: 
c'palka.

l & & ms & , l & & mk & = laamsa.
l �g � n. (plural c'l�g�)

kind of malodorous wild lily.
al b as ar  k u r u ,  al b as ar  k w adi.

d'l.g. n. (plural c'l�g�)
tuber of the malodorous lily.
al b as ar  k u r u ,  al b as ar  k w adi.

k'l.g. n. (plural c'l�g�)
stem, or plant of the malodorous 
lily. al b as ar  k u r u ,  al b as ar  k w adi.

d'l �g � n.
dust; fine sediment found below 
water or after sieving gruel etc.
dal ak i.

l �g s � vt. (past l�gsk�)
leave sth. b ar i,  t a.

l � k  d íyá id.
hold on to, keep sth given one on 
loan without returning it. k ar nene.

v 'l �k � n.
tonsil, uvula; tissue at the back of 
the throat. h ak in w u y a,  b el i.

l �k � 1 v. (past l�kk�, active noun l�ko)
borrow sth, lend. ar a.

l �k �2 v. (past l�kk�)
taste. � andana.

s 'l �l �ms è n.
lick lips, flick tongue in and out as 
a snake does. l as a.

l.l.m n.
dart of the tongue, flick in and out.
k al u ma h ar s h e.

l �l � v.
sieve out, wash (e.g. washing rice 
in water to get rid of stones).
w ank e,  r ar ay e.

l �l � v. (past l/lk., active noun ù'l/ló)
sieve (rice, corn, etc.) with water 
to remove sand. r eg a. � U  havk u 
l# lk#  be ny a. She went and shook some 
rice to get rid of the sand.

m 'l �l � n.
shade. inu w a.

l �l �l � id.
slow walking. dak w anniy a.

l �l �s � = r.r.s/.
l � lmò n.

praise-epithet of a wrestler. w ani 
ir in k ir ar i.

l �mb �  l �mb � id.
child's water play, paddling. ak o r i 
k ada.

l �m� n. (plural l�mn�)
cripple, lame person. g u r g u .

m'l.m. n.
permanent lameness, or 
temporary limping. g u ng u r c i.

l � ms ò n.
gaunt, thin-buttocked person.
t s u g e,  zu � a� � e.

l �n d � n.
cotton plant. au du g a. Gossypium 
spp.

c'l.nd/ n. 
cotton lint, cotton wool.
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m'l.nd/ n.
cotton thread. zar e.

l �n � 1 v. (past l�n�k�)
stop up, become stopped up, 
seal. da� e,  t o s h e. Variant: l�nkk�.

l �n �2 v. (past l�n�k�)
ogle, make eyes at, gaze 
meaningfully suggesting love or 
longing. k al u ma.

v 'l � n g � [��vl������] n. (plural s'l�ng�)
a bag specially woven for holding 
asbin salt. b adami.

l � n g � [l��n���] v. (past l�ngk�, active 
noun c'l.ngò)
lick. l as a.

l �n k  s ú s ú [l���k su�su�] id.
proffering and then withdrawing, 
pretend to offer. dang o l i,  
dang o l iy a.

l � p id.
one swift step away.

l �p � 1 n. (plural l�pn�)
Speckled Pigeon. h azb iy a.
Columba guinea.

l �p �2 v.
press down, pin down. t au s a,  
danna.

k'l �p � n.
slowness or slackness in action, 
forgetfulness. naw a.

l �p k � v.
foment, stir up trouble or rebellion.
y iw a far s a.

c'l �p k ò n.
poultice, bandage on a wound.
far s a.

d'l �p ò n. (plural c'l�po)
part pay, traditional ceremony to 
mark completion of 7 years of 
hard labour on in-laws' farm for a 
wife. w as a al ' adan dan g o l mo .

l 7u n id.
one long step taken by sb.
b ab b an t ak i.

v 'l � vcò n. (plural s'l�vco)
rung of a ladder. mat ak al a.

l �v� v. (past l�vk�)
step on, go. t ak a. Variant: l�vg�.

k'l.v/ n. (plural c'l�v�)
path, way, road. h any a. Small: 
v'l�v�. Small Plural: s'l�v�.
— ad.
cheap. ar ah a,  r ah u s a. See: ,lk 
táu 'expensive'.

c'l �vg ò n.
labour, pre-birth pain. na� u da.

l �vú n  l �vú n è n.
jack of all trades, a trader or 
workman who does a great variety 
of things. afu r g u ma.

c'l ì ml � n.
dirt, dirtiness. � azant a.

l íp id.
swift, sudden. b azat a,  (mai) 
s au r i. Variant: lipk�; lipi lipi.

l óob è n. (plural lóobènè)
type of elephant-snout fish. w ani 
ir in k ifi. Mormyrus rume.

l $ v. (past l''k')
press down (self). t au s a,  danna.
See: l''se. Variant: lw��l�.

k'l $b n è n. (plural c'l'bne)
uncultivated land. s ag ag i.

ù'l $b # n.
potter's clay. y u m!u .

l $b ú p ù s ù n í n.
the earth used by Fulani for 
whitening the outside of a 
calabash for decorations, or 
whitening rooms. jo je.

l $c id.
swift movement away unnoticed, 
slink off, steal away. s ac e jik i.

l $d l $d è id.
very slimy. l u t u t u .

l #g l #g ó1 id.
large enough, sufficiently big for 
sb's need. mai � an dama.

l #g l #g ò 2 n. (plural s'l'gl'go)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

l $g l $g $ id.
unsteady, loose. l ag e- l ag e,  
g il g il w a.
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l $g m# n. (plural l'g�mn')
elephant. g iw a.

l&g$m d'hín.
sth ostentatious, boastful, proud; 
a show-off. fah ar i.

m 'l $g $ n.
1) (full of) self-praise, boastful, 
ostentatious, self-important 
manner. h o ma,  al fah ar i.
2) large. b ab b a.

l $g $s # v. (past l'g'sk')
make sth bigger, extend sth. � ar a 
mas a g ir ma.

l $k $ v.
plunge weapon into sth. dima,  
nas h i.

v 'l $k $ n. (plural s'l'k')
row, in a line. jer i.

l $l $l $ id.
walking heavily, limping. l u k u k u .

k'l $l $l $ n. (plural c'l'l'l')
Rogeria adenophylla. l o da.
Rogeria adenophylla.

l $mb $ n. (plural s'l'mb')
African rosewood tree. mado b iy a.
Pterocarpus erinaceus.

l $mb $ n ú ' cò p ò n. (plural l'mb's 
nu'copo)
very bitter medicinal herb used to 
cure stomach aches. g any e ir in 
na mag ani.

l #m# n. (plural s'l'm')
spike. t s ini.

d'l $m# n.
plunder, goods taken away by 
playmates. t au b as h i,  al ' ada.

v 'l $m$ n. (plural s'l'm')
long hair or fur hanging on a ram's 
neck. r er o .

l #mz íb d à n.
musk from a civet cat. ju da.

m 'l #n n.
rubber, gum. jir ai,  dan� o ,  � ar o .

ù'l #n n.
sliminess. dal al a.

d'l #n 1 n. (plural c'l'n)
blunt arrow made from tamarind.
du l l u ,  � u nda.

d'l $n 2 n. (plural c'l'n)
yam. do y a.

v 'l #n 1 n.
unlucky person, person who 
always has bad luck. mar ar  s a' a.

v 'l $n 2 n. (plural s'l'n)
vein, artery, muscle. jijiy a.

l $n d l $n d ó id.
littered about, lying around, 
rubbish scattered about.
w ar w at s e.

d'l $n é s è n.
wound, bruise. je- k a- h u da,  
k u jew a.

v 'l $n g ò [��vl����o�] n. (plural s'l'ngo)
1) special gate, wax entry to the 
nest of the aphids. � o far  g al l a. �
L �ng ov g w e r g w e r ne  i  v'z i s  v�. The 
aphid's wax entry to nest is long.
2) in single file. l ay i.

l $n k # [l��nk��] v. (past l'nkk')
grease, rub grease on sth. s h afa 
mai k an c iw o .

s 'l $n ó v.
snore. nas ar i,  mins h ar i.

l #n #1 n.
snore, wheeze, noisy breathing 
with whistling sound in chest.
mins h ar i.

l $n $2 v. (active noun c'l&n&)
tan, tanning, scraping hair from a 
hide or skin. jima,  t u je.

l $n #n k $ [l��n���k��] v.
strip off, accidentally ripping one's 
skin. t al a,  t ay a.

l #n w ì d ì n. (plural s'l'nwidi)
anus. du b u r a.

l #,d id.
describing the situation where 
many things have fallen flat on the 
ground. k w ak k w anc e w ani ir i.

l $,k # v.
be deep. zu zzu r fa,  mai zu r fi.
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c'l $,n # n.
saliva (usu very slimy) of a sick 
person. mal edu w a.

k'l $,n # n.
kind of creeper used in tanning.
t s ir o  ma y ado .

l $,s é v. (past l''ske)
dig deep. h a� a/g ina da zu r fi,  
zu r fafa. Variant: pim�s�, 
pim�sk�.

l $p è e id.
sit down in good number doing 
nothing for anyone's benefit.
zaman k as h e- w ando .

l $p $ v.
pound. k ir !i.

l #t v. (past l'tk')
splinter, snap. !u l c e.

ù'l #u v.
press sth down into sth soft. l u m.

ì'l $vé v.
passing wind. t u s a,  t is a.

l $v$ v. (past l'vk')
make, or ask sb to pass wind. �
Am g onanna vo, t �v l�v�. If I slap 
you, you will pass wind.

l ù c id.
passing into a hole, swallowing.
h a� iy e.

l ù d l ù d ù id.
soft to the touch, finely ground.
l au s h i.

s 'l ú k l ú k ù n.
gossip, talking ill of sb, destructive 
criticism. al k u s u s u ,  t s eg u mi.

l ú l ú l ú id.
moving through thick 
undergrowth.

k'l ú u d ù n. (plural c'luudu)
grass hut. b u k k a.

m 'l w à d è n.
slippery, slipperiness. t al a!iy a.
Variant: m'lwadlwade.

d'l w à d s è n.
becoming victim of slipperiness.
t al a!iy a.

l w à in id.
erection, moving (of penis) up.
t adi,  t as h i.

l w à tà v. (past lwatka)
1) slip away, slide. zame. Variant: 
lwat.
2) slip back, open e.g. a foreskin.
!ar e,  zame.

l w & & l & v. = l'.
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M  -  m

m '- [��m]
Class-marking prefix for noun in 
the M class, often a plural of an I
class noun, or mass noun such as 
water. The class-marker m' 
should not be confused with the 
pronoun m or �m which is written 
without an apostrophe and 
replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word m'h' (water) is found 
between the words d'h' and
h'bh'b', and the word m'banco
(witchweed) is found between the 
words banco and d'banda.

má con.
also, too. ma. From: Hausa.

má 1 v. (past maaka)
build. g ina.

à'mà n.
building. g ini.

mà 2 v. (past maaka)
tire, become bored of sth, have 
too much of sth. g u na.

màaká adj.
1) boring, staple, eat sth too much 
old stuff which bore one.
g ant s ar a,  g u na.
2) fed up, measure, test, had 
enough of doing sth (do not want 
to do it any more). b idik .

mà 3 pro. (plural ya)
I (singular), we (plural). ni zan.

d'mà n. 
arrogance, behaving 
impertinently. al h u r mat u ,  
al fah ar i.

má a g à v. (past maagka)
clutch with both hands, grab.
dadu ma.

má a g è n. (plural maagne)
builder, bricklayer, potter. mag ini.

mà a k  yó! excl.
if you dared! g w ada k a g ani,  
ak u l !

c'mà a k à n.
bluster, boast, bluff, sarcasm.
y ang a,  g at s e.

mà a k ò n.
buying grain by measure. aw o .

ma a l = m��l.
má a l � n. (plural mal�mn�)

teacher, literate person. mal ami.
Variant: mal�m�. From: Hausa.

mà a má n.
1) mother. mama.
2) aunt, any older female relative.
inna,  b ab a,  g w ag g o .

má a tà vt.
bore, tire. g u ndu r a,  c i w a r ai.

mà a tà s à l á adj.
senseless, extravagant person.
fank as h al i.

k'má a tò n.
motor, car. inji,  mo t a. From: 
English.

d'má ccá n.
nature, habit, trait. il h ami,  da� ai,  
as al i,  s al s al ar .

mà ccà v.
it would be better to, more 
convenient. g ar a (v).

mà cú n g �g � [ma�t�u��������] n.
tradition of adopting sb as your 
(surrogate) mother. al ' ada.

mà d à mà d à id.
receive gifts in plenty, bounty, 
hands full.

má d à mb ól ò = dàpà.
má d à mb ór ò n. (plural 

madamborno)
leech. mat s at t s ak u .
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má d à p cí n. (plural madapcini)
chief farmer. s ar k in no ma.

má d �k ù n. (plural s'mad�ku)
twining shrub.

mà d é n. (plural madne)
kind of frog. k w a� o  w ani ir i.

má d ì g ì n.
short-legged chicken. � u n' g u  
� u ng u .

k'má d ú b í n.
glass. madu b i.

mà g à v. (past magka)
try, offer, make a tentative offer.
t ay i.

má g à z é n. (plural magazne)
elder sibling, brother or sister 
senior to self. afal al u ,  b appa. �
M��s e , i  mag az e v r i . Moose is my 
senior.

má g à z í n.
priest. fir is t i.

mà g �l s á v. (past mag�lska)
squeeze sth into a small opening.
fir mit s a,  k ar � a� a.

má g é mp á n. (plural s'magempa)
a kind of shrub. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

mà g l é vn.
clinging. manne.

má g má g á id.
stick, poke, push sth into or 
through so that it remains stuck.
k afe.

má g ù g ù n.
Finger Millet. t amb a. Eleusine 
coracana.

mágùgkwákrá n.
type of finger millet. k ama da 
t amb a.

mà g ú r w à n. (plural magurwana)
rhinoceros bird. c ar k i.

má g w íd í n. (plural s'magwidi)
galena, antimony (used as a 
cosmetic). k w al l i,  t o zal i.

v 'má g w ír z í n. (plural s'magwirzi)
a decorated iron rod specially 
made for well-known farmers.
s andan g ir ma na mano ma.

má g yá n g ór ò [ma��ja���o��o�] n. (plural 
magyang�rno)
wingless locust that lives in the 
fadama and eats green rice 
leaves. w at a ir in far a. Variant: 
b�tt�rma.

má g yóz ò n. (plural magyozno)
small, harmless centipede.
aimak a.

ù'má g yóz ò n.
irritating disease of feet in the wet 
season, usu. affecting the toes.
k u r k u s h e,  � u s h a- � u s h i.

mà h ì n ík ì n. (plural s'mahiniki)
kind of herb or grass used for 
medicine. w ani ir in g any e k o  
c iy aw a na mag ani.

mà jò z ò n. (plural majozno)
kind of worm. w ani ir in t s u t s a.

má k adv.
stuffed full of sth. c ik e. See: m�k.

mà k à v. (active noun s'maka)
jump. t s al l e.

mà k à k à id.
brightness of a lamp, shine, glow 
of headlights. fal fal niy a.

má k á r á n tá n.
school. mak ar ant a. From: Hausa.

v 'mà k ó n. (plural s'mako)
kidney. � o da.

má k y$n có n.
kind of water-loving bird that 
makes a very large nest. w ani 
ir in t s u nt s u .
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mà l á v.
stay long in a place, over-stay 
(one's welcome). da� e,  jima da 
y aw a. Variant: malka.

má l �m� n. (plural mal�mn�)
teacher, conjurer, magician, 
person performing supernatural 
act. mal am. Variant: maal�.

má l é adv.
always, at all times. fiddin,  ding a.

má l � n d mò n. (plural mal�ndmono)
gecko. t s ak a.

má l�n d ù s ù n. (plural 
mal�ndusunu)
gecko. t s ak a.

k'mà l h á n. (plural c'malha)
wide-brimmed straw hat. mal afa.
From: Hausa.

mà l má l é n. (plural malmalne)
supernatural being that can show 
itself in animal shape. s u na.

má l$d è n. (plural mal'dne)
kind of locust. w at a ir in far a.

má l s è 1 adv.
often, usually. s h a,  y i y aw an.
Variant: marse.

mà l s è 2 n. (plural s'malse)
sickness, illness. zazza!i. Variant: 
marse.

mà m id.
(sitting) firmly on sth. da!as .

mà mà n. (plural c'mama)
dust, sand (maybe fine). r air ay i.

mà mg á v. (past mamgka)
become reconciled. s u l h u nt a,  
s u l h u .

d'màmgò n.
reconciliation. mas al ah a.

mà mg s á vt.
prepare, repair. g y ar a.

ù'mà mmà n.
sandy soil. jig aw a. Variant: 
u'mamumama.

mà mmá a k ì v.
wonder at. k ak ab i.

má mmá má n.
outskirts. a w ajen g ida.

u'ma mu ma ma = u'mamma.
má n à k ò n. (plural manakno)

kind of locust. w ani ir in far a.
c'mà n d r à n an.

impolite act; act impolitely or 
rudely. nu na is a.

mà n g s á [ma���sa�] v. (past mangska)
repair. g y ar a.

mà n k à [ma��ka�] n. (plural mankna)
old person. t s o fo .

c'mànkà [t�’ma��ka�] n.
old age. t s u fa.

má r �r ú n. (plural már%rúnù)
Rove-beetle. g il o ,  w ani ir in 
� w ar o . Staphylinidae.

ma r s e = malse1; malse2.
d'má s à n. (plural c'masa)

fried cake. mas a. From: Hausa.
má s à n g ór ò [ma�sa���o��o�] n.

kind of snake. w ani ir in mac iji.
mà s h 1n n.

machine. inji. From: English.
má tà vt. (past matka, active noun 

ù'màcó)
deliver (a baby), give birth. h aifu .

à'mà tà n.
spin, weave thread, rolling two 
strands of cotton to make thread.
mu r h i.

k'má t +k  cí n. (plural c'mat��k�ci)
mirror. madu b i.

mà t mh $ n.
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

má yà n á n. (plural s'mayana)
kind of banana. w at a ir in ay ab a.

mà z à v.
turn on. y ada. See: m�z�.

má z  k í n. (plural maz�kni)
newly-hatched locust. � ang o .

mà z é id.
perhaps, maybe. w at a� il a,  � il a.

mà z g s é v. (past mazgske)
hurry up. y i s au r i,  g ag g au t a.
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má z í adv.
quickly. maza.

d'mà z ó n. (plural c'màzó)
gums (without teeth). dadas h i. �
K a s 'maz o a t u t �n c 'n�ms  d a. A 
person with large gums does not like 
laughing.

m�+k s í v. (past m��kski)
ease off, minimise, relax, adapt 
sth to sb's requirements. daidait a.

c'm�+n  an.
boast. c ik a b ak i,  do do r ido ,  
fah ar i,  y i fadin r ai. See: c'k�ndi.

m +n k � [m���nk��] v.
be enough, all right. y a is a.

m�+n s  v. (past m$�nsk%)
take enough, do sth (eat etc.) to 
satisfaction. � o s h i. � � m y aaka �m 
m��ns k�. I ate to my satisfaction.

m�c�m id.
look on sb's face, fat and dull-
looking. mai � ib a.

m cm� v. (past m�c�mk�)
make progress, improve in health, 
increase in quantity. � ar u .

m�cr ì n. (plural m�c�rni)
grandchild. jik o k i.

m�d í n. (plural c'm�di)
wrestling. k o k aw a.

m d ì  m d ì n. (plural m�di m�dini)
tadpole. t al ib amb am.

m�g l í id.
fat person with short neck, thick-
set person. k u t u t t u r e,  k u t u !u r -
k u t u !u r .

m g m g  id.
carrying a heavy load, short-
necked. ni� i,  ni� i� i- ni� i� i.
Variant: y�gy�g�.

d'm�k  n. (plural 
c'm�k�)
thumb-ring 
used by 
hunters who 
shoot with a 
bow and 
arrow. zo b en 
h ar b i.

m k  t n. (plural m�k�t�n�)
short person. ag w idu ,  du ng w i.

m�k d   n  cì d k ó n. (plural m�kc �n 
s'cidko)
stopper ring, padlock. k w ado  
w ani ir i.

m�l g  mh $ n.
skink lizard, a small smooth 
insect-eating lizard with a long 
thin body and small limbs. l ando ,  
l indo ,  k u l !a. Scincidae.

m n pro.
some, an amount of (of liquid).
k a� an,  da dama.

m�n d �m�n ad.
moving or walking in a way that 
shows one is well fed. mai nau y i,  
w at a ir in t afiy a.

c'm�n ím�n ì n.
deformity which makes the upper 
gum overly large. w ani ir in l e!e.

m n n �mm n n �
once upon a time, long long ago; 
the beginning of a story. ana nan,  
ana nan.

m t id.
sudden low jump, hop. t s al l e.

mè pro.
me. ni.

c'mè g á n.
sowing early, before the rains fully 
set in. b u r s u ne.

mè g à v. (past megaka)
store sth away (e.g. beans) to 
protect them from beetles etc.
adana,  adani.

mè g mè g è n. (plural c'megmege)
fragrant herb like Basil (Ocimum; 
Aeolanthus). do ddo y an fadama.

k'mè g mè g è n. (plural c'megmege)
1) peeled stalk of india hemp.
s iy ay e,  � ay a,  � e� as h es h e.
Variant: k'regrege.
2) cob after removal of maize.
k u t u t u .

mè k á s à v. (past mekaska)
get into trouble, punish. w ah al a.
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k'mè n à n. (plural c'mena)
large intestine. h anji.

mè n á k à v.
is finally dead, skinned well.
s h u r e.

mè r á v. (past meraka)
1) collect in one place, gather, 
meet. t ar a.
2) copulate with. y i jima' i,  t ar a 
da.

mèránsà v. (past meranska)
collect (things) in one place, pack.
t ar a.

d'mèrá n.
meeting. t ar o . Variant: d'wera; 
d'meranna.

d'mer a n n a = d'mera.
k'mè r ó n.

hunger. y u nw a.
mè s è [me�se�; me�se�] n. (plural mesne)

kind of fighting red or black ant or 
termite; driver ant. k w ar k w as a,  
mak w aiw a. � Me s �n e l t a hw a 
t # kt # kn# . Driver ants kill white ants. �
T# kt # k�n a t a t �n me s �n d a.
Ordinary ants do not like driver ants.

mé s tà v. (pastmestka)
replace, bring back and return to 
its place. maido da. � � m me s t ka 
kw i nt �d  r ovo. I returned your hoe to its 
place.

m� & g è n. (plural n/a?)
kind of ant. w ani ir in � w ar � w as a.

m�& l id.
spark, twinkle, flash, flare when 
striking a flint or match. � y al l i,  
� y an� y as a. Variant: maal.

m�& t� v. (past m��tk�)
stuff completely. c u s h e. Variant: 
m��te.

m�g �& m id.
(face looking) thin and tight. fu s k a 
da w ani k amanni. Variant: 
m�g��mme.

m� k id.
stuffed. See: m��t�. Variant: mak.

m�k m�k -h w è l á n. (plural 
m.km.k-hwèlánà)
firefly. ma� es u ,  w u t ar  y o l a,  
w u t ar  b ang o . Lampyridae.

m�l�& m id.
flicking and licking of the tongue 
like a snake. l as an h ar s h e w ani 
ir i.

m�m�m� id.
describing the way a sickly child 
or goat walks. w at a ir in t afiy a.

c'm� n � n. (plural c'm�nn�)
in-laws, as in father-in-law, son-in-
law, mother-in-law etc. (relatives 
by marriage). s ar ak u t a,  s ir ik a.

k'm/n.
m�n k � [m���k��] n.

rain. r u w an s ama,  h adar i.
d'm�n k � [��d’m���k��] n.

small local hand-hoe. h au y a. See: 
d'kwint�.

m� n l  n t� n. (plural c'm�nl�nt�)
fragrant herb. � a� � o y a,  k afi 
amar y a. Variant: m�nl�ntu.

d'm�s � n.
centre. � u l  dak a.

m�s m�s � id.
trouping along in great numbers, 
in profusion, abundantly. t u r u r u ,  
dag w an dag w an,  da!a- da!a. �
N e t an lan g #  m# s m# s #  t a hav baan 
kabm� s 'banc o. Women are trouping 
en-masse to receive medicine.

m� t id.
pick up with ease, lift easily. c ir a.

m�z � v. (past m�z�k�)
light (e.g. a torch). y ada. See: 
maza.

m�z �z � id.
describing the thin structure/body 
of an animal. r ame.

mí pro.
I, me (1st person singular). ni.

mì g � v. (past migk�)
twist. fit il a' mu r da.
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míg l á -míg l á adv.
in a wriggling manner. w at a ir in 
t afiy a. Variant: migli-migli.

míi excl.
"for goodness sake". o  o  ni.

míi n.
inside, among. c ik in,  t s ak anin.
Variant: m1u (Senchi).

mì n � v. (past mink�)
clear off. k au c e.

mì n �s  v.
clear sth away. k aw ar  (da).

mì n d ì mì n d ì adv.
in a wriggling manner. w at s al -
w at s al .

mín g s ì [m��n�s��] v. (past mingski)
move the body. w ani ir in mo t s i.

v 'mín tì n. (plural s'míntì)
minute. mint i. From: English.

mír  ms ì v. (past mir�mski)
disappear miraculously. !at an 
dab o .

mír mír í adj.
scratchless. s u mu l - s u mu l .

mís à m1 n. (plural s'misami)
a mere fiction, made-up story, 
fairy-tale. al mar a,  t at s u niy a.

mì s  v. (past misk�; miskk�)
sprinkle. dar s a.

mís k � v. (past miskk�, active noun 
u'misku)
drizzle. c ic c ifi,  y aiy afi.

mì s mì s ì adv.
drizzle. c ac c afa. Variant: mizmizi.

mís t� v. (past mistk�)
1) return sth. may ar .
2) weed again. maido ,  maimai.

ù'mìst% n.
second weeding of farm. mai- mai.

k'mist� = u'muut�.
mìt v. (past mitk�, active noun 

c'mitu)
disappear miraculously. !at an 
dab o .

miz miz i = mismisi.

mó n. (plural c'mo)
dew. r a!a.

mócó ad.
have more to eat than expected.
r u zu ,  c in � et a.

mò d ód ò id.
large (of stomach), thin but pot-
bellied (of a child), usu due to 
malnutrition. t an� es h e,  
� u s k w ik iw ,  b u r u m,  t s ir u k u .

mò g mò g ò adv.
in a smiling mood. w at a ir in 
dar iy a.

móg tà v.
snigger, smile (within). dar iy a 
ab o y e,  mu r mu s h i.

mò l à v. (past mólkà)
go to challenge sb who has 
wronged you. t afi g idan w ani 
do min fada.

mò n à v. (past mónkà, active noun 
c'mònà)
skin, flay (of animals). fe� e.

mò r mò r ò n. (plural s'mormoro)
the tree Ximenia americana - the 
spiny plum. t s ada.

c'mò r mò r ò n.
red coral. mu r jani.

k'mótà n.
lorry. b ab b ar  mo t a. From: English. 

mò tà 1 v. (past motka)
give a lot of. w u c e k ima.

mò tà 2 n.
kind of guinea corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.

mò z à v. (past mózkà)
stir up, (of a fish) make a ripple by 
moving through the water. b al a.

d'mózó n. (plural c'mozo)
ripple, disturbance of surface of 
water caused by fish. b u l ma.

c'm# n.
dew. r a!a.

m#1 n.
fruit of tigernut (cyperus 
esculentus). ay a- ay a,  � afar  
fak ar a.
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m$2 adv.
in a squatting manner. da!as .

m$d k s é v. (past m'dkske)
congest, press against, squash.
mat s u .

m$d k s é i n.
narrowness. ag edu .

m$d k s k / ad.
narrow, crushed (e.g. in back seat 
of car). mat s at t s e.

m$d $ v. (past m'dk')
squeeze out, extract. mat s a.

m$g  d ' m$l#
'said by disgruntled cadger'.
al b as ar - g izo .

m$g $ v. (past m,gk&)
borrow. ar o .

m 'm$g $ n.
archery competition. g w ajin 
h al b i. Variant: m'nei.

m$g $l  m$g $l adv.
wobbling. mo t s a b ak i w ani ir i.

m$g $m adj.
plump-looking. s u nt u m,  l u mb u ,  
b u r � u mene.

m$k id.
thick-set. � a� � au r a,  g w ag g w a!a.

v 'm$k l$ n.
nail, for wood or other materials.
� u s a.

k'm#l# n. (plural c'm'l') = k'm,'l,.
m$l# n. (plural m'ln')

sorcerer. may e.
m$n m$n $ ad.

running, watery (of eyes). g w ar a-
g w ar a (w ani ir i). Variant: 
m'n'm.

m,n ,m = m'nm'n'.
m$,k # v. (past m&'kk&)

1) talk too much. w ani ir in 
s u r u t u .
2) pester, treat harshly. � w azab a.

m$,l id.
sticking out (of eyes). g w al .

k'm#,l# n. (plural c'm''l')
(traditional) stringed instrument 
played by plucking the strings with 
the fingers. mo l o . From: Hausa.

m$,ms / v. (past m&'msk6)
use on your own (e.g. eat) without 
sharing.

m#,r è n. (plural m''rene)
in-law relative. s ir ik i,  s ir ik a.

m$s id.
with the bottom uncovered. g ah o .
See: fururu.

m$t id.
sudden coming out of stool from 
the anus. !u l s a.

m$t$ v. (past m,tk&)
squeeze, force to ooze out. !u l s o .

d'm$t$ n. (plural c'm't')
heap (usu. of hungry rice). t ar i.

ú'mú n.
1) fermenting, especially of guinea 
corn. r u !a.
2) soaking to start seeds growing.
t s ir o ,  s o k o .

mù 1 id.
soft and ripe, cooked nice and 
soft. l u !u - l u !u ,  fas h a- fas h a. See: 
l�b��.

m;2 id.
moo, the cry of cattle. k u k an s a.
See:m'.

mù d ù t id.
detached, sth (e.g. cloth or rope) 
cut gently. t s ink e,  y enk e.

mù g l ú v. (past mugulku)
shovel a lot of sth into one's 
mouth. h amfu � a.

mù k mù k ù adv.
in a smouldering manner. s annu -
s annu  b a h ar s h en w u t a.

mù k ú n. (plural muknu)
midge. w ani ir in � w ar o . See: 
bulmu.
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c'mù l g ù an.
try to push sb who has already 
fallen on the ground in order to 
win a point (illegal move in 
wrestling). dab ar an k o k aw a,  
t u r any a w ani ir i.

mú r mú r ú adv adj.
with nothing on - nude. c ir ar a,  
h u nt u .

mù s adv.
in a puff (of smoke or vapour). y ar  
is k a. Variant: pus.

mùs-mùs adv.
continuous puffing or billowing of 
smoke. fit ar  h ay a� i.

mú s ú n. (plural musnu)
cat. k y anw a,  k u l e.

mus-mus excl.
"here pussy!" a shout when calling 
a cat. k ir aw an k y anw a.

mù tís ì v. (past mutiski)
dislocate, sprain. g u l l ew a,  
g o c ew a.

d'mùtísì n. (plural c'mutisi)
dislocation, sprain (an injury) to a 
part of the body. g u l l iy a,  g o c e,  
g u r de,  g ir � e,  jir � e.

mú tk s k ú v.
somersault. adu ng u r e.

mù tk s ú v. (past mutksku)
turn sth inside out (e.g. a shirt).
b ir k it a.

mù tù v. (past mutku)
blunt, bend (a knife blade, hoe, 
etc.). du s k u r a,  mal � w as a,  
k al mada,  g w al ma� a.

mù tú s k ù v.
dislocate, bend over the tip of 
hoe, knife, axe. ma� w as a.

ù'mù u t� n.
field or piece of land that has 
weeds and needs a second 
weeding. w u r in no man da y ak e 
b u k at a na b iy u . Variant: k'mist�.

myá id.
sticking on, straight, direct, erect.
t s ab .

mya a l = myaaz.
myà a z id.

flash of light, flickering, flashing.
h as k aw a w ani ir i. Variant: 
myazka; myaza; myazaza; 
myaal.

myà m id.
sitting with a flop. w ani ir in zama.

N   -  n

n - conj.
of. - n,  - r .

-n 1 conj.
of. - n (m),  - r  (f),  - n (pl ).

-n 2 post.
with.

d'n á n. (plural c'na)
lower grinding stone. mar edi.

ù'n á n. (plural s'na)
leg. � afa.

n á 1 vt. (past náákà)
spoil. !at a,  l al at a.

n à 2 pro.
we. mu .

n à 3 conj.
and. da (in l is t s ).

m 'n à n.
madness. h au k a. See: m'lala.
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d'n à a cò n. (plural c'naaco)
upper grinding stone. � ar amar  
du t s in nik a. See picture for: d'ná.

n á a d  n á a d é id.
limping. � ing is h i.

n à a g  d  z $m$ n.
a kind of tuberous grass. w ani 
ir in h ak i.

d'n à a g ò n. (plural c'naago)
testicle. c u y e,  g w aiw a,  t s u w e.
Large: k'naago.

n á a k ò v.
swing a stick.

n à a m c' d �b � adj.
downcast. !ac in r ai.

n à a má n. (plural naamna)
ox, bull, cow. s aniy a. Bos.

c'n à a má n g è d è [t�na��ma���e�de�] n.
young leaves of baobab.
g ant s ik a,  s a!e.

n à a m�d  h w é n n.
accident (involving physical 
injury). t s au t s ay i,  h as a' u .

n à a mn á n.
3rd year g'lm' age-group. t s ar a.

n á a s è v. (past naaske)
1) spoil, damage, waste. al ' al a,  
h u � u ,  b at t al a.
2) disagree.

d'nàasè n.
destructiveness of a child.
janjanc i. Variant: d'naaso; 
d'naaske.

n à a tà n. (plural s'naata)
bulrush millet. g er o . Pennisetum 
glaucum.

n à d á v. (past nádkà)
become bent. t an� w ar e. See: 
nadasa.

m 'n à k á n.
far off distance. nis a,  jajaw a.

n à k á vt. (past nákkà)
1) lead sb (e.g. a blind person).
jag o r a.
2) pull up (from well, etc.). fit o da.

n á k k à v.
be far away. nis a,  fit ar  da.

n à k n à k à adv.
many. b at s a- b at s a. Variant: 
n�kn�k�.

n à k ò n.
budding flowers of the Kapok tree.
s ab b in fu r en it ac en r imi. See: 
k'mgn'; d'kempra.

n à k tá v. (past naktka)
crush. c ac c ak a. Variant: n�kt�, 
n�ktk�.

n à má 1 v. (past namka)
grind. ni� a.

n à mà 2 pro.
when. y au s h e.

n á n 1 pro.
we will. za mu .

n á n 2 pro.
who. w anda (m),  w adda (f),  
w a� anda (pl ).

n à p à vt.
know. s ani.

s'nàpà n.
knowledge, being aware. s ani.

nàpàsá v. (past napaska)
teach, show how. k w at ant a,  
g w ada,  fa� ak ar  (da).

n à r à s á v. (past naraska)
spread out. b aza. Variant: n�r�s�, 
n�r�sk�.

n à r g s á v. (past nárgsk�)
1) flatten, spread out. s h imfi� a 
w ani ir i. � N ar g s a l�b� d 'nama �v 
b�d k�. Flatten the moulding clay and 
knead it.
2) fill up container to (flat) level 
with top. mal mal inni. � N e t a 
nar g s ka k'g aa �n k'hono. A woman 
has spread out a large cake of mush food 
in a large calabash.

n á s s é num.
4 (four). h u � u ,  4.

á'n � pro.
their, theirs. nas u .

n � v. (past n��k�)
press down, buckle, become 
dented. t au s a.
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d'n  +k ù n. (plural c'n��ku)
inner gizzard of a bird. � u ndu .

n �+m n. (plural n��mn�)
wild game, a wild ('bush') animal 
hunted for food including 
antelope, buffalo, deer, but not 
elephants, lions etc. dab b an jeji.

k'n  +mù n.
core of boil or blister. k u t u t u ,  
k u t s it u .

n �b  v. (past n�bk�)
1) waste time. !at a l o k ac i.
2) be away for a long time. da� e.

k'n �g r ù n. (plural c'n�gru)
brown spear grass. k ar air ay au .
Diheteropogon hagerupii; 
Andropogon arthrolepsis.

n �k �ms í v. (past n�k�mski; 
n�k�nsk�, active noun s'n�k�msi)
stretch out. mi� a.

n �k  n s k � v.
stretch. zal a.

n  m k y#,m$ n.
mutton. naman r ag o .

n  m n.
meat. nama.

k'n$m$ n. (plural c'n�m�)
meat portions.

n  m n s � vt.
stir. ju y a.

n �m�s  v. (past n�m�sk�)
mix, stir up (e.g. soup). c ak u � a,  
mo t s a.

n  ms � v.
laugh. dar iy a.

n �mz à n n  mz à n à adv.
very early in the morning. s as s afe.

n  n pro.
3p - they, them. s u . See: �n.

n$n-n$n pro.
only they, them. zal l a.

-n è det.
type. ir i.

n è cé n. (plural necne)
electric catfish. mijir y a.
Malapterurus electricus.

m 'n ei = m'm'g'.
n è mà n. (plural nemna)

bird. t s u nt s u .
n è s á v. (past neska)

give (to me), help sb by giving 
them sth (possibly via a third 
person). b ay ar  da.

n é s è v2t.
give, hand to. b a da,  h annant a.

n è tà n. (plural netana)
woman, wife. mac e.

n è tn á n.
people. mu t ane. Sg: nocó.

m 'n è vé n.
any oily substance - oil, fat, 
grease, petrol. mai.

n � v2t. (past n��k�)
give. b ay as .

n �b � v. (past n�bk�)
moisten, water. dans as a,  ji� a.
Variant: noboko; noboso.

n �& n � excl.
a small child's way of begging sth 
(corruption of n�� m�). b a ni.

n �& ù adj.
spread out. b azaw a.

v 'n � i n.
nine-pence. nai.

m 'n �k � adj.
mean, stingy, not generous. na 
s u mu l mu l a.

n & k n & k & = naknaka.
n �k t� v. (past n�ktk�)

squash. g w al it s e. See: nakta.
n & r & s & v. (past n�r�sk�) = narasa.
n � t� n.

difficulty or luck (usu. 'with 
difficulty' or 'by chance').
b is h ak k il .

n �tn � tò n. (plural n�tn�tno)
a bird which is both diurnal and 
nocturnal. k er e- k er e,  w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u .

m 'n í n.
heaviness. nau y i.
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n íg n íg í adv.
in a shaking manner. r aw an jik i 
w ani ir i.

k'n ì ik  adj.
thick, heavy. � a� � au r a.

v 'n ì n  n. (plural nin�)
tooth, fang. h a� o r i.

k'nìn$ n. (plural c'nin�)
large tooth. b ab b an h a� o r i.

n ì n mú n. (plural nin�mnu)
house rat. !er an daji. Rattus 
rattus.

n l ó det.
that near, that, the. w a� anc an.

n ob ok o = n�b�; noboso.
n ób ós ò v. (past nobosko)

to wet, moisten sth, (put on water 
to make it wet). jag ab ,  jik aw a.
See: n�b�. Variant: noboko.

n ò có n. (plural netna)
person, human being. mu t u m.

n ò k à vi. (past noko)
go. t afi.

nòká
come. zo . Variant: nokso, 
noksko; nokte, noktke; nokta; 
nokto, noktko.

n ò k s ó v. (past noksko)
go first, in front of us. k a c i g ab a 
da t afiy a. See: noka.

n ò k tá vi.
bring here. k aw o . See: noka.

n ók tè vi. (past noktke)
remove, take. t afi da,  t afi da k a 
k ai. See: noka; m'nokte; u'nókté.

n ók tò v. (past noktko)
bring sth when coming. k aw o . See: 
noka.

n ò ok á v.
be fat. y i � ib a.

n ò v�r n ò vr ò adv.
unevenly; with uneven ends. b a 
b ai dai b a.

n óvk à v.
start late. � u r ew ar  l o k ac i. See: 
toolsa.

nòváskà v.
delay. jink ir t ad da.

n $b n $b $ adj.
soft to the touch; watery, slushy.
l a!al a!a,  � any at a. Variant: 
n'gn'g'; n'dn'd'; nugnugu.

n ,d n ,d , = n'bn'b'.
n $d $t adj.

insipid, without flavour. s al af,  
fal ama.

n ,g n ,g , = n'bn'b'.
n $in id.

spreading out on the floor. mai y a 
mal al e ak as a.

n ù prep.
to, towards. zu w a.

n u g n u g u = n'bn'b'.
n ú mk ù v.

lean, bend over. k ar k at a.
n ù z �s  v. (past nuz�sk�)

melt. nar k ad da.
n w á pro.

you (pl). k u .
nwá-nwá pro.

only you (pl). k u  k u r u m.
d'n w  n. (plural c'nw�)

blister. h ang ar a.
s 'n w  n.

write or leave a will. w as iy y a.
k'n w  n. (plural c'nw$)

mouth. b ak i.
nw$d%n táabà n.

small chewable lump ('quid').
b ar o .

n w ++k  d ' b +t+ n. (plural nw��c 
d'b�t�)
meat from the side of a cow, 
sheep or goat etc. r eb u .
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O   -  o

ò pro.
him, her, it. s h i,  it a.

ò b l á n. (plural òb$lnà)
snake. mac iji,  s ag o .

òb$l-gy,zó n. (plural 
ob�l- gy'zno)
kind of poisonous snake. b i r ana.

òb$l-kwècnà n. (plural 
ob�l- kwec�nna)
carpet viper. g ajer e. Echis 
carinatus.

òb$l-kwìgcí n. (plural 
òb$l- kwìgcní)
Green-lined Snake or any green 
snake. damat s ir i. Hapsidophrys 
lineata.

òb$l-p/� n. (plural ob�l- p��n�)
python. mes a. Sebae.

òb$l-ùsù n.
harmless kind of snake. dak o ,  
mac in mat a,  � an g ida,  far in 
mac iji.

òb$l-gògà n.
African beauty snake: striped 
form. w ani ir in mac iji.
Psammophis sibilans.

òb$l-bòm& n.
Puff Adder, a snake whose skin 
looks like that of a python. w ani 
ir in mac iji. Bitis arietans.

ób ò n. (plural s'obo)
the gum-yielding Acacia.
t ar au niy a. Combretum 
verticillatum.

d'ò b 5 n. (plural c'obo)
pumpkin (fruit). k ab ew a.

ód  mk à v.
prune, cut off all new shoots or 
leaves growing from a tree.
� u ndu me.

ò d  n cé n. (plural od�ncene)
woodworm. g u n� a,  k ic ic iy a.

ò g á v. (past ógkà)
produce a large crop or yield, be 
productive. h aifu ,  y ay i � iy a 
� ay aw a. See: og nu'copo.

ò g má v. (active noun d'ogmo)
count. � iday a,  � ir g a.

d'ò g mò n.
counting. k iday a.

ò g -n ú ' cò p ó n.
kind of wild tuber.

ò g ò n.
the grass Rhytachne congoensis, 
used for making screens. iw a.

ò k á v. (past okka)
eat mouthfuls of sth which has 
been pounded into flour.
h amfu � a.

ò k ós ò v. (past okosko)
break off, peel off. !am!ar e.

ók s k ò adv.
a while ago, short time ago. da 
� anjimaw a. Variant: okso.

ok s o = oksko.
ò l á v. (past ólkà, active noun ù'òló)

shave. as k i,  as k e.
ù'ò l ó n.

an after-death celebration 
practised by the Lelna. al ' ada.

ò n á v. (past ónkà)
1) stop.
2) ripen and fall off. � ar e.

ón d ò n. (plural s'ondo)
marsh-tree. g iy ay y a. Mitragyna 
africana.

ón k à [o�nka�] v. (past onkka)
take, get. u ng o . See: gonka.

óop á num.
10 (ten). g o ma,  10.

d'ò p á n. (plural c'òpá)
red-hot ball of iron.

ò p à n. (plural opna)
tick. k as k a.
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óp k à v. (past ópkkà)
1) warp - become a funny shape.
b an� ar e.
2) = opse.

óp s è v. (past opske)
1) count up to ten. � ir g a zu w a 
g o ma.
2) make up to ten.
3) be about ten.

ór g ò n. (plural orgno)
termite. g ar a,  zag o .

d'órgò n. (plural c'orgo)
small anthill, termite mound. ji!a,  
s u r i.

ór mà v.
hoe hard ground lightly. k ank ar e.

v 'ò r má n. (plural s'orma)
wart, small hard growth on the 
skin. b a� in � an- dany a,  t u s ar  
jak i.

m 'or mo = m'kipi.

k'ò r ò n. (plural c'oro)
raffia; frond, leaf of a kind of palm-
tree used for making mats, hats or 
bags. k ab a.

ós k è v.
cause anxiety (impersonal).
damu w a.

os o = gàdá.
ò tá 2 n. (plural s'ota)

handle. � o t a.
ò tà 1 v. (past ótkà)

weigh down. nau y i.
ò và v. (past ovka)

cut with a knife. y ank a.
óvé s è v. (past oveske)

cut oneself. y ank e.
d'òvésè n.

wound sustained by cutting 
oneself. y ank a.

6   -  �

d'#b cò n. (plural c''bco)
quick leap. t s al l e.

$b g �vs $ v. (past &bg%vsk&)
encourage, urge someone (e.g. a 
wrestler to act furiously), cheer 
on, support. � ar fafa,  y i fadanc i,  
g u mb u r i. Variant: d&'gs,; 'bgs'.

$b g $ v. (past 'bgk')
be full of joy, rejoice. c ir a.

,b g s , v. (past 'bgsk') = d''gs'.
$b k  w � tt�r w � n. (plural 'bk 

w�tt�rw��n�)
stone partridge. k azar  du t s e.

$b k $ n. (plural 'bkn')
Bush-fowl. mak w ar w a,  fak ar a.
Francolinus bicalcoratus.

&bk-d'gw/ n.
kind of bush-fowl. mo vr o ,  fak ar a.

$b k -w é tt�r w � n. (plural 
&bk-wétt%rw/n.)
stone partridge. k azar  du t s e,  
w at a ir in mak w ar w a. Ptilopachus 
petrosus.

$b # v. (past 'bk')
1) uproot. t u m!u k e.
2) take out (e.g. from mortar).
� eb e.

s '$b $ n.
a flash of lightning. w al � iy a,  
ar adu .

$d # v. (past 'dk')
take your turn, get it over with.
h u t a. � Hav �n d w � �v �d �. Go to 
the well and do your turn.

$g l$ n.
gravel. b ir ji.

#g #1 v. (past ,gk<)
be watery. r u w a- r u w a,  y ay i 
r u w a- r u w a.

$g $2 n. (plural s''g')
Combretum kerstingii, a kind of 
tree. c ir ir i. Combretum kerstingii.

&g&-púsú n. (plural s''g'-pusu)
white 'g'. t ar au niy a. Combretum 
glutinosum; C. lamprocarpum.
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&g&-gy,zó n. (plural s''g'-gy,zó)
red 'g'. c ir ir i.

#h $ pro.
he, she, this one. s h i,  it a. Variant: 
'p'.

$k $ v. (past 'kk')
pinch, chip off, break off a piece of 
sth. � u c i,  far a,  s o ma. � � m �kk� 
b� b#  r umv �n t aaba r ovo. I broke a 
bit of tobacco from your piece.

$k $n n # v.
pinch off a fragment. !inc ina.
Variant: t'k'nn'.

$l k  cì n. (plural s'&lk$cì)
kind of creeper or climber used for 
making medicine for chickens.
t s ir o  ma y ado .

$l k # v. (past ,lkk<, active noun u',lkò)
1) scrape, dig up. � w a� u l e.
2) spoon out mush from cooking 
pot. k w as a.

$l#1 n.
cough. t ar i. Continuous: s'&l,.

k'&l, n. (plural c'&l,)
phlegm. majina. See: k'gahama.

$l$2 v. (past ,lk&)
1) scoop out small amount (e.g. oil 
using a finger). � ib a.
2) draw a bow (pull string tight to 
shoot an arrow). jab ak a k a 
h ar b a.

,lk táu ad phrase.
expensive. mai t s ada. See: k'l.v/.

$mg # v.
uproot, pull up. t u g e.

>mn á  d à p tà n.
Canis - the 'Dog' constellation 
(Orion. Iw ani.

#m$1 n. (plural 'mn')
1) dog. k ar e.
2) (met.) adulterer, promiscuous 
person. mazinac i,  k w ar t o .

d',m& n.
adultery, promiscuity. zina.

dòk ,m& See: janka. = dòk jánká.
$m#2 vt. (past ,mk&)

take, pick up, bring along. � au k i.

v '$m$ n. (plural s''m')
lifting opponent in the air when 
wrestling. c ir ar  s h is s h iniy a.

#ms è v. (past 'mske)
be fast asleep. ams h i.

#mv�n  d w � n. (plural 'mnan dw�)
kind of water beetle. k u namar  
r u w a.

$n #1 n. (plural s''n')
kind of twining plant. t s ir o  ma 
y ado .

&n dáptà n.
variation.

$n $2 vi. (past 'nk', active noun s''n)
1) cry - weep or sound. k u k a.
2) ooze. y i nas o .

s',n n.
sound. � ar a.

,p , (plural 'pn') = 'h'.
#p ú h à pro.

this one. w annan. See: 'punlo.
Variant: 'puhana; 'puna.

#p ú n l ó pro. (plural 'pnanlo)
that one. w a� anc an. See: 'puha.
Variant: 'punzo.

$s # v. (past ,sk&, active noun u''s')
1) be damp or ooze. mai y in 
nas o .
2) sweat, implying working hard.
zu fa.

d',sskè n.
trouble. damu w a.
3) = gada.

$s -$s $ id.
1) damp, oozing. nas o .
2) sweating, perspiring. nas o .

#s s k $ v.
be proud of sb. ji da.

d'$t# n. (plural c''t')
back of the head. � ey a.

$t$ v. (past 'tk', active noun s''t')
fry. s o y a.

ì'3u n.
shoulder of meat. k ar fat a.

ì'$z é n.
loud, unpleasant noise. s u r u t u .
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P  -  p

d'p á n.
childhood. y ar int a,  � u r u c iy a.

p à n. (plural paana)
1) shikra, a small greyish hawk.
w ani ir in s h ah o . Accipiter badius.
2) any bird of prey in general, 
including eagles, hawks etc.
s h ah o .

pàa-púsú n. (plural paa-pusnu)
white hawk, possibly a Dark 
Chanting Goshawk. far in s h ah o .
Melierax metabates.

pàa gòngò = cev-gongo.
pàa hwèlá n.

grasshopper-eating bird of prey.
w ani ir in s h ah o .

p à a v. (past pàaká)
1) hang up out of the way. r at ay a.
2) plunge or thrust (into roof to 
keep sth out of the way). � ir k a.

p á a d adj.
whitish. fat ,  k al ,  k as . Variant: 
paade.

d'p á a l á n. (plural c'paala)
small piece, strip. y ank i,  g u t s u r e.
Variant: d'páará.

c'p à a tá a b à n.
shaving of hair into three parts.
fas k ar e.

p à a té 1 v. (past pàatk6, active noun 
u'paato)
take round, share, display goods 
for sale. y aw at a,  t al a.

p à a tè 2 n.
side, beside or by sth. g efe.

p à a v id.
sound of sudden vomiting or 
spraying. fes a.

p á cà l id.
sound of sth falling into shallow 
water. fac al . From: Hausa?

p a d = pat.
p à d á v. (past padka)

filter. dig e.
p à d à a cú v. (past padkaacu)

hurry, move fast. h anzar t o .
p à d à d à = pididi.
p à d à t id.

sound of sudden parting (e.g. of 
rope). � at s e. See: pudut.

p á d p á d á 1 ad.
very white. far i � al - � al .

p à d p à d à 2 ad.
flowing. fit o w a,  y ay y o .

p à g á vi. (past págkà)
keep out of the way, avoid being 
noticed. k au c e w a,  l a!e.

à pàgà adv.
to one side, out of the way. w aje,  
a fak e.

p à g à s á vt. (past pàgáskà)
put aside or away. ajiy e w .a. w aje 
� ay a.

p à g á t id.
sound of sth suddenly being 
forced open (with a bang). w ani 
ir in mo t s i. See: pugut.

k'p à g ò n. (plural c'pago)
compartment, hiding place, 
crevice. l u ng u .

k'p á g p á g ò n. (plural c'pagpago)
niche, crevice, hiding place (esp. 
in granary or stream). s a� o .

p á k adv.
never. dadai. Variant: puk.

p à k à v. (past pakka)
track; hide when pursuing, in 
readiness to catch sth. fak a.

p á k d á v. (past pakdka)
shake off dust. g ir g i� a. Variant: 
pakta, paktka.
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ù'p á k d ó v.
1) swallow. h a� iy a.
2) winnow. b ak ac e. � A: Y# u r e e n 
nu'e mo?  B : U  e l nu'p akd o. A: What 
is he doing? B: He is winnowing.

p à k ò v.
ambush, lie in wait for sth. fak o .

p á k p á k á adv.
never ever! t ab a.

p à k p à k à adv.
fluttering. faffanniy a,  fiffik a.
Variant: p�kp�k� (perceived from 
a distance); p�kp�k� (for small 
birds).

p á k p á k ò n. (plural s'pakpako)
Bauhinia reticulata - a kind of tree 
that bears long rattling pods.
s h ak al a,  k ar g o .

k'pákpákò n. (plural c'pákpákò)
pods of the Bauhinia tree. diy an 
ic en k ar g o .

p á k r á -p á k r á id.
crackling noise made by a bush 
fire. r a� a� a. Variant: p�kr�-p�kr�; 
pukru-pukru.

p a k ta 1 v. (past paktka) = pakda.
p à k tà 2 n.

kind of creeping plant with bitter 
roots used as medicine. jib dar  
� as a. See: p�kt�.

p à k tà 3 n.
kind of locust. w at a ir in far a.

d'p à k tà v.
trip sb up. t ande.

p a k ta l = p�kt�l.
k'p à l  g #vg è n.

pseudo-storm during harvest
season with overcast skies but no 
rain. h o l o � o . Variant: 
k'palgw�vce.

p à l à vt. (past palka, active noun c'pala)
1) appease, persuade. l al l as a.
2) fondle. y i t s ar anc e.
3) deceive, slander. r u � a,  r ik ic i,  
y au dar a,  zamb at a. Variant: 
palga, palgka; palkka.

p a l g a v. (past palgka) = pala.

k'p a l g w & vce = k'pal g'vge.
c'p à l k à v.

sham, pretend. r u � u . See: 
c'l��ms�.

p a l k k a = pala.
p à l ò o ad.

looking absent-mindedly. w ani 
ir in du b a. Variant: lalloo.

p á má 1 v. (past pamka)
understand, find a solution to a 
problem. g anew a.

p à má 2 n. (plural pamna)
kind of honey bee. k u � an zu ma 
w ani ir i.

d'p à mà n. (plural c'pama)
bell, tied to oneself to draw 
attention and be honoured.
� ar ar r aw a.

d'p à mà s k �i n.
freedom, the opportunity to relax.
daidai w ani ir i.

k'p á mp á má n. 
top of the head. t s ak ar  k ai.

p á mp à mp á m id.
completely finished. famfamfam.

p á mtà vt.
shape to fit.

p à n à v. (past panka)
1) throw a stick at sth. jefa da 
s anda.
2) cut throat, slaughter. y ank e 
w u y a.

v 'p a n a 1 = 
v'hyundu.

v 'p à n à 2 n.
(plural 
s'pana)
tribal marks.
t s ag a. See: 
pànká
(medicinal 
cuts).

d'p á n d á n.
pick-up truck. � ar amin l o r i.
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k'p á n d á n. (plural c'panda)
large earthenware bowl or pot 
used for 
frying food 
like g-nuts.
b ab b an 
k as k o .

p à n g á [pa�n�a�]
n.
outskirts -
outside the 
settlement 
area.
b ay an 
g ar i.

p á n g r á m [pa����a�m] id.
ring - sound of metal striking sth 
hard. � ar a.

p à n k á 1 [pa�nka�] vi. (past pankka)
turn round or over. ju y a.

p à n k á 2 [pa�nka�] vi. (past pankka, 
active noun c'panko)
cut or slit open (a part of the body) 
to release blood to put a charm or 
medicine inside. t s ag a. See: s'pana
(cuts solely for decoration).

p á n k s á [pa�nksa�] vt. (past pànkská, 
active noun ù'pànksá)
1) turn (sth) over. ju y a.
2) interpret, translate. y i fas s ar a.

p à n s  n h w è l á n.
branding iron. ac u r ak i.

p à n tá v. (past pántkà)
1) bring over, take across. k aw o .
Variant: pante, pantke; panto, 
pantko.
2) bring sth up for discussion.
t u ni.

k'p à n tà n. (plural c'panta)
(right) hip throw, a wrestling 
move. dab ar an k o k aw a. See: 
k'd'k'.

p a n te v. (past pantke) = panta.
p a n to v. (past pantko) = panta.
p à p id.

perspiring profusely. k as h ir !an,  
daddau na.

p à p à p à = p�p�p�.

p à p à s á v. (past papaska)
tilt over, pour from one vessel into 
another. ju y e. Variant: pasasa; 
patasa; pataska.

p à p  r s à v. (past pap�rska)
fight with or shout at sb in an 
angry manner. s ant aw a.

p à p p à a adv.
hanging low. r at ay a k as a- k as a.
Variant: p�pp��; p�pp�pp��; 
p�pp��; p�pp�pp��.

p á p r à v. (past pap�rka)
roast sth hurriedly. s o y aw a,  g as h i.

p à r à s id.
pierce, break through. s o k a.

p à r á s n è prep.
underneath, beneath. � ar � as h in.

p á r á t id.
popped (e.g. into burrow), 
entering with speed or by force.
� u du s ,  k u � e,  b u k u t . Variant: 
purut; p'r't; karat.

p á s 1 id.
chocked full, full to the brim. t at il .

p à s 2 id.
crack - sound of pot or eggs 
breaking. � ar ar  fas aw a. Variant: 
cas.

p à s à v. (past páskà)
cross over (e.g. road, bridge).
� et ar a.

d'pàsà n. (plural c'pasa)
gateway, crossing place, over a 
river or stream. mafit a. � Hy oms o 
g e d k na d 'p as a. A hippopotamus has 
blocked the [river] crossing.

p a s a s a = papasa.
p à s  n k �k  l  [pa�s�%�k�$k�%l�%] adv.

For no good reason, or without 
taking any thought for 
consequences. b anzan,  w o fi.
Variant: pasnuk�k�l�.

à'p á s k à adj. (plural c'paska; s'paska)
much, many, in large numbers. da 
y aw a.

p á s k à v.
have a tendency to. fay e,  fay ew a.
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p à s ò n.
across, over (there) or the other 
side, e.g. a new settlement of a 
town across a river. � et ar e,  
� al � as h i. See: m'p%s%nn%.

p à s p á s ò adv.
on both sides. k o w ane g efe,  h ag u  
da dama.

p á s tè v. (past pastke)
1) take across. � et ar a,  � a� ab a. �
Pas t  i 'hon �n r i g t  �n g e n. Take the 
calabash across the river.
2) transfer, move from one 
container to another.

p á t id.
1) 'twang' - sound made by 
bowstring or catapult when 
released. w ani ir in mo t s i.
2) 'crack' - sound of a stick 
breaking suddenly. � ar ar  fas aw a.
3) sound of passing wind. � ar ar  
t u s a. Variant: pet; p't; put; pud; 
pad; bip.

p á tá 1 n. (plural patana)
Fork-tailed Bush Katydid, a kind of 
grasshopper. w at a ir in far a.
Scudderia furcata.

p à tà 2 v. (past patka, active noun 
u'pato)
pour out gently. t s iy ay a.

p á tà l id.
1) fallen and looking helpless, 
limp.
2) swinging from side to side. l il o ,  
s h il l o .

ù'p á tà l l è n.
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

p a ta s a v. (past pataska) = papasa.
p à tà tà = p't't'.
p à t r s k à v.

place across, sling across. h ar � a.
c'p á tp á tò n.

porridge-like mixture of flour put 
into boiling water to start making 
mush food. r u � a. See: d'gaa.

p á tr à v. (past pat�rka)
1) twist together, tangle. g ic c i. See: 
s�bl�.
2) sling across shoulder. s a!a.

p à và và ad.
looking directly at sb, glaring. k afa 
ido  k o  h as k ak aw a.

p à z à z z à ad.
with sparks. t ar t s at s i. � U  bonko 
c e k �n hw e la p az az z a. She threw a 
burning stick with a cloud of sparks.
Variant: pyazaza.

p �+k  v.
temporarily fix hairstyle, tie slackly 
as temporary measure. l al l a!a,  
k u mb u c e.

p �+l id.
1) shooting up suddenly, legs 
flailing, with a pop! k w ado .
2) sudden opening of eyes.
Variant: v��l.

p  +r � v. (past p��rk�, active noun 
u'p��ru)
spin thread. k ada zar e.

p  +r � v. (past p$�rk%)
roll cotton between hand to make 
thread. b u r u nt a.

p �+s  v. (past p��sk�)
take down, pull off. c ir o .

p  +t  p  +t adv.
stagger, (walking) unsteadily, 
shakily, as if drunk. w at a ir in 
t afiy a.

p �d k  vi. (past p�dkk�)
wake up. fal k a,  far k a.

p �g �s  v. (past p�g�sk�)
chip piece off. s as s a� a,  � ai� ay e,  
t ay a.

p �g ì s í v. (past p�giski, active noun 
d'p�gisi)
stumble, stub (foot) against sth.
t u nt u !e.

p +g p +g + = p�gp�g�.
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p  k  d k n  + ad.
1) not balanced, precarious, e.g. 
sth improperly seated on its base.
b ai t s ay a daidai b a. � T��s �d  t a 
t w # # s #  d a, d  e mk p �k�d kn��. The 
load is not balanced, it is precarious.
2) indecently (describing a way of 
sitting exposing oneself). w aw an 
zama.

k'p �k  mp �k mù n. (plural 
c'p�k�mp�kmu)
hole to hide in (e.g. in bank of 
river), lair. l u ng u ,  l u g g a.

p �k �ms ú v. (past p�k�msku)
throw handfuls. afi. See: 
l�k�msku.

p �k d  v.
be careless, act without taking 
care, give an opportunity. s ak ac i.

s 'p  k í n.
a person (often a child) who cries 
continuously without a good 
reason. jinjini.

p �k p �k � adv.
with a flapping of wings (seen 
from a distance and almost 
inaudible). faffak a,  fiffik a. See: 
pakpaka.

p �k ú n. (plural p�knu)
Long-tailed Nightjar. y au t ai.
Scotornis climacurus.

p �l  v. (past p�lk�, active noun u'p�lu)
bloom, blossom, flower. fu r e t a 
h u da,  y i fu r e. Variant: pìl$, 
pilk�.

p  l k � v.
resurface, flower. s ak e t as h i.

p �l ù u ad.
looking faint, absent-minded.
s h ir u . Variant: p�ruu; p�r�mcuu.

p  m id.
suddenly. k ac i!is .

p �n k � [p���k��] = boma.
p �p id.

pop! - suddenly burst out (e.g. a 
cork). !il l a.

p �p k  v. (past p�kk�)
1) blaze up (fire). h ang u l a.
2) rise up in anger (e.g. to defend 
one's ground). t as h i da fu s h i.
3) burst out, like a pruned tree. fid 
da du r e.

p �p k s í v. (past p�pkski)
flutter. faffak a.

p +p p ++ = pappaa.
p �p p �s � v. (past p�pp�sk�)

continue. c i g ab a. Variant: 
t�tt�s�, t�t�sk�.

p +r +mcu u = p�luu.
p �r  n t� v. (past p�r�ntk�)

do sth but not quite complete, give 
up when one is close. g aza.

p �r p  g ù n. (plural s'p�rp�gu)
kind of shrub. r aw ay a.
Cochlospernum tintocrium.

k'p �r ú n. (plural c'p�ru)
flower. fu r e.

p +r u u = p�luu.
p �s �n n  v. (past p�s�nk�)

cross, climb over or pass by force.
� et ar e.

m'p%s%nn% vn.
across, over. � et ar en,  a k an.

p �t id.
lurch, roll suddenly, suddenly slip 
from sb's grasp. s u !u l .

p �t� v. (past p$tk%, active noun 
c'p%t%)
1) be superior to, surpass, 
exceed, be more than. fifit a,  
fific e,  fifik o ,  g o t a,  � ar e,  g ag ar a.
2) be older then. g azag u r u ,  � ar a.

p%t%s$ vt. (past p%t$sk%)
give more than. b ay ar  fiy e da.

p é ck è adv.
close. k u s a da,  a mat s e. See: 
kyúnksì 'very near'.



p e c o p ;

161 

p è có v. (past pecko)
put something on the fire to cook 
or boil it. aza.

d'p è có n. (plural c'peco)
one stone out of the three which 
form a native cooking place.
mu r fu .

p é d é  p é d é adv.
at the side. mat s o - mat s o .

p è es ò n.
stirring of mush food with a stick.
t u � a t u w o .

p è g á vt. (past pegka; pekka)
prop up, put close together. � au r a 
dau r a da,  ajiy a k u s a. � Hav �v 
p e g am i 'd or o ban hw e la. Go and put 
the pot near the fireplace for me. See: 
bègá 'prop up'.

p è k à v. (past pekka)
(try to) lift a heavy load. � a� � ak a,  
� ag a.

p è k �d k n è e ad.
swollen or puffed up, about to 
burst. !al o !al o ,  b amb an.

p è k �d s á v. (past pek�dska)
squeeze. k u s a.

ù'p è k tá n.
foam, lather. k u mfa.

p è l á v. (past pélkà)
reappear, become visible again 
having faded or died away (of the 
moon). g anin s ab o  w at a.

ù'p é l ó n.
spring gushing out of rock.
mar mar o .

p è n tà n. (plural pentna)
Common Bulbul. w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u . Pycnonotus barbatus.

p é r  mk à v. 
meditate, think about. t u na.

p é r é r é adj.
long, narrow, thin and upright 
(usu. of trees). fir ir i. Variant: 
perpere.

p è r è r è n. (plural s'pèrèrè)
kind of grass with hollow stem 
which can be used as a straw; 
reed. w ani ir in h ak i.

p é r má n.
kind of Sorghum. w at a ir in daw a.

p è r mò n.
contemplation, meditation, 
thought, reflection. zu l u mi.

p er p er e = pèrèrè.
p è s à v.

flick, chip off, slice off. !al g ac e,  
!ag u r e,  g ididdib a,  dat s a.

p è s mò n. (plural pes�mno)
1) sterility, being unable to 
produce offspring. b ak ar ar iy a.
2) eunuch, sexually impotent man 
or woman. mar mat a,  maza- mat a.

p et = pat.
p è tà v.

cook by boiling. dafa,  g ir k a.
p è z á v. (past pezka)

brush off, shake off. k ak k a!e.
v 'p è z á n. (plural s'peza)

dried pole, rail stuck in the middle 
of a compound with hooks or 
dried branches used for hanging 
domestic materials on. jig o ,  
mar at ay i.

p é z g à v. (past pezgka)
sweep or shake off dust, etc.
k ak k a!e.

p é z p é z é adj.
neat and tidy. t s ab t ac e.

p � 1 v. (past p��k�)
open. b u � e.

p �2 adv.
where. ina. Variant: p=�.
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p �d �d � = pididi.
p �& k ò v.

1) turn things upside down in 
search of sth. k ifa na c ig it a.
2) reveal secret. t o naw a as ir i.

p � & r � v. (past p��rk�)
be stealthy, quiet. y in t s anda.

v 'p �& r � n. (plural s'p��r�)
long, narrow piece of land. g efe.

p � & t� n. (plural s'p��t�)
1) moon. w at a (l o k ac i).
2) month. w at a (l o k ac i).

p �& ù adv.
lying flat and straight. mi� e.

p �g p �g � adv.
tied loosely at the base. s o k o s o k o .
Variant: p�gp�g�.

p �h á pro.
where. ina ne nan. Variant: p�na.

c'p �i n.
traditional ceremony held to 
appease the gods before starting 
g'lm'. w at a ir in al ' ada.

k'p � ip � i n. (plural c'p�ip�i)
circular mat used for covering 
vessels. faifai,  t ait ai.

p �k �d p �k d ò adv.
sickly or stunted (of sth growing).
t amil o ,  � y amo .

p � k � vt.
inspect. du b a.

k'p �k � n. (plural c'p�k�)
hand-woven fan made from frond 
leaves. mah ih it a,  b ig imi,  
mafaifaic i. Small: d'p�k�.

p & k p & k &
(specifically for smaller birds). = 
pakpaka.

p & k r &  p & k r & = pakra-pakra.

p � k t�mp � n. (plural p�kt�mp�n�)
butterfly. mal am- b u � e- l it t afi,  
al manani.

p �k t� n.
kind of twining plant used as a 
cure for stomach pain. w as u  ir in 
t s ir e- t s ir e. Variant: pakta.

p �k t�l adv.
manner of thin person or animal 
falling flat on the ground. w ani 
ir in mo t s i,  r amame. Variant: 
paktal (heavier object falling).

p �l � v. (past p�lk�)
rend, tear (off), rip. t s ag a,  k et a,  
y ag a.

k'p � l � tò n. (plural p�l�tno)
Fulani person. fil ani.

p � mk � v.
run away, start off early in the 
morning, take to one's heels.
k al k al a.

p & n a = p�ha.
p � n d � v. (past p�ndk�, active noun 

u'p�ndo)
peel off, strip. zag a.

p � p id.
in a snatching manner. fizg a,  
s h ak af.

p �p �p � id.
1) sound of the wind blowing.
mo t s in is k a.
2) hanging near to the ground.
� as a- � as a. Variant: pipipi; 
papapa.

p �p k � v. (past p�pkk�, active noun 
s'p�pko)
talk or scold with loud voice.
k u w w at a fada da k ar fi.

p �p l � n.
Vetiveria zizaniodes - a kind of 
scented grass. jema. Veviteria 
zizaniodes.

p �p p 7 v. (past p.pp/k.)
burn clear an area as a fire 
defence around one's compound 
after the rains have gone. � u na
w u r i.

p & p p & & = pappaa.
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p �r p �r � adj.
sleek, smooth (of hair or animal's 
fur). s u mu l .

p �s � v. (active noun u'p�so)
shell, peel, skin. !ar a.

p �t l k � v.
large (size or amount). y ana da 
g ir ma. Variant: k�p�lk�.

p �t� v. (past p/tk.)
rush in, burst in. s h ig a,  � u s o ,  
s h ig ada s au r i w ani ir i.

v 'p �t� n. (plural s'p�t�)
splinter. s ar t s e.

p � tk � v.
barge in - enter without waiting for 
an invitation. k u t s a.

p í n. (plural pìiní)
weevil, a very small brown grain-
eating insect with a long snout.
may a,  k w ar in w ak e.
Curculionidae.

m 'p í n.
1) black liquid 
women use to 
decorate their 
faces. g al ena.
2) ink. ink i.

v 'p í n. (plural s'pi)
pin, safety pin. fil .

p ì cà l = pìtàl.
p ì d ì d ì id.

ponderously (of sth being 
dragged). g ir ir i. Variant: padada; 
pududu (also of diarrhoea); 
p�d�d� (of small thing or 
diarrhoea).

p íd ù adv.
(leave) completely, disappear for 
a long time or always. fafau ,  
da� ai. � U  g i i k p i d u, u t a s ud u han 
d a. She went back completely, and did 
not come back again.

p íis ù v. (past piisku, active noun 
u'piisu)
be fit and healthy, feel well. l afiy a.

p ì l  1 v.
wipe. y ac e.

p ì l  2 v. (past pilk�, active noun u'pilu)
= p�l�.

p ì l �mmá l á k á n. (plural 
s'pil�mmaka)
kind of grass with sharp seeds 
which stick to clothes. w ani ir in 
h ak i,  dau � ar  b ay i.

p ì l �mp ì l mù adj.
scanty, having hardly enough. na 
k a� an.

p il l +mma l a k a = ill�mmalaka.
p ím id.

very swollen. s u t u - s u t u ,  t im.
p im+s + v. (past pim�sk�) = l''se.
p ímk � adj.

deep. y i zu r fi.
p ín d � v. (past pindk�, active noun 

u'pindu; c'pindu)
wipe up, use finger to clean a 
bowl of soup. s u � e,  k w an� e.

p ì n d p ì n d ù adj.
messy or scruffy. s u di,  b ar k at ai.

p ì n d ù n. (plural pindnu)
'stink ant' - smelly black ant.
g w ano .

ù'p ì n d ù n.
kind of smell. w ani ir in w ar i.

p ín k � [p���k��] v. (past pinkk�)
wipe. y ac e,  s h ar e.

p ì p id.
sound of sth heavy falling from a 
height. t im.

p ip ip i = p�p�p�.
p íp r í adv.

1) at the same time. a l o k ac i 
� ay a.
2) together. t ar e.
3) bumping into sb you know 
unexpectedly. y i k ic i!is  da.

p ír ít adj.
tiny, very fast and sudden (of 
movement). s ir it .

p ír $ excl.
'good luck'. w ani ir in dac e,  s a' a.

p ís v.
ignore call. fu nfir is ,  da� e� e.
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p ì s  v. (past písk%)
1) spray or spit out. fes a,  fu r za. �
K ad av p i s � c 't # i  le v uhna. Do not spit 
on this side.
2) spread out again (e.g. tree).
y a� a.

d'p ì s k ù n.
libation - offering poured out to a 
god. r ifa.

d'p ís ú v.
sprout. t o h o .

p ít id.
(slip off) suddenly. s u ndu l e,  
s u l miy a.

p ì tà l id.
falling flat on the ground. w ani 
ir in fa� u w a,  w ani ir in mo t s i.
Variant: pizal; pìcàl.

ì'p ì t l k � n.
being in a mess. mas u  w ani ir i.

p ì tl  v. (past pìt$lk%, active noun 
c'pìtl$)
struggle with lack and feeling 
disturbed or in disorder, not able 
to do what you want/plan to do 
(impersonal). r as h in dama.

p ì tl í p ì tl í adv.
muddled up, confused. t au y ay e.

p iz a l = pital.
p ó vi.

tire. g aji.
m 'p ò n.

fatigue, tiredness. g ajiy a,  k as al a.
d'p ò d é s è v.

sustain a bruise. k u je.
p ò d k ò adj. (plural podkno)

immature (of grasshopper) -
without wings. � ar amin far a 
w anda b ai is a g as h in t as h i b a.

p ód mà v.
scrape off or remove bark.
k ank ar e,  !u l g u t a,  !amb ar a.

p ò g à v. (past pogka)
break a bit off. !u l g u t a.

d'p ò g l á n. (plural c'pòglá)
hat. h u l l a. � � m w aka d 'p og la. I 
bought a hat. See: d'zemna.

p ò l à n. (plural polna)
wasp. r ina.

p ómà n. (plural pomna)
blind person. mak ah o .

m 'p ómà n.
blindness. mak ant a.

p ò ok á v.
be tired. g u l !e,  jak k at a.

p ò ol á v. (past poolka)
1) grind sth for second or third 
time. t is a.
2) do again, redo. t u mfu s a,  t is h i.

p ò oy� adj.
new. s ab o .

p op p o = pipri.
d'p ór ò n. (plural c'poro)

swelling, blister. k u mb u r i.
p ò tà v. (past potka, active noun 

d'poto)
sprout, grow. b u n� u ,  du m!ar u ,  
t s ir a,  k u mb u r o .

c'pòtkà-pótkà n.
plants or things that sprout in 
general. t s ir e.

p ò tá n k à [po�ta��ka�] v.
press down on sth with the edge 
or tip of sth. dir t s e.

p ót mk à v.
pinch continuously. mu nt s u na,  
t s u ng u l a.

p ò t ms k à v.
pester. addab a.

d'p ótó n.
illness accompanying teething.
t amo w a.

d'p #ccò n.
life. r ai. See: p&t&.

v 'p $d é n. (plural s'p'ds'pode)
line, strip (of land for farming).
g ar g ar e.

d'p $d è n.
small, marked piece of (usu.) 
land. � ar amin fil i.

ì'p $d è n.
direction, portion or part. s h iy y a.
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p #d m$ v. (past p&d$mk&)
beat person or animal gently.
danda� a.

p $d $d $ = p't't'.
p $g # vi. (past p'gk', active noun 

s'p'g')
call. k ir a. � A c aav p �g � ne t av r ovo.
Later on call your wife.

p #k 1 id.
sleeping soundly. w at a ir in � ar a.

p $k 2 id.
'plop'. w at a ir in � ar a. Variant: 
p'kd'.

p ,k d , = p'k2.
p $k #n n $ v.

kill by beating. b u g e.
p $k p $k $ adv.

with oil marks. s h afa.
p #k r # n.

epidemic that kills large numbers 
of people. amameg i,  anno b a.

p $k r $ p $k r $ adv.
abundantly (of fruit falling).
r a!a!a.

p #k s $ v. (past p'ksk')
make sth dirty. � azant a (da).

p $k tò n.
thresh unripe guinea corn. g y ar a 
daw a w anda b e b u s h e b a.

p $l$l$ adv.
noiselessly moving, like a snake.
s u l u l u .

p $n d $ n. (plural s'p'nd')
Odina barteri, the resin-bearing 
tree. far u . Lannea microcarpa; 
Lannea fruticosa.

m'p&nd& n.
the very small fruit of Odina 
barteri. � iy an far u .

v 'p $n í n. (plural s'p'ni)
small piece of meat. t s o k a.

p $, v. (past p''k')
1) ripen fruit by storing. nu k a.
2) leave to ferment. r u !a.

p #,c' k à l à greeting.
greetings! s annu . See: h''c'kala.

p $,c$ n. (plural s'p''c')
hungry rice. ac c a,  int ay a.

c'p #,k n $ n.
early morning rain, starting either 
side of sunrise. r u w an s ama da 
s afe.

p #,s $ v. (past p''sk')
greet. s annu .

p,'sbàadé greeting.
'well done!'. s annu  k adai.

d'p #,s s $ n. (plural c'p''ss')
greeting, act of greeting. g ais u w a.

ì'p $p è n.
whitlow. dan� ank ar e.

p $p p # v.
grill, toast or singe. b ab b ak a.

p ,r ,t = parat.
p $r p $r $ adj.

smooth, without a scratch. s u mu l -
s u mu l .

p ,t = pat.
p $t$ adj.

immature (of fruit), unripe, raw.
dany u ,  dany e. � U  kaaka c 'g ol 
c 'p �t �. She plucked some immature 
locust bean pods. Variant: g�m�; 
gim'.

p $t$ v. (past p,tk&, active noun 
à'p&t&)
give birth, live (hence 'life'). r ai,  
h aifu w a. See: d'p,ccò.

p $t$t$ id.
sound made when squeezing sth 
out of a tube or pot. mo t s in pit a.
Variant: patata; p'd'd'.

p ú 1 v. (past puuku)
boil. t afas a.

p ù 2 v. (past puuku)
wrap. k u ms a.

p u d = pat.
p ù d ù d ù = pididi.
p ù d ù t = padat.
d'p ù g � n. (plural c'pug�)

raised platform of beaten mud -
for sitting on or storing pots away 
from ground. w ani ir in da!e.
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p ù g ù v. (past pug�mku)
chip off. !ant al e.

p ú g ú t = pagat.
p u k 1 = pak.
p ù k 2 id.

'thud'. � ima,  b if.
p ù k à a id.

1) foaming. t as h in k u mfa.
2) cloud of dust or kapok-pollen 
blown by wind. b u nu nin r imi.
Variant: puka-puka.

d'p ú k k �mp ù r í n. (plural 
c'pukk�mpuri)
kind of drum. w at a ir in g ang a.

p ú k p ú k n à a mn á n.
type of shrub whose leaves are 
used for medicine or soup. g any e 
ir in na mag ani k o  namiy a.

p ú k p ú k ù n.
the Sodom apple shrub.
t u mfafiy a. Calotropis procera.

p ù k p ù k ù ad.
with difficulty (esp. of cooking, e.g. 
lighting fire from wet wood).
daw iy a.

m 'p ù k r ù n.
moth. fiy ay e.

p ù k tí-p ù k tí ad.
with an effort or struggle. daw iy a.

p ù k tú 1 v. (past puktku)
1) try very hard to overcome sth 
difficult. mat s a dai.
2) smother (self) in dust. b u t u -
b u t u .

p ù k tù 2 n.
1) desire or craving for meat.
k w a� ay i,  k w adai.
2) kind of grasshopper. w at a ir in 
far a.

p ù l à a adv.
in a cloud (e.g. of dust). b u y a.
Variant: pula-pula; pul��.

p ù l � n. (plural c'pul�)
brain. k w any a.

p u l & & = pulaa.
d'p u l u = d'kul�.

p ù l ù v. (past púlkù)
take a small amount of sth. � ib a 
k adan.

ù'p ù n n.
dawn, the beginning of day.
as s al at u .

p ú n g ù [pu���u�] v. (past pungku)
glean. k al a.

c'púngù [t�pu���u�] n.
second gleaning (of groundnuts, 
sweet potatoes, etc.). � w ar c e.

d'p ù n k ù [��dpu�nku�] n. (plural 
c'punku)
parcel, bundle, package, sth 
wrapped. � u ns a,  � u ns h i.

m 'p ú p s ù n.
smell of burnt hair. � au r i.

p ú r tk � v.
burst. fas h e,  !ar k e.

p ú r ts k � v.
hatched. � y an� y as h e.

p ú r tù v. (past purtku, active noun 
d'purtu; u'purtu)
burst. fas h e,  !ar k e.

p ù r ù s adv.
easily. s au � a.

p ù r ù s ú v. (past purusku)
burst, break through, e.g. when 
digging a hole or tunnel. k u t s a,  
fas a.

p u r u t1 = parat.
p u r u t2 = parat.
p u s 1 = mus.
p ù s 2 adv.

in a puff (of smoke). b u s ar ,  
h ay ak i.

p ù s �s  v. (past pus�sk�)
make whiter, whiten; (met. 
brighten). far ant a.

í'p ù s í adj.
white. far i.

p ù s p ù s ù adj.
not pure white, off-white. b a far i 
b a s o s ai.

ù'p ù s ú n.
luck, fortune or chance. a' fal u ,  
g ant ak a.
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p ù s ú k ù v.
be white. y i far i.

p ù s ú u  c' d �b � n.
rejoicing. h amdal a.

p u t = pat.
p ù t ms ú v. (past put�msk�, active 

noun d'putmu)
gulp, scoff, eat too quickly.
g u mb u � a,  h andama.

p u tt+ v. (past putk�) = putti.
p ú ttì v. (past putki)

take back, return. may ar . Variant: 
putt�, putk�.

c'p ú tú n.
melting of old pieces of metal to 
form into new tools. r amb a� e,  
r aw ay e.

d'p ù tú n. (plural c'putu)
bundle. k u ms h i,  du nk u l e.

p ù tù v. (past pútkù)
1) return. k o ma.
2) fold. na� e. � Hav �v p ut  
r i k-d 'l�c u. Go and fold sleeping-mat.

c'p ú u k n ù n.
small gift, usually given to sb who 
has given you a larger one. nu na 
g o diy a,  t o s h i.

p ù u t�+ adv.
unclear, dull - not easy to see 
through. du s h i- du s h i,  l u ms h e.
See: buut��. Variant: puu.

p ù z à l id.
manner of fall of something which 
was moving (legs all over the 
place). w ani ir in fa� u w a.

p yà a v. (past pyaaka)
trim, pare - cut away the outer 
part. y ank e,  g efe. Variant: pya.

p yà a z id.
twinkling of light. h as k aw a w ani 
ir i.

p yá l id.
bright and clean in appearance.
k ak at .

p yá n g á s [pja���a�s] adj.
1) empty, vacant. b a k o me.
2) clear. See: cadas.

p yá s id.
(washed) clear, spotless.
� w as h al .

p y� excl.
begging word used during the 
d'Biti celebration. k al mar  r o k o ,  
b ar k a. � A: "D'B i t i  p y �." B : "Vola 
b�r  vo p y �". A: "Happy d'biti" B:
"Same to you."

p y�+k s  v. (past py��ksk�)
finish telling sth, say all that you 
want. fa� i k o  menene.

p y$t$ adj.
unripe. r as h in � o s aw a,  � ait a.

d'py&t& adj. (plural c'py't')

R  -  r

r à a b á n.
kind of guinea corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.

r à a tà a adv.
swinging, dangling. r et o . Variant: 
raata-raata; r��t��; r''t''.

r à b à b à adv.
talking angrily, acting roughly and 
unpleasantly. !a!!ak i. Variant: 
radada.

r à b g s á v. (past rabgska)
lift up heavy load. c ic c i!a.

v 'r à b ó n. (plural s'rabo)
strap used for hanging things.
mar at ay i. Variant: v'rapco.

r à d á v. (past radka)
grill or toast. b ab b ak a.

r á d á d á 1 ad.
erect, upright. t s ay e.

r à d à d à 2 = rababa.
r á d b à v.

toast half-way, roast. � u na.



r ad bal r 7p

168   

r à d b à l adv.
scalded, raw (of skin which has 
been burnt). b u s h ew ar  jik i.
Variant: radboo.

r a d b oo = radbal.
r á d g à v. (past radgka)

thrash, beat. b u g a,  dak a.
v 'r á d ó n. (plural s'rado)

thunder (a peal of). t s aw a,  ar adu .
See: k'bagagau. Variant: v't�no.
From: Hausa?

k'r à d ó n. (plural s'rado)
long guinea cornstalk flute or 
horn. k ar an b u s aw a w ani ir i.

r á g à n. (plural c'raga)
old cloth. t s o fo n r ig a. From: 
English.

r á g d á adv.
slackly, loosely. mai k as al a k o  
s ak o - s ak o . Variant: ragdaa; 
ragda-ragda.

r á g tà v. (past ragtka)
attach loosely. s ak o - s ak o . Variant: 
r'gt', r'gtk'.

r à k à v. (past rakka)
slap. mar a.

r à k à k à ad.
1) high-spirited, boisterous 
(negative - implies disturbance).
mait s ima,  c as h ew a. � A c 'g �i  c e ka 
bo r akaka. The bride and groom 
arrived boisterously.
2) haughty. izza.

r à k á s à 1 n. (plural rakasana)
hippopotamus. do r ina.

r à k á s à 2 n.
irrational fear of the unknown.
ab in da w u c e ik o n � an Adam.

k'r à k k � d ' b à tà n. (plural c'rakk� 
d'batana)
old cow, bull or person. g y at u ma,  
g u zma.

r à k r à k à ad.
not quite full - 3/4 full. c ik a.

r á k r á k n à n.
stunted, poor-quality beans.
t s au r ar e.

r à k tá v. (past raktka)
winnow corn with a calabash or 
tray. b ak ac e,  fet ane.

r à k ú mí n. (plural n/a)
camel. r a' k u mi. From: Hausa.

r à n n. (plural ranna)
tsetse fly. � u dan t s ando ,  b ar b aje,  
b o b u w a.

r à n g  v-n ù ' cón [�a�����vnu�t�o�n] n.
(plural ràngs-nù'cón)
ear lobe. r afani,  c il il l ig a.

 r à n g è [�a���e�] n. (plural s'range)
vegetable creeper, a twining plant 
(crocodile tears). y a� iy a.
Leptadenia lancifolia; Leptadenia 
hastata.

v 'r á p cò n. = v'rabo.
r á p è n. (plural rapene)

lunged mud-fish. g aw o .
v 'r à p ó n. (plural s'rapo)

sling. mar at ay i.
r à s á v. (past raska)

step (in dance). t a� ai.
r �+t�+ = raataa.
r �b �m id.

drooping (of ears). l afi.
k'r  g d  n. (plural s'r�gd�; c'r�gd�)

dewlap. b amb ak w al i.
m 'r �g d  n. (plural c'r�gd�)

wattle. l ay u n t u mak i.
r �k r �k � v.

make a very sharp cut in sb's 
throat. y ank an ma� as h i.

r  n g k � [�����k��] adv.
breaking, about to break. y a nu na 
al aman k ar ew a.

r +n g r +n g u = r�ngr�ngo.
r �n k � r �n k � [����k�� ����k��] adv.

dangling, swinging. r ang a- r ang a.
See: raataa.

r  p adv.
tightly, a good fit (of something 
closed). daidai- w adaida.
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r  p r  p  adv.
blinking. mar madi w ani ir i.

r �r mù n. (plural r�r�mnu)
large kind of cricket, possibly the 
field cricket. g y ar e. Grillus 
assimilis.

s 'r +r u n.
beard (sg = 1 hair of beard).
g emu . Sg: v'r%rù.

r �r ù v t#n g n $
[����u�v to���no�] n.

first part of the 
guinea worm to 
come out.
g emu n 
k u r k u nu .

r �t�t� adv.
in large bunches.
it ac e h aih u  da 
y aw a.

r è v (cop).
be. See: el.

ì'r è b é n.
occiput, the back of the head or 
skull. k w any a,  � y ey a.

r é b g à n. (plural rebgna)
kind of tiger fish. b a� in k ifi.
Alestes spp.

d'r è b ó n.
1) handicap, deformity (e.g. 
blindness, amputated leg or arm).
r at a,  nak as s as h e.
2) insult against sb (or curse).
a' ana.

v 'r è d é n. (plural s'rede)
rough-edged back. � eg e.

r é d é d é adj.
puffed up in anger. g ab any a.

r è g d á v. (past règ$dkà)
1) guard, protect. y i g adi. � N okav 
r e g d am k'maat u. Come and guard the 
car.
2) stand somewhere waiting (for 
someone to come back). jir a.

r è g d ò n. (plural s'regdo)
horseradish. zo g al e.

v 'r è g d ò n. (plural s'regdo)
black spot on body, which 
everyone is supposed to have 
somewhere.

k'r eg r eg e = k'megmege.
r é g r é g é adv.

glaring, staring, looking directly at 
sb. zu r a ido .

r è g s á v.
aim at. au na,  b ar ac i.

í'r è k é adj.
small in size. � ar ami. Variant: 
u'reke, u'reko; i'rweke, u'rweke, 
u'rweko.

u'r ek o = i'reke.
r è mà a adv.

hanging on. r at ay a. Variant: 
rema-rema.

r é m n conj.
because. do min.

r è mb á n. (plural s'remba)
kind of fig-tree. !au r e. Ficus spp.

d'rèmbá n. (plural c'remba)
fig. g u l u b a.

rèmbá-bíd& n. (plural 
s'remba-bid')
kind of fig-tree. w ani ir in it ac en 
!au r e. Variant: remba-terse.

rèmbá-t.�s. n. (plural 
s'remba-t��s�)
kind of fig-tree that bears fruit on 
all its trunks and branches. w ani 
ir in it ac en !au r e.

r é mé adv.
by accident. h as ar a.

d'r é mé n. (plural c'reme)
1) tongue. h ar s h e.
2) language. h ar s h e,  y ar e,  
l ah aja.
3) tribe. k ab il a,  � ab il a.

s 'r è mr é mè n.
insolence, complaining or 
whinging. t s iw a.

ù'r è mr é mè n.
sweetness. za� i.
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r é mtà v. (past remtka)
murmur, say sth of complaint, but 
not as repeatedly as remreme.
g u ni.

r è n à v. (past renka)
bate or set trap. h a� o ,  h ak a. See: 
reno.

v 'r è n d à -r é n d à n. (plural 
s'renda-renda)
sign which may warn of sth like 
rain coming soon. h a� ar i y a 
s h ir iy o  s o s ai. � M# nk e mka 
v'r e nd a-r e nd a. The rain has given a 
(warning) sign.

r è n g r è n g ò [�e����e���o�] ad.
uneasy, nervous, hesitant. du b e-
du b e. Variant: rensrenso.

r é n k à [�e�nka�] v.
swell. t as h i,  fu s h i. Variant: 
rengka.

r é n ó n.
poison; poisoning. s ammu . See: 
rena.

r en s r en s o = rengrengo.
r è r á v.

repeat. s ak e.
r è r è n.

'false sesame leaves' herb.
k ar k as h i. Ceratotheca sesamoides.

m'rèré n.
leaves of above. k ar k as h i.

rèrè-núcòpó n.
kind of above. b at a� as h i.

k'r è r è n.
unusual anthill with holes near the 
base. ji!a. Variant: k'riri (Pani 
dialect).

v 'r è r è n. (plural s'rere)
staff of the magaze (clan-leader).
k andir i. Variant: rerev-magaazi.

r è r g ò n. (plural s'rergo)
ululation, high-pitched trilling.
mu r y a mai k ar fi,  g u da.

r é s adv.
to the brim. mank as .

r è s á v. (past reska)
stop crying, settle down again 
after crying. b ar i k u k a.

m 'r è s á n.
pure, clear looking water (in a well 
after sediment has settled).
r u w an da b ai,  g u r b ac e b a.

r è s á s à v. (past resaska)
pacify. l al l as a.

r è s é s è v. (past reseske)
be quiet and still (little or no 
movement). s h ir u .

r é s s è v. (past réskè)
scoop out all the water from a well 
or container. k w al h e,  � w ar fat a. �
U  z e ka az  u r e s ke . He said that he has 
scooped out all the water.

r è tín è v (aux).
c'r é tó n.

insinuation, innuendo. h as as h e,  
ar as h i,  h ab aic i.

r é vk à v.
be difficult or hard to sort out, a 
dilemma. !at a c ew a.

r è vk à -r è vk à adv.
fidgeting - not staying in one 
place. r as h in nas u w a w u r i � ai 
y a.

r é vr é vé adj.
pointed. c ini,  k aifi,  k ak k aifa.

r é vtk à v.
be sharp or creating a mood of 
unsteadiness. mai t s ini h al ay y a.

d'r è vtk é n.
unnecessary extra work on sth 
which is already working. k adak a 
jaw o  b ar na.

r é vts à v. (past revtska)
sharpen. fi� e.

r �d � d � ad.
cry continuously. jini- jini.

r � d í' $ n.
radio. r ediy o . From: English.

r � k adv.
brim-full, full to the brim. t u mb u l .
Variant: r�kr�k�.
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m 'r �k s � n.
a reasonable amount, moderate 
quantity. daidai w a daida,  
madaidaic i.

r �k s 7i adv.
in the appropriate amount and no 
more. daidaic i,  defana.

r �n d í n.
beauty, fine-looking girl or lady.
k y ak k y aw a.

r � n d ò n.
beauty (the abstract concept).
k y au .

v 'r � n g � [��v�������] n. (plural s'r�ng�)
woven frond sack used for 
packing local rock-salt for sale.
w ani ir in b u h u .

r � n g k � [�����k��] v.
be about to cut off. k u s an 
t s ink ew a.

r � n g r � n g ó [��������o�] ad.
worn out or chopped out at a 
point, and about to snap (e.g. 
rope). k u s an k at s ew a,  k o  
c any ew an ab u . Variant: 
r�ngr�ngu.

r �r �s � v. (past r.r/sk.)
sneak off, stealthily walk away.
s u l al e. Variant: l.l.s/ (Rikoto).

c'r �s � n.
fornication between young people, 
custom where a girl is permitted 
mutual masturbation with a boy 
provided actual connection does 
not occur. t s ar anc e.

r �z � v.
weaken, slacken. k as al a. Variant: 
rw�z�.

r �z �n g �n n � [���z������n���] n.
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

r �z g n � n.
necklace of beads worn round 
one's neck. s ar � a.

k'r í n. (plural c'rí)
thing. ab u ,  k ay a.

rí nà'yòmkò n.
piece of equipment, apparatus, 
tool. k ay an aik i,  na' u r a.

r ì pro.
me, my. ni.

r íb g � v. (past ridgk�)
set (of sun), fall (of darkness).
fa� u w ar  r ana.

k'r ì b ì n. (plural c'ribi)
mushroom. naman k aza k as h in 
w at a.

m 'r ì b ì n.
moss, lichen, fungus. w at a ir in 
r a!ar  du t s e,  r ima.

r ì b ì b ì adv.
trooping in large numbers. r u t u t u .

r íc�d ' h í n.
traditional gift of food items left by 
sb who has just died. b iy a g aw a 
jing u r .

r íd d �h í n.
handkerchief, headscarf. adik o .

r ì d ì d ì id.
in a herd, clamour, shout for.
r ib ib i,  c u u . See: ribibi.

r ì d k ù adj.
brownish. � as a- � as a. Variant: 
sidksidku.

r ì g  1 n. (plural s'rig�)
shea-nut tree. k a� any a. Vitellaria 
paradoxa.

d'rìg$ n. (plural c'rig�)
sheanut or sheabutter nut - fruit of 
above. k a� e. Large: k'rig�.

r ì g �2 v. (past rigk�)
1) go round, chatter, converse, 
visit. g ew ay a,  fir a,  r o k a.
2) cycle. See: rigu.

rìg% n.
1) visit. ziy ar a.
2) discussion. t at t au naw a.
3) story. l ab ar i.

r ì g �l cù n.
roving, wandering, restlessness.
� ajeniy a,  g ar ar amb a.

r ì g �ms  v. (past rìg$msk%)
work round in a circle. g ew ay a.

ù'rìg%ms% n. (plural c'rig�ms�)
shaving of heads to leave a circle 
untouched on top. s ar iy a,  w ani 
ir in as k i.
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r íg  n � v.
gyrate, rotate, spin. h ajijiy a' jir i,  
g ew aiw ainiy a,  jiw a- jiw a.

r ì g  n k � [�������k��] v.
went round or made a circuit of 
the town. zag a.

r íg íp adv.
all gathered together. c ip. Variant: 
rikip.

r ì g r �r ì g r � adv.
walking to and fro, with no 
purpose, aimlessly. jek a daw o ,  
t afiy a w ani ir i.

r íg t� v. (past rigtk�)
bring round. g ew ay o . Variant: 
rigti, rigtki.

r ig ti v. (past rigtki) = rigt�.
r ì g tù adv.

on the other side. g efen.
c'r íg ú v.

spying. g ang anima.
v 'r íg ú n. (plural s'rigu)

line round sth. da' ir a.
r ì g ú v. (past rigku)

come round. g ew ay o . See: rig�.
k'r ì h ì n. (plural c'rìhì)

thing. ab u .
c'r ì it� n.

communal farm work done on a 
widowers farm with traditional 
customs performed. w ani ir in 
no man g any a. Variant: c'yiiti.

r ì k  d ' h íi n.
fontanelle. ma� ig a.

r ì k à a adv.
upset, agitated, disturbed. t s ir ma-
t s ir ma.

r ík �d  g w è d á n.
door (shutter). g amdu .

r ík �v g è l à n.
an epithet in recognition of 
someone. k amis l ik a.

r ík ík í adv.
with a big puff, billow or cloud 
(e.g. of smoke). t u r nu k ew a.

r ik ip = rigip.

r ík n ù  mà có n.
womb, bladder containing water 
during giving birth. b o l o mb o l o m.

r ì k r ì k ì adj.
flaming, flames of fire burning like 
this. g ar na� a.

r ík s w à a k à n.
epithet, the honourable. many a.

r ik w +n d w + = k'cidi.
à'r ì m n.

(late) evening. mar aic e.
r ím�ccón n.

earrings. ' y an k u nne.
s 'r ìmcíp adj.

pitch-black. di� im.
r ìmr ì mù adj.

brown. b a� i- b a� i.
r íms ì v. (past rímskì)

1) make black (e.g. by painting).
s h afa b a� i.
2) (hence) put out, extinguish.
k as h e.

r íms k ì v.
become flustered or 
flabbergasted. g ig ic e,  g ag a.

à'r ì mtú p n.
very late evening. mar aic e 
k w ar ai.

m 'r ì n � n.
cinders, burnt rubble, ashes, 
charcoal. t o k a,  g aw ay i.

r ì n d ì n.
unopened flower of red-flowered 
silk cotton tree. b ar aizai.

d'r ì n d ì n. (past c'rindi)
circumcised penis. k ac iy a.

d'r ín k ù [��d’���nku�] n. (plural c'rinku)
smooth-rounded oblong flint-like 
stone. � an� ar a.

r ín n á n ù tù s ù n.
animals. b a� ar ai.

r ín n á s cé n.
evil spirits. al mu t s u s ai.

k'r ir i = k'rere.
r ì s � v.

cook. dafa.
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r ì s ì n. (plural risni)
(West African) hedgehog.
b u s h iy a. Erinaceus albiventris.

k'r ì s ù n.
labour on someone else's farm in 
order to get some food. b au t a.

r íz g � n.
kind of miraculous black tuberous 
growth found under the ground 
and used for medicine. w at a ir in 
s aiw a na mag ani.

r ò b á v. (past robka)
end up with nothing. r as a. See: 
d'robama.

d'r ò b á mà n.
lack. r as h i.

r ò b  n k à [�o�b��nka�] v.
cover, conceal, wrap up. r u fe.

r ò b g ò n.
a teenager, a woman that has 
given birth not more than twice.
mat as h iy a.

r ò b n à v. (past rob�nka)
play, gather, (form a) band round 
a drum. � ang u .

c'r ò b n ò n.
covering of drum with skin. fafe 
g ang a r u fe.

r ò b ó n.
pullet (chicken which has not 
started laying eggs). s ag ar a.

r ócócó adv.
1) straight up (into the air), 
vertically. dag a s ama zu w a k as a,  
k as a zu w a s ama.
2) direct, straight along (the 
ground). fang ami,  mik ew a.

r ò fr ò fò adj.
tenderly, not hard, gently, quickly.
� amas a.

r ò g á s à v.
share, give out sth to everyone.
k o w a y a s amu .

r ò g  d s à v.
pick, glean, pluck (e.g. leaves 
from a plant). k al at a.

d'r ò g �n có n.
meeting, get-together, coming 
together, e.g. at a market. t ar u w a,  
k as u w a.

r óg é adj.
complete, in harmony or 
understanding with each other.
daidai.

r óg k à v.
common, had/possessed by 
everyone in the group. k o w a na 
da.

r ò g ó n. (plural c'rogo)
kind of soft, brown stone. w as u  
ir in du w at s u .

ù'rògó n.
r ò k n à v. (past rok�nka)

become mature, grow. � o s a.
r ómr ómó adv.

1) full to the brim. c ik a t at il .
2) bulging, unevenly rounded.
w at a ir in s iffa.

v 'r ón g à [��v�o���a�] n. (plural s'ronga)
cornstalk sheaf. al k ajiy a,  
k ar t ajiy a,  t s ir g ag iy a. Variant: 
v'yonga.

r ò n g à [�o���a�] n.
rainbow. do g u w a,  b ak an g izo .

r ón g  n cé [�o�����nt�e�] n. (plural 
c'rong�nce)
climber with edible tubers. fil o .

d'róng$ncé [��d�o�����nt�e�] n.
kind of tuber, like yam. s ak at a.

d'r ón g ò [��d�o���o�] n. (plural c'rongo)
cassava. r o g o .

k'r ò n g ò [k’�o���o�] n. (plural c'rongo)
the coarse grass pennisetum 
pedicellatum. � y as u w a.

k'r ò n h á n. (plural c'ronha)
stall. r u mfa. From: Hausa.

c'r ò p ó n.
mud. l ak a,  t a!o .

r ór é adv.
in a reserved manner, sitting or 
standing upright with hands folded 
under chin. w ani ir in zama k o  
t s ay u w a.
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r ór k à adj.
many, plenty, huge. y aw a,  b ab b a.
Variant: rork�d kala.

r or k +d  k a l a = rorka.
r ota = rotka.
r ò tk á v. (past rotkka)

tack, pin sth loosely. l al l a!a,  
l al l ag e. Variant: rota.

r óvò pro.
yours, of yours, (2nd person 
possessive). nak a.

r óz g à v.
make a pile of sth very carefully.
t ar i,  t s ib i,  t u l a.

r $b $b $ adv.
carrying lots of different bundles.
r u dw a. � L aag  �mk� c 't ��s  r �b�b�.
A mad person is coming along carrying 
many different bundles.

r #b r #b # id.
weak and watery, thin and without 
substance (as gruel). r u w a r u w a,  
s ar au - s ar au ,  s ar a- s ar a.

r #d #d # adv.
gush, pour in drops. � ig aw a.

r #g d #r #g d # adv.
wriggling, twisting motion. t afiy a 
da mo t s i w ani ir i.

r ,g ,m = y'g'm.
r $g r $g $ ad.

shaky, loose, loose-fitting (in a 
socket). l ang e- l ang e,  s ak o  s ak o .

r ,g t, v. (past r'gtk') = ragta.
r #k m#n $ n.

4th-7th year age group in joining 
g'lm'. t s ar a.

r ,k tk , = kokno.
r $k t# n. (plural s'r'ktk')

physic-nut. c i ni da zu g u . Variant: 
r'ktk'.

v 'r #m# n. (plural s'r'm')
point of hoe or axe protruding 
from haft (fitted in the handle).
t s u g u w a.

r $m$ v. (past r'meske)
break. fas a,  k ar y e. Variant: 
r'mese.

r $mp #m ad.
1) (a liquid) filling up almost to the 
brim. t at il .
2) (hence) poor quality - 'watery'.
r u w a- r u w a.

r $mp s $ v. (past r'mpsk')
cook soup (any method). dafa 
k o y ay a.

r #n n. (plural s'r'n)
Red-flowered silk cotton tree.
g u r jiy a,  k u r y a. Bombax 
bounopezense.

v 'r #n n.
bad luck (esp. of sb who seems to 
be unlucky all the time). b a� in 
jini.

v 'r $n g ò [��v�����o�] n. (plural s'r'ngo)
line or row. ma s h ig i.

r $n k #m1 [����k��m] adv.
tall and strong, grown up quickly.
s ang ar meme,  s an g ir ma.

r $n k $m2 [����k��m] adv.
despondently, dejectedly (of an 
animal or person). l ag adam.

r $,m id.
loitering - sitting around in a large 
group doing nothing. zaman 
b anza,  t s u k i,  b ir jik ,  t injim.

r $,t$, adv.
in a hanging manner. r at ay a. See: 
raataa.

r $p $ v. (past r,pk&)
pound in a certain way, as when 
pounding fura to make balls of it.
danda� a,  zu r c e.

à'r $p r $p $ n.
wasted time. b anna l o k ac i.

r $s $ v. (past r'sk')
simply break, e.g. by dropping a 
load of calabashes or pots from 
ones head to the ground. fas a,  
k ar y e.
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r $t$t$ n.
kind of vine (vitis pallida) that 
produces slimy sap both from its 
fruit and stem. l o da,  dafar a.
Rogeria adenophylla.

k'r $z g $ n.
bunch. dins h e,  � u r s h e.

r $z $, v.
look very weak, petrified or 
become so weak that one cannot 
move his limbs or think. g al ab ait a.

c'r ù pro.
his, hers, its (belonging to 
him/her/it), him, her, it. nas a,  
nat a.

�n c'ru
absorbed in his own affairs.
s h ag al a da.

k'r ù b  n. (plural c'rub�)
traditional woven cover put over 
babies and young children to 
protect them from the heat of the 
sun or from rain. k ab ido .

r ú b g ù v. (past rubgku)
mix ground powder of soup 
ingredients. k a� aw a.

r ù cú n. (plural s'rucu)
hunters' rope, for securing bush 
meat. ig iy ar  mafar au c i.

m 'r ù cú n.
slag from smithy. k as h in ma� er a.

r ù d ú d ù 1 n. (plural rududunu)
a kind of edible upland frog, very 
large, brownish with a yellowish 
stomach. b u r du ddu g i.

r ù d ù d ù 2 adv.
sound of fire burning, roar. r u r i.

r ù g mú n. (plural rugumnu)
ram (male sheep). r ag o  (b al u ).

r ù g ù n. (plural c'rugu)
kind of strong grass grown near 
swampy areas. w ani ir in h ak i.

r ù g ú mk ù v.
crush (dried grass, with hands).
r u g u r g u je,  mu r je.

r ù k  n b ò n cò n.
fodder-grass, of crab grass.
h ar � iy a b u r zu . Digitaria debilis; 
D. velutina.

r ú k d ì n  v.
notorious, infamous, outstanding.
za� a� u r i.

s 'r ú k r ú k ú v.
gossip, talk idle rumours and 
slander about others. t s eg u mi.

r ù k tù n. (plural ruktnu)
kind of locust. w at a ir in far a.

r ù k ù v.
shake, mix, disturb. mo t s a.

r ù mb ù n. (plural rumbnu)
reticulated millipede, snake 
millipede. � adando niy a,  daiday a.

r ù mk ù n. (plural s'rumku)
fig-tree special. !au r e. Ficus spp.
Variant: yumku.

r ù mú v. (past rumku)
confiscate, snatch, take by force.
ams h e,  k w ac e,  fizg a.

v 'r ù mù n. (plural s'rumu)
clay tiers rising from the ground.
dandal l ,  w ani ir in g ini,  
dang ar ama.

r ù n n. (plural runnu)
black hooded cobra, or any other 
deadly black snake or cobra.
k u mu r c i,  g ams h e� a,  g ams h ek a.
Naja.

m 'r ú n � n.
cooked beans crushed (or 
mashed) and turned into a lump of 
mush food, like semovita. � w ama.

r ú p tù v. (past ruptku)
close one's eyes. r u k  ido .

r ú r b ù v. (past rúr$bk%)
roast, toast, burn sth on the 
surface alone. b ab b ak e.

r ú r ù v. (past rurku)
sprinkle, throw small bits or drops 
into. b ar b a� a.

r ù s mú n. (plural rusumnu)
black stinging ant. c innak a.
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r ú tì v. (past rutki ; rutk� ; rutku)
1) remove, extract, take sth out.
fit ar .
2) catch. k ama.

r ù tù tù id.
rumbling sound like this. c ida.

r w à f adv.
uselessly, untidily, inactive, 
flopping. b a amfani,  zama mar as  
amfani.

r w  1 vi. (past rúkù)
go out. fit a.

rw$n (past rúk%)
appear, come out. fit o .

r w �2 n. (plural s'rw�)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

m 'r w � n.
watery excrement, diarrhoea.
zaw ay i.

r w  +g � vi.
go out far. t afi da nis a.

r w �+k ù n.
traditional last burial ceremony 
performed by person officiating.
w ani ir in mak o k i.

r w  +s � v. (past rw��sk�)
persevere, continue, keep going 
to the end. nac e,  t as h i t s ay e,  
dag e.

d'r w ++s i n. (plural c'rw��si)
miscarriage, abortion -
unsuccessful pregnancy. t ay i,  
� ant ay i,  b ar in c ik i.

r w �+s m�n  d ì n  v.
defame. g u ng u r t s a.

r w +g +p = rw�g�p.

r w �mm� d ' h w é n n.
east(wards): direction or region.
g ab as c iy a,  g ab as h i.

r w �n n. (plural s'rw�n)
black-plum, tree with black plum-
like fruit. � iny a. Vitex cienkowskii; 
V. doniana.

r w �n r w  n n � n.
1) red locust, or possibly the 
migratory locust, which caused 
widespread devastation between 
1929-1940. far an y u nw a.
Nomadacris.
2) epidemic or outburst of sth, 
name given to locust infestation.
anno b a.

i'r w ek e = i'reke.
u'r w ek o = i'reke.
r w �g �p id.

crash, sound of sth falling, 
weakness in one's body. w ani 
ir in fa� u w a. Variant: rw�g�p.

r w �g r w �g � adj.
loosely-fixed or attached. s ak o -
s ak o . Variant: ragraga; r'gr'g'.

d'r w ín n. (plural c'rwin)
knee. g w iw a,  g u r s u ng u mi.

m 'r ya = m'yaa.
r yà v.

1) eat. c i. See: ya.
2) cost. c i.
3) also used in many figures of 
speech. c i.

c'r ya a k o = c'yaako.
r y v. (past ryiik�) = y�.
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S   -  s

s '- [s’]
Class-marking prefix for a noun in 
the S class. Nouns in the S class 
are usually plurals of V class 
nouns and may be verbal/active 
nouns. The class-marker s' should 
not be confused with the pronoun 
s or s� which is written without an 
apostrophe and replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word s'bak�vto (long-distance 
shooting) is found between the 
words bakazowa and d'kakce, 
and the word s'kw��n� (shrill 
song) is found between the words 
kw��ms� and kw��t�mkw�.

c's á n.
the people who are recognised in 
the town or clan. mu t anen 
k w ar ai.

m 's á n. (plural m'sa m'sa)
sea, ocean. t ek u .

d's à n. (plural c'sa)
roofing frame, interlocked main 
roof rafters. h ar � a,  h a� o n � ak i.

s à 1 n. (plural s'sa)
log fence around a house or 
compound. dar nin it ac e,  dar ni 
� ir ar en it ac e.

s à 2 v. (past sàaká)
1) scratch, draw, arrange, scrape.
zana.
2) arrange (agree). y ar da.

s à a adj.
absent-minded. s h ag al al l e.

s à a a d r ì n � v.
warn ; sound a warning. g ar g a� i,  
fa� ak ar  (da).

s á a l à v. (past saalka)
cool.
h u c ew a.

s à a -n à n adv.
then. s an 
nan. From: 
Hausa.

k's á a n è n.
(plural 
c'saane)
ladder.
ak w a.
Variant: 
k'sánè.

s à a r é n. (plural 
saarene)
a kind of 
edible frog 
which can jump long distances.
b u du ddu g i -  w ani ir in k w a� o .

s á a s à n.
rust. t s at s a.

s à a w é cè n. (plural saawecene)
kind of (poisonous) snake. w ani 
ir in mac iji.

s á b à v. (past sabka)
make a strap for hanging sth. y i 
mar at ay i. � M s abka d 'kw �. I made 
a strap for the gourd.

m 's á b ó n.
deride sth you really like.

s à b ó n. (plural s'sabo)
strap for hanging sth. mar at ay i. �
M e maka s abo u s abt  d 'kw �. I made 
a strap for hanging the gourd. See 
picture for: k'bai.
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s à d  ms è v. (past sad�mske)
act of stretching out one's legs.
s h u r a,  h ar b a.

s'sàd%msè n.
death-throes. g ar g ar a.

s à g à v. (past sagka, active noun 
c'sàgó)
bury. b inne,  b is o ,  k u s h ey i.

ù'sàgó n. (plural c'sago)
grave. k ab ar i.

s á i part.
then, only, nevertheless. s ai.
From: Hausa.

s à k à v. (past sákkà)
ride. h aw a.

c's à k à n.
elders, the most elderly men in a 
clan. k u s o s h i g ar i.

d's à k à n. (plural c'saka)
tree with stones underneath 
where important people may sit 
and where usually the heads of 
the clan are buried. w ani ir in 
k ab ar i.

s à k à s á 1 v. (past sakáska)
place sth on top of sth. aza b is an,  
aza. See: s�k�s�.

s à k à s à 2 n. (plural sakasana)
locust, grasshopper. w at a ir in 
far a.

v 's à k à tá n. (plural s'sakata)
bolt; metal bar used to fasten a 
door or window. s ak at a.

s à k �m d ' g á n.
fortune-telling. dib i.

s á k �n  tá a b à n.
act to appease gods or spirits.
al ' ada.

v 's à k cà n. (plural s'sakca)
pot for channeling air from bellows 
into heart of fire. b ak in w u t a.
Variant: �vsaktasa.

d's á k cò n.
extra lump of mush food stuck on 
top because not enough was 
made. � ib i.

s á k d ' g á a n.
placatory offering to the gods or 
spirits. al ' ada.

s à k é s è v. (past sakeske)
ride. g w ama,  ja!a.

s á k k ù  cón n.
had hope, relied. b eg e,  s a r ai.

s á k ó n. (plural s'sako)
1) sticking money on someone's
forehead, a way of expressing 
appreciation. k ar i.
2) a present to a eulogizing 
beggar. mak ar i.

d's à k ó n. (plural c'sako)
net made from woven leaves or 
ropes for hanging a calabash from 
roof beams. r ag ay a,  mar at ay i.

k'sàkó n. (plural c'sako)
well bucket. g u g a.
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m 's á k ó n.
money left over, remainder. ak w ai 
r ag o w a.

s à k r à n. (plural sakrana)
eagle. mik i,  maik i.

ù's á k s è (plural c'sakse) = d'sakco.
s à k s é v. (past sákskè)

put blame on sb else. l a� a.
v 's à k tà n.

a cover for a beehive. mu r fin 
amy a.

s à k tá s à = hwàhwàhwà.
k's à l á n. (plural c'sàlá)

low stone wall (between 
buildings). g ar u .

sàlá n. (plural s'sala)
ramparts, wall round town.
g anu w a.

s à l g á v. (past salgka)
pass excrement. y i k as h i.

s à l s à l à adv.
behaviour of water when it boils.
t afas a.

s á m id.
very (hot or painful). r an� i,  
r amfai.

c's à mà n.
the three stones which form a 
native cooking place. mu r fu ,  s a 
s au w a. See: kùrk s't& 'kitchen'. Sg: 
ù'sama.

k's à mb có = k's%mbcú.
s á mk  s ' cò tà n.

colic; severe pain in stomach and 
bowels without diarrhoea. c iw o n 
c ik i,  jar b u ,  t s ank i.

s á mk n ì h w é n n.
haematuria; bilharzia in boy.
t s ag iy a,  fy ank a.

s á mk ò n.
stomach pains. c iw o n c ik i.

d's á mk ò n.
sweat. g u mi.

s à n v2t.
bring ; bring out. k aw o .

s à n á v. (past sanka)
bury a charm for protection. k afin 
g ar i.

d's à n b ò n. (plural c'sanbo)
charm that is buried for protection.
k afi.

s á n é adv.
attentively, paying attention.
s au r ar e.

k's á n è = k'sáanè.
m 's à n g à [�$m’sa���a�] n.

throbbing pain. zo g i,  r a� a� i.
s à n g à  s á n g à [sa���a� sa���a�] n.

kind of medicinal herb. r ai � o r e.
s à n g à m [sa���a�m] adj.

tall and large. r ant a!e!e.
v 's à n g à m$,r é [�$v’sa���a�m����e�] n.

(plural s'sangam''re)
specially decorated rod carried at 
a certain rite of passage. s anda.
Variant: v'sangam''ri.

v 's a n g a m,,r i = v'sangam''re.
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s à p à 1 v.
cut down bushes and allow them 
to dry for firewood. s h aft ar e.

s à p à 2 v.
prop up. t o k ar e,  t ak ar a.

s à p m� n k � [sa�pm���k��] n. (plural 
s'sapm�nk�)
kind of foul-smelling wild lily.
al b as ar  k u r u .

s à p ó n. (plural s'sapo)
spear for hunting or given as a 
mark of honour.
mas h i.

s á p tà vt. (past 
saptka)
wash parts of the 
human body.
w ank e. See: 
c'sapto.

k's à p ù l à g ó n.
curved iron 
ornament given 
as a prize to the 
best wrestler in 
the tribe. fel u w a.

s á r g à v. (past 
sargka)
descend, go 
down. g ang ar a. �
� m v# c # k#  o az  u 
s ar g a. I told him to 
come down.

s à r mà n. (plural 
sar�mna)
tsetse fly. k u � an 
t s ando .

m 's à s à n.
local beer at a certain early stage 
of brewing. w ani ir in b u r k u t u .
Variant: m'sassa.

s à s �mb ín d ì n. (plural sas�mbindni)
acne - spots on skin of (usually) 
teenager. k u r aje � anana a jik in 
mu t u m.

m 's á s é n.
scrambling for something, 
squabbling. w as o s o .

c's à s è n.
empty pods of locust bean tree.
mak u b a.

m 's a s s a = m'sasa.
s á s s à 1 adv.

slowly, gradually, at a snail's 
pace. al k int a,  h ank al t a,  t u nk u s -
t u nk u s . Variant: sassaa
(emphatic).

s à s s á 2 v. (past saska)
scramble, finish quickly. w as as h e.

s à s s à s à adv.
in a swarm, in large numbers.
t u r u r u .

s à tá v. (past satka)
become split, tear. t s ag a,  k ec e.

s á và vt. (past savka)
take to. k ai.

s � pro.
them. s u .

s �+d adv.
stopped dead. c ik .

s  +t mb à tà n.
(plural 
c's��t�mbata)
craw-craw, scabies.
� azw a. Variant: 
sw��t�mbata.

s �b  v. (past s�bk�)
find. nema. Variant: 
s�bu.

s �b g ù n.
witchcraft. mait a.

s �b l  v. (past s�b�lk�)
sling sth across shoulder. g ic iy a,  
g ift a. Variant: patra, pat�rka.

s �b t v. (past s�btk�)
hook on to, catch on sth. s ar g afa,  
s ar � afa. Variant: k'lt', k'ltk'.

s  d k � v. (past s�dkk�)
become caught in branches. � ag e.

s �d k -s �d k ù ad.
in a jerky manner, not passing 
through easily. da k y ar . � U  s ��k 
m'ho s �d k-s �d ku. He had difficulty 
drinking the water.

s �k  n k � [s��k���k��] v.
1) become entangled. s ar � e.
2) misunderstand one another. y i 
g ar dama,  jay ay y a,  fa� a.
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s �k �s  v. (past s�k$sk�)
take off sth which has been 
placed high. c ir a. See: sàkàsá.

s  k í n. (plural s's�ki)
stack of firewood. k ir ag a.

m 's  k í n.
stakeout; act of lying in wait for 
prey. b ag o .

s �k n � v. (past s�k�nk�) Variant: 
s�k�nsi, s�k�nski.
1) prepare. w ani ir in s h ir i.
2) entangle. c u k w ik w iy e.
3) set about. k au s a.

s �k s �k  v.
walk with difficulty, hobble. k at a-
k at a.

s �m n s � v. (past s�m�nsk�)
mix well; do thoroughly. g au r ay a,  
k w a!a. Variant: s�m�nn�, 
s�m�nk�.

s  mb � v. (past s�mbk�)
brush. c efe.

k's �mb cú n. (plural c's�mbcu)
comb. mat s efi.
Variant: 
k'sàmbcó.

s  mb ì  s �mb ì n.
1) slapdash work, 
not properly 
done. ji� a- ji� a.
2) act of brushing 
hair. s h ar e.

s �mb s �mb ù n.
lack of hair, 
almost baldness.
s an� o .

s  n pro.
this, these; 
referring to 
uncountable 
things. s u .

s �n k �l s �n k �l
[s�$�k�$ls�$�k�$l] adv.

floundering about in work. fadam-
fadama.

s  n k l � [s�%�kl�$] v. (past s�nk�lk�)
become caught in branches. See: 
kagla.

s  n s  n pro.
only (these), exclusively one 
article or group. s u  k adai.

k's �p k n � n. (plural c's�pkn�)
kind of fish trap for catching fish in 
running water. r ag an k amu n k ifi.

m 's �tk n � n.
confluence; a place where two 
rivers or roads join. mah ada.

s è d á v. (past sédkà, active noun 
m'sèdá)
scoop out water from well which is 
almost dry. � w ar fac e.

m'sèdá n.
time of water shortage at the end 
of the dry season. � w ar fat a.

s é d é d é adj.
bulging, stomach filled with food 
and puffed out. w ani ir in 
k u mb u r i.

s è k �ms è v. (past sek�mske)
rub with hand. c u � a.

s é l k à v.
be stiff, find it painful to bend.
s an� ame.

s è m à và n.
an oily substance which oozes out 
of the ground in marshy places 
during the wet season. w u r i mai 
nas o .

s é mà n. (plural semana)
kind of small, fat bird. y ar  
t s u nt s u w a w ani ir i.

m 's è má n.
fatty, oily meat. k it s e.

s é mb à r è n. (plural sembarne)
Common or Glossy-backed
Drongo; a kind of small, black and 
very clever bird that fights crows.
� ar amar  b ak ar  t s u nt s u w a w ani 
ir i,  � an b ak i. Dicrurus adsimilis.

s è mb à r ì it$ n.
medicinal tree. r aw aiy a.

s è mm�n  d ú n k ù [se�mm��n du��ku�] n.
fat in meat. w ajiy a.
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c's è n n.
honey. r u w an zu ma. Variant: 
c'swen.

s è n á v. (past senka)
express surprise, investigate for 
oneself. � ar a mamak in ab u .

s en d s e v. (past sendske) = swendse.
s en g e = swenge.
s é n g k à [se���ka�] v.

pour out, flow. k al w a.
ì's è n g n è

[��se���ne�] n.
(plural 
m'sengne)
handle-less 
knife. w u � a b a 
mar i� i.

s é n ó n.
act of 
expressing sth 
with emphasis.
mamak in ab u .

s è p à v. (past sépkà)
sing. y i w a� a,  r er a w a� a.

ù'sèpà n. (plural c'sepa)
a song. w a� a.

s è r  ms à v. (past ser�mska)
load heavily. dafk e.

c's è tà n.
1) old age. t s u fa.
2) middle-age spread. s u m!w it a.

s è tà s á v. (past setaska)
thicken. k au r ar a.

k's è và n. (plural c'seva)
marshy ground. fadama.

m 's è vé n.
communal farming labour. g ay y a.

s � vt.
wrestle. y i k o k aw a. See: m's�.

s �b � v. (past s�bk�)
carve, shape. s as s a� a.

s � b g è n. (plural s�bgne)
carpenter. mas as s a� i,  b as ak k ar e.

s �d � v. (past s�dk�)
scratch or brush hard on the side 
of sth. g u g aw a.

s �d ò o id.
haggard-looking. s ay u w ar  mar ar
du w aiy u .

d's � & = d'zw�.
s �& v. (past s��k�)

wrestle, combat. y i k o k aw a.
s � & g è n. (plural n/a)

good wrestler. g w anin k o k aw a.
m 's �& k �n té n.

in turn. ju y e- ju y e,  k ar !a!!eniy a,  
may ay y a,  k ar !a- k ar !a,  
k ar !ay y a,  k ar !e.

s �& n � n.
kind of bee. w ani ir in � u dan 
zu ma. Variant: s�pn�; 
s��pno.

s � & p � v. (past s��pk�)
arrange, usually in a 
pile or row. jer a.
Variant: s��ps�, 
s��psk�.

s & & p n o = s��n�.
s & & p s & (past s��psk�) = 

s��p�.
s � & t� v. (past s��tk�)

help. ag aza.
d's/�t. n.

help. ag aji.
s �& ù adv.

slow movement away, gliding 
slowly away. s annu - s annu .

s � k s � v. (past s�ksk�)
shift blame onto sth or sb else.
l a� a.

ù's �k s � k � n.
restlessness. mu t s u - mu t s u .

s �k s �k � adv.
with an effort, struggling.
� amaniy a.

s � l k � v.
kicked. h ar b a,  s h u r a y in h au r i.

s �m� n. (plural s's�m�)
hill, mountain. s au ni.

d's.m. n.
hill, high ground. t u du .
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s �m�n s � v. (past s�m�nsk�)
mix. g au r ay a,  h a� a. Variant: 
duvinsi, duvinski.

v 's �n n. (plural s's�n)
iron band with barbs on the end of 
a spear or arrow. dag a- dag a. See: 
swen.

s � n d � v. (past s�ndk�, active noun 
ù's/ndó)
strip, take off leaves from the 
stalk. zag a,  � eb e,  s al e.

ì's �n d � n. (plural m's�nd�)
small earthenware bowl or dish.
k as k o . � A i bi kim s 't � ni 's # nd # .
They have put soup for me in a bowl.
Large: k's�nd�. Large Plural: 
c's�nd�.

ì's.nd. v'nà
bowl with a stand or foot, used 
only by 
men.
k as k o .

ì's.nd. 
mírmírì
simple 
bowl 
without a 
foot, used 
by 
women.
k as k o .

s �n d í z ò mk é n. (plural s�nd�m 
zomke)
bowl made of fired clay. k as k o .

s �n d s �n d ò adv.
1) scratched or marked all over.
s amb a r e,  mai k ar c ew a.
2) (of plant) missing most of its 
leaves. b an da g any e.

s �n k � [s��nk��] n. (plural s�nkn�)
brownish mouse that lives in the 
bush. w ani ir in !er a.

s �p � v. (past s�pk�)
1) slash, slice. s ar a,  y ank a.
2) take a shortcut. y ank e.

s �p � n k � [s��p���k��] v.
slash with a sword, axe, etc. s ar e.

s & p n & = s��n�.

s �r �p v.
alight, descend; ... s u k a,  s au k a.
Variant: sw�r�t.

s �r g n � n.
kind of tree with edible leaves.
h u dau ,  g u � ai. Crateva religiosa.

s's.rgn. n.
leaves of this tree. g any en h u dau .

s �r p s � v. (past s/rpsk.)
keep sth neatly arranged, to one 
side. jer a da k aw o .

s �s � v. (past s/sk.)
1) answer. ams a.
2) (hence) agree. y ar da.
3) barter, trade, exchange (e.g. 
money). mu s ay a.

s � s ó v.
exchange, swap. fu r fu r e,  
mu s ay a.

s �t� v. (past s�tk�)
move at appointed time. w u c ew a 
w ani ir i.

s � t� p adv.
tilted to one side. jir g ai.

s �t� s � v. (past s�t�sk�)
release (e.g. a trap for animals).
k w anc ew a w ani ir i.

s �v� v. (past s�v�k�)
take (sth to sb). k ai ab u  g a w ani.

s í k é  n á n excl.
okay, that's all. s h i k e nan. From: 
Hausa.

s ì b � n. (plural sibn�)
Gambian orbi. b at s iy a.

v 's ì b ì n. (plural s'sibi)
grass seed. ir in h ak i.

k's íb íl l í n. (plural c'sibilli)
grass mat woven from Rhytachne 
congoensis. as ab ar i.

m 's ì d ì n.
sharpness of taste. !au r e.

s ì d k s ì d k ù adj.
1) speckled. dab b ar e- dab b ar e,  
r o di- r o di.
2) See: ridku 'brownish'.

s íir ì adj.
fat. � ib a.



u's i i s i m's i p knu

184   

ù's ì is í n. (plural c'siisi)
time between April and May.
k ak an s h u k a.

s ì k  vi. (past sikk�)
1) sigh. ajiy ar  zu c iy a. Variant: 
siku.
2) recover (e.g. from faint).
far fa� e,  far fa� o .

sìk$s% v. (past sik�sk�)
rest after hard work. h u t a.

s ì k t v. (past siktk�)
winnow; separate fine from coarse 
flour. t ank a� e. Variant: zikt�, 
ziktk�.

s ík ú n. (plural s'siku)
making or becoming well again.
maida. See: sik�.

m 's ín n.
the bark of trees that are believed 
to produce a bitter taste if put in 
water. !au r i.

ì's ín n.
kind of specially-prepared 
calabash. w at a ir in � w ar y a.

k'sín n. (plural c'sin)
a large calabash specially 
prepared for storing shea-butter 
nut oil. � w ar y a,  ajiy ar  man k ade.

s ì n excl.
exclamation of frustration; 'for 
goodness' sake!'. w ai.

s ín d ìm id.
1) stagnant, motionless body of 
water. b a y a g u du .
2) uncomfortable feeling of one's 
stomach pain, sticking out, 
bulging. k u mb u r i.

s íp id.
sleeping deeply. k w as h e s h i da 
y aw a.

s ì p  1 n. (plural sipn�)
West African hartebeest. k ank i.

s ì p �2 vt. (past sipk�)
catch, seize or hold, grip, handle.
r i� e,  k ama.

sìp$rskì v.
grabbed. r u mb ac e.

sìpínkì v.
come to grips (in wrestling or 
fighting). ar ang ama,  h ar � u ma,  
dadu ma.

s ì p  r s k ì = sip�2.
d's ì p ì n. (plural c'sipi)

removable top of a round thatched 
grass roof. s ar k e,  w u y an � ak i,  
b o t o . � A s i p i d  kw ��s � kur kk �n 
w ��k m'h�. If the sipi blows away 
water leaks into the room. � S i p i k e l 
kan hol a'b# m c 'w ��ku. Large roof 
mats help to prevent leakage. Large: 
k'sìpì.

s ì p ín k ì = sip�2.
s ip ir s k i = sipinki.
s íp k � v. (past sipkk�)

conceal, cover up. r u fa.
d's ì p k cú n. (plural c'sipkcu)

mud cooking 
pot. mu r fu n 
da ak a g ina.
Variant: 
d'peco.

m 's ì p k n ù adv.
inside out. t a 
c ik i � as a.
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s ì p s íp  n. (plural sipsipn�)
large tortoise, able to kill sb in the 
water by grabbing them, hence 
the name. k iffiy a. Testudinidae.
See: sìp%2 'grab'. Variant: cècè
(Ribah).

s ì r í v.
cover up. b ic e,  r u fe. Variant: 
siriki.

s ì r íà và n. (plural siriavna)
a kind of water bird. w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u n r u w a. Variant: ziriava; 
zwiriava.

v 's ì r íw à n. (plural s'siriwa)
cornstalk or bamboo flute.
b u s h ar a,  fir is a.

s ì s s � v.
repeat, do sth again. s ak e y i 
maimait a. Variant: sisk�; sisu.

k's ó n. (plural c'so)
cave. k o g o n du t s e.

s ò g �d s á v. (past sog�dska)
balance sth well on its base.
k u r da,  mar mat s a. Variant: 
tog�dsa.

s ò g d á n. (plural sogdana)
Senegal bush shrike. s u da.
Tchagra sengala.

s ò g má v. (past sòg$mkà)
poke. s ak at a.

s ò g mò vn.
tease, annoy. s o k ana.

s ò g s ò g ò = s'gs'g'.
ù's ò k á n. (plural c'soka)

chest. � ir ji.
s ò k à v. (past sokka, active noun 

u'soko)
scrape, scrub; clean sth by 
rubbing it hard. jeji,  k ar t a. See: 
sopa.

s ò k à d -s ò k à d id.
shuffling. b u dir i,  mu s anniy a.

s ò k  mk � v.
grown large. g ing ac e.

s ò k  ms à v. (past sokomska)

s ò k �m-t$r # n. (plural sòk%mt,rn&)
kingfisher (the whole family).
c inaw u y a,  c ib il b il o . Alcedinidae.

s ok s ok o = s'gs'g'.
s ò l à v. (past solka)

tell a secret. t s eg u nt a as ir i.
Variant: s'l', s'lk'.

s ò l à s á v. (past solaska)
loosen. s as s au t a,  !al l e,  � ai� ay e.

d's ò l à s à n. (plural c'solasa)
loosely tied loop. h anc in � au r in 
ig iy a.

s ò l �ms à v. (past sol�mska)
1) tear off or take part of sth. t ay a,  
c ic c ir a.
2) eat greedily.

s ò má 1 vi.
run. g u du . See: a'soma.

s ò mà 2 n.
gift, in particular to aid someone in 
need (trad.). g u du maw a.

s ò mk s á v. (past somkska)
hold sth with hand surrounding it 
completely, grip. r i� e k am.

s ò ms ò mò adj.
unevenly shaped. mak u da� � e.

s ón g s ón g ó [so���so���o�] adj. jemo .
Variant: pongpongo.

d's ò ocò n. (plural c'sooco)
living or sitting. zama. Variant: 
d'sooto.

s óod à v. (past soodka)
slide, descend. g ang ar a,  t izg a.

s óod ó n.
herb of marjoram family (Senchi 
name). � a� � o y ar  k ar e. Ocimum 
basilicum; Hyptis spicigera; Leucas 
martinicensis. See: j�u (Zuru).

s óod s à v. (past soodska)
cause sth to slide. g ang ar adda.

s ò ol á v. (past sóolkà, active noun 
u'soola; c'soola)
wet and thresh well to remove the 
husk (of first threshing). r ib � i,  
c as a,  c as h i,  dank ar o ,  dak i du k a.

s ò otá vi.
sit, stay. zau na. Variant: sógta.



c 's oot a s =n=

186   

c's ò otá n.
empty pods, husks with few 
grains. s h efe.

ì's ò otá n.
hand-perforated sieve made from 
a calabash, used for fermenting 
daddawa. mar ar ak i,  r ar ak a,  
manu k i,  manu k in k al w a.

s ò otá d �s n.
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

s ò otò n. (plural c'sooto)
immature groundnuts. h ans ar i,  
b ang i. Variant: s''t�m h'.

s ò p à v. (past sopka, active noun 
u'sopo)
1) scrub; wash thoroughly. g o g e,  
c u � a jik i. See: soka.
2) remove oneself from sb's grip.
k u !u c e w a.

s ò p á n n à v. (past sopanka)
thrash with whip. k ac aw aiw ai,  
c ar k w a� a.

s ò p á s à v. (past sopaska)
peel, rub the surface off. s al e.
Variant: sopese, sopeske.

s op es e = sopasa.
k's óp l á n. (plural c'sopla)

the skin that snakes or 
grasshoppers shed as they grow.
s al an mac iji,  fat a. Variant: 
fyakda.

s óp s k à v.
slipped out of hand. k u t t a,  
� u b u c e.

s ò s á i adv.
very. s o s ai. From: Hausa.

d's ò s ó n. (plural c'soso)
sponge. s o s o . See: suusu. From: 
Hausa.

s ò và s á v. (past sovaska)
to add a little. � ar a y aw an ab u .
Variant: sovka.

ì's óvk à n. (plural m'sovka)
much. y aw a.

d's ò vn ò n. (plural c'sovno)
nickname for penis. mazak u t a.

s ò vó n. (plural sovno)
baby mouse. jar ir in k u s u .

s óvs óvó adv.
a moderate increase. dadama.

s $ v.
drink. s h a.

s $b $ n. (plural s'bn')
(African) Civet. mag en t ant al .
Viverra civetta.

s $d $ v. (past s'dk')
exceed. fiy ay y a,  � ar a. Alt: 
s'd's'.

k's #g cò n. (plural c's'gco)
1) cotton material of black and 
blue strands woven into a pattern; 
a piece of hand-woven cotton 
cloth used with the loincloth 
especially for wrestling. s a� i.
2) apron or wrestling garment.
w ando n k o k aw a g ab a- g ab a.

s $g # v. (past s'gk')
insert, put in place. s a c ik i.

s #g #p v.
gore, pierce, insert by hooking in.
s o k a.

s $g s $g $ adv.
loosely. l ak o - l ak o .

s #k adv.
deep at sleep, fallen down in this 
state. l is .

s #k s #k # id.
rustling sound made by something 
unseen. w ani ir in mo t s i.

s $m$ n.
a tuberous plant. t u mu � u .
Solenostemon rotundifolius; Coleus 
dysentericus; Plectranthus.

k's #n n. (plural c's'n)
large pot, for storing water, or 
making, boiling and storing beer.
b il u .

s #n k $ [s��nk��] v.
be painful, cause pain. zafi.

s $n $ v. (past s'nk')
light a fire to burn grass, 
cornstalks, etc. c u nna.
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m 's $n $ n.
1) an ache or a wound, hurt or 
injury to the body. c iw o .
2) gonorrhea. c iw o n s any i.

s #n ú n d �b � v.
remonstrate (with). nu na h au s h i.

s $, vt.
drink, take. s h a. See: m's''.

s $,cè etá n. (plural s''ceetana)
the blue long-tailed pepper eater.
w aw an k u r mi.

s $,cs è n n. (plural s''csenne)
sugar-ant. s h azu mami. � S ��c s e n 
e l t u t �n u'r e mr e me . The sugar-ant 
likes sweet things. Variant: 
s''cswen.

s #,g è n.
unceasing, considerable 
inveterate smoker, drunkard.
b u h a.

s $,k # v.
become mature. g au r i,  g au s as a.
See: k'g�rk'.

s $,r # n. (plural s''r'n')
Lesser Kestrel. c i far a. Falco 
neumanni.

s #,s è n. (plural 
s''sene)
soldier. s o ja.

s #,t mh $ n.
(plural 
s''t�mh''
n')
immature g-
nuts.
h ans ar i.

ì's #,tè adj.
thirsty.
� is h ir w a.

s $s $s $ v.
swarm out, 
troop or march out in large 
numbers, e.g. flying ants coming 
out from an anthill. � u ng iy a.
Variant: sasasa.

s $t$ v. (past s'tk')
take over, replace/substitute 
another person, levirate marriage.
c ik a g u r b i.

c's't' n.
levirate marriage, traditional act of 
replacing one's dead brother by 
marrying his widow. � ik at a c ik a 
g u r b i.

s $t$s # v.
repay, retaliate, get revenge or 
recompense. s ak a,  fans h e,  
s ak amak o .

s&t&s& n.
quid pro quo, act of revenge, 
recompense. r amu w a.

s $tyà a g có n. (plural s'tyaagcno)
kind of snake. k ananna� a.

s #vk $ v.
be full. zin� ir .

s #v$ v. (past s'vk')
pack, stuff sth somewhere.
c ink is a,  c u s a.

s ù c id.
puff out, release air suddenly.
b u s a.

s ù d ú v. (past sudk�; sudku)
add more, increase. � ar u .

s ù k s ù k ù adj.
rough, scruffy. ab u  w ani ir i.

s u k t+ v. (past suktk�) = suktu.
s ù k tú v. (past suktku)

rub. s h afa. See: suku. Variant: 
sukt�.

s ù k ú 1 v.
wipe, rub. s h afa.

s ù k ù 2 v.
daub, apply, put on. s h afa.

s u l = sulsulu.
s ù l g s ú v.

push or thrust in sth. t u r a.
s ù l s ù l ù n.

cold or heat felt gradually in a 
person's body. s h ig an s any i k o  
zafi a jik i. Variant: sul; 
sumsumu.
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s u ms u mu = sulsulu.
v 's ú mú n. (plural s'sumu)

shoot, new leaf of a plant. t o h o ,  
t s ir a,  y i t o h o .

ù's ù mù n.
dampness of ground. l aima.

s ù mù mù v.
glide, move along smoothly and 
continuously. t afiy a s h ir u - s h ir u .

 s ù n g ú mí [su���u�m��] n. (plural 
c'sungumi)
long-handled wooden hoe used 
for sowing guinea corn. s u ng u mi.

s ù n t� & adv.
(sitting) despondently, unhappily.
s u k u k u .

v 's ú p ú n. (plural s'supu)
the corner of the farm (usu. 
triangular). � ar s h en g o na.

s ù t v.
hiss, pass wind, slow release of 
bad air or an arrow from the bow.
s w ac ew a w ani ir i.

s ú tù v. (past sutku)
contract, withdraw, pull in, draw 
in. no � e.

s ù u v.
glide, swoop. dir a.

s ù u d � n. (plural suud�n�)
kind of small edible grasshopper.
w at a ir in far a.

s ù u s ú n. (plural s'suusu)
loofah-gourd, sponge. s o s o . Luffa 
aegyptiaca. See: soso.

s ù vú v. (past súvkù)
catch fish using a net in each 
hand. dar zaje.

v 's w á n. (plural s'swa)
young female animal. dab b a 
t amat a da y ar iny a.

v 's w á a n. (plural s'swana)
young, virgin (calf, goat, sheep 
etc.). b u r g u ma du � u s a.

s w à a v.
disperse, scatter immediately or 
suddenly. w at s ew a g ab a day a.

s w à a y adj.
massive, huge, very large. g ib zai-
g ib zai.

s w à d v.
finished completely. � ar e du k a.

s w à g à p v.
poke, one stroke pushed inside 
sth. t u r aw a w ani ir i.

s w à in v.
slither, moving the way a snake or 
an earthworm moves. w ani ir in 
mo t s i. Variant: swainswain; 
sw�in.

s w à is w à i adv.
with a zigzag movement (e.g. by 
snake). mal au - mal au .

s w à l à m adv.
(standing) tall and fat. s o � o � o .
Variant: swalamswalam.

ù's w á n s w á n yé n.
roaming about. k ai da k aw o w a.

s w á p id.
lashing sound. � ar ar  b u g u  da 
b u l al a.

s w à p adv.
well-washed. s u !u l .

s w à p l à a m adv.
facial looks of a dull person. t s aw o  
s ama. See: swalam. Variant: 
swapraam.

s w à r à p id.
quick stripping of sth. � ai� ay e,  
s as s a� e,  s w al a,  s w al ew a. Variant: 
sw.r.p.

s w à r k tà p v.
strip off sth, peel. s al e. See: swap.
Variant: sw�rkt�p.

s w à t v.
sudden release of bad air. mo t s in 
t u s a.
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s w à tà n.
shaving the face round the 
forehead. w ani ir in as k i.

s w à tà p v.
peel down. s al e w ani ir i. See: 
swalam. Variant: sw�t�p.

s w �+ v. (past sw��k�)
suck. t s o t s a. Variant: sw��t�.

s w  +l ì s w  +l ì v.
wander - walk with no aim or 
direction. w at a ir in t afiy a.
Variant: sw��nsw��n.

s w  +n v.
gaze, look longingly at sth.
g w al am � al ail aic e.

s w ++t+ v. (past sw��tk�) = sw��.
s w ++t+mb a ta = s��t�mbata.
s w �p v.

fork-in, simple entry of an object 
into a hole, direct in. s h ig a w ani 
ir i.

s w é excl.
splendid! swell! it's good that! 
exclamation of agreement with or 
happiness about a happening.
madal l a.

s w è emà n. (plural sweemna)
bee. r u dan zu ma.

s w é en à n. (plural sweenna)
bandicoot, a marsupial with a long 
nose, strong hind legs, and a long 
tail, (they eat mainly insects and 
plants and are found in 
Australasia). b u r g u ,  g afiy a.
Peramelidae.

s w è g �l s á v. (past swèg$lsk%)
force-in, squeeze-in. � w afa,  
k ar � a� a.

v 's w è n n. (plural s'swen)
barb on an arrow. � al l emu . See: 
v's�n.

s w é n d s è v. (past swendske)
choke. s h a� e. Variant: sendse.

s w é n g é [swe���e�] n.
kind of grasshopper. w at a ir in 
far a. Variant: senge.

s w è p á v. (past swepaka)
plaster off, cover up by sewing in 
or build around sth. l u l l u !e.

s w � n. (plural sw��n�) = cw.2.
s w � & v. (past sw��k�)

join together, unite, connect two 
points. h a� a,  g ama h a� u .

d'sw/� n.
work on a pauper's farm, 
communal farming done by a 
group of villagers for sb who has 
had a misfortune.

s w � & n adj.
quiet, with little or no movement.
dank am,  k as ir it .

s w �& n s é v. (past sw��nske)
combine, mix up together, join.
g ame w u r i � ay a.

s w � & v adv.
slowly, simply piercing into 
something. s o k aw a w ani ir i.
Variant: sw��vsw��v.

s w �g � v. (past sw�g�k�)
replace. may e g u r b in,  
maimak o n,  c ik a g u r b i. Variant: 
sw�t�k�; sw�g�s�.

c'sw.g/ n.
replacement of a seed which 
failed to grow. may ew a,  � amfa.

c's w �g � an.
sow seed before the rains set in 
fully. b ir ne.

s w & g & s & v. (past sw�g�sk�) = 
sw�g�.

s w & in = swain. Variant: sw�insw�in.
s w �p adj.

hairy, too much hair on someone.
b u zu r w a,  c ak as am dindir is .

s w �r �p = swàràp.
s w � r � t id.

fall down into a hole. fa� i a r ami.
s w & r k t& p = swarktap.
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s w í v.
accompany, escort a person.
r ak a.

d'swí n. 
act of escorting sb. r ak iy a.

s w ì d í v. (past swidiki)
add, give more to. � ar i.

s w íic d g á = suud�.

s w ì r í v. (past swiriki)
clog up with dirt, cover a hole up 
with sand or earth. jic e.

s w ì r k tì p n.
sudden attack, downward swoop.
dir a,  w u r a.

s w ì t�r k n ì i adj.
lying curled up, crumpled, 
screwed into a small ball.
� u du ndu ne.

T  -   t

tá 1 pro.
they (indefinite or future). zas u ,  
s u w a.

tá 2 v. (past táakà)
finish, end, be over. ak e,  y a k ar e.
� L ag  m'h�s �, kad a hi i  t a. Stop 
giving out so that your guinea corn does 
not finish. � � v naas k �m c 'd # b# , 
amma i  t aaka. You have wronged me, 
but it is finished.

tà 3 part.
not. b a.

c'tà n.
ultimate, exactly, last attempt, 
unrepeated, only. r ak ,  daidi.

tá a adv.
in full view, openly. g aig ai.

s 'tà a v.
fire at, shoot. h al b i.

tá a b à n.
tobacco, cigarette. t ab a. From: 
Hausa.

c'tà a b # n.
(that is) the end of the matter.
fak at ,  t amat .

d'tà a g có n.
the end of an event. g anin 
� ar s h e.

tá a g è n. (plural taagne)
archer, expert in the art of 
shooting person who shoots with 
a bow and arrow. k as - b au na,  
mah al b i.

tá a g s à v. (past taagska)
end of the matter. zu w a 
k ar k ar ew a. Variant: taagse.

ta a g s e v. (past taagske) = taagsa.
tá a k à v.

be finished, over. � ar e.
tà a k à tá a k á excl.

'Guess what?'. k a s an,  k a s an.
tá a k k w � v.

completely finish. t s int s ir it .
tà a má v. (past taamka)

stroke, pass the hand over/along 
a surface repeatedly, perhaps 
searching for concealed weapons.
s h afaw a w ani ir i.

tá a n l ó adv.
like that, that way, so. s h iy a,  t a 
h ak a nan.

tá a n z ó adv.
there (often accompanied by an 
indication of direction). c an.

d'tà a r è n. (plural c'taare)
stone, rock. du t s e.



t aar o t ak7mmal8nku

191 

tà a r ó n. (plural taarono)
kind of fish. w ani ir in k ifi.

tà a r ú ' n à z $ n. (plural taarc'nazo)
anvil. u w ar  ma� er a.

tà a r v n  h w è l á n. (plural taars�n 
hwela)
flint. � an� ar a.

tá a s à vt. (past taaska)
finish. g amaw a. Variant: taase, 
taaske.

ù'tà a s à n.
uplands, level land. jig aw a,  � as a 
fil i w ani ir i.

tà a s �ml� adv.
having done one's best. anit a.

tá a s e v. (past taaske) = taasa.
tà a tá v. (past taatka)

support with hand. dafa.
c'tà b à an.

pull up grass by hand (to weed an 
area). c ir an h ak i.

tà b g á v.
1) cajole. l al l ama.
2) grope. fafak a.

d'tà có n. (plural c'taco)
1) bundle of thatching grass. b at a.
2) woven tie which holds the 
bundle together. � au r a (v). See: 
v'gw/ (Zuru dialect). Variant: 
d'tato.

tà d á v. (past tádkà)
bend over. du � a. Variant: tadba; 
tad�bka; tado; tadko.

tá d á s adv.
clear; so that you can see a long 
way. h as k e w ani ir i.

tà d á s à vt. (past tadaska)
lean or place against sth, prop.
dang ana,  jing ina.

ta d b a v. (past tad�bka) = tada.
tà d è tà d è adv.

1) moving backwards and 
forwards in fear of sth. g ab a- b ay a.
2) holding sth back. t o g e. Variant: 
tadtada; tadotado.

tà d � & d á adv.
perhaps, thinking. t s ammani,  
w at ak il a,  s h ak k a.

ta d o v. (past tadko) = tada.

tà d ò tà d ò = tadetade.
m 'tà d tá d à n.

spur, rising ground, steep place.
mat izg i,  mah au r a. Variant: 
m'tattada.

tà d tà d à = tadetade.
tà g à s á v. (past tagaska)

hide. !o y e,  b u y a. Variant: tagese, 
tageske.

tà g è n.
hunter. mah ar b i.

ta g es e v. (past tageske) = tagasa.
tà g tà g à adv.

in a shaky manner. r aw a w ani ir i.
See: t�gt�g�.

tá h à adv.
here, near at hand. nan. Variant: 
tah�na; tana.

ta h +n a = taha.
tà in adv.

stretched out, made longer by 
pulling. ja.

tá k adv.
completely finished. k ac o k an.
Variant: taktaka.

tà k á 1 vt. (past takka)
start, begin. s o ma.

d'tàkà n.
beginning, start, cause. aw w al i,  
mafar i,  mas o mi,  as al i,  as ani.

tà k á 2 n. (plural takna)
kind of very smelly insect. w ani 
ir in � w ar o .

k'tà k à n. (plural c'taka)
metal shafted spear. as ig ir i.

s 'tà k à n.
act of provoking or irritating sb.
c o k ana,  t s o k ana.

k'tá k �l l á n.
book. l it t afi.
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tà k  mmá l �n k ù [ta�k��m�a�l���ku�] n.
(plural tak�mmal�nkunu)
larva beetle, white dung-hill grub.
g w azar ma,  do l e- do l e.

tà k  mmá l �n k ú n ù [ta�k��m�a�l���ku�nu�] n.
mumps (a disease). h ang u .

tá k �n d á n.
kind of sugar 
cane. t ak an� a.

tà k cò n.
mush food which 
has already been 
moulded into 
shape. mal mal a.

d'tàkcò n. (plural 
c'takco)
lump of above.
g u dar  mal mal a.

tà k è s è v.
start as early as 
possible. s o ma,  
far a.

tá k s è v.
test sb to see if they will keep their 
promise. g w aji.

tà k tá v. (past taktka, active noun 
takto)
1) rub. g o g e,  g o g a,  s h afa.
2) mould a cake of food using a 
calabash.

ta k ta k a = tak.
tà k té tà k té ad.

in a clumsy, fumbling manner.
r as h in g ane w a k o  r as h in iy a 
y in ab u . � U  e l b� t akt e t akt e  
nu'e mo. He is doing it clumsily.

ta k to = takta.
tà l adv.

very fast, at lightning speed.
k y aft ar  ido .

tà l à n.
tax. h ar ay i. Variant: talo.

tá l á l á adj.
tall, long. t s aw o  s ama. See: t'l'l'.

tá l à m adj.
clear, empty. w ay am.

tá l ó n.
a contribution. t ar b ac e ju c e. See: 
tala.

tà mà v. (past tamka)
collide with, butt (fighting 
animals). g w ab s a,  g w ab za.

ù'tà mà n.
special place made for melting 
iron-stones. mazu g a w ani ir i.

tà mé s k è v.
crash into sth. dau za.

tà mp ò n. (plural s'tampo)
tree whose strong wood is used 
for making bows. w ani ir in it ac e.

c'tà mp ò n.
upper arm or lower leg. dant s e.

tà ms k w �+r ì n. (plural 
tamskw��rni)
the tree locust. far ar  ic e.
Anacridium.

v 'tà ms ù w á = v'tamswa.
v 'tà ms w á n. (plural s'tamswa)

(sewing) needle. al l u r a. Variant: 
v'tampaasuwa
(Ribah).

tà mtà mà ad.
1) three-quarters 
full (of grain).
daidai w ani ir i,  
mai du s h i.
2) (of woman) plump. mai ' y ar  
� ib a.

tá n num.
5 (five). b iy ar .

tà n  íl l � num.
7 (seven). b ak w ai.

tá n à 1 = taha.
tà n á 2 v. (past tanka)

mention. amb at o .
tà n á 3 n. (plural tanna)

reed-buck. k aji.
tà n d è n.

snow, ice, hail. � an� ar a.
tà n d è m$l# n. (plural s'tandem'l')

kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.
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tà n g l à [ta���la�] n. (plural tang�lna)
bush cat. mag en daji.

à'tá n tá a b ò n.
kind of small white frog poisonous 
to grass-eating animals. � at a.

tá n tá b à r à n. (plural n/a)
pigeon. t ant ab ar a. From: Hausa.

tá n tá n g w ì r í [ta�nta���w�����] n.
kind of black insect with special 
odour. w ani ir in � w ar o . Variant: 
kantasgwiri.

tà n tr à m adj.
huge. s u ndu meme,  k as u ndu l a.

tá p  s ' n w  
giving worries. damu w a.

tà p á 1 v.
1) stretch out (usually hand), act 
of putting ones hand or poking a 
stick into a hole. s aw a w ani ir i.
2) the act of putting fingers in a 
girl's vagina to find out if she is a 
virgin. g w aji.

tà p á 2 v. (past tapka, active noun 
ù'tápó)
1) put in, apply sth. al g as a.
Variant: tapo, tapko.
2) collecting honey. du b i.

ta p o v. (past tapko) = tapa.
ta r b a s = t�rb�s.
à'tá r g ú n.

kind of pepper. w ani ir in 
b ar k o no .

tà r íh ì n.
history. t ar ih i. From: Hausa.

tà s à vt. (past táskà)
collide with from the side, (e.g. a 
dog knocking into sth it is 
chasing). g w afs a,  g w ab je.

tà tá v. (past tatka)
prepare grass for thatching. y ant a.

tà tà s é n. (plural c'tatase)
pepper. b ar k o no .

tà tà tà id.
(standing) in rows. jer e. Variant: 
t�t�t� (Ribah); t�t�t�.

d'ta to = d'taco.

m 'tà ttá d à n.
sloping ground, hillside. g ang ar a.
Variant: m'tadtada.

k'tá u n. (plural c'tau)
bow. b ak a.

t�u n ì k ù tù n.
part of animal leg between the 
knee and the hip. c iny a. Variant: 
taus�mkutu.

tá vtá vá adv.
vertically, stretching upward. c ar .
See: t�vt�v�; cavcava.

k'ta ya n. (plural c'taya)
tyre. t ay a. From: English.

tá z à v. (past tazka)
kick or knock sth over.
h amb ar adda. Variant: t�z�nn�, 
t�z�nk�.

tá z à l id.
on one's back. w ani ir in fa� u w a,  
r ig ing int a. Variant: tazgal; t�zg�l; 
t�zgr�m; t�z�m; t�z�l.

tà z g n á n.
stunted bean seeds. t amu .

t + vt. (past t%�k$)
chew (once). t au na.

t +cù num.
3 (three). u k u . Variant: t�ccu.

k't%ccù n.
'three seeds of play draught in 
ones hand or in the hole of 
draughts'. ' y a' y an dar a u k u  a 
h annu ,  k o  a k o mi.
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c't�+g ù n.
grazing, e.g. animals biting the top 
of the grass. k iw o . � N aam�n e l �n 
c 't ��g u. Cattle are grazing.

t +l � v. (past t��lk�)
walk away and become lost, 
wander off. !ac e.

à't +l t +l � n.
renegade. b at t at an.

t�+m v. (past t��mk�, active noun 
c't��mu)
chew (continuously). t au ne.

t�+t +n à n.
nickname for Igbo meaning 'man-
eaters'. ma c i mu t u m.

ì't�b í n.
craving for meat. � anw a.

k't�b r ì n.
swollen glands (esp. in groin). jik i 
inda k al u l u w a t ak e.

t+ccu = t��cu.
t d excl.

bother! t ir . Variant: t�dda.
t�d �d � adv.

in a row. jer e.
t�d b  v. (past t�d�bk�)

get set, ready. s h ir i.
k't�d ì adj. (plural c't�dini)

young, tender, easily hurt if 
touched. s ab o n ab u  k o  jar ir in 
ab u .

t d t d  adv.
in the manner of a child walking 
for the first time. k at a- k at a.

t�g �p adv.
slowly (of motion), with lethargy, 
sluggishly, slow to act. s annu -
s annu ,  c ik in s annu .

K'T g l � n. (plural T�g�ln�)
of the clan T�gl�. Variant: D't�gl�.

t g ù n. (plural s't�gu)
man's gown or coat. t ag u w a.
Variant: m't�gu (plural).

ì't g ù n. (plural m't�gu)
dress, (usu. men's shirt). t ag u w a.

t�k id.
1) thick (of liquid). (mai) k au r i.
See: d�k.
2) sluggishly (moving very slowly).
mai naw a.

t k � pro.
this big one. w annan b ab b an.

d't�k  adj.
part full. c ik a w ani ir i faffag o .

t�k  s k � v.
lifted up, took up, picked up.
� au k e.

t�k b  v. (past t�k�bk�)
go down (of level of liquid, grain, 
etc.). r ag u w a w ani ir i.

t k k  d b à tá n.
overgrown slut. b u � u ma.

d't+k r + = d'gurgu.
t k r  n.

container, receptacle. ma' aji.
t�k t�k adv.

walking with heavy steps.
jim!u r !u r ,  jin� im.

t m pro.
I will. zan.

t m 1 adv.
again, also. k u ma.

t m�2 = timi.
t mb � v. (past t�mbk�)

miss the way. !at a.
t mb ì t mb ì adv.

travelling in the dark. du k u m-
du k u m.

t n pro.
you pl. in indefinite future. zas u ,  
s u w a. Variant: t�v; ta; tu; c�n.

k't�n n. (plural c't�n)
tendon. ag ar a.

t n � pro.
these. w a� annan.

t�n  k í n. (plural s't�n�ki)
slow walking gait of horse.
b at ar na� a.

t n �n l ú pro.
those (over there). w a� anc an.
Variant: t�n�nzu.
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t+n +n z u = t�n�nlu.
t�n b � n. (plural s't�nb�)

kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.
t n d à a v.

hop, esp. of frog or toad. t s al l en 
k w a� o . Variant: h�nda.

t�n d �m id.
plop, sound made by heavy object 
being dropped into water. t s il u m.

d't�n d ì n. (plural c't�ndi)
nest. g ije,  s h ek a.

t�n g �m [t������m] adv.
with a limp. � ing is h i.

t n g l � [t����l��] v. (past t�ng�lk�)
limp. � ing is h i.

t�n k t�n k ù [t���kt���ku�] adv.
tenderly (of sth growing). mai 
t au s h i.

t�n tr �m adv.
looking dull, foolish. s o � o � o .

t r b á adv.
when the ground is hard and very 
difficult to weed. k as a mai y a 
no ma.

t s adv.
floating, or otherwise at the 
surface. a s ama,  b is a.

d't s  adj.
shallow. r as h in zu r fi. Variant: 
d'tasa; d't�sb�.

t s  1 n.
lamp made of mud. fit il a.

t s �2 pro.
these. w a� annan.

t�s �b s  v. (past t�s�bsk�)
dig and widen hole. g ina da fadi 
w ani ir i,  h a� a. Variant: t�s�ms�.

t+s +ms + = t�s�bs�.
t s  ms � adv.

regardless of advice. jek a k a 
g ane.

m 't�s ì n.
cheekbones. t s au r in ido ,  � u nc i 
k u mat u . See: m'gongono.

t s m� v. (past t$s$mk%)
shove, push over, knock over, 
especially in a crowd. t u t t u r e.

t�t s k � v.
continue, go on doing sth. c ig ab a.

t�t�t� = tatata.
t+tt+s + v. (past t�t�sk�) = p�pp�s�.
t v pro.

you sg. in indefinite future. zas h i,  
zat a.

t w � Other forms: t�wi, t�w�h�na, 
t�w�na, t�w�nlu. pro.
this one, or that one (if near).
w annan. Variant: t�y�, t�y�h�na, 
t�y�na, t�y�nlu; t�y�nzu.

t�w �n l ú pro.
that one. w a� anc an.

t+z +n n + v. (past t�z�nk�) = taza.
k'té b ù r n.

desk. From: English.
c'té i n.

saliva, spit. y au .

té mó n.
a hard flat hammer, used as an 
anvil: hot metal is hammered into 
shape on it. g u du ma,  h ama.
Variant: t/mcò.

tè p n.
tape recorder. r ak o da. From: 
Hausa.

té r g à v.
cause to go in opposite direction, 
reverse. t afiy a b ay a,  b ay a.

tevteve = t�vt�v�.
t�b t�b �1 n. (plural s't�bt�b�)

kind of shrub that grows on the 
fadama. w as u  ir in t s ir e- t s ir e.

t�b t�b �2 id.
full (to the brim). ma� il .
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t�d �p
low level. � as a- � as a.

s 't� & n.
lankiness. t s ir ir i.

t� & 1 adv.
squashed. danna w a.

t�& 2 n. (plural t/�n.)
White-bellied Crombee. w ani ir in 
� ar amin t s u nt s u . Sylvietta 
flaviventris.

t�& z adv.
supine; flat on one's back.
r ing ing ine.

t�g d � v. (past t.g$dk.)
1) strive hard, exert oneself.
t a� ar � ar e.
2) balance well. daidait aw a.

t�g � v. (past t�g�k�)
close loosely, put lid on. r u few a,  
s ak ay aw a.

t�g t�g � id.
shivering, shaking. mak y ar k y at a.
See: tagtaga.

t� ic�n k w �d � [t��i����kw��d��] n.
excess saliva or spittle. t s ar t u w a.

t� k adv.
silently and pensively. c ir k ak a,  
du g u m. See: w�t.

d't& k b o = d't�k�.
à't�k � n.

1) centre. t s ak iy a.
2) island. t s ib ir i.

d't.k. n.
be in the middle. t s ak a. Variant: 
d't�kbo.

c't�k � n.
the third year of g'lm'. t s ar a.

t�k s � v. (past t�ksk�)
shake a container to make its 
contents level with the surface.
g ir g ije. Variant: t�ktsk� (past).

t�k t� v. (past t/ktk.)
flee, run away. s h e� a. � Wa h# nk#  
laag o, u t # kt k#  �n kw # # v# . A lad saw 
a mad person and ran away quickly.

t�k t� k � 1 n. (plural t�kt�kn�)
ant, large termite. g ar a. �
T# kt # kn#  an y aan m u'bad a.
Termites ate my loincloth.

t�k t�k �2 adv.
so many, a lot of, in abundance.
t injim.

k't�l � n. (plural c't�l�)
bone. � as h i.

t�l k  d  cì n � n. (plural telc�dcin�)
backbone, spine. � as h in b ay a.

t�l k  n  è n à n. (plural t�lc�n s'ena)
shin bone. � as h in � w au r i.

t�l k � v. (active noun m't�lk�)
eke out, use resources carefully.
t s imi.

k't� l l � n. (plural c't�ll�)
plate. far ant i.

t� mcò n. (plural s't�mco)
anvil. u w ar  ma� er a. Variant: 
t�mo; témò.

t�m� v. (past t�mk�)
pound between two stones to 
break into small pieces. danda� a.

t.m.s/ v. (past t�m�sk�)
1) add to sth you have already 
pounded. da� a.
2) hit heads with sb. g w ar e,  k ar a.

t& mo1 = t�mco.
t�mó2 vt.

hit. b u g a.
t�n d �& m ad.

stagger forward when pulled. y i 
t ang a� i. � � m s i p k koma r u �m 
fumku u e mk t # nd # # m. I grabbed his 
hand and stepped forward pulling him.
Continuous: t�nd�mt�nd�m.
Variant: t�ng��m.

t�n � v. (past t�nk�)
1) bark. ar adu .
2) thunder. ar adu .

t/nó n. (plural s't�no)
bark. h au s h i.

v't/nó n. (plural s't�no)
thunderclap. ab as s ama.

t& n g & & m = t�nd��m.
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t� n g t� n g ó [t����t����o�] id.
lanky and tall. jo l o l o .

v 't� n ó n. (plural s't�no)
peal (of thunder). amo n t s aw a,  
ar adu . See: v'rado; k'bagagau.

t� n t�1 v. (past t�ntk�)
lean against sth. jing ina,  
k as h ing i� a.

t�n t�2 adv.
today. y au .

t�n t� í t�n t� excl.
now! it's time! y au - y au ne.

t� p id.
abundantly. ma� il .

t�r b �s adj.
flattened on top. Reversal: fa� i.
Variant: tarbas.

t�r � v. (past t�r�k�)
grow and spread branches over.
y a� a.

t� r s è v. (past t�rske, active noun 
m't�t�)
be unable to make a decision.
daidait a s h aw ar a,  k at a!al !al .

t& r s k & = t�t�.
t� s id.

astride, with one leg on either 
side. a w ar e.

t�s t�s � id.
busy. y i � aw ainiy a,  y i h idima.

t� t� v. (past t�tk�)
be hard to decide on, difficult.
g ag ar i t a c ew a,  r as a t ac ew a,  
r as a t a y i c e. Variant: t�rsk�.

t& t& t& = tatata.
t� vt� v� id.

standing on tiptoe. c ar ,  � ag e.
Variant: tevteve; tavtava.

t& z & l = tazal.
t& z & m = tazal.

t& z g & l = tazal.
t& z g r & m = tazal.
tí pro.

they will be, they are ever. za s u .
tíi adv.

following after sth to catch it. b iy e.
tì itíik ù n. (plural tiitiikunu)

kind of bird that prefers running to 
flying. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .

tímì pro.
these. w a� annan. Variant: t�m�.

tín d íl adv.
like a balloon. k u mb u r i.

tì t� k id.
stopping suddenly, at once. c ik .

tò g d á v. (past tog�dka)
stand firm, be balanced. t s ay a 
daidai.

tòg%dsá v. (past tog�dska)
even up, balance sth well so that 
it does not fall over. ajiy e daidai.
See: hyog�dsa.

tò k á v. (past tokka)
burn. � o ne.

tò k �r k ò n n ò n.
ash remains of sth edible, burnt 
when being cooked. � o no .

tò k é s è v. (past tokeske)
burn oneself. � o ne k ai. Variant: 
twekeske (past).

tò k ór  tò k ór id.
said at the start of a fable. g a t an,  
g a t ank u .

tók s k è v.
burn up all (of a large quantity).
r azg a.

tò l ó vt.
swallow. h a� iy a.

tò l ón k ò [to�lo��ko�] v.
overeat. za� a.
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d'tò ofé n. (plural c'toofe)
small drum shaped like a bowl on 
a stand and played with both 
hands. w at a ir in g ang a.

k'tóok á n.
sore place. mang o s o ,  mik i.

tò ol s á v. (past toolska)
waste time. !at a l o k ac i. Variant: 
novka, novaska.

tò os ó v. (past tóoskò)
proceed, get on with sth. � au r e k a 
is a.

tór k má n. (plural c'torkma)
kind of bead. ag ag u .

tò r k ò má n. (plural s'torkoma)
kind of necklace. w ani ir in ab in 
w u y a.

t#1 v. (past t,'k&)
leave, go (away from) sb. t as h i.
See: t,n 'follow'.

í't&'ké n.
sth that has gone; the past, ago.
da.

t$2 excl.
expression of agreement, 'yes', 
'OK'. e.

s 't$ n.
soup. miy a.

t$d t$d $ ad.
with fresh, new shoots. t o h o  s ab o .
Variant: t'kt'k'; tuktuku.

t$h  mh $ n. (plural c't'h�mh')
spinach. al ay y ah o .

t$h # n.
ingredients for soup (i.e. leaves).
k ay an miy a. Variant: t'p'.

t3in adv.
slowly. s annu - s annu .

t$k $ v. (past t'kk')
pluck feathers from bird; scrape 
hair from hide of animal, tear off 
chunk of meat. t u je,  c u ng u l a. See: 
ky't'.

t,k t,k , = t'dt'd'.
t$lós k ò v.

eat up everything. za� ir e.

t$l$ v. (past t'lk', active noun d't'lbe)
swallow. h a� iy a,  h ar g e.

d't,lcò vn. (plural c't'lco)
swallow. h a� iy a.

t#l#l# id.
tall and thin. t s aw o  s ama. See: 
talala.

t#n v. (past t,'k&)
go, following or coming with sb.
t ah o ,  w u t o . See: t, 'go away'.

m 't#n n.
ashes. t o k a.

t$n d #m$ n.
balls of cooked flour. dat s an fu r a.
� T�nd �m� i  h�d an fur a, anan s oola 
hi i  na e mt  o d a. Tondomo are just like 
fura, the guinea corn bran is not 
removed before it is made.

t#n é s è v. (past t'neske, active noun 
d't'nese)
re-open a wound by mistake.
fama,  fami.

t$n g n $ [t����n��] n.
guinea worm. k u r k u nu .

t$n g t$n g ò [to���t����o�] id.
growing up fresh and dangling.
y in r et o . Variant: d'ngd'ngo.
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d't$n k é [��d’t��nke�] n.
wish, desire. do n s o n r ai.

t$n $ vt. (past tónk&, active noun 
c't&n&)
want, like, love, 'be keen on'. s o ,  
k al l afa,  b u k at a,  nema. See: 
m't'n'.

t#,1 vi.
go, pass, leave. t afi,  jek a.

t$,2 = t&.
t#,g ò n. (plural s't''go)

special rope for lowering a 
calabash full of honey to the 
ground from the bee's nest high 
up in the tree. w at a ir in ig iy a.

t$,n adv.
slowly, with slow motion. s annu -
s annu .

t$,s  c' n à a má n g è d è
[t���s t�’na��ma���e�de�] n.

soup made with fresh leaves of 
the baobab tree. k ir !e.

t$,s è v. (past t''ske)
stack, put one thing on another.
aza.

t#,s k $ adv.
with great eagerness. zal l im 
mazal l ak � .

d't$,s ò n. (plural c't,'sò)
load. k ay a.

k't&'sò n. (plural c't''so)
big, large load. adil a.

c't$,s $ n.
heresy, sin. s a!o .

t$p  mh $ n. (plural s't'p�mh')
spinach. al l ay ah o . Amaranthus 
caudatus.

t,p ,1 = t'h'.
t$p #2 v. (past t'pk')

wear, put on. s a. Variant: tw�p�, 
tw�p�k�; tw�p�lk�.

t#r  mk $ v.
gulp, swallow, gobble.
ma� w ar w a,  h adiy e.

t#r h #g ò n.
ravenous (person or animal), 
glutton. mai jin y u nw a � w ar ai,  
b amb u r u n. � T�r h�g o a t u c i g  
k�g r � d a. A ravenous person is not 
satisfied quickly.

t#r m$ v. (past t'r�mk')
gulp, gobble; eat or swallow 
rapidly. zar in c in ab u . See: 
t'rh'go.

t$r # n. (plural s't'r')
neck, throat. w u y a.

c't#s ó n.
token gift, kind of help or aid from 
people individually giving out cash 
or materials in kind. g u du mmu w a.

t$s s $ v.
redeem, ransom, buy sth which 
wasn't for sale by asking for it 
specifically. fans a. Variant: t'sk'.

t$v$ v. (past t'vk')
redeem, ransom, buy sth before 
seller offers to sell it. fans a. See: 
t'ss'.

tú pro.
he will, he habitually does (2nd 
person future). zai,  y a k an.

tú d s ì v. (past tudski)
cool. b ans any i. Variant: tudu.

tu d u v. (past tudku) = tudsi.
ù'tú d ú n.

1) Harmattan. h u nt u r u ,  l o k ac in 
� ar i.
2) cold. s any i. Variant: k'tudu; 
tudk-tup.
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tù k �& adj.
describing poor hair growth, e.g. 
newly-grown feathers on the head 
of a baby bird. Variant: hulb��.

tu k tu k u 1 = t'dt'd'.
tù k tù k ù 2 adv.

prolifically, widely, in a fertile 
manner. b azo - b azo .

d'tù má tù n. (plural c'tumatu)
tomato. t u mat ir . From: English.

c'tú n tú n.
pleated leather dog-collar.
dag u mi.

tú p adv.
very cold, ice-cold, freezing.
� al au ,  k au . Variant: tuptupu.

ù'tù p tù p ù n.
coolness. s any i- s any i.

tù r à r é n. (plural s'turare)
eucalyptus. t u r ar e. From: Hausa.

tù r ù s v. (past turusku)
pierce in, plunge (foot etc.) into a 
hole, cave in. b u r ma,  !u r me.

tu r u s k u = durusku.
tú s id.

bent suddenly with buttocks wide 
open. k w anc iy a,  k o  du k aw a.

tù s id.
break a pot or calabash 
containing sth. fas a.

tú s k � adv.
too much, abundance, excess of 
sth. ar al a.

tù s ù v. (past tusku)
break sth by plunging or piercing 
it. fas a.

ù'tù s ù n.
animal, beast. dab b a.

tú u pro.
3 sg. (he, she, it) in indefinite 
future. zai,  zat a.

tw ek es k e = tokese.
tw è k r è n. (plural twekrene)

earthworm. t ana.
tw è p l á v. (past twep�lka)

squeeze, crawl through. k u r � a.
Variant: twep�lska; tweplee.

tw è r é n. (plural s'twere)
tail. b indi,  w u t s iy a.

d'tw è r é n. (plural c'twere)
fag end of sugarcane. c il e.

tw �k � v. (past tw�k�k�)
snap, break a piece of sth hard.
!ant ar a,  !ant ar e.

tw & p & v. (past tw�p�k�) = t'p'.
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U   -  u

u'- [u�]
Class-marking prefix for an 
inanimate singular noun in the U
class. The U class contains towns 
and a variety of other things as 
well as many active/verbal nouns. 
Plurals of U class nouns often use 
the c' class-marker. The class-
marker u' should not be confused 
with the pronoun u which is 
written without an apostrophe and 
replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word u'g�mb� (shaved patch 
on head) is found between the 
words g�mb dawake and 
g�mbk�, and the word u'kela
(piercing) is found as an active 
noun between the words kekse
and v'kelco.

ù pro.
he/she/it (3s). s h i,  it a.

ù b á n d á a k é n.
title, kind of leadership.
u b andaw ak i. From: Hausa.

ù b  r s ì v. (past ub�rski)
impregnate, make pregnant. y i w a 
c ik i.

ú b g  d b � n. (plural ubg�db�n�)
kind of destructive insect. � w ar o n 
daw a.

d'ù b g cú n. (plural c'ubgcu)
cover, lid. b ar ima,  afang al i,  
c il mi,  b ab b an mu r fi. Large: 
k'ùbgcú.

ù b g n ù n.
bee species. k u � an zu ma w ani 
ir i.

ú b g ù v. (past ubgku)
close, shut sth. do � e,  r u fe.

ù b ú adv.
shouting at the top of one's voice, 
loudly raising one's voice. r ak a� i,  
k u w a. Variant: uvu.

d'ù b ú n.
pregnancy. c ik i.

ù cò p ú cò p ó n.
low down, ground level. � ar � as .

ú k ù v.
died. mu t u .

ù l ú v. (past ulku)
become over-ripe or full-grown.
� o s a.

k'ù mù n.
loam. w at a ir in � as a.

ú n pro.
he, she, it. s h i,  it a.

ú n cù b ù n.
Senegal Coucal, a type of cuckoo.
!er u ,  � an r ag u w a. Centropus 
senegalensis.

úncùb-rímúní n. (plural 
úncùb%n-rímáné)
Scarlet-breasted Shrike or 
Gonolek. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .
Laniarius barbarus.

ú n cù vù n. (plural uncuvunu)
warbler bird. t s ig i.
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ú n tù v. (past untku)
groan. nis a.

ù n ú 1 vi. (past unuku, active noun 
d'unu)
stand, rise. t as h i.

ù n ù 2 n. (plural unnu)
land-monitor (lizard). damo .

ù n w á pro.
he, she, it. s h i,  it a.

ù r ú n. (plural s'uru)
wall. b ang o .

ú s id.
sound made to chase birds away.
k o r ar  s u ns ay e.

ù s  v. (past úsk%)
rub. g o g e. Variant: usu.

u s u 1 v. (past usku) = us�.
ù s ù 2 n. (plural usnu)

puff adder, a kind of (harmless) 
snake. k as a,  t andar a,  s h a- no no .

k'ú s ú n. (plural c'usu)
virgin land. s au r a. See: k'k�ng�.

ù tù adj.
obsolete, old, used, left-over (of 
things, not usu. of people). t s o fo n,  
ab u  t s o fo ,  t ab a jik i.

á'ùtù n.
ancestors, people of ancient 
times. t s o fo ,  mai da� ew a.

ú u excl.
'yes' - in answer to a call 
(women). ams h in k ir a ir in na 
mat a. See: y'.

ù v vi. (past uvka)
come in, enter. s h ig a.

ùvú n. See: m'uv�.
ù v�ú v n. (plural uv�uv�n�)

person who is in their first year of 
joining the g'lm', newly 
admitted. y an b ana,  s ab o n s h ig a 
g o l mo .

ú vs ì v. (past uvski)
stick, force in, press in. s o k a,  
t s ir e.

ù vù vi.
go in. s h ig a.
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V  -  v

 v '- [��v’]
Class-marking prefix for a singular 
noun in the V class. Nouns in this 
class are inanimate objects of 
small-medium size, usually long 
and fairly thin, like a stick, finger 
or pipe. Plurals of V class nouns 
use the s' class-marker. The 
class-marker V should not be 
confused with the pronoun v or �v
which is written without an 
apostrophe and replaces a noun.

When an entry has a class-marker 
it is written in italic writing. Class-
markers may move to the end of a 
word in a sentence. The class-
marker is not included in the way 
entries are ordered. For example, 
the word v'kw�mb� (fishing hook) 
is found between the words 
kw�l�ji and kw�mb��m, and the 
word v'hwen (length of rope) is 
found between the words d'hwen
and hwendo.

-v adv.
there.

vá vt.
collect. t ar a.

k'vá n. (plural c'va)
1) leaf. g any e.
2) paper. t ak ar da.

d'vá a n.
short period of time. � an g u nt u m 
l o k ac i.

vá a k à vi. (past vaakka)
return, go back. k o ma. Variant: 
dooga, doogka; deega, deegka.

vá a k tà v. (past vaaktka)
return sth, take sth back. may ad 
da. Variant: vaakte, vaaktke; 
vaakto, vaaktko.

va a k te = vaakta.

va a k to = vaakta.
d'vá a s íp n.

short while. � an jimaw a.
vá a w à n. (plural s'vaawa)

terminalia tree with long leaves.
b au s h e,  b au s h i,  k andar e.
Terminalia macroptera.

và d và d è adj.
smooth. mai s u mu l .

va g a t = vat.
và l á v. (past valka)

wait, expect. dak at a.
và l �d b � n. (plural val�db��n�)

kind of weevil. k w ar in daw a.
và l n á tà k á vò = cenga.
và m adv.

balanced. daidai t s ay aw ar  ab u .

k'và n á n. (plural c'vana)
1) saw - a strip of metal with 
serrated edges and a wooden 
handle. zar t o .
2) sword. t ak o b i.

ì'và n á n. (plural m'vana)
knife, for cutting meat or 
vegetables. b adag el a,  w u � a,  
al mo s a.

vá t adv.
wide (of eyes), wide-open. t u r u -
t u r u . Variant: vagat.

và tá v. (past vátkà, active noun 
s'vàtà)
say, tell, describe, explain. fa� a,  
fa� i.
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u'và tò an.
1) (having) a vision, seeing sth or 
sb strange in a dream and 
speaking with it, as if it were real 
life. fade a mal fal k i.
2) a person who does not hide 
any secrets.

và và v. (past vavka)
shrivel. y an� w ana.

k'và vè n. (plural c'vave)
leaf of grass, guinea corn or 
millet, etc. g any en daw a. See: 
k'va.

và vvà và adv.
with the ends sticking out. k w as an 
k ar an mah au k ac iy a,  y ams ai.
Variant: v'vv'v'.

v� pro.
place. w u r i.

v�+l = p��l.
v++n = v��l.
v c adv.

popping out. !il l a w ani ir i.
v f adv.

swiftly crossing in front of sb.
g il ma.

v�g t�m adv.
looking plump or dull. mai y ar  
� ib a.

v�k adv.
pulsing. k a� aw a w ani ir i.

v n pro.
it. s h i.

v n k s � [v���ks��] v. (past v�nksk�)
chase away. w ani ir in k o r a.

v+v+v+ = vavvava.
v vk � v.

be mostly husk with little grain.
s h efe,  !u nt u  y an� w ane.

vè cé adj.
chronic. na k u l l u m.

vè d s á v.
verify, confirm. h ak ik ant a,  
t ab b at a.

vé d vé d é adj.
feckless, scatterbrained. b ijib iji.

vè k à v.
lift. dag a.

vé k é e v.
fall when walking or riding an 
animal. w ani ir in fa� u w a.

vè k tá v.
dig sth up. t o na.

vè n á v. (past venka)
discipline, punish. h o r a. Variant: 
veno.

ven o = vena.
vè r �n vé adj.

wise. w ay au ,  c ai.
s 'vè r è n.

cleverness, cunning, craftiness, 
wisdom. fas ah a,  azanc i,  w ay o .

d'vé r g á n.
1) worry, anxiety. !ac in r ai.
2) curiosity, inquisitiveness, 
nosiness. � w a- � w a.

vé r mà v. (past ver�mka)
train through experience. h o r o .

vè tá v. (past vetka)
to be a habit. s ab a.

ì'vétkà n.
habit, custom. a' ada,  h al i.

d'vètámà n.
custom, habit. s ab a.

vètàsà v. (past vetaska)
be accustomed to, be in the habit 
of. s ab a.

d'vètké n.
be accustomed to doing sth. s ab a.

v�c� vt. (past v�c�k�)
tell, warn. g ay a,  fu r t a.

v�d adv.
compact, packed in, stuck. c u s h e.

v�d v�d � adv.
in the manner of a bird flapping its 
wings. faffak a.

v�g �1 n. (plural c'v�gn�)
kind of large, black scorpion.
du w u . � V# g #  i  d amr a k'c w e c  
k'r imk�. Vege is a large black scorpion.
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v�g �2 n. (plural v�gn�)
earth centipede, large and black.
s h ans h ani. See: b�g�.

v& g t& m = b�gt�m.
v�l g s � v. (past v/lgsk.)

spread out, scatter. w ar w at s e.
v�n t�v�n t� n.

restlessness. k u s u nniy a.
d'v�r ó n.

loaf (of bread). b u r o di.
k'v�r ó n. (plural c'v�ro)

pulp of gourd, calabash. k u t u t u ,  
t o t u w a.

v� s adj.
straight, usually straight up.
� o � ar .

v�s ó n. (plural s'v�so)
broom. t s int s iy a.

v.só
type of grass.
w ani ir in h ak i.

v& v& v. (past v�vk�)
= v�vo.

v� v� v� adv.
buzzing, noise 
made by flying insect. mo t s in 
� w ar o . Variant: v'v'v'.

d'v�vk � n.
bad habit that is always displayed.
ir in h al i.

v�vl ò s óo n. (plural v.vlòsóonò)
Harrier Hawk, or the Black Kite.
b u r a k o g o ,  h u r a k o g o . Milvus 
migrans.

v�vó v. (past v/vkò)
peep. l e� a. Variant: v�v�, v�vk�.

vì g �ms í v.
move. mo t s a.

vì g ì m adv.
swinging loosely, dangling.
jing im. Variant: vigimvigim.

d'víiví n.
near, close by, close up to. dau r a 
da,  k u s a da,  jing ina,  jik a da 
jik a. Variant: i'viivi.

vì l  v. (past vílk%)
faint, become dazed. s u ma.

víl k k � v.
descended, came down. g ang ar a.

vì l k s  v.
turn upside down. ju y e,  k ar k at a.

c'víl ú n.
state of being unconscious or 
knocked out. s u ma.

vì n  v. (past vínk%)
1) squeeze out. fac e,  fy at o .
2) blow nose. b u t ar i.

vín d ò n.
sling for throwing stones.
majajjaw a.

vín t� v. (past vintk�)
swing, cause to move forward and 
backwards. y i r et o .

vír k s � v. (past virksk�)
turn upside down. jir g a.

vír vír í v.
fall with speed downwards, 
smelling horrible. s ar am.

vís � v. (past visk�)
dodge away. k au  da.

vís n.
dodge aside quickly, in a flicker.
k au  c iy a. Variant: visvis.

d'víví n.
vicinity. k u s anc i.

vò pro.
you (sg.). k ai (2s ).

vò d à vi. (past vódkà)
change (self), go elsewhere, do 
sth different. s ak e.

vòdàsá vt. (past vòdáskà)
change, move (sth/sb, not self).
b addal a k au  da.

vò g à vt. (past vogka)
drive away, pursue. k o r a,  
b u r g ag a. Variant: vokka.

vò g  k ù n.
lotus tree - a tree with mysterious 
properties. w ani ir in it ac e.

vò g d à a b è n.
kind of lotus. w ani ir in it ac e.
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vóg ò n. (plural s'vogo)
nape of neck. � ey a. � N a vos k �m 
vog o. We hit the dog on the nape of its 
neck.

vò g s ín d ì n. (plural s'vògsíndì)
medicinal shrub which grows 
during the rainy season and 
produces small yellow flowers.
w ani ir in g any e.

vok k a = voga.
vò s à vt. (past vóskà)

1) hit, beat. b u g a,  � u ma,  b u g e,  
r a� a.
2) plaster. y a!a,  s h afa. See: 
c'vosa.
3) affect, have an influence on.
s h afa,  y i w a t as ir i.

c'vò s à n.
plaster. � ar a- � ar a,  y a!a.

vò s ó n. (plural s'voso)
kind of fig. w ani ir in it ac en 
!au r e.

v#d adv.
easily (of pulling out). w ani ir in 
c ir ew a.

v$d #n k $ [v��d���k��] v.
shoot and kill a small bird with a 
boy's tama rind arrow or catapult.
fy a� adda.

v$g v$g $ adj.
rumble, slack sound, low sound.
c ida,  g u nji. Variant: v'gtk'.

v#n v# n. (plural v,nv,n&)
wasp (esp. mud-dauber).
zanzar o . Sphecidae. Variant: 
b�brindu (Pani dialect).

v$,t$n í n.
inner seed of baobab nut. ir in 
� iy an k u k a na c ik in k w as fa.

v#t v. (past v'tk')
scrape, abrade, rub away with 
friction. !u l t s e,  k amt s a. Variant: 
v't'.

v,v,v, = v�v�v�.
v,vv,v, = vavvava.

vú v. (past vuuku)
turn or stir over or around. ju y a,  
mo s a ab u .

vú c adv.
suddenly (popping out), as if 
forced out all of a sudden.
k w ar am. � L �g  r uk �n w �� vuc . A 
mouse popped out of the burrow 
suddenly. Variant: vucvucu.

vù d adv.
sound of hitting sth soft (e.g. a 
pillow). r im. Variant: v'd.

vù g ù v.
uproot. t u g e,  t u m!u k e.

k'vù k cù n. (plural c'vukcu)
(a set of) bellows, a device used 
to blow air onto fire. zu g azu g i.

vù k ù 1 n. (plural s'vuku)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

vù k ù 2 n. (plural s'vuku)
bouncing motion of e.g. a donkey 
when running. t u ma.

vù k vù k id.
heart-beat, palpitating motion.
!al l i- !al l i.

vù r ú n.
a type of cereal grass. ant ay a,  
int ay a,  mak ar i,  w at a ir in ac c a.
Digitaria exilis.

vyà d à v. (past vyadanka)
knock over. fy ada.

vyà vl à a m ad.
looking absent-minded.
s h ag al al l e.
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W  -  w

w á 1 v (cop).
are.

w à 2 vt. (past waka)
buy. s ay e.

w à 3 n. (plural àkn�)
child. y ar o ,  y ar iny a.

wà $rm% n. (plural yà $r$mn%)
boy, young man, lad, whether 
married or not. y ar o .

wà kémpà n. (plural yà kémpánà)
boy, unmarried man. s au r ay i,  
mat as h i.

wà wántá n. (plural yà yántánà)
unmarried girl, daughter. y ar iny a,  
b u du r w a. � Wa w ant a he ve ke  w a 
ke mp a. A girl went to a young man.

w à - adj.
little. � an� ane.

c'w à n.
youth, youthfulness. � u r u c iy a.

k'w à n. (plural s'wa)
bin. b o l a.

w à a c' k w � & t� n. (plural 
wac'kw��tn�) = danbare.

w á a g à vt. (past wagka, active noun 
u'wàagò; c'wàagò)
sweep, gather up. s h ar e.

w à a g yò z ò n. (plural yaagyozno)
baby. jar ir i.

w à a k #r #r # n. (plural yaak'r'r'n')
= danbare.

w á a l à n. (plural s'waala)
plot of cereal grass 
(sc:Digitaria_exilis). g o nar  ac c a.

c'w á a l à n.
stalks of hungry rice. b u nu ,  
r au no n ac c a.

ù'w à a mà n.
1) aphid eggs - found near the 
honey, but making it taste sour.
2) sour beer (due to bad brewing).
t s amin g iy a.
3) kind of sour porridge which is 
drunk. t s amin r u w a.

w à a n á a mà n.
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

w à a r ú s ù n. (plural yaarusnu)
twin. t ag w ay e.

w à a tà w à a tà adv.
unsteadily, changeably, swinging 
from side to side. t ang a� i. Variant: 
watewate.

w á d v.
wrench, one quick turn around.
w al k at a.

w à d à v. (past wadka)
chip, cut off (a slice). !ag u r a.

w á d à n excl.
expression of dislike or
disapproval.

w à d á n k à [wa�da��ka�] v.
broke off much and gave out.
g aft ar a.

w à d é ed á excl.
never! expression of 
disagreement. b a h ak a b a.
Variant: wade; wad��da.

w á d k á n. (plural c'wadka)
buttocks. � u w ai,  k w at ang w al o .
Variant: k'wáná; ù'wáná; c'wáná.

w à d mà l adj.
wrinkled with age. fak e- fak e,  
g u r ay an dandi,  al a g ammana.
Variant: w�dm�l.

v 'w à g à n. (plural s'wàgà)
a parasitic plant that grows on 
trees. k au c i. Loranthus pentagona.
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w à g d á v. (past wag�dka)
1) be over-cooked. nu na da 
y aw a.
2) become rotten. r u !e.

w á g d á  w á g d á adv.
rolling from side to side, wiggling.
b u s u r - b u s u r ,  b u t u r - b u t u r .
Variant: wagdap-wagdap; 
watap-watap.

w à g d à p id.
fall with a sound. w ani ir in 
fa� u w a. Variant: watap.

w a g d a p  w a g d a p = 
wagda- wagda.

w à g w à g à id.
swaying motion of grass. w ani 
ir in mo t s i.

w á k l à 1 v. (past wak�lka)
weaken or rot completely. ar afo .

w à k l à 2 n.
good-for-nothing, useless person, 
wastrel. k ar ma.

w à k tá v. (past wáktkà)
(immediately) leave, turn back 
and go away. ju y a da b ay a. � U  
lak u nokka, au h# nt # # n me  u 
w akt ka u d oog ka. He was going to 
come but when he saw me he 
immediately turned and went back.

w à l n.
flash. w al � iy a,  ar adu . Variant: 
hyal.

w à l à v.
churn, turn sideways, (e.g. when a 
fish turns and surfaces to gasp 
air). ju y aw a w ani ir i. Variant: 
w�l�; walam; w�l�m.

w a l a m = wala.
w à l �ms á v. (past wàl$mskà)

snatch at selfishly, fight or scrap 
over sth without sharing. w as as h e.

w à l g á v. (past walgka, active noun 
c'walgo)
prepare, make (self) ready.
s h ir y a.

c'w à l g ò n.
adornment, decoration of person.
ado .

w à l w à l à adv.
with a shine. h as k aw a w ani ir i.

w á n d á n.
kind of song sung by women 
when working on the farm. w a� ar  
no ma.

c'w à n d è n.
common soup-making ingredient: 
dried chunks of fermented red 
sorrel or hemp. daddaw ar  b at s o .

w á n g r í w á n g r í [wa������ wa������] id.
walking crookedly. k al ma� ai-
k al ma� ai.

w á n í det.
a certain. w ani. From: Hausa.

w à n k á [wa�nka�] v. (active noun 
d'wànkò)
divide, share. � aw w ama,  r ab a 
t s ak a,  r ab a.

w à n k s é [wa�nkse�] v. (past wankske)
divide. r ab a.

w à n tá n. (plural yantana)
girl, female. y ar iny a.

c'w à n tá n.
beauty (the abstract concept).
k y au .

w á p 1

sth inserted at once. s h ig ew a 
w ani ir i. Variant: w�p.

w à p 2 id.
1) sound made by a wet wall 
falling on sth or sb. s h afa. Variant: 
w�p; w�p.
2) dirt. b u t s u t s u ,  dat t i. Variant: 
watap.

w à r k 5 n. (plural ya ákna)
child. y ar o .

w à r w à r à n. (plural s'warwara)
spondias; a tree with plum-like 
fruit. dany a,  l u dde,  k u ' e,  nu nu .
Sclerocarya birrea.

d'wàrwàrà n. (plural c'warwara)
fruit of spondias tree. l u dde.
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w à s id.
crack - sound of sth breaking.
� ar ar  t s ag ew a.

w a s e n. (plural wasene) = lege.
w à s k k á vi.

become scattered. w at s e.
w á s s è v. (past wásskè)

care for, be concerned about.
k u l a.

w à s w à s à id.
oozing out. nas o . Variant: 
w�sw�s�; u'w�sw�s�.

w a ta p = wagdap.
w a ta p  w a ta p = wagda- wagda.
w á t r s k à v.

mix up, reshuffle. h au s u na,  
g au r ay a.

w à t�r w à tr ò adj.
not well mixed, not easy to mix.

w a tew a te = watawata.
w �u id.

'woof' - sound made by dog.
h au s h i.

w �u conj.
if (conditional). idan.

w �u n adv.
slowly opening wide. b u � ew a.

w à v c' r 7s � n.
illegitimate child. g ir ipt u .

w à z à l adv.
broken and in pieces. k au � a,  
b al g ac e. Variant: wazgal.

w à z �r w à z r ò = gàz%rgàzrò.
w a z g a l = wazal.
w á z g k à v.

disperse, shatter. w at s a,  b aje,  
fas a,  far fas h e.

w  pro.
1) he, she, it. y a,  t a,  y a.
2) spouse. miji,  mat a.

w  v. (past uku)
die. mu t u .

à'w$ n.
death. mu t u w a.

d'w$ n. (plural c'w�)
corpse, dead body. g aw a.

w$ n. (plural s'w�)
second mourning ceremony, one 
year after sb's death. mak o k i.

án w$ n.
mourners (lit. people of death).
mas u  mak o k i.

d'w � n. (plural c'w�)
hole, pit. r ami.

w �+g s ì v. (past w$�gskì, active noun 
u'w��gsi)
finish dying. s h u r e- s h u r e 
mu t u w a.

w  +g s t� v. (past w��gski)
deaden, take away force, dull.
k u s a t s ay aw a.

w  +k � v. (past w��kk�, active noun 
u'w��ku)
leak. y o y o .

w  +k � v. (past w$�kk%, active noun 
c'w$�kù)
leak. y ay y o ,  t ar ar a � ig a.

W�+k íb $ n.
kind of mysterious hole found in 
Senchi valley. r amin k ib o .

w  +r � v. (past w$�rk%, active noun 
ù'w$�rú)
come off thread (e.g. of beads).
zar e.

w ++w +w + = wii.
w  l  mk � v.

disintegrate, disappear gradually.
w ar w at s e.

w �l k  v. (past w�lkk�)
look up.

w �l k �-d ' h w é n n. (plural 
w%lk%-d'hwénnè)
smallest kind of scorpion.
� ar amin k u nama. � Cot s  
w �lk�-d 'hw e n z at t a m's �n hw # d i  d a.
The sting of the little scorpion is not 
very painful.

w �l w �l � id.
squirming, twisting, writhing.
w at s al niy a,  mu s u niy a.
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v 'w �m� n. (plural s'w�m�)
land that has not yet been 
weeded this year.

w +n k +l = w�nk�l.
w  n k  l w  n k  l [w���k��lw���k��l] id.

1) going hither and thither, with no 
direction. jal ainiy a.
2) slinking along. l a!e- l a!e,  
!u nt u r e.

w  p 1 n.
waft of intense smell. g u mu zu n 
w ar i.

w �p 2

1) = wap2.
2) flickering of bush lamp. w ani 
ir in fa� u w a.

w +r g w en ta = gwergwenta.
w  r ì n.

my husband. miji na.
w  r ù n.

her husband. mijint a.
k'w  r w  n. (plural c'w�rw�)

a vegetable that looks like a 
potato, and comes out during the 
first rains.

w  tw  t 1 adj.
the only one of a kind, lonely.
k a� ait a.

w �tw �t�2 id.
alone, on one's own. k a� ai.

k'w è cé n. (plural c'wece)
(rain) cloud. g il g ije.

w é ck à v. (past wecc�kka)
grasp at, grab.

w é emà n. (plural weemna)
female goat, she-goat. ak w iy a.

w é en à n.
fishing, esp. during dry season.
k amu n k ifi.

w è g á vt.
point out. nu na. See: s'wegá.

d'w é n n. (plural c'wen)
nose. h anc i.

k'w è n n. (plural c'wen)
stalk (esp cornstalk). k ar a.

w è n cè  w è n cè id.
restlessness; the movement of 
worms in rotten carcass. Variant: 
winci-winci.

w è r á vi. (past weraka)
gather, come together. h a� u w a 
w ani ir i.

d'wera See: mera. = d'mera.
w è r à n s á v. (past weranska)

gather together in one place. h a� a 
w u r i day a.

ù'w è r é n.
1) flood, over-flowing of a river.
h a� ami,  c ik an g u l b i.
2) flotsam and jetsam, rubbish on 
river. b u t ac i,  t u k an g u l b i.

v 'w eya n.
wire. w ay a. From: English.

w é yà w é yà n. (plural weyaweyana)
Purple Glossy Starling, similar in 
appearance to a Drongo. w ani 
ir in t s u nt s u . Lamprocolius 
purpureus.

w � n. (plural s'w�)
year. s h ek ar a.

w. d.ùné adv.
previous, last year. b ar a. See: 
honune.

c'w �b � n.
bluff, bluster. b u r g a.

d'w �ck � n. (plural c'w�ck�)
wild custard apple fruit. g w andar  
daw a. Annona senegalensis. See: 
l�nd�.

w �d  n  tá u n. (plural w�ds�n tau)
bow string. t s ar k iy an b ak a.
Variant: w.d/.

k'w �d � n. (plural c'w�d�)
skin, hide, leather. � ir g i,  fat a.

ù'w �d � n. (plural c'w�d�)
body. jik i.

w �d � = w.d$n táú.
w & d m& l 1 = wadmal.
w �d m�l 2 v.

shrivel. t amo ji.
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w �d w �d  n á d ú u t n.
must, compelled, required. do l e.

w �d w �d � adv.
1) with quick, short steps.
2) necessary, must, required, the 
sound of quick running steps of 
forced action. t il as .

w � d w �d � & excl.
what can I do? (a pause for 
thought). o  o  ni.

w �& n. (plural s'w��)
year. s h ek ar a.

w �&  w � n.
kind of thatching grass. jan b au je,  
� u s a,  b u t u k u .

w � & k � v. (past w��kk�)
mix up. g au r ay a.

w � & k s � v. (past w��ksk�)
1) interrupt. k at s e.
2) hinder, prevent. k at s e.

w & & r d +k u n. (plural s'w��rd�ku)
wild hemp, undershrub.
r amaniy a.

k'w �& r � n. (plural c'w��r�)
sorrel stalk. y ak u w a.

w.�r. n.
sorrel seed. ' y a' y an y ak u w a.

w �& w � n. (plural c'w��w�)
kind of grass. w ani ir in h ak i.

w �g  l k � v. (active noun c'w�glo)
mix into paste. k w a!a.

w �k d � v. (past w�k�dk�, active noun 
u'w�kdo)
1) chisel. y i amfani da c is u r ,  
ma� an� ar in.
2) drill. � w a� u l e,  y i r ami,  !ag u r e.

w � k � d  w � k � d id.
sound made by mice eating or 
scratching something dry.

w & l & = wala.
w & l & m = wala.
w �mw �m� id.

full of oil and nice to eat. an 
s u l al a mai.

w � n � n. (plural w�nn�)
drummer. mak a� i.

w � n k � l [w���k��l] adv.
somebody thin and frail falling 
down (needing support to stay 
upright). w ani ir in fa� u w a.
Variant: w�nk�l.

w � n w �r � n. (plural w�nw�rn�)
special edible mushroom.
b u r ar jak i. See: cukna.

w & p = wap2.
w � r  mk � v.

turn out differently from what was 
hoped. � ar e b a k ai.

w �r � n. (plural s'w�r�)
kind of leaf. w ani ir in g any e.

w �r g � n. (plural n/a)
kind of bird. w ani ir in t s u nt s u .

w � r w � r � id.
far up in the sky. c an c an s ama.

m 'w �s � n.
strength, power. � ar fi.

w & s w & s & = waswasa. Variant: 
u'w�sw�s�.

w � t id.
suddenly stopping (of noise). c it ,  
g it ,  s h iu ,  k as ir it . Variant: cw�t; 
t�k.

w � tr í w � tr í n.
petty worries of life. c ir iniy a.

w � z w � z � adj.
in very small pieces. g u nt u -
g u nt u ,  � anana- � anana.

w ícící id.
in great numbers. c u nk u s .

w ì d ì
c'wìdì n.

buttocks. g indi,  � u w aw u . Variant: 
v'widi; k'widi; s'widi.

d'wìdì n.
lower part of sth, bottom, base.
g indin k o  k as an ab u .

w ì g r ì  w ì g r ì adv.
walking on the ground like a dove.
w at a ir in t afiy a.
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w íi excl.
cry expressing surprise. w at a ir in 
k u w w a. Variant: wiiwiwi; 
wiwiwii; w��w�w�; w��w�w�i.

w iimi n. (plural s'wiimi)
the tree Eugenia Owariensis.
mal mo .

c'w ín n.
excrement. ar t ai,  k as h i,  najas a.

w ín  p � & t� n.
very strong glass-like stone.
mar mar a. � Win p # # t #  i  t aar  �m 
w # s n# . These are very strong stones.

w in ci-w in ci = wence-wence.
w ín d  adv.

alone. k a� ait a.
d'w ín d k � n.

loneliness. k a� ait a.
d'w in d , n.

window. t ag a,  w u ndo . From: 
English.

w íp id.
flickered away, moved swiftly.
w au r i w ani ir i.

Y  -  y

m 'yá n.
sharpness. k aifi. Variant: m'ryaifi.

d'yà n. (plural c'ya)
vagina. far ji,  !ak w at o ,  du r i.

yà 1 pro.
which. w anda (m),  w adda (f),  
w a� anda (pl ).

yà 2 vt.
eat. c i. See: rya; k'ya.

yà a  d #k n $ n.
g'lm' age group. t s ar a.

yà a d à a tó n.
unmarried young man or woman 
of marriageable age. b u du r w a k o  
s au r ay i.

v 'ya a d i n.
yard. y adi. From: English.

yá a g �myá n. (plural yaag�myaana)
kind of insect. afu r g u ma.

yà a g có n.
kind of snake. w ani ir in s ag o .

ì'yà a g có n. (plural m'yaagco)
large calabash for serving mush 
food. � w ar y an s a t u w o  ma daidai 
c i.

k'yà a g ò n. (plural c'yaago)
crop or gizzard of chicken. � u ndu ,  
b ar o r o . Variant: k'ryàagò.

yá a g s à v.
pretend to do sth, tease. l al l as h i 
w ani ir i.

c'yà a k ò n.
food, a meal. ab inc i,  a� � a' ami.
Variant: c'ryaako.

m 'yà a m n.
offering, act of offering sth to sb.
dang o l i,  g al u l u .

v 'yà a n à n. (plural yaana)
pip (e.g. of lemon or orange).

yà a n  n  k ù b ù n.
baobab seed. g u nt s u .

yà a n  n  n à a g ò n.
testicles. � w al at ai.

yá a r à v.
spread out, stand apart. b aza.

d'yà a s à ad.
untucked. s ak o - s ak o . Variant: 
fyaataa.

yá a tk à v.
go your own way (separate from 
the crowd).

yà a ù adv.
in a dense mass. da!a!a.

yà a w ín d  n. (plural yaawind�n�)
kind of small rodent. t s er e 
maig o na.

yá b k k � v. (active noun s'yàbkò)
lightning. w ai� a.
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v'yàbkò n. (plural s'yabko)
a flash of lightning. w al � iy a. See: 
s''b'.

yá b k s k è v.
sprain or twist. g u r � e.

d'yábksè n.
sprain. t ar g a� e.

ya ccè v.
acknowledge, accept. aminc e.

yà d ú d ú n. (plural c'yadudu)
wild custard apple. g w andar  daji.

yà d yà d à id.
spurting out.

yà g à v.
relax, be relaxed. Variant: yagte.

yá g s k à v.
dilute. t s ar ma.

yà g s s á v.
loosen, slacken. s as s au t a.

ya g te = yaga.
yá g yá g á id.

loosely. s ak o - s ak o ,  l a!o - l a!o .
ù'yà h ò n.

kind of sandstone.
yà k à k à adj.

protruding (esp. teeth).
k ac ak au r a,  g any au - g any au ,  
g ay au .

yà k �ms é v.
chew. t ant au na.

yá k k á adv.
with best effort. w at a ir in fama.
Variant: yakka-s'wadi.

yà k r è  yà k r è adv.
walking crookedly. w at a ir in 
t afiy a.

yà k s à  yà k s à adv.
walking with difficulty, feeling the 
weight of your body. w at a ir in 
t afiy a.

yà k tá v.
make a start of running or 
dancing. g ir g iza,  mo t za.

yà k yà k à id.
glittering. � w al k y al i. See: yalyala.

v 'yá l  n  +m n. (plural s'yal n��m�)
kind of twining herb. w as u  ir in 
t s ir e- t s ir e.

v 'yá l à n. (plural yala)
bean. w ak e.

yà l yà l à id.
glossy, shiny. s h e� i w al k iy a. See: 
yakyaka.

ù'yá má n. (plural s'yama)
jaw, side of face. mu � amu � i.

yà mà mà adv.
broad. fas k i.

yà mb à s adv.
abundantly, in abundance.
h amama.

ù'yà mb á s à n.
better off, rich. mai is a.

v 'yà mp r à n.
millet. maiw a.

d'yá n [�$d’ja��] n.
1) light, shining. h as k e. � Hw e la 
e mka d 'y an mi  nu'bu. The fire has lit 
up the compound.
2) world. du niy a. � Yand  h�n� d �n 
t aas  c i nna kw e . This world will pass 
away along with us all.

v 'yà n à n. (plural plant)
seed. ir i.

m 'yá n g á [��mja���a�] n.
stalks. k ar ar e.

ù'yà n g á [u�ja���a�] n.
badly made beer. b u r k u t u .

yà n g  vn ì h w é n [ja�����vn��hwe�n] n.
dry season. r ani.

yá n g k à [ja���ka�] v.
become lost. !at a.

s 'yà n g ò [s’ja���o�] v.
stray. !at a,  y i mak u w a. � C e l �n 
s 'y ang o, kw e s a c o l# vk nu'g abo. We 
are straying; show us the way to follow.

yá n g ò r k ó [ja���o��ko�] n.
kind of sorghum. w at a ir in daw a.

yá n g s k è [ja���ske�] vt.
have lost. k al adam !at ar  da.
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d'yá n k á [��d’ja��ka�] n.
small head tie. k al l ab i,  � ank w al i,  
adik o .

yà n tá n p  n n ì n.
1) drizzle, wet autumn mist.
� a� a� a,  y ay y afi,  � as as h i.
2) kind of mushroom.

ù'yá o n.
eating. c in ab inc i.

yá p id.
snapping movement/noise made 
by dog's mouth shutting. c izg a.

yà p �r k n é e adj.
rough, not smooth.

yá s adj.
e.g. dog's lips pulled open leaving 
the front upper and lower teeth 
open. b u � e h a� o r a. Variant: hyas
(Ribah).

yà tà s á v.
make wide or broad. fa� a� a.

yà tà tà adj.
with wide mouth, spreading, 
fanned out, broadened out.
fafu ng a,  fank ank an,  fas k i,  
fank ami.

yá t mk à v.
become larger (esp. by breaking 
the edges of a hole into pieces), 
spread. g u mfar e,  fafa,  fafak e,  
w ag e.

s 'yá tk à v.
be no longer a secret.
y al w at ac c e,  y a du .

m 'yá tr á n.
(small) pieces, crumbs, fragments 
of sth. !al g azu ,  !ar !as h i,  
!ar a!u s ai.

yá u  d ' k ò b à n.
suffering. s h an w u y a,  h ag u g u w a,  
jig at a.

yà w á g é adv.
although, even though, on 
occasions (at times expressing 
concern). damu w a.

yà z à z à id.
sticking out, protruding teeth.
c ak au r a,  g ar andiy a. See: y�z�z�
(similar).

y 1 v. (past yiik�)
go, command to leave. mu  t afi,  
u mu r mni. Variant: ry�, ryiik�.

y�2 v. (past yiik�)
1) sink. nu t s e,  du l mu y a.
2) return home. daw o  g ida.

k'y�+ n. (plural c'y��)
fishing net. h o ma.

y +b � v.
mingle, try to associate deeply 
with sb. ma' amal a,  s h ig e w a 
mu t u m,  zama da mu t u m.

y�+k í y�+k í ad.
clumsy, lacking even average 
intelligence. da� i� i,  w aw anc i.

à'y�+k ù n.
act without intelligence, be 
incredibly stupid. w aw anc i.

y�+ms  vt.
soak in water. s ak a c ik in r u w a.

y�+n adv.
stagger. fy u ,  h amu � i. Variant: 
y�ntaa.

y +p � v.
wrap, throw cloth over shoulder 
and around the body. y afa.

k'y%�p% n. (plural c'y��p�)
covering cloth. may afi.

y�+r  y +r n ì n.
kind of thrill that one experiences 
while on a swing.

y +r ù num.
eight, 8. t ak w as .

k'y�+tá y� n.
feeling of faintness. mai 
g y ang y a� i,  g y ang y ar e.

ù'y�+t�1 n.
time between sunset and 
midnight. h u t t u r u .

ù'y�+t�2 n.
dusk, before dark. al mu r u ,  
mar aic e.
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ì'y +tk � n.
dusk, twilight. al mu r u .

y�b y�b à n.
earliest dawn. du ng u - du ng u .

y g  mk � v.
crush. r u g u r g u je,  mar mas a.

y�g �s  v.
melt. nar k ad da.

y+g y+g + = m�gm�g�.
y k  y k id.

nodding from tiredness.
g y ang y a� a.

y�k �k � id.
heavily, emphasizing weight.
k ar i� i� i.

y�k  l k � v.
get out of hand, out of control; 
become insubordinate. k ang ar a.

y�m�m� id.
movement of sth large through 
water. b an� w al � w al ,  � o k ar in 
� o k o k o ,  k ar i!i� i.

y�mp à a v.
float. s aman r u w a.

v 'y�n n. (plural s'y�n)
storm. h adar i.

k'y�n � n. (plural c'y�n�)
mud-made bed. g ado n � as a.

y n g à  y n g à [j����a� j����a�] adv.
1) drunken stagger. t ang a� i.
2) toiling away at sth. dau t u .

y n g k � [j����k��] v.
brandish; raise hand or stick in 
readiness to hit. � ag a h annu .

y+n ta a = y��n.
y�p  vk � v.

relapse, resume, return. t as h i.
y t id.

in one go, immediately. g u nt u m 
ab u .

y�z �z � adv.
with the ends pointing in every 
direction, describing the carrying 
of a load. k a y an g a b as u  dau  
r u b a.

y� pro.
what. me.

y� d d � vt.
relinquish, leave sth for sb. y afe.

y� n pro (question).
what have you in common with...?
mig .

ù'yò b ó n. (plural c'yobo)
share, part, piece. r ab o .

yò g ò n. (plural yogno)
guinea fowl. zab o .

yò k n á v.
cling. � afe,  l an� al e.

à'yò mk ò n.
1) work, activity, job. ab in da ak a 
aik at aw a,  aik i,  s ana' a.
2) chore, duty. aik i.

c'yòmkò
deed, act, special service (e.g. 
introductory farming work by the 
golmo group). aik at aiy a.

rí nà'yòmkò
(tool). See: ri.

yón 1 n. (plural s'yon)
charcoal. g aw ay i.

yón 2 n. (plural m'yon)
milk. madar a.

yò n 3 n. (plural c'yon)
womb, afterbirth, umbilical cord.
mah aifa,  mab iy i.

d'yò n n.
miserliness. r o w a.

yón d é n.
miser. mar o w ac i.

v 'yón g à [��vjo���a�] n. (plural s'yonga)
hard part of a stalk surrounding 
the pulp. k ar t ajiy a,  t s ir g ag iy a.
Variant: v'ronga.

yò n g  d  n ù cón [jo�����d nu�t�o�n] n.
ear lobe. l e!at u .

yón g yón g ó [jo���jo���o�] adv.
confusedly. c ir ma- c ir ma,  
far ang ait u .
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yò n k  n m�n k � n. (plural 
yonc�nm�nk�)
cobweb-like substance whose 
appearance marks the end of the 
rainy season. al aw ar  k ar in 
r u w an s ama na damana.

s 'yóod ò n.
kind of grass used for brooms.
w at a ir in t s int s iy a.

yò oms ò v.
put whole piece of food into 
mouth. l a� u me. Variant: yooso.

c'yò on ò n.
centenarian. mu t u m w anda y a 
w u c e 100 y r s .

ù'yò or ó n. (plural c'yòoró)
algae - green slime on water.
dans ak u k a,  al g as h i,  � amb a,  
g ans ak u k a.

yò or ó adj.
blue, green etc. used to refer to 
many colours except red, white 
and black. s h u � i,  k o r e.

yòoró-c'vá adj.
leaf green, to specify green rather 
than blue. k o r e,  t s anw a,  � any e.

yoos o = yoomso.
y$ excl.

'yes' - in answer to call (men).
na' am. See: uu. Variant: y'u; yu.

y$b ó n.
laziness, lethargy. � y u y a,  amaja.

y$b y#b ó adv.
doubtfully, hesitant to act. k iw u y a.

y$d $ v.
clip, cut off. y ank a,  k at s e.

y$d $d $ adv.
profusely (of sprouting). b at s at s a.

k'y#g d # n. (plural c'y'gd')
kind of bead. w ani ir in jig ida.

y$g d $ adj.
ugly. mu ni. Variant: y'gd'p.

y$g ò n.
Pied Crow. h ank ak a. Corvus albus.

y$g $m adj.
having a plump or fat face.
s u nt u m. Variant: r'g'm.

k'y$g $mb í n. (plural c'y'g'mbi)
old-fashioned bead of wood or 
seed. k ar amb a.

k'y$g $,b í n. (plural c'y'g''bi)
kind of beads which women used 
to wear. al adig o .

y$g $,m id.
plump, with fat cheeks.

y$in adj.
dirty.

k'y$,mò n. (plural c'y''mo)
unbaked pot. � ama� any e.

y$,y# n.
Harmattan. h u nt u r u .

s 'y$p ó n.
trading, burying or selling.
c inik k ai.

y$r ó n.
kind of fish with red tail. w ani ir in 
k ifi.

ù'y$r ó n.
condition of good health. b a 
h a� ar i,  mai l afiy a.

y$r $m adj.
emerald-green. k w ar r a.

y$t$ v.
take a small amount of sth.
k w ant al e.

y,u = y'.
y$z $z $ adv.

(of sores) angry, red. g y amb o  mai 
t s ananin c iw o .

yu = y'.
à'yù n.

length. t s aw o .
k'yù n. (plural c'yu)

smut-fungus (which affects guinea 
corn). b u r t u nt u na.

yù b ù n. (plural s'yubu)
abdomen. c ik i.

yù d ú n.
kind of tuberous black fruit or 
grass of the tigernut family.

yú d ú d ú adv.
protruding in large numbers.
t u r o w a. Variant: yuud.
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yù g ù n. (plural yugnu)
(crested) porcupine. b eg w a.
Hystrix cristata.

yu mk u n. (plural s'yumku) = rumku.
yu u d = yududu.

yú yú yú yú yù u
sound of a lullaby. w a� ar  s a jar ir i 
k w ana.

Z   -  z

z á 1 part.
it's not.

z á 2 adj.
scarlet, deep red. jaw a,  ja.
Variant: zau; zazzaza.

z à 3 v.
sweep away. s h ar e.

z a a g a = zaga.
v 'z à a g có n. (plural s'zaagco)

rake, forked stick used as a rake, 
winnowing fork for clearing dirty 
places. manjag ar a,  may ay i,  
dir k a.

z à a ms k à v.
come by sth valuable 
unexpectedly. c int u w a.

m 'z à b á n.
broth, soup in which meat has 
been boiled. r o mo ,  dab g e.

z à b à v.
dip. s a l au ma a miy a.

k'z à b à n. (plural c'zaba)
groundnut stalk. g indin g y a� a.

z á b � v.
'it was not'. da.

z á d á v.
be absent, not be, 'there is not'.
b ab u . Variant: ada.

z a d e = ade.
z á g á 1 n. (plural c'zaga)

canine tooth. fi� a.
z à g à 2 v. (active noun c'zàgà) Variant: 

zaaga.
1) pick up weeds or stalks to clear 
the ground for planting. s as s ab e.
2) wake up or get up. far k a,  t as h i.
3) pick sb up (esp. when they are 
sick).

ì'z à g é n.
sourness or sharpness of taste, 
having a taste of fermentation.
t s ami.

ù'z à g mò n.
row of cut corn laid out for cutting 
off heads. jeni,  s ank ac e.

d'z à g ó n. (plural c'zago)
small, short broom used for 
driving off flies. � ar amar  t s int s iy a.

z à g z à g à adj.
trembling. mak y ar k y at a. Variant: 
z�gz�g�; zigzigi; gazgaza.

z à g z á g é n. (plural s'zagzage)
kind of tree. t aw at s a. Entada 
abyssinica; E. africana.

z à k à v.
1) grasp at sth. � w ac e.
2) take a small amount of sth. � ib a 
k adan. Variant: z�k�1.

z à má n è n. (plural s'zamane)
a particular period of time (its 
people and their customs).
zamani. From: Hausa.

z à ms à n.
widow who does not remarry.
w at a ir in b azaw ar a.

c'zàmsà an.
act of remaining unmarried after 
being widowed.

z à mtà n.
kind of guinea corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.
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c'z á n n.
fodder. h ar aw a.

m 'z à n à n.
morning. s afe.

zàn$m-h&'mné n.
late morning. da s au r an s afiy a.

z à n á w á n. (plural s'zanawa)
kind of shrub. w as u  ir in t s ir e-
t s ir e.

z à n  m n à cú adv.
on the fourth day ahead. c it t a.

z à n �m n é n.
day-after-tomorrow. jib i.

z à n g á i [za���a�i] n. (plural zangaine)
Martial Eagle, bird of prey with a 
pronounced crest. w ani ir in 
t s u nt s u . Polemaetus bellicosus.
Variant: z�k�2.

z á n g á n é [za���a�ne�] n.
pepper. b ar k o no .

ù'z á n g è [u�za���e�] n.
bed made of mud. g ado .

z à n g k í [z����k��] n. (plural zangkni)
mad person. b al k w at o ji.

z à n g z à n g ò [za���za���o�] adv.
taste of nothing special. r as h in 
� an� ano .

z á n k à [za�nka�] v.
be dawn or morning. s afiy a t a y i.

z á n s k è v.
it is morning. w ay ew ar  g ar i.

m 'z à n tá a n.
clear morning. w ay e.

z á p id.
firm, hard, serious, unsmiling.
midir .

s 'z à p à n.
trembling. k ar - k ar - k ar .

z à p k k á v.
flinch – move swiftly away.
zab u r a. � � m l# vk ob�l t w e r , m 
z ap kka. I stepped on a snake's tail and 
flinched.

u'z a p s k a = d'gudgu.
z a p z a p a 1 = l�gl�g�.

z à p z à p à 2 adj.
1) fearful, looking hither and 
thither. fat u t u k a,  mar mar w a.
2) trembling. !ar !ar w a.

c'z à r à n.
1) small portions of meat 
distributed to neighbours. l ang e.
2) fee given to a skinner. b ak in 
t u mb i.

z á td á v.
have not, not possess. b anda.

z a u = za.
v 'z á u n. (plural s'zau)

iron band or pointed ferrule at end 
of spear shaft. daddag a.

z á w à n.
kind of guinea corn. w at a ir in 
daw a.

v 'z á z á z á n.
hold grudge against sb. s h ama 
w ani k ai.

z á z k à v. (active noun ù'zàzó)
1) fade. k o � e,  c ima,  k o � ew a,  
du s h e.
2) ferment. r u !a.

z a z z a z a = za.
z  +d id.

nude, (standing) naked. t s ay u w a 
b a k o mai s ay e g a jik i.

z �+d z �+d id.
vibration or shaking of chest or 
breasts when in motion. mo t s in 
mama idan ana t afiy a.

z  +g � v. (past z��gk�, active noun 
u'z��gu)
clear up, rake (an area). y ay ew a,  
s h ar e.

z �b g  v. (past z�bgk�, active noun 
u'z�bgu)
dip, put hand into soup causing it 
to be spoiled. t s o ma.

ù'z �d � n.
'two seeds of play draughts held 
only in the player's hand'. ' y a' y an 
dar a 2 a h annu .
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z �g  d k � vi.
recover from illness, fainting or 
poverty. far fa� o .

z �g ì s í v.
hurry, be quick, buck up, mind 
what one is doing. h anzar t a.

z  g l  n. (plural s'z�gl�)
horseradish. zo g al e. Variant: 
zw�gr�.

z  g r  n. (plural s'z�gr�)
kind of tree. w ani ir in it ac e.

k'z �g t n. (plural c'z�gt�)
bunch (e.g. of fruit). du nje,  
dins h e.

m 'z +i vn.
pity. t au s ay i.

s 'z  k í n.
enthusiasm, gladness. mu r na.

m 'z �m� n.
smell. amb o .

z  mb �r num. (plural s'z�mb�r)
1,000 (one thousand). zamb ar .
From: Hausa.

z  mk � v.
be rotten and smelly. y ay i do y i.

d'z �n n.
glow. h as k en w u t a.

z%n%sk% [z��n��sk��; z��n��sk��] v.
light up, brighten, glow, emit 
brightness without a flame.
h as k en zafi.

ì'z  n g  [��z������] n. (plural m'z�ng�)
musical rattle, gourd filled with 
stones for rattling, played by older 
women. k ac au - k ac au ,  c ak i.

z �n g  [z������] v. (past z�ngk�)
1) rebel (against). b o r e.
2) be vicious. ab o r e.

z  n g r �m [z�������m] adj.
clear, cleared away. t as .

z �n g t v. (active noun c'z$ngt%)
excite. � ay at ar ,  b a w . s h a' aw a.

z �n g ú [z����u�] num. (plural s'z�ngu)
100 (one hundred). zang u ,  � ar i.
Variant: v'z$ngù. From: Hausa.

c'z  n tk  an.
rejoice, be glad, happy, animated 
or lively. mu r na,  mu r nac e-
mu r nac e.

c'z  r ì n.
(sound of) drumming. amo n 
g ang u na.

z  r ì n. (plural s'z�ri)
circular iron gong. g w ar jen s h el a.

v 'z �t� n. (plural s'z�t�)
branch. r es h e.

z *u n. (plural s'z�u)
vegetable, medicinal shrub. w as u  
ir in t s ir e- t s ir e,  � a� � o y ar  k ar e.
Variant: j�u.

z  z g ì adj.
unbefitting dress, scruffy. s a r ig a 
w ani ir i.

z é v.
say, think, intend. c e,  fa� a.

z è g á v. (past zegka)
get set or ready to act. s h ir y a,  y i 
s h ir i.

k'z è g à n. (plural c'zega)
bed. w ani ir in g ado .
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m 'z é i = m'z�i.
z è mn á n.

insect which is reddish in colour.
w ani ir in � w ar o . Variant: bature.

d'z è mn á n. (plural c'zemna)
cap, usu. red or brownish in 
colour. dar a. Variant: d'pogla.

m 'z è ms n á n.
beer which is still being brewed 
but not ready for drinking.
b u r k u t u  dab ai ni nab a k u t u n.

z é n g à [ze���a�] v.
raise up. t as h i s ama.

z é n g á m [ze���a�m] adv.
up high. c an b is a.

s 'z � n.
feeling of disgust, fastidiousness 
or fussiness. � y ama.

z �b � v.
start. far a aik at aw a.

z � b � l adv.
manner of walking with a painful 
leg. t ang al . Variant: z�b�t; z'b't.

z & b & t = z�b�l.
z �b ò o adv.

poised to act. b iy e da l amar i.
z �& v.

dodge aside, move out of the way.
k au c e,  jany e.

z � & d adv.
standing out shamelessly. t s ay e 
t al .

c'z � g ó n.
name of a game played with split 
cornstalks in pairs - one wins a 
point depending on how the 
cornstalks fall. c ac a w ani ir i.

z & g z & g & = zagzaga.
m 'z � i n.

kindness, mercy. afu w a,  t au s ay i.
Variant: m'zei.

z � k  z � k adv.
stealthily. t ak aw a k amar  t s anda.

z & k & 1 = zaka.
z & k & 2 = zangai.

z � k r �1 adv.
1) (walk) with care.
2) (walk) silently to avoid notice.
t s anda.

z �k r �2 n.
respectful form of address 
between contemporaries. s iffa,  
k ama,  amal i.

z �k t� v.
sieve (usu. flour). t ank a� e.

z �l � v.
display - for everyone to see.
� ag a.

z �m� n. (plural s'z�m�)
clove or meni oil tree. k u jeme,  
k anu mfu r i,  k ade,  mijin 
k a� any a. Eugenea caryophyllus; 
Lophira alata.

z �mg té n. (active noun s'z�mgte)
fondle. l al l as a.

z � mk � m' g ì l � n.
swearing by a cult. r ant s u w a da 
mag ir o .

z �mz �m� adv.
jog. g u du .

z �n d �l adv.
raised up. dag e ab u  s ama.

z �n k r �m [z���k���m] ad.
disrespectfully. � er er e,  ze� e� e.

z � r k � v.
mix, stir up. zak u � a,  jir k ic e.

z �s � v. (active noun m'z�s�)
hide. !o y e. � 6 m ki nd i  nlu �v hav 
�v z # s # . Take this money and hide it.

z �s k � v.
pour one thing into another. ju y e.

z � tk ò v.
run down into hole (e.g., of loose 
soil). zu r ar a.

ì'z íb k � adv.
perchance. s a' a,  k addar a.

z íb tí adj.
occasional, chance. nal o k ac i.

z íb tk ì v.
happen by chance. g amo  k at ar .
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k'z ì g d á n. (plural c'zigda)
waist band, 'woman's hip-girdle'.
jig ida.

z íg d ì p adv.
1) appropriate, just right. mai 
dac ew a,  � o s ,  jig ib .
2) (stand) firm, firmly unmoved.
t u nk u r .

z ig z ig i = zagzaga.
z ì ik  mz ì adj.

most respected. b ab b an amal i.
z ik t+ (past ziktk�) = sikt�.
z ì l � vt. (active noun s'zilu)

sew. � ink i.
z ìm id.

(hit) with all one's strength.
z ìmín á n. (plural ziminana)

ostrich. jimina. Struthio camelus.
z ì n n.

kind of valley, gorge or narrow 
pass between hills. k w azazzab o ,  
k w ar i,  k u fa� a. Variant: zwin.

z ín g � v. (past zíngk%)
tighten, become tight or held fast.
t ank e. � � m g ag k o a'koma a 
z i ng k�. I tied his hand and it has 
tightened.

z ì n g # [z������] n. (plural zing'n')
kind of small bird with long tail.
w ani ir in t s u nt s u .

z ín g s k ì [z����sk��] v.
tie firmly, secure. t s ant s an.

z ì n k d í [z���kd��] v.
hold fast to, stick to. ma� e.

m 'z ì n k í [�$m’z�$�k�%] v.
delay. jink ir i.

z ín z ín yá n. (plural s'zinzinya)
cock's eye; a twining plant which 
produces round red seeds with a 
central black spot. ido n zak ar a.
Erythrina senegalensis; Abrus 
precatorius.

z íp adv.
tight, squeezed hard. mat s ew a.

z ì p �r mà n. (plural zip�rmana)
kind of kite. g ag g afa.

k'z ír g í n. (plural c'zirgi)
canoe, boat, aeroplane, train or 
any other large vehicle. jir g i. � N a 
p as t ka m k'g e n �n k'z i r g i . I was taken 
across the river in a canoe. From: 
Hausa.

z ì r í à và n. (plural ziri avna)
African little grebe, a freshwater 
diving bird with lobed toes. k azar  
r u w a. Podicipedidae.

m 'z ì s  n.
length, height. t s aw o ,  t s ay i,  do g o .
Variant: v'zis�.

z ì s  s � v.
lengthen. � ar a t s aw o n s a.

ì'z ì s s í v. (past zisk�)
be long. da t s aw o .

k'z ì tì n. (plural s'ziti) = k'dutu.
z ì tì k ò n.

a kind of spinach used for making 
soup. w ani ir in al ay y ah o .
Amaranthus caudatus.

z íz g � v. (past zizgk�, active noun 
u'zizgu)
shake. g ar g ada,  g ir g iza.

z ì z ì z ì id.
shaking the body as animals do to 
shake off the dust.

z ób s s à v.
move or shake. mo t s a.

z ò g à vt. (active noun ù'zògá)
pack, move loads from one place 
to another. jida,  k w as a w ani ir i.

z ò g á s k à v.
lift, take off fire sth (e.g. a pot) that 
is being heated, cooked or 
roasted. s au k ar  w a,  s au k ad da,  
s h i� ad da. See: citk�.

z ò g ó n.
method of catching fish. du b ar an 
k amu n k ifi.

z ò l á v. (past zolka)
take a bath. y i w ank a.

ù'zòló n.
act of taking a bath. w ank a.

z ò mà v. (active noun a'zomo)
bake pots. g as a t u k u ny a.
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k'z ón g á 1 [k’zo���a�] n. (plural c'zonga)
(children's) rattle, made from the 
pod of a certain creeper. l al ajo ,  
s h ak al a,  t ak k y at e.

k'z ò n g á 2 [k’zo���a�] n. (plural c'zonga)
a game like draughts, playing this 
game, or the board on which it is 
played. k o min dar a. Variant: u'ce .

v 'z ò n g á [��v’zo���a�] n. (plural zóngá)
seed found in a round pod. ' y a' y a 
s h ak al a. See: k'zóngá1 (rattle 
containing these seeds); k'zòngá2
(game played with these seeds).

z ò n g á  b à tú r è [zo���a� ba�tu��e�] n.
(plural zongas bature)
flame tree. b ar ak ac i,  c ik a s au r a.

d'z op e = d'z'he.
z $b g # v.

rinse. � au r ay a.
z $b $ v. (past z,bk&)

prick, dab, touch lightly. � A na 
z �b� m'h�, na s uku a na la nu'olo.
You dab on water and rub it on the 
shaving area.

z ,b ,t = z�b�l.
z $d b $l  z $d b $l adv.

vibration of buttocks or breasts.
mo t s in � u w aiw ai.

d'z $h è n.
lid, cover for a gourd. dat s iy a. �
L �g �n t ��k d 'z �he  a uvk �n d 'kw �.
Rats have eaten the closed holes and got 
into the gourd. Variant: d'zope.

z #k k $ v.
bud; start to grow new flowers.
t u h u w a.

d'z #g ó n. (plural c'z'ko)
buds or flowers of okra. k u mb al i.

z $k $ v. (past z,kk&)
take a small amount of sth 
(powder or grain). y ab u � a,  y afa.

z $l k s é v.
scoot, run quickly, hurry. w ani 
ir in g ag g au t a.

s 'z $l k s è n.
gallop. � w ak u r a. Variant: s'z'l'.

z #m g w ì g b í n. (plural c'z'm 
gwig�bni)
large dark caterpillar. g amat o r o .

z #mn á c' k ú n k ú [z��mna�t�ku��ku�] n.
insect - potato pest. � a� o .

z #m$1 n. (plural z'mn')
worm. t s u t s a.

z $m$ v. (active noun m'z&m&; 
c'z&m&)
whisper, gossip, rumour. r a� a,  
h adida,  r a� er a� i,  g u � i� i.

z $m$2 n. (plural z'mn')
rabbit, hare. zo mo . From: Hausa.

z #mv�n  vù k ù n. (plural z,mnán 
vùkù)
silkworm; a worm which lives on 
the vuku tree and makes a strong 
thread. w at a ir in t s u t s a.

z #mv�n b à r ó n. (plural 
z'mnasbaro)
large dark caterpillar with rows of 
whitish spikes found on the kurna 
tree. g amat o r o .

z #n n.
copper, brass, gold or any other 
shiny and maleable metal. jan 
� ar fe,  g ac i,  t ag u l l a.

z $n d è n. (plural z'ndne)
small kind of ant. k iy as h i. � � m 
hok r us mu �m lag k z �nd e . I killed 
the stinging ant and left 
the smaller ant.

z $n g z $n g ò adv.
rushing, 
flabbergasted, 
flustered, perhaps 
frightened. g ig ic e,  
fir g ig i. � U  c e kac o 
z �ng z �ng o. She came to 
us [looking] flustered.

z #, v. (past z''ka, active noun a'z')
1) forge. � er a.
2) roast, grill, fry, bake. g as a.

z $,b id.
squat (v). t s u g u no .

z #,g è n. (plural z''gne)
smith. ma� er i.
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z $,r è n. (plural z''rne)
antelope. mazo . Bovidae.

z&'r gy,zó n.
Red-flanked Deeka, a small red-
tinted antelope. mazo .

z $p �r s é v. (past z'p�rske)
attack suddenly. far mak i.

d'z #p cò n. (plural c'z'pco)
stopper for gourd-bottle. mar u fin 
g o r a.

z $p # v.
block. t o s h e.

z $r k s é v. (past z'rkske, active noun 
s'z'rkse)
move with jerks, bounce up and 
down. w at a ir in t afiy a.

c'z $r m$ ís � n.
greed. � al aw a,  h andama.

z $t id.
big vibrating bottom. c i!i- c i!i,  
k at ab u r .

k'z $z g ò n. (plural c'z'zgo)
fin. fil a fil an k ifi � eg e.

z $z ó n.
ailment suffered by children who 
feed from a pregnant mother.
s h an mama da c ik i.

c'z ù b ú n.
the sweet, less alcoholic part of 
locally brewed beer.

m 'z ù b ú n.
pap. k u nu .

z ú g d á n. (plural zugdana)
large buttocks. at u mu r mu r .

z ú g k ù v.
rot, be rotten, decayed. r u !e,  
l al ac e,  r a!ag w ano ,  zag w any a.
Variant: zugtku.

k'z ù g tá n. (plural c'zugta)
rotten thing. r u !e.

z ú g tù v. (past zugtku, active noun 
c'zugtu)
1) rinse, as in rinsing out one's 
mouth. k u r k u r a.
2) rot or boil to shreds.
za!a!!ak e. See: zugku.

k'z ù g ú n.
forest. k u r mi.

z ù g ù p id.
sound of falling. � u r iy an fadu w a.
Variant: zwagap; zwagrap; 
zw�gr�p; zw�gr�p.

z ú m adv.
seated silently and despondently.
r im.

z ù mz ù mù adj.
at a crisis point in an illness. b ab u  
l afiy a s o s ai.

z ù n k r ù m id.
huddled up, from cold or illness.
c o k o k o ,  dau � e.

z ù r ù n. (plural zurnu)
lion. zak i.

z ù s k � v. (past zuskku )
pour. � u r a,  k w ar ar a,  zu b a,  
b u ndu ma.

z ù s k s  v.
wear. s any aw a.

z ù t s � v.
break down building, pluck fruit.
k ay ar .

z ú tk ù v.
fall off, collapse. fa� u w ar  b ang o .

c'z ú tú v.
cast metal. zu b i.

z ù tù tù id.
crumble, fall down. � U r  e mka 
z ut ut u u he k�n nas  r u. The wall has 
crumbled and fallen on his feet.

z ú z g ù v.
shake. b u nda,  g il g iza,  k a!a,  
k ak k ab a.

z ù z z ù z z ù id.
sound of shaking sth. � Dap t  z uz g k 
c e  z uz z uz z u. A monkey shook the tree 
with a 'zuzzuzzu' sound.

z w a g a p = zugup.
z w a g r a p = zugup.
z w à l à m id.

stretched out straight and tall.
t s aw o . � Raakum unuku, a e s  
z w alam. A camel stood up and is 
standing tall.
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z w  +k � v.
be impossible. fas k ar a.

z w  +s k ì v.
behave rebelliously. g ag ar a.

z w  b � n.
active ingredient. mak ar i,  k at al a.

z w +g r + = z�gl�.
z w +g r +p = zugup.
z w �k l í

wear one or two heavy gowns.
jib g a.

z w é g é n. (plural s'zwege)
collection or packing of guinea 
corn. t ar aw a.

z w ein = zw��n.
d'z w � n.

small portion of gift given as a 
tradition to someone who has 
inherited that privilege. r ab o ,  k o  
k y au t a w ani ir i.

z w �& n adv.
unsteadily, with difficulty; in the 
manner of movement of a thin 
person. � U  unuku z w # # n u havka.
She stood up unsteadily and went away.
Variant: zwein.

z w & g r & p = zugup.
z w �k � v.

give small amount of sth. y ab u � a.
z w �m� k � v.

give a quiet hint to sb. do na.
z w �p � v.

seal up, stop up the mouth. t o s h e,  
da� e.

z w ì k  l s � v.
put on a lot of clothes. jit t a,  
� ib g a,  jit ama,  dam!ar a,  dafk e.

z w ì n n. (plural s'zwin) = zìn.


